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Present :
Mr, Palmer (United States) -  Chairman
Mr, Marchal (France)
Mr., Aras (Turkey)
Mr. de Azcarate Lo -  Principal Secretary

M L B B B o s o o e S

1. Reply from the Bgyptian Government to the Commission's invitation

(R/LB;™ AR/50)

The CHATRMAN communicated to the members of the Conm{iésioh copy of.
the telegram dated 5 September which he, as ‘Chairman , had sent in acknow-
ledgnent of the reply from the Hgyptian Foreign Minister, The Commission
appmvedlthe acknowledgmnant. |

In reply to a question from Mr, Marchal (Fxfance) concerning the
| réferenoe in the E.gyptian reply to a conversation in Cairo on 14 April 1950,
thev PRINCIPAL SECRETARY gavé a summary of the statements made on that
occasion by the Egyptian Forelgn Iflinister'::C speaking on iaehalf of the four
Arab States concemed; to the Chaiman (Mr. de Boisanger) following the
Commission's proposal for the setting up of mixed committees to study

particular problems,

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) pointed out that the Arsb States had agreed in’

X 1m/28.
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fipril 1950 to send répfeseﬁtéﬁiﬁésfto sit in mixed commiﬁiees;”égiely for
the purpose of discussing meens of implementing the principle of the return
of the refuéees to their homes, At that time they had made that specific

and limiting condition.

2. frrangements for the openlnv of the conference and schedule for
subsequent moetlngs N

The CHATRMAN explalned hlS 1deas as to how the flrst contacts with
the delegations should be arranged. The first official meetings with the
irab delegations and with the Tsrael délegatidn-shOuld take place on the same
day - one in the morning and cne in the afternoon —lafter which there should
be at least one day without meetings.  He suggested that before-the first
official meetings, at which he would read the Chairman!s opening.statement,
he might invite all the members of the delegations to a reception - or, if
necessary, to separate receptions - at his apartment, He felt that if the
first contacts between the Commission and the delegations were to take place
on a pleasantly‘informéluﬁésis, as would bc the case at a reception,
the cordial atﬁoéphere which they wishgd to establish for the conference
would be more eagily obtalned ‘ _ |

Mr. ARAS (Turkey)‘suggested that' after the flrst day, when thcre s
would be two official meetings, there should not be more than one meetlng
with delegations on any one day. He also felt thét the Commission might
find it usefui,naftérlthe first offioiél»éontadts, to arrange its meetings
with each Arab delega£ioﬁ separately. He feared that if the Goﬁmissidn
were always to meet with the Arab delegations collectively, the discussions
would perforce remain mﬁch too general. There might be'certain‘quesﬁions.
which the .rab delegeations could discuss more easily in separate meetings.
However, the attitude adoptecl on that point by the irab delegations them-
selves would naturally 1nfluence the Commission's decision,’ -

Lfter 2 brief dlSCUSSlOH there was genoral agreement that de01s1on

. noint should be postponed so that the Commission could teke into-
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account the experience of the first days of the conference and the views of
the Arab delegations,

It was pointed out that possibly all the representatives of the
governments concerned might not have arrived in Paris by 10 September, even
though their governments might have accepted the invitation, in which event
it would be necessary to postpone the opening date of the conferenée.

The Commission agreed to leave the Chairman to decide on the opening
date after consultation witﬁ the other members of the Cormnise?ion and ai‘ter

informal contacts with the delegations of the govermments concerned.

3, Draft opening stabtement by the Chairman

The CHAIRMAN submitted to the Commission a draft of the statement to
be read by him at the £irst meatings with the delegations. Kithough the
statement did not setﬁfbrth the proposals themselves, it did give a general
indication of the Commissionts intentions and for that reason would require
the full approval of &1l three governments repreéeﬁtéd on the Commission.

He therefore suggested that an early meeting should be fixed to»diécuss any
modifications of substance or of phraseology which the members might wish to
put forward.

h. Arrangements for official communication of the report of the Refugee
Office and consideration of the fubure activities of the Office

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Commission should new coﬁsider the
instructions to be givenlhq the Refugee Office after the Head of the Office
had officially presented his report. He felt that it would be of great
assistance to the Commission if the members of the Office were to carry out
studies on various questions which might be discussed in thé course of thg
forthcoming conference. He had drafted a suggested programme of work,
consisting of the folloWing subjects: (i) the legal aspects and historical

background of the question of war damages; (ii) historical precedents and
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éonventioﬁs for regulating‘ the rights of riparian States (e. g-'. the Aras, |
Danube and Rhine Rivers); (iii) the detemﬁination of the ability of a State
to pay off compensation o'la‘i"ms.n:vr' othe? debts (e,g. the Dawes Plan);

(iv) the legal and sconomic implications of repatriation of refugees by
categories, and historieal prvecedents for such repatriation.-

He felt that Geneva would b.e a suitable nlace for the members of the
Office to work on those studies , in view of the excellent ;‘asédrch fé.oiliti‘es
available there, It would; of course, be possibie for the Oomniésion to
call upon any individual member of the Office to come toi Parlis"for consulta~
tion on a specific subject, _ _ »

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) pointed Qﬁt. 1‘;hat tﬁe que’st‘jv,c;n‘of rép;”lurie;tic;r‘l had
probably already been covered in the Office!s report.

Tt was therefore agreed that the Commission should request the Head

of the Office, after completing his report, to carry out studies on the
first three subjects mentioned by the Chaiman; a.nq that the study concerning
repatriation would be deferred for the time being,

As the Head of the Office was to arrive in Pardis that evening, a
meeting was fixed for the following morning for the official commumication

of the report of the Refugee Office.

5, TLigison with UNRWA . .

The CHATRMAV informed the members of the Commission that the Director
of the Relief and Works Agency had appointed Mr. Fabre as his liaison
officér with the Gormniséion during the Paris meetings, Mr. Fabrél‘had asked
for an interview with the Cﬁairman, to raise certain iabi’rits on which
Mr. Blandford had reqﬁested”olarii‘ication. An informal talk had therefore
taken place between Mr. Fabre and himself the 'previous afternoon in‘the

Principal Secretary's office. Mr. de Azcarate, Mr. Barco and - for the
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Latter part of the conversation only ~ Mr, Aras had also been present.

Mr, Fabre had stated, on behalf of the Director of UNRT.@'A; that
insofar as the members of the Agency might be able to facilitate the
Commission's discussions in Paris, they would be most willing to do so,

A conversation had taken place concerning the respective jurdsdiction
of the Conciliatioh Commission and the Relief and Works igency, and
concerning the relationship between compensation and reintegration.

Finally, Mr. Fabre had pointed out that the question of the civil
rights of the refugees should not be emphasized during the first stage of
the reintegration operations, as UNRWA feared that léng and useless
discussions with the governments concerned would result, It was felt
that the economic aspect should have priority and that the question of
civil rights could be taken up after the economic side of reintegration
had been satisfactorily settled.

The Chairmen said that Mr. Fabre was staying in Paris and would

maintain close liaison with the Principal Sécretary.

The meeting rose at 6 p,m,




