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SUMMARY RECORD OF TJ3E TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVENTH MEETING 

Held at Headquarters, New York, 
on Monday, 22 April 1952, at 3 PA 
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,Expmssion of appreciation to Mr. Azcar$te and Mr.'Andersen 
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, I  :  

i. : 'E~PRESSIOr;i'OF APPRECIATION TO MR, AZCARATE AND MR. AI'JDERSIQV 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the Commission might wish to address to 

I@. Azcarate and Mr. Anderoen, who had recently relinguished,their functions as 

*inCipal Secretary and Director of the Refugee Office respectively, letters 

0XplQSE;illg appracititionof their services to the Commission. 

The Commission was happy to tmloome Mr. Chai a's its new Principal 

Secretary, 

Mr. PALMER (United States of America) supported the Chairma,n,~s remerkse * 

I@+ Azcarate had won the conf:'.kmce and respect of all the parties InVOlVWi in 

"the Palestine problem , and he (Mr. Palmer) personally had many reasons to 

remember with gratitude his wise couneol and help. The Commission had also 

been very fortunate in having Mr, Andersen as haad of its Refugee Office, where he 

,.. .~.. ( ,,. .;' .h&.$erformed a~difficult' task conssisntio~~sly and well. _. . e:, 
As it had stated in a letter addressed to the Secretary-General in 

Paris the Commission had hoped that Mr. Azcarate could have remained longer, . 
for the s&e df continuity of the Cor;lmission's work, m. Palmer felt it would 

be moat fitting to send letters of appreciation to him and to Mr, Andersen, .' ;"- 
COpi@S being filed in the Secretary-General's office, 

Mr. MEXE24ENCIOGLU (Turkey) said hie colleague, Mr. Aras, had asked him 

to oxpress his appreciation of the valuable services rendered by Mr. Azcarate and 

Mr, Andersen, 

The CHAIRMAN accordingly proposed that tile Secretariat should be asked 

t0 draft two letters and submit thea for the Commissionfs approval at the next 

meeting l 

It was so agreed. -- 

Mr. CORDIER (E&qtive Assistant to the Secretary-General) said that 

the Secretary-General would be pleased to hear of the Commission's expresflions 

of appreciation of the services of Mr, Azotlrate and Mr. Andersen and Its welcome 

.,j ,-.t.o. Wr Chai. Ris desire had constantly been ta provide the Commission with 

highly satisfactory services and the Secretariat would continue to meet the 

Commissionls needs to the best of its ability, 
/IMHLEMENTATI~N 



' JI&%ENTATION OF GENERAL ASEQjM3LY'~SOLUT1O~"OF '26,:JANUARY 1952 (512 (VI)) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Commission to consider'its function in the - 

1~t#~. Of the General Assembly's resolutlton of 26 January, how it should be , 
fU%fillea and if any changes w-:,:e needed, With regard to its place of work, ,, 

tha'Fren$Government*.s view was that it should for the time being meet in . 

New York, and beserved by the permanent delegations'of the ooiultrlee represented- : I. .' : 
,. " ,I- . 

Mr- PALMER (United States of AmerSca) said that; as the members w&e 
I 

probably aware, the United States Government also felt the Commission should 

remain in New York until some reason mi@t aris., - for it to meet elsewhere, A 
'. '. 

d@~iSiOn in,that sense would conform to the da&e ed$P&ssed by the General : ., ,,. 
Assembly, and he felt it ooula offar as satisfa;ttiy a basis' for progre$s".as any 

other plan. The Commission's role VBB to stand by 9n rea8iness'to oonfer'with 

the parties at any time. . , ., . 
The United States Government felt that-the first item to be discussed 

I 
was blocked accounts, as a preliminary to the solution of the'queafion of' ' 

Gorzlpensation. AB his colleagues already knew, he himself &3B firmly kihXY3~ 

that to bring the parties to dia,c;uss blocked accounts would do much to create a 

better atmosphere between them, The -problem was eimple'&m&rad with that Of 

compensation for the amounts involved, and the claimants, were'known, and the ,, ,. 
Israel Government had reoognized the obligation to settle "the titter. It' would 

. 
be futile to try to make progress on the com$eneation quest1on'.untilthe matter 

of blocked accounts had been a::ttled. 
.' k .' ,, 

M?. l4ENlilMSNCICGLU (Turkey) ngresd :rith Mr, Palmer concerning the 

standby role of the Commission and the fact that it should meet in New York for 

the present, as long as the Commission felt it was not necessary to move 

elsewhere. For the time being, he felt that the services Available both from 

the delegations atid the Secretariat in New York'&& it appropriate to start 
,>' ,a '. I',, 

the Commission's work at Headquarters, 
i 

I .., ( .,. ., *. :‘ I s 
: , 

The CHAIR& thought he was oorrect'in'a&i&ing that, under the 'Genera1 ., , . . 
Assembly resolutions, Jerusalem remAined the tificial headquarters of the 

, COmmisslon although it was entitled to decide to hold its meetings in New York , 
for the time being. 

/ Mr. CORDIER 
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.The.[;W1IRMAN'sa;id,he'od~~to~'l?oint out that the d8CiSiOn to meet. ., 

in New'York in no way meant 'that the Commission was, losing interest,in,its 
_' .'mandat& , 'PB~W~S a,'~oo.llnnun~~u~ should be Issued or a, letter written to the 

parties making it clear that the Commission remained at their disposal and was 

rehzdy to change its tieeting place.whenever it couldbetter serve.%ts purposes 

by doing SO: ; : ". ). 
I :', .., ,' ., 

Mr. MENEMEQEIOGLU~~(Turkey) agreed; ,His'.Government felt that the 
. f. Co;mhlssion cauld detter fulfil its task while meet-tng~i,n~New York and thought 

..' 'that" that'fa&t should be made clear. 

a, .' 

Pii. PALMER'{United States of America), whilst wishing to reserve 

his 'position until the Following meeting conserning any oonqunicatipn to the 

“'ptities, agreed in -@nciple wPbh the ChairmEm's views, 
) 

Mr. CORDIER (Exeout:ve Assrlstant to the Secretary-General) agree4 

'With'the'views expressed concerning the Comfssion's presenca in,New York for 
.' i , 

-the-,time'.being atid witBSthe'poposal to issue a ,communique'; 0r write a letter 

to'the parties, c,learly stating the Commissi0n's intentions. : 
; .  

.  .  i 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Commission should discuss the form of 

any su&'~~,ommunication~ et. its'.next meeting. 
. 

I 

. 

It was so agreed. 
'. :. i 

The CHAIRMAN then %fi?vited the Commission to turn tq ,the ques$ions of 

oompens&ion, Xooked aDcounts and a' representative of. the .Commission in 

Jerusalem. Concerning the first, he.rsferre&to the st@y prepared by 

Mr. Berncastle, dated 10 March 1952. Compense.tlon was., of course, closely 

c i-elated to bl0cked~ti~~0un‘t;~ but should,not~.be aim3gvb3d; the ,French Govern- 

metit 'would'like t6 see~stadi& with'a,view,to Its settlement cont$nued. 



s 
.' ,,I@. PALMER (United States of America) further explaIned hia masons .: .' ., 

. . . ,for,oonsidering that a study of the question of blocked accounts was an‘essen- :' '. t 
,:, tial preliminary to the, possibility of any progress in the matter of c&pensa- 

,_ tion, It would be unwise for the Commission to'undertake f'urther studies on 

' compensation unless it saw some reasonable chanoe of settlement. 

.:. 

_, I@. MENE~NCIOGLU (Turkey) said he had only just received 

. Mr. I$rncastle's paper and wc :ld comment on it more fully later.' He 'thought, 

:, "however, that useful preparatory work could be done on the lines inhicated 

but caz?e must be. taken not to raise false ho,pes c: compensation among indi- 

vidual I-efugees, 

. The CHAIRMAN said the im>reasion should not be'conveyed that the. 

question,of compensation was being shelved. He feared that no aui'6k results 

:' in the makter of blocked accounts coul? be expected and, if'&, it'would be 

unfortunate to have also to report to the General Assembly that *the C&niasion 

had taken no steps towmds solving the problem of compensation. Moreover, it 

was always possible that the Israel Governmen t might'change its attitude 

toyards the question, Perhaps Mr, Berncastle might have some suggestions 

,, for possible studies at the"technica1 level, on 

question,, 

the‘spot, to further the 

Mr~ PALm (UfiSted States of America) 

wish to stand in the Comission's way if It and 

. 
explained that 

Mr, Berncastle 

he wouid'not 

felt that 

there was some prospect of success. The important point was to ascertain 

the attitude of the Israel Government on the two interrelated questions', 

He enquired for Mr. BarncastI.ofs views concerning steps that could be taken 

forthwith with re,asonable hope of 'sucoessE 
' < . 

I@. BEHNCASTLE (Land Speoialist) s&d that the question. of hornpen- - 
sation could be divided into two parts: d&s&n with the Israel Government 

conczzn+g the 

the individual 

a. clear offer, 

- 

global amount, and 'discussion with Arab'refugees conoerning 

amounts 4 So far as the first was concerned, Israei. had made L 

though q.ualified by politioa1 considerations, and the Comnission 

/m&h-t a0 

-’ 
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ml'ght do $?rong to ignore It. study ?f the second c.~ulcl be, approached. in the . 

first instance elther through the ,proposed quest$.onnaire ,tolrefueees ,or,,throuGh 

the micro~photographs'referred to in his paper.,, .ITI his v$ely,the former,method 

was preferable as the microfilm.only.covered a pert of the,country, 'albeit the 

greater part, and.would.not,be. ready for use until July. Replyin to 

Mr. Palmer, he thou&t the Corrrmission might communicate with the Israel 

Government; .referring to their.offer to discuss valuation (the term that % 

Government itself had used) and asking Q&her Israelwas prepared to diSCUSS .' 

the"q,uestion of valuation at the technical level. The Commission would have .' 

'to 'consider whether any such approach should be m&de ba letter from New York 

or by sending a representative to Tel Aviv. 

After a further excharge of suggestions, the CHAIRMAN proposed that 

W'; Berncastle should be asked,to T;rey;?ye.a study on the possibilities of 

further action on compensation and that another paper, dealing with blocked 

accounts, should be#prepared by the Secretariat for consideration at a sub- 

seq,uMt meeting, 
I ' It'tras so agreed. 

The CEAlR&AN then. introduced the cgestion of the Cormnission*s 

representation in Jerusalem. The French Covernmentls view was that it would :I. 
be a great disadvantage and would create an unfortunate impression if the 

Commission did not maintain a.representative there, to act as observer, 

maintain local contacts and symboliza.the presence of the United Natfpns in 

Palestine. He urged the Cotisaion to agree to the pri.nc+ple of, havine a 

re-presentative in-dzrusalem. I. 

: ..' 1 
Mr. X%LMER (United States of Amerka) said that he weuld have to 

refer the matter to his CoverGent for icstructions, He recognized that a 

situation'mi&&t develop in which a top-level representative might be needed 

in Jerusalem for a.specific purpose or a specified period, but there were two 

I dangers to be avoided: that of sending a representative. who did not,possess 

~the~r!I.ght"background and aualifica5ions ,for action at the highest level, and 

: ’ "/that of 
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that of having such a person there when there was little possibility of his 

taking any action, 

Mr. MENEMENCIOGTJU (Turkey) said that he would have to consult his 

Government on the matter, 

The Coxnnisnion approved the text of a communiqud for release to 

the press. 

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m. 

23/b p.m. 


