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PREPAF ATTOH FOR THE MEET:[NG WITH THE ARAB D ELEFATIONS ON
THE SAME DAY AT 5 p.m, ‘ » ,
The CHJIRMAN thought he should make a statement to
the Arab delegations on behalf of the Commission, giving them
some informatioﬁ on the Commission's plans for the programme of
the cdnferénce. ‘ '
He asked members of the Commission who might have had

.occasion to meet members of ‘the délegations of ‘the parties, to
'report thelr 1mpre551ons or the results of thelr conversations,

MBW'ARAS*(Turkey) said h: had: met Mr, Najar of the
Israel delegation and Had found hlm pacified. During the
conversation, which had been a short one, Mr. Aras had specially
emphasized the unity of the Commission's proposals.5

~ Mr. MARCHAL (France) had met the Israel representative
in company ‘and so had not had the opportunity of discussing
matters with him in any detail.
The French representative thought the four Arab delepations
had had instructions to adopt a very courteous attitude to the
Commission but to use dilatory tactics in the conversatlons,

without, however bringing the Commission face to face with
failure. It appeared, therefore, ‘that the Arabs were sceptical
~of the results of the conference, - 'Those impressions.-were
confirmed by the fact that the Political Committee of the Arab
League was to meet on Saturday, 29 'September, This proved that
the Arab Governments were somewhat at a loss: to decide what line
they should follow and were relying on the Aréb League to formulate
a coherent policy. Until that meeting had taken place, the Arab
delegations would probably adopt a ﬁeutral attitude. He also
reminded the Commission that Mr, Shukeiri was due to leave for
Cairo very shortly and that his successor was to arrive 1n Paris
on Thursday, 27 September.

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) said he had had similar indications
from Mr. Najar, of the Israel delegation, ooncerning the attitude
of the Arab delegations. Mr, Najar had added that the Tsrael
Government was studying the Commission's proposals with care and
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~thet 1ts delegatlon was awaltlng 1nstructlons.“ Mr. Marchal's
.'1nformatlon concernlng the Arab Leaaue was correct.

L Mr. Aras had not met the Arab delegatlons but he would
shortly be. $ee1ng the IraqL Minister to Paris and intended. to
suggest to him that the Arab delegations would be well advised
to accept the. Comm1551on'° proposals. In the preceding week,

Mr, Aras had 1unched with the Minister for Egypt and had indicated
to him on ﬁhat_occasion that‘it,would be to the advantage of the
Arab Governments to makevanIOpen,déclaration on the lines of the
preamble to the proposals. The Fg?ptian Miniét@f had assured
him that he would not fall to. 1nform them of the Commission's

de51re as soon as p0551ble.

_ The CH IRPAN thought that the partles were clearly
attemptlng to ”VOld adoptlng an attltude which would provoke

the breaklng off of the conversatlons The Arab Governm@nts
seemed to fear that 1f they subscrlbed to an express declaration
in the sense of the preamble, ‘the matter would rest there. On
the other hand, the Israel delegatlon attached great 1mportance

- to the prepmble and would be prepared to agree to it in its most
categorical” form but feared that the Arab delegatlons mlght
exploit the p051t10n adopted bv ‘the Commission in presuntlng its
comprehensive proposqls. Israel certainly considered the
‘proposals as representing the maximum concessions she could make,
whereas the Arab Governments no doubt cdnsidered them the minimum
to be obtained from Israel. It was théfduty of the Commission

to persuade all the parties that their fears were unjustified,
drawing Israel's attention to the advantage, ‘for'her, of agreeing
to consider the Commission's proposals and to express her views,
1ﬁ the llght of the proposals, on' the’ problems before her, The
Commission in that way would be performlng 1ts real functlon

of mediation. ' ’ _
, For that purpose, it would be helpful‘if'%he members of the
Commission were to try to arrange'personél interviews with the
members of the delegations of the various parties; that

would be a very useful procedure and was quite accepted in tle
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United Nations. It was understood however, that there must be
offlclel dlscu581ons Wthh would be pleced on record Lt those
dlstSSlons, the Comm1551on could alve explanatlons and details
of its attitude and the part it was anx1ous to play, showing
Vf‘that it was d01ng 1ts utmost to satisfy the partles, and proving
the 31ncer1ty and honesty of its intentions.
The Chalrman explalned that he had been 1nd10at1ng his own

views which were contalned in a draft statement which the

Comm1551on had before it, and Wthh should be considered merely
as an outllne. If the members apreed upon 1it, the Chairman
‘; oould address the Arab delenatlons on behalf of the Commission
as a whole. He therefore invited them to study the draft,

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) found the draft satisfactory. 1In his
"opinion, it wesdbetter not tovmention the reasons why the parties
" had certain doubts; on the other,hand,‘emphasis,should be laid
on. the motives underlying the Commission's attitude and inten-
~tions, es was done in the concluding part of the draft.

Mr, MARCHAL (France) also approved the tenor of the
draft statement. However, he thought that paragraph‘ll was not
essential to the general line of argument, -Of course, he
approved of its .substance, but he thought the form unsatisfactory
as the terms used were too direct and specific and coul too
easily be challenged ~ For those reasons he thought the paragraph
should be deleted

He also suggested that the wordlng of paragraph 12 which
contained an unfortunate succession of negatives should be
changed; the idea of non-suspicion could be replaced by'the idea
~.of good will, for instance,

He pointed :out that Israel would probably try to obtain
.max1mum concessions on non-aggression, whereas the Arab Governments
would try to pass over that point very quickly and consider the |
actual proposals, '

- Mr. ARAS (Tdrkey) supported the French representative's
- proposals with thet prov1$o, ‘concerning the first, that it be
" clearly understood that the Commission's view was not oontrary
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to the idea expressed in the deleted paragraph. He thought.too

much emphasis could not be laid upon the fact that the preamble

was an integral part of the proposals; it had to be examined but
was only a part of them,

The CHAIRMAN also approved Mr, Marchal's suggestion;
to introduce the notion of good will was a good idea, particularly
as there would certainly always be suspicion. A spirit of
non-hostility was essential; that was an important idea and should
come first.

The draft statement, thus amended, was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN thought it was essential to discuss the question
of the preamble, following, the articles which had appeared in the
press. The Prncipal Secretary and Mr, Barco had had conversations
with the Arab delegations and had tried to persuade them that it
was in their interest to agree to discuss the preamble, but they
had not shown willingness to state that they would support it.
However, the Commission could always issue a press communiqué
indicating that the preamble had been considered and that, from
the discussion, the Commission had the impression that the Arab
delegations were willing to appfove the programme suggested by
the Commission. ObViously it would be preferable if the Arab
delegations were to agree to an undertaking in the sense of the
preamble, but if they would not do so, the Commission could try
to find an acceptable wording for the communiqué which would
suggest that the Arabs accepted the preamble implicitly.

1t was so decided,

The meeting rose at L.30 p.m.

- g



