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The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY said that, as instructed by the Commission he
had requested Mr. Berncastle, a property expert in the Refugee Offioe, to
transmit as goon, as possible & supplemenbary report on Aleb movable property
abandoned in Israel Mr. Berncastle, who had worked hard had Just forwarded
a complete report ‘on “the! matter: “hich showed that an evaluation by three different
methods of Arab movable property abandoned in Israel rave three very close
figures, which was therefore a guarantee of approx1mate accuracy . On the bagis
of those data, the Commission might therefore include in 1ts report to the
Secretary-General a figure representlng the approx1mate value of Arab movable
property aban@oned in Israel. T 54

The CHATRMAN said he had understood that, after receiving the report
from the Refugee Offioe and after etudying and takinn note of it, the Commisgion
would transmit 1t to the Secretary4}eneral Naturally, 1n deallnD with
certain matters, it could for the purposes of its report, use information drawn
from the. surveys undertaken by the Office for exemple, the figure ag evaluated,
of movable and 1mmovable property abandqned by the Arabs in Israsl. The question
now arose whether the,frgures evaluote@:by‘the Office for those two categoriles
of goode“bxrmethods ooneidered reeeonetle oy.the Commiselo%ﬁT%ou%Q'be accepted
by the latter. T

Mr. MARCHAL (France) expressed the view that official use could hardly
be madse of Mr. Berncastle's figure for movable property abandoned by the Arabs in
Palestine. 'The figure represented the estimated value of Arab movable property
in Palestine, but not of Arab movable property abandoned in Israel, and there
appeared to be practically no method of knowing precisely what movable property
the refugces had left behind when departing from Palestine and what they had |
taken with them.

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) felt that the Commission should take note of the
surveys prepared by the Refugee Office and amnex the verbatim text to the

Commission’s report to the Secretary-Genmeral, with a note to the effect that the

/Figures given
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figuren: giveri had be‘enr obtained by methods o‘f- evaluétion which .the Commiss ion
conpidered reasonable sthough it .could not express a final op:mion on the ma“oter.
It way mow for the Generel Assembly to take new decisions, and the repor%; of the
Refugee Office would . be of use -to a future agency that might be_ ingtructed to
give effect to the new dlrectives of the General Assembly concefning compensation.
~The 'FRINCIFAL SEORETARY -pointed out that -to amnex vt‘lae E;ur\{gys of the
Office to. the Commission's report implied thelr publicaﬁ:'ion, whereas the Office
had prepared those surveys in the belief, that they were 1nternal Commission
documents: not meant for-publication, Before it was decldad to annex those
surveys verbatim to the Commission's report, the Director of the Office ought t0
‘be congulted and it should be cavefully considered whether the publication of the
documenﬁ':;wo\a:hd be. conducive to .the settlement of thc—;g@prp;pengaticép:question. .
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Mr, ARAS. (Turkey) felt the moment had coms to take action that would
make the Parties aware of the realities of the situation and to dispel ’che
illusions which they kept alive emong the refugees. 0f course, the Director- of
the Office, who might change some part of the surveys prior to the:tr publication,
should. be consulted. Sy s :

: - It was. inconceivable: te him (Mr.‘Aras proceeded) tha‘c the work of the
- Commission and of ‘Yts Refugee Office should: v-no“t, be brought to the knowledge of
States Members of the United Nations, for they ought to be enabled. to undergtand
the “reasons underlying the Commission's recommendations and hence should have

aceess 1o the relevant documents.

- The: CHATRMAN shared the.view of the ,TurkiSh vrepregeptat_‘ive regarding
the publication of the surveys by the Refugee Office end agree!(‘.lz_'vthat s ,_slﬁl_pqgct
1o the approval. of the Dirgctor of the Office and possibly to some g;nericin%enqu s
‘they should be annexed to the.Commizsion's report. .
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' He d1d not think it was necessary for the Commiselon officislly to
approve’ﬁhe figuré“ofithe svalvuation worked out by the Refugee Office, It
"cculd‘marely mention it in 1te report, pointing out thet the flgure might be
used as ‘s basis for possible negotistions on the matter of compeﬁsation.

Mr, MARCHAL (Fremce) supported the Chalrmen's view and thought that,
in 1ts report, the Commission could quote the figures representing the
estimated valus of Arab property abandoned in Israel, with a note stating that
it was at the momgnﬁ impossible to quote eny figure for movable property other
‘than that for Aveb movable property in Palestine before the departure of the

' refugees. |
| With regerd to the publication of the surveys of the Refugee Office,
he agfeed wlth the Princlipasl Secretary that those surveys were.working
documents of the Commission, that only their conclusions should be reproduced
and referred to in the Commisslon's report to the Secretary-Genersl, It
geemsd +0 him a delicate metter to vequest the Director of the Office to edit
 the text for possible publication,

The CHAIRMAN pointed out thet, since the Refugee 0ffice had been
established in pursusnce of an Assembly resolution which had given 1t a preciee
tesk, some evidence of the accomplishment of its task should be given, and the

" only poseible form which the evidence could teke wes the report of the Office
‘on 1ts work., He therefore felt that it Was necessary to emnex it to the
Commission's report. |

My, FISHER (Political Adviger) drew the Commigsion's attention to the
undesirable consequences which the publlcation of the surveys by the Office
might produce., They were actually surveys of a technicel and documentary
neture, intended for the information of the Commission and not for publication,
They must not be allowed 4o embsrrass the General Assembly st a tlme when it
wag preparing directives regerding the future method of desling with the
refugee problem,

/The CHAIRMAN
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The CEAIRMAN eumming up;. observed that there vere two questionsg:
firstly, whether the Burveys, prepared by the Refugee Office which had been
established” on the instructions of the General Aesembly, should be regerded
as doouments for general dletribution, in other words whether the Commiesion
" Vs under's "guty to publish them! " The Commiseion's legel experts should e
consulted on that point, The eeoond question was whether the Director of
M“the Office had prepared his report in the bellef that it would, be made public
or in the belief that the eurveys Were meant only for the Commission's
information. The Commiesion might postpone 1ts decision until 1t had receilved
a8 reply to both thOee qvesflewn. E

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) urged that the surveys bty the Office, which
clearly described the situation with regsrd to compensetlon end rsbatriation,

should be snnexsd to the Commlssion's report,

My, MARCEAL (Fronce) agresd with the Cheirmen that it would be
prefersble to defer s decision on the matter until the replies to the two
questions mentloned by the Chsirmen had bsen received. He felt he should
polnt out thet 1t was not the General Assembly which had established the
Refuges Offlice but the Commission on the instructions of the General Assembly.
The Offlice was therefore only en orgen of the Commission, and the Commission
could incluwde in ite report whatever ltems it considered sultsble for
publication, The other question wes whether publication wes desireble,
whether the publication'of those surveys verbatim would contribute to or hinder
work on the refugee question,

It wes at all events obvlous that, before taking s declslon, the
Commission should examine the surveys of the Office in detsil snd discuss the
varlous points,  Though the Office had done commendable work, the French
delegetion could not sgree with sll the ooncluaions in its report, perticularly
the definltion of refugees.

After a further oxchenge of views it waes agreed 1o postpone the
declelon on the publicetion of the surveys of the Office until the legal expert
and the Director of the Office had given thelr opinlonsg on the points raised,

/2. CLOSURE -
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Télf CLOSURE OF THE CONFERENCE: DRAFT LETTER TO THE PARTINS

, : . After teking note of the draft letter to the Parties prepared by
~,,tha Secretarlat _the members- of the Commission declared that the text was

. Batlsfactory as & whole , Bubject to some smendments and a number of deletions
which would meke the text more concise, :

_—  After suggesting a number of draftlng changes and deletlone, the
members of‘ the Commission requested the Principal Secretary to prepare snother
draft letter in the light of the exchange of views,

'_V_Th,e meetihg TORe 8t 12.50'p.m.

' 29/1 a.m,



