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Ref'eJrring to the decision 'taken by the' Commission at the 
'I' 

.m.orning meeting, the CkTiiIRldlN explained that; pursuant to a 
. ,, 

consultation with the E1rincipal Sec&ta~y, ho thought it- desirtiblo 
%. ,. 

to..present the,question~of a continuation of'exc~h~anges of views 
,_ ,, 

t.o.the flreib, Governments in two steF#s. 
Pi;s<;: : 'd document ‘should 

, : 

be prepared setting forth the acceptance in ~&.nciple of the 
. ,' ,! : , .' 

.' ,' &-a$ States to continue the talks; secondly, the letter of 
: :, : .r '.: , "' " 

.,invitation to be addressed to them 'by the O.ommission would be 
‘. 

PFy+* The $%airmnn had consi6ured it ursePul ‘to ik~c1ud.e in 
i: 

E ;:. 'the fj.Tst document a mention of the projected 'o~s%ablis'hmcnt by /, 'I . ..$ ., : iy 

. . . . . :: thel,,Cornmission,,oF a tachnicnl Lommittco on"&& $&gee question. 
. '. ' ,I 

This documen! might 'be drafted in the fovnz o!tf~~a~communiquc 
.' 

. L:I.,.i,.wQli,Gh .mould ‘be released 'co the Pl?cSS at the Close' OF the ;. ,,' 

'I ..Beirut meetings, . 
.:The Chaimrsn pointed. ou$ *&tt ‘ithe draft now .:.. ., : I ). ;: 

,. I befopc tho,,Corm;n$ssion W&T, entirely tentative ,arid frit&.ded only ./ . . 1 / .i L’!. .% 
,, :,!to facilitate the Comrnissionbs discussion':a6;'*&u 'matter. /. 

._.,,~ I, bi ,p I> '. 
.I 1:: '2 : ,:(: Mr,'ETHRIDGF ha? certain comment's to m&c r.ogaPding the 

1.). I 
!;secqnd paragyaz$ of the draft cornrr~uniaue~' tihich.'dealt with the 

:, . . \, ". ., ( .' 
qreat$.on of -bFe technical con?r;,.ittee 'on re"?ug&. 

ii& '-j& opinion 
:, i ;:: ,* r 

it was necessary to state precisely'tbk litiite'd sphe$e of 

ac'tion of this committee, rund in particular its status as a 

/consult& ive 



i: i;. ~a1 m.gi;&$on must ncjt he a~lowcd to pP2jUdiCe tho,Scttlanent of the ; 
.I .: i :' :,, ,: 

:i ‘bro&d$ questions 9- name1,$,, the l?ossibiLity of ;I rcqucst by the 
.?I. ,_L' '. 

,* 5 . , “ .  ,  
.i . , .  

:  :,‘I.. 

the refugees who might not wish to return to their homes. 

:' Mr. YAL;C.HI& comnented uron the I;r,l;ctica5i.!~~.l,fficuJties which 
.' 

the mission might'.acncountsr in the -,uccon~~~~ishllle.nt of its task. EIC : 

which could be furnished to it by the GovernmenZ;s and interested I 

authorities. On. the other Y&nil, the Com~~ission could not afford 

; /. ,. to risk failure in this unde,rtaking.,,,, In his opinion, before po- ', : ., 
ceeding to the creation of such a body, 

:, 'I 
the"Co&ission Bhould 

. . : QC,!' ; ,. -. 

'. 
cnref:ul9y define the task which would be. &nt&&i&'t6 it and the. ,. ; .. >,. 8: 

. cond$-5;ions under wh,ich it would undert:&c fha; {ask. For example, j",: :. .,I 1 .! .'. 

.,,if the mission should >ppe Lo the conclusion that"& the refugecE ') / I.. ,',,:.; ,,- 5,' 

,wisheQ to return to tbcir homes, the CoInmission'~~~gh'e"rind itself 
:. .' ,_' '. :' .; : ;, \.. : : ,, ;: .I' 

in an,-,,enibarrnss$ng and difficult positi'on. .' :I I, * .! :.. ., .' . . ." ,/,'), 

/ ;; The !ZH;~~RMAN reiterated that the text 'of the draf% communih ,\" ..,.; ,' .I . ': 
,, t que was cntiyely ?zatative nnd that it was nocesszry for the mem- ., . ,, ' :: .' ,i !' :; .' ,. I I 

.’ berg of the Commission to be convinced of its usefulness. .., 'I, '. J :,: ;. ..' ,,, : :' ,a ,,. ,. .' 
t : E?;LCHIN wore in &reemen$ t&t the 

i :,.: .: :; ,;'\.:; .; ., ,,., .( Jr. ETHRIDGE p-id Mr. 
i j,, ,a : ' ' ,-(_. ._ . \: ,, :., i' .i,, ' :.,, 

,,,?,Y,~F~$$ ,co,mmunique should be transmitted to the' Artib deleeations 
.! 2C.P . ,' .I.%, ./ ; :,,fl '( ,'. 1 

order that $heiS. reactions m.ight be ascertained. " X ,, : ; !,"! ,";,' ,.! ;y ; :...n. /.,I .,,l. : 
The ~~IRMA~ then invited oxprcssions of opinion from his 

: .,;, ,. .'t' ), '. 

coJ3cagues on,TAe draft Letter of invitation 'to 'Le sent"to the ,. .: , . '. '. ,. j :/ ', 
Rrab,,Govemmcnts if they, agreed in I:rinciplc 't; cont’hue the CX- '. I A" I,: ;,.. ' 2-i ,I : : '8 ; .', 

,; ,). changes of.views. ,.. ,/',' ,,:, He pointed out once more -th:.l:i; ihe draft was 2 
!'L. ..e ! : :. 1 L:' I', 

I ten$qtivc one and that he would like to h&ve t;l& Commissianvs 
: : .' ,, .).,. - :.i. : .!.' , ,, 0.': ,, .,‘i ., ,' ,/ ,' . ,. 

comments on it. .' ,,. i'! ,,,,,,‘i,, ;This ga.y,q 'iise to a ~~rcl&&&:~/ ".lisc&sion r@- I, . . . I. 1 i ;"; , : ;, ,a ',. 
,gar,$;ng the location to be chosen for 'the '~~.w"~"~'~~l;:v8r'sutionS. .,, .1 d,, .,. .;: : ',,' / I ,, ,, ' .) :_ .!, ;, /, ., ,,. ‘ 3, , : ; ," .'! [ ", ', , j I 
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Mr. ETHRIDGE was in favour of beginning the talks in a 
,',. : ,I ., ,., : 

place"'&& as Rho&s; .' I‘F &e i+s"c' canversatibns prayed 'to be 

successful,, the"Cbmmission'mightconsider continuing ,them, for 
6 

fixample, in Ghikvn. 'He felt, l;awcver, that the publicity which 
,I ,,"" 

always surrounded 'meetings held in Geneva might 'bc dangerous at 

,‘, ', 
w t&i& ~~~JI~~UN recognized the advantages of holding the new 

I 
conver$&tions in a place such's:; Rhodes, whach'was close to 

Palestine; but on the other hand, the 'physical ,c:inditions at 

' Rhodes, and the fact that there was only one hotel where all the 

Arab del'egations as wall as the Israeli delegation would have to 

be accommodated, wouJd pro'bably, make the conversations cliff icult. 

There would 'be the danger that the talks might take on the appear- 

ance of direct negotiations, which would be unacceptable to the 

Arab delegations; It was even doubtful whether the number of rocx:': 

nvailablc at the Hotel des Roses would be sufficient to accommo- 

date the Commission and all the delegations which would be present 

at the same tim.e. 

Mr. Yi&(jHIN drew attention to the numeroue facilities avail..* 

able in Geneva. He did not feel that the danger OP ptiblicity men- 

tioned by Mr. Ethridge was a very serious one. Geneva was conti- 

nually the scene of important conferences, for which reason the 

Commission would doubtless be able to hold its conversations un- 

obtrusively, with no particular publicity. 

Mr. ETHRIDGE raised the question of the sending of a cabloll'. 

‘report to the General ,‘lssem:bly as early as possible, in view of th 

fact that Israel's apI)Jication for mem5ership in the United Nation: 

would 'be considered by the Assembly during the xpri.1 session. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the question of the admissior: 

,of Israel to mem,bcrship in the United Nations was outside the 

competence of the Conciliation Commission, and that if the Arab 

/Governments 



., : ,. : ,( 4 .!., ‘. . 

G~vcrnrncnts should endeavour to have information rcquestev from '. /' .C\" . ., / II . ,, 

ii the Cyrmxission concerning' ISIXLC~'S observance of tI+ resolutions 
1 ,. ,""... :', ', ,, '-- ,; 

of the, Assembly (as Mr. ' Ethridgc had suggested wnil;ht OCCUIY), it 
i : ;. ":'., .,: ,, _: . . I'. 

could only be hoped that the Lwembly. would refuse the Arab . . j ,-. , & I; .: 2, _, 5,. .., 
request. Nevertheless, the Chairnlan was in full agreement that 

aa report shotild bc submitted to the Assembly as quickly as pas- :,j. ,. . '..' 2 
sible after the attitude of the Arab States 

.  

I  . . :  

:  

, . :  

. I ,  ‘. 

I  4 .  .  

on thg subject of /' ., /I. 


