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The ‘PRINCIPAL SECRETARY said that, as instructed by the Commission he 

had requested Mr. Borncastle, a property expert in the Refugee Office, to 

transmit as soon: .as possible .,a supplementary report on &.rab,. mgv&le ProPertY 

abandoned in Isra81”“‘ 
, ,,j ,), 

. . Mr, Berncastle, who had worked hard, had Just forwarded 
” . ..” 2 . ,;“!‘! .., , ! ,._.. ,. /.. 

a complete r8jjort~‘bn ‘the”matter’~tjJhich ‘.shoQea’ that an evaluation by three different 

methods of Arab movable -prc&rty ‘abaqdoned in Israel $‘ve’ three very close 4 ‘. ,. . j I.1 ‘. :? 
figures, which was therefore a guarantee of approxima,te accuracy. On the basis 

of those data, the Commission might therefore include in its report to ,&he< .J,..‘, 
Secretary-General a figure representing the approximate value of Arab movable 

property abandoqd in Israel. _,. ,;, y,.‘)‘:‘,, _,;‘, ,’ 1, I..’ , 

The CHAIRMAN said he had understood that, after receiving the report 

from, the Refugee Offlce,,,and aftor study$g and taking note ,of, it, the Commission 4 .,: 
would transmit it to the Secretary-General. Naturally, in :‘.deal iG with . ,._I 
certain matters, it could, for the purpos8s of its report, use information drawn 

from the.;surveys undertaken by the Office, .for example, ,t,he fi,gure, as evaluated, ..: 
ef ‘movable and &movable. property abandoped by the ArabsV*“” “’ in Israel. The question ,< I 
now arose whether the, figures evaluat,8$ ,by the Office for those two categories 

of goods ..by .methods q.ons,idered reasonable by the Commissiq,~n;,,.~~,O~,~a; be accepted : I : I! “ .,, .,,‘..:.,, ‘_ . . . . 
by the latter. 

Mr. MARCHAL (France) expressed the view that official use could hardly 

be made of Mr. Berncastle’s figure for movable property abandoned by the Aro.bs in 

Palestine. The figure represented the estimated value of Arab movable property 

in Palestine, but not of Arab movable property abandoned in Israel, and there 

appeared to be practically no method of knowing precisely what movable property 

the refu@es had left behind when departing from Palestine and what they had 

taken with them. 

Mr. ARK3 (Turkey) felt that the Commission should take note of th8 

surveys prepared by the Refugee Office and annex the verbatim text to the 

Commission’s report to the Secretary-General, with a note to the effect that the 

/figures given 
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figure&J .&v.Gti ha& been; obtained by me$@$ig 0%: qyaluation vh!Ch. the Co’imnlssion 

conb:idersd~ Masonable .Lhough. it. ~cp$l.d.,ngt empress. a fi;naX op$n$on .‘.., . . on,,the ,matter. ,: 
Ii; wiz~~~riow far %he.Gener&L Assem&Ly .to take renew decisions,,and 4he rep&t o*‘the 

ReP~ee~.:O~flce:;a~lr;ld,be’ c$ go? -to a! future agency that might be, in@PLiCted to 

give effect to the new directives of the General Assembly concerning coi?QensatiOn. 
,t ':. ,'! ", ', ., ', I, .I ,.,' .',.,. ." 'i 

'.Ths 'PRINCIRQ, ?ZSfK&XTRRY-,~oin.ted out that .to gves t$e suryqs of the 

Office, .-ho. the ::Commiw~ion*,~~ report implied their pub&$cat$on, whereas the ,!cffice 

had prepared those surveys in. the belie.f,jt;hat they were ,int,ernal COIrimiSsfo~ ,;‘. 
documents, not meant for;;publication. Before. it..was decided to annex those ,, ’ 
surveys verbatim to the Cornmission~s report, the Director of the Office ought to 

be consulted and it should be carefully cons?dered.;whether the publication of the . . 
document:LQdu&d be conducive to,.the settl.emqnt of the :~o~qn~ati~p: question. , 

, ” !. 1 .,L )’ ,i 1 .!!.’ L’ I ! : , “I, ; / $ .,’ ; ,!‘:;;;;,‘,; 
Mr, ARAS (Turkey) felt the. momen& Qad come ,to take a.c;$iW. +J+@t WPfid , _:‘,I’ :’ ,:’ 

make the Pa2tles aware.‘of the.realities of $he situ@ion and to d.isp$ the 

illusions whPch they kept alive among the refugees, ,$Q? course,, the DiWc~Or, of .I I 
the Office, who m@ht change some part of the surveys prior to their publication, 

should. be ,consulted. ! ’ : ,,i,: :, : 
‘. .,. It’was. inconceivable, t;g. him (Mr. Aras proceed$), that the work pf.,the .iL ,: ,', , _. 
Commission ‘and of i:ts,.Refugee Office should:,flot be browht .tq ,t@? @$!@e@? pf 

SitatEjs Members'a~:.Ohe~United Nations, for qte~ ought +p. be Fnabled.. tq, ulde,ys*and 4 ., 
the ,:reBsons. ‘undetiy~rys the Carmiss ion t,? rec@ntg?pdat i,?pg apd hence sho,u$ !h:y? 

access to the relevant documents. .:, ,,;.; *- 

.‘. The. (XWRMAN shared theSview of the ,Turklsh,,repreaontatl~ve regard% ,. 1 
the publication of the surve:ys .by ,the, Refugee O,$fice and agree$: that, ,.s,$?ject 

to the: approval.of the Dire'ctor..of the Off,Jc?.iap@ possibly to some e-mendp?nts, ., .: I. 
‘fhey sho’uld be annexed to thei.ICommi,ssion’~ $~~Px$. : !. . C.>,“i’, ,,, :, 

.‘I ‘, :, ,, b I, *, ;; . . . 7 I :._ ! ; 
.’ .I_‘. : 1 if., : .” I.,. : ,’ .: ,; ;, . 1 ; I ..’ 

/ We did not 

*’ ..’ , ! .  _. (.,‘,’ 



He’ did not think it was negessary for the Commission officially to 

’ approva’the fig-u% of the evaluation worked out by the Refugee Office. It 

could merely mention it in its ,report, pointing out $hat the figure might be 

used as ‘a’ basifl for poss2bl.e negotiations on the matter of compensation. 

Mr, MARCHAL (France) supported the Chairman’s view and thought theztj 

in its report,, the Commission could quote the figures representing the 

estimated value of Ara,b property a.bandone& in Israel, with a note stating that 

it w&at’ the moment impossible to quote any figure for movable property other 

than tha.t for Ara,b mova,ble property In Palestine before the departure of the 

refugees. 

With regard to ‘the publication of the surveys of the Refugee Office, 

he agreed with the Principal Secretary,that those surveys were working 

documents of the Commission, that only their conolusions should be reproduced 

snd referred to’ in the Commission’s report to the Seoretary-General, It 

seemed to him a delioe,te matter to request the Director of the Office to edit 

the text for possible publication. 

The CRAm pointed out that, since the Refugee Office had been 

e’sta.bli’shed in guimi’tince of an Assembly resolution which ha.d given it a preciee 

t&k, some evidence of the accomplishment of its ta.sk should be given, and the 

only ‘possible f0.m whioh the evidence could-take was the report of the Office 

on ‘iti ‘work, He therefore felt that it, was necessary to a,nnex it to the 

Comission 1 a report. *. 

Mr. FISHER (Politica,l Adviser) drew the Commissionrs attention to the 

undesirable consequences which the4 publication of the surveys by the Office 

might produce. They were actue.lly surveys of a technical and dqcumenta,ry 

na.turt3, intended for the information of the Commission and not for publication. 

They must not be allowed to emba,rra.se the General Assembly at a. time when it 

was preparing directives rega.rding the fixture method of dea,ling with the 

ref’ugee problem. 

/ The CRAmMAR 
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The CHAIRMAN, summing up;‘, observed that there were two questions,: ..i’ : 
firstly,, whothe; the surveys prepared by the Refugee Office, 

: 
which had been I 

e&abl$she& ck t& ~nc&kti~ns of the General Assembly; should be regarded 
j I’, ,. ,, :; 

as docum.ents‘ for genera.1 di~str~bution; 
i- ,. 

iti other words, &ether the Commission 
,, .:,‘.... ” ,. ,’ w8,s .titider’ N8, .&~$Lto .p;,bl’&h +chernl The Commission 1s legs.1 experts should be ., 

consulted on that point. ,,_ ,/. ,. 
,the ,Off$&, hhd’pkep8,re.d ‘his 

The,.secopd question’tias whether the Director of 

’ report in the’ belief that it would be, made public !~“‘,’ 
Or in the belief that the_surveys’~ere m.eant 0nj.y for the kom@ssionls 

information. The~~omm$Bsion.might postpone its, decision until it’had received . . 
a reply to both those” q~,-.ss~C’ziT;AO ,. ‘.’ 1, .:‘. 

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) urged that the surveys ‘l-y the Office, which 

cles.rly described the situa.tion with regard to compensation and rehatriation, 

should be annexed to the Commissionls report. 

Mr, MARCHAL (France) agreed with the Chairman tha.t it would be 

preferable to defer a decision on the matter until the replies to the two 

questions mentioned by the Chairman had been received. He felt he should 

point out tha.t it ws.s not the General Assembly which had established the 

Refugee Office but the Commission on the instructions of the General Assembly. 

The Office was therefore only an organ of the Commission, and the Commission 

Gould include in its report whatever items it considered suitable for 

publica.tion, The other question was whether publication was desirable, 

whether the PUbliGatiOn of those surveys verbatim would contribute to or hinder 

work on the refugee question. 

It we.8 at all evonte obvious that, before taking a decision, the 

Commission should examine the surveys of the Office in detail snd discuss the 

va.rious points, Though the Office had done commendable work, the French 

delegation could not agree with all the conclusions in its report, particularly 

the definition of refugees, 

After a further oxchange 

decision on the publication of the 

and the Director of the Office hed 

of views it was agreed to postpone the 

surveys of the Offioe until the legal expert 

given their opinions on the J?oints raised. 
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2, CLoStJRE OF t&E COl’XFilRENCE: DRAIFT XETT~+O THE PARTIES 

‘i., i .: .‘, :: 
I ,  . . *  After takingnote of the dra.ft lette?‘,to the Pa.rtiea prepa.red by 

‘, .. @&,~euzeta.ria.t, the..membe~@~ of the Cqmmis~lon declared that the text was 

i satlsfaotory a.63 8. whole, sub,ject to some amendments ,and a number of deletions 
whi.cl,, would make the text more concise, ‘I’, 

‘, : :’ After suggesting a number* of dra.fting changes and deletions, the 

members of. $he Commission requested the Principal. Secretary to prepare another 

draft Xettex, .in the light of. the exchange of views, 

.TQe meting rose a.t 12.70 p.m. 
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