UNITED N.TIONS CONGILIATION COMMISSION FOR PiLESTINE
s e m T sR/26
o = S 20 March 1949

| SUMMARY RECORD OF THE
T ENTYSIX TH MEETING

_held at Beirut on 20 March 1949

“.Present: Mr, de Boisanger (France) - Chairman
. Mr. Yalcin | (Turkey ) o
My, BEthridge (UsSeh)
My, hzcarate - r1n01pal Secretary
M, Tallec - - - (United Nations Relief

for Palestine Hefugees)

,‘[

Flrst Meetlng W1th the Arab Delegations

The CHAIRMAN thought that no special communique should be 1squud
to the Press but that the text of the :Chairman's openlng speech

should be dlstrlbuted at the beginning of the meetlng.

It was agreed that the opening meeting would be' at’ 4, 30 in the
afternoon of 21 March, o I '

“emorandum of the Government of Israel on the Refugee Question

The CHAIRMAN asked mﬁéﬁher}the Commission wished to discuss
the memorandum theh or take it up later during the discussions with
in@ividual‘de}pggpiong, o

Yr, ETHRIDGE observed that the paper ‘did not call for ﬁuéh
discussion since there seemed to be only one pErtinent'paragraph:“
namely, the one dealing with resettlement or repaﬁriation‘of”the
refugees. L |

The GHAIRMAN expressed his concern that ‘the’ memorandum contalned
no mentlon of Mr. Sharett's assurance, made prev10usly to thb |
uomm;551on, that Israel was prepared to pay indemnities. He thoughtv
that the Commission_mightmmention'the'Statement in its conversatiohs
with the Arab representatives, even. though it did not appear in the

memor andum,
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Mr. ETHRIDGE thought that the Commlsslon should not go beyond

the- ueneral Lssembly's resolution as far as claims wére concerned.,

' He felt that it would be unwise to give the Arabs the impression

that the Commission favored Mr. Sharett's p051tlon.

Mr, YALCIN pointed out that the Comm1s51on would explaln 1ts
general attitude to the Arabs the following day. . He wondered what
the bomm1sslon would do if one of the Arab Governments should accuse
the Commission of dlverglng from its attitude as 1a1d down by the
.Unlted Natlons. |

The GHAIRMAN replled that he did not thlnk the que stion would
arise the folloW1ng day, since it was generally agreed among the
Arabs that the opening meeting would be devoted to a general eXpose;
without going into eny details. ..‘There would.be the. s peech ofthe.
Chairman and,probobly*a*speech‘of we leome bY‘the'hébahése |
rePresentatiVéSa'zHe'thought; however,- that in the di#cussion with
individual states the Commission should noté i'tts dissatisfaction
with the Israel memoraridum.” There was some reassurance-in the
Israeli statement that the question could be exmniheduwﬁen peaoe was
resstablished.. .lié s ituation would certainly be more-favorable™
then for the return of thé'refugees. o

Plan of Work of the Conmission

‘Mr, ETHRIDGE stressed the need for a clear definition of what
the éommissionfhopé&“wouid“éﬁéfge“from‘ité”wofkf‘ With regard to the
working paper on Tefugees, He thought that certain points should
be established. ‘The Arabs, for instance; should bé urged to set up
some form of temporary public works to care for the refugees when “
- relief funds were exhausted, “They should then ask for ‘technical
missions from the United Nations, - Followihg ‘the discussions
regarding refugees; peace talks, possibly bilateral ‘should be held
under theﬂauspioes5othhe“Cohciliation‘CommiééiOn.d”mfi“ﬂthridge"fé—'
 iterated the need for careful ‘planning oﬁ”ﬁhé”pért”OfHﬁefCommiSSion

before the meeting with the Arab governments began,
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The CHAIRMAN agreed w1th “r. Ethrldge but p01nted out that it |
would not be necessary to go into detalls at the openlng meetlng.
lhe Arabs were expecting only a formal meetlng 1n general terms."

Un the suggestlon of the Chalrman the Comm1531on agreed to meet

1mmed1ately after the openlng meetlng on Monday afternoon.

Yipst Meeting with the Arab Delegatlons the Chalrman S Opening Speech

The CHAIRMAN pomnted out that the text of hlS openlng remarks,
,whlch the bomm1831on ‘had bcfore it, was entlrely prov151onal. ‘He
asked ‘the Comm1881on for its comments. ‘

‘he Commlsslon approved the text of the bhalrman's speech without

change._

“

neport of Mr. Wllklns on his v1s1t to mhodes

- Mr, WILKINS reported that he had gone to ILhodes at the 1nv1tat10n
of Mr. Bunche and had spent four days there. lhe armlstlce o
negotlatlons seemed to be g01ng Very well 1ndeed. He had recelved
the 1mpre381on that the agreements between Israel end thL Governments
of lrans,]ordan Lebanon and Syria would be concluded w1th1n a week
or ten days. Dr, Bunche had 1nformed Mr. Wllklns tnat hc mlght
visit, Belrut to meet the bommlss1on 1f 1t was st1ll there at the
conclu51on of. the armistice negotlatlons or durlng a.break in the I
talks. Otherw1se, he would meet the LJomm:u.selon 1n Jerusalem after | I
the armlstlce talks and the Belrut meetlngs were concluded. : | \

Yr, W lklns said that the Pr1n01pal reason for hls V181t to “hodes

was the questlon of Jerusalem, which had arlsen durlng the israell~

Iransgordanlan negotlatlons. 135oth delegatlons had taken a very

‘;Strong pos1tlon in the matter and had asked Dr. Bunche 0 suggest

a compromise proposal. Dr. ijunche had then proposed that a neutral

z0ne be set up with the roads to Nablus, bethlehem, Mount Scopus,‘*

Mount Zlon and the Klng Dav1d Y M C.A, area under the mlxed control
of the Israells, the ransgordanlans and the Unlted Natlons. The )

proposal was strongly rejected by the Tsraeli delegatlon “the




Transjordanian delegatlon sald that 1t would accept it with minor
reservations. *t was flnally agreed to accept the existing lines,

“eport'bf:fh Jerusalem L'omm:l.t;tee

“The CHAIRMAN was of th oplnlon that dlscuSSlon of the
Jerusalem- Commlttee E report should be postponed the subject of .

Jerusalem" mlght arlse durlng the meetlngs w1th the Arab bovernments

Cidme *hleh case the Mnole qucetlon would be reexamlned

Mr. ETHRIDGE thought that there was no reason.to.assume that the
Committee'hdd‘exheﬁefedpaii possipilities of agreement. He felt very
strongly that theCommlttee should contlnue 1ts work, Vthh it had
" only Just begun.

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Commlttee for 1ts work and expressed
his agreement with Mr. lJthrJ.dge that the Commlttee should continue,

* The - Comm1551on mlght soon have a clear- cut expression of the Arab
position Wthh would eneble it to give more definite instructions to
the Committee. | o

Mr, YENISEY p01nted out that the Commlttee did not consider its
task ended but that ow1ng to the 1ntran51geance of the Jews it could
prOgress no further in conformlty w1th the Assembly's resolution.

In Mr, Yenlsoy's oplnlon further 1nstructlons from the Commission were

necessary. .
f L

The CHATRMAN egreed ‘that new 1nstructlons would have to be given
but said that he stlll hoped that there would be acoeptance of the
‘prlnc1ple of 1nternatlonallzatlon by reasonable elements on both -
sldes. He poxnted out that durlng the course of the conversations
w1th the Arab Uovernments, ;t mlght be possible for the. Commi. ssion to - |
view the problem in a new llght and 1nstruct the Commlttee accordingly.|

M Tallec's functlons

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY 1nformed the bommlssmn that Mr.. Tallec

had ‘been put at its dlsposal and asked 1f ‘the bomm1ss1on wished to
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discuss what h1s functlons would be.___
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?he CHAIRMAN replied that #r. Tallec should attend the
Commission's meetings. “t would then be possible to definc his
functions more precisely.

In response to a request by “vr. “thridge for an estimate of the
present number of refugees, Mr, TALLEC said that Mr., Griffis had
Wanted ©0 have the figures estimated as low as possible and had
set the number at 700;OOO. H0wever; the number was now put at
910,000, |

“r. YALCIN observed that the number of refugees seemed to increase
with the amount of relief provided. He wondered how the number of :
refﬁgees from Palestine could be more than 500;000. '

Mr. TALLEC said that the relief organizations had protested
stroﬁgly over Mr, Griffis' original estimate of 700,000. ‘they had
conducted é survey which had produced the new higher number,

~According to this survey the distribution ofthe refugees was as

follows: |
Legbanon 131,000 :
Syria 85,000
lransjordan 99,000

hreas administered
by the fed Cross 375,000

“reas administered : .
by the Quakers 225,000 i

M, Tallecvsaid that the actual number of refugees was

probably in the neighbourhood of 800,000,

Mr. ETHRIDGE observed that many 6f“the refugees were from
“rab Palestiﬂe and would return home as soon as the boundaries 4
were fixed., It would be useful to know how many of these refugees

there were,

Ihe CHAIRMAN said that during his visit to Bethlehem he had been
struck by the fact that part of the population had left but that ﬂ

other refugees had moved there. It was, therefore, essential to
impress on the Arab States that the problem of the refugees was
closely linked with the question of boundaries. the sooner it

could be discussed the better.



