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‘”Béfofé”prodeéding to deal with the agende,, the members of the CommisSioﬂ .
and the Principal Sécretary gave in turn brief accounts of their several
~conversations with the representatives of a number of delegations. It appeared
from those conversations that before replying to the Commission's letter of
31 October, the representative of Israeli wished to consult with the Minlseter of
Forelgn Affalrs of Isr&el, vho was to arrive in Parls on the.following day, and
he asked permission to poatpone his reply for twenty -four hovrs. The
representatives of Egypt, Syria and Lebanon had also asked for a few days in which _
to reply. '

The members of the Commniseion decided to accede to those requests.

(1) ADMINTSTRATIVE QUESTIONS

The PRINCTIPAL, SECRETARY sxplained that the work of the conference
raised two administrative problems. The mestings of & United Natione body away
frcm the sceme of its work, and hence any extension of those meetings, required
the Secretary-Gensral's awthorization.  In the present dase, the Commission would
have to axtend its stay in order %0 complete the work of the conference ond prepare
ite report. The indications were thét guch an extension would be authorized.
Authorization would'dlso‘thQ to be cbtalned for keeping the Commission in Parig
wntil end during the discuseion in the GenefalfAséembly on the question of
Palestine, but he could not give the assurance that the authorization would be
granted The Commission -would have to adopt an uppropzlate d60151on and submit
1% to the Secretary- ~Qeneral for approval., - |

The CHAIRMAN felt that the case vaised a question of principle. It
was clear, as experience had shown, that during the discussion of the Palestine
question in the General Agsembly the presence of the members of the Commission
“waé‘necessary,,for it was important that members should be able to keep in touch
with their delegations to the Ceneral ASsembly, |

On the proposal of the representative of France, it was decided that

in discussing with the Secretary-General administrative questions relating to the

ﬁ>1Commissidn's stay in Paris, the Principal Secretary should endeavour tc leave open

[the possibﬁlity ;jﬂf
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the possibility of the Commission's staying in Paris until and during the

discussion of the Palestine question in the General Assembly.

(2) DATE OF TRANSMITTING THE COMMISSION'S REPCRT TC THE SECRETARY ~GENIRAL

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY pointed out that the Office of the Secretary-
General had urged that the Commission's repoft should be submitted to the
Secretary-Gensral as soon as‘possibla in order to avoid difficulties if the
Pelestine question were to be one of the first items on the agenda. -

The Secretariat had therefore collected the material necespary for the
production of the report and was preparing a first draft which it would be possible
to lay hefore the Commission the follovwing day. The draft would comprise three
parte: first, an account of the Commission's work since the date of 1ts previcus
progress report; sscond, a section dealing with the work of the conference; and
third, the Commiseion's conclusicns.  Should the conferencr be oXtendec.,. the
document would be presented in the form of a progfess report and it woulid be
pointed out that the work of the confersnce was contlnuing.

After an exchange of views during which Mru Marchal remarked that the
Cammissiqn should hold & meeting with the Relief and Works Agency before the two
bodies completed their respective reports, it was decided that the Principal
Secretary would meke all arrangements for such o meeting and inform the Secretaryf’

General that the Commission believed 1t would be able to transmit ito report to

him Jate in November.

The meeting rose at 5 p.m.




