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REPLY TO LETTER FROI ISR\EL DELbGATION IS/72)
DATED 14 OCTOBER 1951

The. CH\IR%AN wished to make a few personal remarks

before: con51der1ng the reply to the letter from Israel

C It seemed normal that the Chairman should remain in office
in the present circumstances and he thanked the‘membere of the
Commission.for their support‘in that connection, The function of
the Chairman, who was at the same ~time the representatlve of a
government, did not consmst solely in explalnlng that government's
views, On the conpnary,ﬂhe should try to synthe81ze_the views of
the other repreSéﬂﬁativee and his task was.greatlyffacilitated by
the presence of his alternate, Mr. Barco, whose functions was to
state the point of view of the United States fGovernment. The
Chairman was thus enabled to conSLder the views of the three ™
delegatlons obJectlvely. . | o

As Chairman and “United States representative, -he:-thought the
Commission should not continue its wofk when there was no longer
any hope of success.,, . That time had not yet come, but themW\hﬁTu
Commission must enV1sage its p0551billty and take care to allow
no doubts to persist as to its impartiality. The Commlssion was
convinced that it had always been impartial, but it was possible
that the parties did not share that view.‘-Therefore; it was
important for the Commission to be.doubly careful henceforward,
as the 51tuation ‘was becomlng more and more crltlcal - It was
essentlal that it should show the greatest patlence and nv01d
pre01pltat1ng a de0151on on the grounds that one of the parties
was expeecting it . In addition, in the interest of its own
dignity, the Commission must not be teo often on the defensive

‘coneerning‘contentione or objeetions put forward by the parties,
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:It should only relse an argument and’ answer 1t when'to do so was
reelly necessary. v
| Revertlng to the answer to Israel's letter, the Chairman
-found the draft text submltted to the Comm1581on entlrely
satlsfactory and emphaslzed the 1mportance of the Comm1551on's
decision. He thought Isreel must be glven the opportunlty to
study the letter fully. Furthermore, 1t would be wise for the
.Comm1531on to have 1 meeting wzth the Tsrael delegetlon before
, ‘egaln seeing the Areb'delegatlons, cHowever, the latter must not be
left in a state of ehcefteiht§ and it Woold be‘best to fix a |
deflnlte day for a meetlng with them in the follow1ng week in
order to keep them from becomlng 1mpat1ent.

Concernmng the examlnetion of the proposqls,' the wChairman
hought on reflex1on that 1t would not be very felr and m1ght
even be dangerous, to start w1th one of the parties 1f the other
wa s unw1lllng to start. The flrst step 1n the dlscu551on was
simply to glve the pert& concerned addltlonal 1nd1catlons, but not
sufficient to permlt 1t fully to Judge the merits of the proposals,
if, for any reasons, the Comm1551on Was obllged to stop: at that
point, a preliminary explanatlon.of that nature might have very
uafortunate effects, on theerefugeesvfor instenoe, ahd in general,
~on public opinion.in, all the countrles concerned. v .

Mr.‘ARAS (Turkey) pald trlbute to the excellent way in.

which: the Chairman had. conducted the, dlSCUSSlODS qnd to hls
klmp?rtlallty, a.-quality whlch he shared with his predecessors in
the chelr,-.Hlsrobseryatlons_were_very_wise end_ﬁr. Aras recognlzed
that the situation wasfcritical. The Commissioﬁ must show the :

greatest pattence and a high degree of skill in the limited field

of its competence.
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Mr, MARCHAL, (France) endorsed ﬁhe Chairman's remarks both
concerning his own functions and the principleswno:be.applied in
mediation. Altndnghhnhe,Conmission_nes convinced‘?hdp it had acted
in ComPLGQ@;?WP?FEialiFY! it. should take speeial,qane to do nothing
whieh,mdghp be‘wnongly‘interpreted.by others.‘ Hedfully.eppreciated
Mr. Barco‘s.assistance and congratulated.the,Ohagrmdn on‘his”wise
conception.of hls .0Wn functlons. O |

The CHAIRTAN thanked the members of the Comm1351on on
his own behalf and on that of Mr. Baroo for thelr expressions of
appreciation and 1nv1ted‘them to state their views on the draft of
the reply to.Igrael. R s ‘. o |

~ Mr. ARAS Turkey) oon51dered the draft letter very
satisfactory._ He proposed however, that the exact dates of the
forthcomlng meetlngs W1th the pqrtles should be 1ndlcdted _

Mr, CQNTINI (Legal Adviser) pronosed several amendments
of form which were accepted by the Commlss1on. L o

. Tr. MARCHAL (France) also approved the draft letter and
the suggested amendnents‘

The draft letter thus amended wes adopted.“

FORTHCOMING IEETINGS WITH THF DELEGQTIONS

The GHAIRAAN proposed that the Comm1551on should mest
on Tuesday 23 October w1th the Israel delegatlon and on Wednesday
24 Ootober w1th the Nrab delegatlon.t In addltlon, it ought to
meet alone beforehand to study the questlon of the communlcatlon
’to one psrty of correspondence exchanged w1th the other; the draft

reply to the latest memorandum from the Arab delegatlons and the
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explanations to be given concerning the comprehensive proposals.
‘He thought the Commission should meet at 11 a.m, on Monday

so that, if neecessary, it could hold another meeting in the

afternoon.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose atfs.ls DL,



