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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The.agpnda was adopted.

2, = CABIE FROM MR, REEDMAN WITH REFERENCE TO THE DISCUSSIONS ON BLOCKED ACCOUNTS
(a) PROGRESS OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE ISRAEL EXPERTS AND BARCLAY'S BANK

The CHAIRMAN noted that Mr, Reedman's cable, coﬁiés of which were before
the Commission, posed the questions of how the identity of the recipients was 1o
be determined, and how they were to be paid, The suggestlon that Barclay's Bank
should operate the central control for the payment presupposed the agreement of
the Israel Custodian of Absentee Proporty. He Loorefotbapudrcated that the
Commission might approach the Israel'delegation'on the point, since Israel's ajre
agreement to that procedure would meke a great deal of difference with respect to

the amount of time required for’complétion of the operation,

It was agreed that the Chairmanlshould undertake a démarche with the

delegation of Israel along the lines'suggested.
(b)  REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FROM UNRWA

Mr.AROSS (United States of Arerica) wondered whether UNRWA would not
become too involved in the mechanical aspects of the operation if it furnished all
the assistance requested in Mr, Reedman's cable. He thought that the Commissioh
was agreed on thé desirability of restoring the normal relationship between the
banks and their clients. He was not so concerned with the possibility of UNRWA
assuning éesponsibility as with its being placed in a position between the banks
and their clients. The appropriate course, he thought, would bé for UNRWA to do

everything it could to assist the operation without coming between the two.

Mr, BARAN (Turkey) believed that Barclay's would have real difficulty in
contacting and identifying the recipients and would therefore need help., - The ==

question was that of the means to put Barclay's into contact with the refugees.,

The CHAIRMAN agreed with the views expressed by the other nambefs of the -
Commission, He wae sure that Mr, Blandford would not wish UNRWA to become too

involved in the'operatiph. - Only the third and fourth points in Mr. Reedman's
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. caﬁle, howevef, would lead to that danger, and since once contact had been

established, any correspondence could be sent by mail, the third point was ha I dl;
éssential.- He felt ‘that thére- was no ob,jection- to the first two points, namea 1y
tha”c tie Commisaion request UIMWA'a assistance to distribute the forms on red g

and to receive and despateh the applications to the banks,

Mr, ROSS {United ¢ States oftAuerics) and ¥ ., BARAT] Supley) arrecdliow Ty
e oviews exprospad oy othe Chialrman.

On the invitation of the Chairman, Mr, Blandfort (UNR WA} and Mr, Idsoénch

(Advisor’y Commission to UNRWA) took seats at the Commission's table.

The CHAIRMAN velcomed Mr, Blandford and Mr, Ingrand, Feviewing the w
of the Corrﬁnission on the ques{;ion of unfreézi'ng blocked Arab accounts in Israe ],
he stated that the rreeting had been cal:l.edr" to consider practical questions
arising from the dnscuss:.on in progress in London between representa‘cives off
Israel and Barclay's Bank on the transfer of the amount to be released as the
flrst‘l’nstalment to the owners of the accqunts. He drew attention to the caiile
from I;’Ir; Reedman, which noted the need for a certain amount of assistance froIin
UNRWA, The Commiseion felt that any such assistance should not involve any
addition to the existing responsibilities of UNRWA N ‘but UNRWA's asgistance wowld
be most helpful and it was the best agency for establishing the contact‘s regquire

Two of the points in l-ﬂx".‘\Reedman's cable wouldnot involve the assumptior

of responsibility by UNRWA, namely the distribution of forms to claimants orn

. request, and the recelving and despatching of applications to the banks, TYaem

third and fourth pointes brought up in the cab‘leylhad already been discussed by~ ‘L
Commission., Point three would invol\}e more responsibility for UNRWA and wae al.
- less necessalry, vsir‘xce there would be no need _fdr UNRWA to act as a channel fourx
correspondence once it ‘had facilitated the establishment of contact,

klvl;r’. ‘BIANDFORD,(UNRWA) ‘expressed pléasure at meeting once again witly ti
Commission, In reply to the statement made by thé Chairman, he said that he
:'rad teceived a cable from the Chlef of the Economlc Division of UNRWA, Mr . Ba ste
iew days previously, to which he had replled not antlclpatlng the. n"eetiﬁg it
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the Commission and the presence a£ Headquarters of Mr. Ingrand. He had agreed
in principle with the course proposed ih Mr. Baster's cable and hadvaskéd

Mr. Baster to confer with the members of the Advisory Commission on how UNRWA -
could be of‘assistance; He had also had some doubts as to the fourth point in. .
Mr. Reedman s cable, and had said in his eable £0 the Chief of the Economic
D1v¢smon that UNRWA should not be responsible for the final determination of Lhe
1dent1ty of the recipients or of the amounts they were to receive, The
intentlon of his message had been that UNEWA gheuld be asg helpful as p0551ble.;

A more specific eable could be sent to Beirut if that were thought desirable.,

The CHATRMAN thanked Mr. Blandford, expressing the view that if the -
operation could be carrled through rapidly, the p051t10n of their respective
bodies throughout the'Middle East would be helped thereby. He proposed that
the Commission should take note of Mr. Blandford's angswer and leave 1t to
" Barclay's representative on the sﬁot to ask UNRWA for all the assistance

necessary.

It was so agreed.

| Mr. BLANDFORD (UNRWA) said that he would be happy to take all measures
necessary to provide Barclay's with as much assistance as possible.

‘Mr. Blandford and Mr. Ingrand withdrew.

3.  INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENT, OF ARAB REFUGEE PROPERTY ABANMCNED IN ISRAEL
Mr. ROSS (United States of America) thought the working paper'preparedv
by the Secretariat reascnable, and suggested ﬁhat the Commission might wish to

express that oplnlon. v
The Cormission agreed oni the text of a letter to be sent to the Secretary—

»General by the Chairman concernlng the projected study of 1nd1v1dual assessnent ‘,f

of Arab refugee property abandoned in Israel contalned in the worklng papcr

submltted by the,Secretarlat.

The meeting roge at 1.25 P.Tls

“H/ll Pl




