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Referrxng to thc declslon takon by thé Commission at the
morning mcetlng, tho CHuIRMAN explalnod that pursuant to a
‘consultatlon Wlth the lrlncllal Seoretary, hg thought it desirablc
. %o present the qucstlan of a contlnuatlon of cxchwnges of views
to. the Arab, Governments in two stcrs.: Plrst & ‘document should
be prepared settlng forth the acceptance in prlnc1ple of the
Arab States to contlnuc thc twlks secondly, the letter of
.aan1tatlan to be addres&ed 10 them by the Comm1881on would be
drafted. The Chalnman had oon31aered 1t useful to include in
the flrst documentva mentlon of the proabcted ‘¢stablishment by

the Comm1531on of a tochnlcal commlttce on’ the rofugeo question.

This document mlght bo drﬁftcd in thc form of a communlquc

.. Which would be released to the Press at the close of the

-Beirut meetlngs. The Chalrman r01ntod out” that ‘the draft now

; before the Oomm}581on was entlrely tontatlve and’ intended only
:.bo facilitate the’Comm1831on s dlscusqldn Gf ‘the matter,

. Mr. ETHRIDGL had certw1n commonts to mako régarding the
- second paragraph of the draft nommunlquep'whlch dcalt w11h the
creation of the techn:cal commlttee on refugees. Tn''his opinion

it was necessary to state rr601sely the 11m1ted sphere of

action of ﬁhis comnittee, nd in particular its status as a

/consultative



:‘_Qal,misslon mist not be allowed to prejudice the settlement of the
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coﬂ;ﬁlﬁaflve organ of the Qomm1551on. Thé'cféﬁfiéﬁgé%;this techni-
[broﬁdéf>qﬁestions,- namel&, the possibility of « request by the
'urab States for technlcnl 3881SthCO from the United Nations in
ftheir economlc‘ cvcloPment and tho ro 81b111ty5o£ ‘absorption of
the refugécﬁi%hé mlght not wish to returﬂ to their homes,
M:Mf;*YALGHkacomnented uyon‘thc‘practicalLﬂifficulties which |
the mission mighti@hodunter in thejdécomﬁiishment of its task. Hc
did hot see how the mission WouldJBé able to verify the infoxmatioﬂ
which could be furnished to it by the Governments and interested |
authorities. On the other hond, the Commission'could not afford
,2to rlsk fallure 1n this undertaklng.w In hlS oplnlon, before pro-
CbOdlng to the Crbathﬂ of such a boav, the COmML881OH should
oarefully deflnc tho task which would bc cntrusted to 1t and the

A
condltlons undcr whlch 1t would undertako that task. For examplb,

if the mission sh@uld c@me to the oonolu51on thnt all the refugees
;‘Wlshed to Peturn to th01r homos, the Gomm1561on mlght 11nd itselfl
ﬁln an embarras51ng and dlfflcult p0ﬂ1tlon.

. The CHAIRI\MN reiteratod that the toxt of the draft communi-|
.que Was entlrely tentqtlvc and that it was ncoes ary for the mem-~
‘ bers of ‘the. Comm1851on to be conv1nced of 1ts usefulness.

Mr. ETHRIDGL and Mr. VALCHIN were in agreonwnt tth the

_Jdrqftlcgmmunlque should be tfansmlttcd to the Arab delcgitlons ling
.order that thelr reactlon% nght b& a%certalned |
The GHAIRMAN’then 1nV1tod oxrre 81ons of oplnlon from hig
Jcolleagues on the draft 1ettor of 1nv¢tat10n to be sent to the
Arab Governments 1f thcy agpoed 1n 1Plnolple to contlnue the ex-
changes of. VIews;q He p01nted gﬁt once morc th 2 Lhe drqft was a
;Htentatlve one andvthat hc would 11kc to have hﬁ Oomm1081)n 8

.‘vcomments on 1t . Thlo gave Pl& to a prollmlnary llSCUS&lOH re-

ngrdlng the locatlon to be ohosen for thg new cvnvorsatluns.
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Mr. ETHRIDGE was in favour of beginning the talks in a
" placc Such as Rhodes. If the Tirst conversations proved to be
"éucCeSSfﬁlj the Commission might consider continuing them, for

¢

éiémﬁle; in Géneva. ‘He felt, However, that the jublicity which
alﬁéygiéurrouﬁﬁed‘meétings held in Geneva might be dengerous at
“?tﬂis iniﬁiaI éfagéf‘ | | |

 “'The CHATRMAN recognized the advantages of holding the new
cdﬁvéféétiéﬁs in a place such as Rhodes, which was close to
Falestine; but on the other hand, thc'physi§al-éénditions at
" Rhodes, and the fact that there was only one hotei where all the
Arab delegatidns as well as the Isracli delegation would have to
be accommodated, would probably make the conversations difficult.
There would be the danger that the talks might take on the appear-
ance of direct negotiations, which would be unacceptable to the
- Arab delegations., It was even doubtful whether the number of rooni
. available at the Hotel des Roses would be sufficient to accommo-
date the Commission and all the delegations which‘would be present
at the same time. |

| Mr. YALCHIN drew attention to the numerocus facilities avail-
able in Ganeva.‘ He did not feel that the danger of publicity men-
tioned by Mr.‘Ethridge was a very serious‘one. Geneva was conti-
nually the séene of important confereﬁces, for which reasonsthe
Commission would doubtléss be able to hold its conversations un- .
obtrusively, with no partiéular publicity.

Mr. ETHRIDGE raised the question of the sending of a cablcd
k'report to the Géneral Assembly as early as possible, in view of th.
foet that Isracl's application for membership in the United Nation:
would be considered by the Assembly during the April session.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the guestion of the admissior
of Israel to membership in the United Nations was outside the

competence of the Conciliation Commission, and that if the Arab

/Governments




e

. 1 o E

Govcrnments should endeavour to hqve 1nformatlon requestod from
thb Cmmu1881on concernlng Isrqel s ob ervance of the rcsolutlons

of the ssembly (as Mr. Ethrldgo had suggested mlﬂht occur) it

could only be h0ped ‘that the Lssenbly would refuse the Arab

request Novertheless, the Chairman was in full agreemcnt that
‘e report should be submltted to the Assembly as leCkly as posm
31b1e after the attltudo of tho APQb %tatus on. thu subgcct of

the new talks ‘was known.‘



