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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN ON HIS CON‘VERS"ATIONWYIT'I'{ THE REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL

The CHATRMAN reported that, ag direéted by the Commission, he had had
& conversation with members of the Israel delegatlon, He had given them a
general outline of the Commission's recent activities in New York, informing
them tht they would bse receiving a leﬁte? on the subjoct from the Commission,
and mentioning Mr. Palmer's px"oép‘écftive ‘ob;iverse.t‘ion with Me. Tben ia Washington.
He had notified theni of the Comxﬁission's decision to semd Mr. Berncastle to
Palestine to teke up, at the technical level with the competent Israsl
au'thorities there, the question of the global evaluation of abendoned Arab
property. He had told them that if circumsterces permi’ctod, Mr. Berncastle
would subsequently set up a technical mixed Israel and Arab committee for that
purpose, the matter of individval oclaims beihg left open for coné*duré,tion at
gsome later date. He had pointed cut that the Israel Govermment had always
- ghown readiness to dlscuss the guestion of compensation, that it would be to
1ts own advantege to do so and that the Commission a.ssuﬁled it could count omn
Israel's co-operation to foeilitats Mr, Bsrncastle's mission. Though he
could not report that their answer had been a pogsitive ono, they had said that
they would inform their Govermment. He gathered that no obJections would be
raised and that Mr. Berncestle would recelve the Israel Govermment's co-operation.

Mr. PALMER (United States of America) hoped that his fortheoming
corwersation with Mr. Eban would serve to reveal the Iasrasl Govermnment's latest
attitude on the question of blocked accounts., '

The CHAIRMAN added that he had received the impression that “the
Israel delegation had alveady reported to its Qovernmendt that the ques‘bion of
bloeked accounts was being railsed again.

/DRAFT
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TRAFT' IﬁTTER 70 BE’ADIRESSED 0" THE SECRITARY- GENERAL

The CEAiRMAN inrited tha Commission to GUﬂaiasm the draft letter.
requcstlng the Secretary-General to au%rorize Mr Bbrnuastle to proceed on
his assignment to Palestins, '

After gonme draftlng changes to the Envi sh avd F%anch texbs, the
letter wesg aj proved. ‘ ' ‘ \

II\TS’I.’R cmo:ws TO MR. Bmmcf\smm

The bﬂAIRMAN invitod the Gommisaion to conalaer the text of the .
letter of instructions to.Mr. Berncaytle concerning his mission in Palestine.

- Mr, PATMER (United States of Améfic#)\suggeatad several drafting.
changes, | He also thought the letter shoﬁl& LE] éddreﬁsed 1o Mr. Berncastle
28 the Land Specialiet of the Commiséion s Refugee Offiocs, anﬂ the text

1+ered 1o as . o avo*d giving the imnmesalon th&t Mr, Bcrnoasble vas going
out to represenb tha Commiwsion, for in facl tha Commission had deem@d it
wiser to leave *he question of & ra;“omenxablve in Jerusalem open for the
tiue baing.

‘The CEATRVAN end Me. MENEMENCIOGLU (Turkey) agreed.

Mr. PALMER (Uhited States. of. Amarica) wished to emphasjze his Covern-
ment's view that for the time being eny further consideration of the question
of individual assessment. of the valua of Arad property ebandoped In Israel
terrltory should be confined ta ascerhaining reactions on the official level._
After hearing from Mr. ~Berncagtle, the Commission, if it bhought fit, could .
Inetruct him to contact individual rafugees later.. Mr. Palmﬁr suggested
that the official contacte ought to include consultations with UNRWAPNE and'
UNT'SO; the former Iin particular would be able to supp]y information on the |
refugeas’ probable attitude towards methods of approachiny th@ question of
individual compensation.

/The CHATRMAN
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The CHATEMAN felt sirre the Comigsion swiould sgree with Mr. Palmer?s
suggestlon and proposed. that, the Serwetariab be reques’ bed to advise UI\]WRA.PNE
and UNISO. of Mr, Berncastle’s. m1BBiOna e

It wae 50 agreed. . ‘

e, MENEMENCIOGLU (‘l‘arl:ey) 5 refer'ring, 1,0 bhe i“’rs‘a sentenua of o
parsgraph 3 of the letter, wished to make clear that his Governmert ahould not
be held to have expressed any opinlon on the part of the Worki.ng papenr vmich
dealt with representa*bion of the refugeese He ns 'tcd hoxrever, that Moe Berneastle
wa.s also +0 be guided by the Commission s subsequem‘; d.iéz(mssions.

Ho' alsd auggusted ﬁh&z’c "group of experts" would be & better term for
“the budy Which Mre Berncastle vas to aim at se’o’cing up to comaider compema. tion,
ag 1t had a less official a.nd. represen’cative meamng ‘ohan bhe Worcl ”comnit’oee ’

Mo PALm (Uniwd States of Amerifea) agreed with M;m Menemenc:toglu,
but concerning uhe :r'aference "bo the morlcing paper, felt that the reservation
"ag qualified by subsequant éiiscuasion,.,“ wade it cJ ear that Mr. Barncast"e
WA not only o be ngxu.. Ty Hhe voxuung ps,nom

-

Mr, BERNCASTLE (Lemd Spec alist) ncted 'Lhe Comission e views, with
which he agreed. ' -

- The CHAIRMAN said ‘that M, Bemcast"e wou'Ld accordingly have for
gu.ldance his 'Latter of mstruc'blonﬂ y “the wo«king papsr on aompensatiun
| (A/&G.Esﬂ!/R 78) ard the vlews expressed by the Commission on the' su.bjac
It was understood. "L.ha'b Mr'. Berncas“ble wcalcl report period i ally to0 the Oommission
and in paz-ﬁicular that he would consul‘c it before taking a,ny etep In the mattor
of refugee represantation, The Chalvmon agreed with the Turkish repfaaanta bive
that that was a diffioult pro'blem and fel’c that the Coxmnission would ha.va ‘to
give it further conﬁid.eration at & later stage. '

After making some further d.rafting changes, the dbmmiséidn"aﬁpfdvad ‘

" the letter of instructions to Mr, Berncastle,

JTRAFT



A/AC.25/8R.280
Page 5

DRAFT PROGRESS REPORT OF THE COMMISSION TO THE SECRETARY -GENERAL

The CHAIRMAN invited the Commlssion to consider its eleventh progress

report. He himself suggested some drafting changes,

Mr. MENEMENCIOGLU (Turkey) said certsin paseages In the report should
b changesd o &2 o wring it into lineg with the flpsl draft of *“he letter of

instructicns 6 Mr. Berncastle,

Mr, PALMER (United States of America) suggested some additional’

drafting changes.

The CHAIRMAN thought that the fact that Mr. Berncastle was to be
instructed to maintain contact with UNWRAPNE and UNTSO should also be
mentioned., '

- The e%gzpnth pregress reggrt,vagwgmgbdeﬁzﬂwas gdopt@éa

DRAFT PRESS COMMUNIQUE

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on the draft press comnunique preparaed.

by the Secretariat.

' Mr. MENEMENCIOGLU (Turkey) pointed out that it contained no menmtion
of any Arab views; as the Arab countries had made one ‘posgitive approach in
Paris in the matter of blocked accounts, he suggested their approach should be

mentioned.

Mr, PAIMER (United States of America)'agreed, but thought reference
to that point nilght be interpreted as meaning that the Commission was raising
the isgue of the blocked accounts in Traq,  His personal feeling‘was that-1t
would be better to avoild giving any such impression at the present juncture.

The draft press commumiquéd, with minar amendments, was approved.

/orEER
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-OTEER BUSINESS

The CHATRMAN said that the permancnt d xlegations of the countries
represented on the Commission would remsin in contact with Mr. Chad s ‘the Acting
Principal Secretary who could, in consultation with the Chalrman, convene the
Commission whenever necegsarys In accordance with the normsl procedure of '
rotating chaimmanship, the Commission's next meeting would be presided over by
the Turkish representative. - A meebing would have to be called to congider

Mr, Berncastlets first report from Palestine.

©Mry MENEMENCIOGLU , (Turkey) raised the question of the aide-memoire
which he understood i% was proposed +6.send to the envoy ‘maintained in’tHe
area by Governments reprevs'-‘nted on the Cnmmisswn to assist them in approaching
the Israel Govermment v i’t,h & view to: :f'ur her,prqgresp on the question of blocked

accounts and compensation.

Tne CHATRMAW thrught the Commission's intention had been to ask the
Secretariat to prepare the &1de-memq§§£ after Mr, Palmertae report of his
conversation with Mr. Eban of the Israel delegation had been received.

. Mr. PAIMER (United States of Americ¢a) thought the understanding had
been that. the aide-memoire would-relate to the subject of blocked accounts only.
The time- hed perhaps -come when' some further action éould be taken on that

subject, and he heped that his conversation with Mr, Eban would show whether
that was the case. He did not think that any action could be taken on
compensation at present, except.at thetschnical level, o :
- Asihe was about to discontinue his connexion with'the Commission, he”

took"the ‘opportunity of expressing his pleasure at the associations he had
had with successive Turkish and French represen'bativesv.‘ - His plé.c'e‘ on the
Commission would probably Ve takep by:Mr. Ress.. " .-

The. Cnmmission had suffered many disappointments in its work but he

[was sure
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vag sure no one could question the earnestness, sincerity and correctness whi.h

its members had always digplayed.
He also thanked the members of the Secretarist for theiy gervices,

With the Commissionts permission he would like to send & special lebter of
appreclation to Mr. Hamilton Fisher, who was in a sanatorium,

I% was go agreed.

Mr, MENEMENCIOGLU (Turkey) thanked Mr, Palmer and convey:d his good

wishes to him for the future,

The CHAIRMAN also thenked Mr, Palmer and asgoclated himself with the
latter's remarks concerning the Turkish representatives on the Commlssion. He
bimgelf did not expect to be serving again on the Commission and he understood
that his place wes to be taken by Mr. Ordonneau.

He also thanked the Secretariat and voiced the Commission's
confidence in Mr, Chai as acting Principal Secretary.

He thought the Co&miﬁsiéma decdsion to meet in New York was a wise
one, and in gending Mr. Berncastle 1o Palestine, it was confident that ha would

do everything possible at present to further the Commission®s objectives.

Mr, CHAI (Acting Principal Seeretary) thanked the Commission for its
kind words concerning the Secretariat, and reciprocated the Chalrmen?s and

Mr. Palmer®s good wishes.

Ihe mesting ross ab 12,30 pam,

14/5 p.m,



