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'SUMMARY‘ﬁECQBD OF THE TWENTY-FIRST MuETING -

held in ‘Beirut on 28 March 1949 at 10 a.m.

. Present: Mr, de Boisanger (France) .~ Chairman
N Mr, Yalchin (Turkey)
Mr. Ethridge (U.S.AV) .
Mr, Azcarate . ‘ : - Principal Secretary

- - -

In reply‘to a question from Mr, Ethridge, Mr.AZCARATE
reported that he;had‘two days previeﬁqu‘handed the draft oommuni-
que to the Director-General of the Lebanese Mlnlstry for Forelgn
>Affa1rs, and to representatlves of the delegations of Iraq, Syria
and Egypt, with a brlef explanatlon that what the Commission con-
“templated was not”a”peace conference but simply a contlnuatlon of
 exchanges of views with a more positive approach to the whole
problem, The representatives of Syrie, Lebanon and Iraq main-
tained their stand regarding the priority of the refugee question,
although the attitude of the Egyptiah‘delegation appearéd slightly
more flexiblé. Offieial replies from the delegations would be
communicated to the Cdmmiséion in the course of the talks sche~
"duled for the beginning of the weeki Concerning-the’remaining '
two delegations; Mr, Azcarate had arranged to hand the draft

communique to the Députy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Saudi

Arabia the same day; the delegation of Transjorden having departed,

‘leaving no liaison officer, he would attempt to communicate it
through the Tfanéjdrdaﬁ iepation}in'Beirutll o

| The CHAIRMAN reported that durlng a conversatlon the
prev1ous day, the T'“;ry]otlan representatlve had requested certain
changes in the draft communlque whlch appeared acceptable to the

‘Chalrman. He had ‘asked for the suppre531on of the phraee "under

/paragraphs




.paragraphs L, 5 and 6", in paragraph 2 of the draft, and for the
amendment of a later sentence to read ".,.contlnuatlon of these
exchanges 5f rlews in” order to r@aoh positive results, in parti-
cular on the question of thé'refugees".

It.appeared that some delegations wished to lay dqwn
certain conditions asja prerequisite for furﬁher talks, The
Chairman had explained‘tb them that he consi@ered such a course
impoésible; the Commissioﬁ was disposed to ask the Government of
Israel to make certain apparently spontaneous gestures, but 1t
could not acbéptvfhé LaYing down of any preliminary conditions
for the talks. ‘ThéjdbﬁMiséidn had already waited two months to
Eégin‘its ébtﬁéi'wdrk‘éfYconéiliation as provided for in the
General Assembiyfs resolution;‘it'was now time to embark seriously
| uﬁdn ﬁhat taskv The Commission was quite willing to continue
,dlbuus 1ng the' refugee problem, but the ‘way must-be left open for
eventual extension of the scope of the new talks. The Chairman had
” made it clear that theére was no question of assembling the Arab
delegations togeﬁher around a table with a Jewish delegation and
uhdértaking peace negotiaﬁidns, but the Arab Governments must
accept the'presenée of a Jewish delegation in the ‘same city.
| Mr, ETHRIDGE had no objeétién to the,first proposed
change:in'the draft téxt"buﬁ as rednfdl'the secohd: he‘frlt that
undue stress should not be laid upon the "refugee questlon if the
new tdlks were not to becomc a mere rep@tltlon of the pr@sent ones,
The Arab delegations must accept the understandlng that the scope
of the talks was definitely to be broadened. He would orefer a
revision such as ",..to aéﬁieve positive results on all out standing
questions including the question of ﬁhé fefﬁgeéé”.'

The CHAIRMAN énd'Mr; YALCHiN?supponted Mr, Ethridge’sk
view and agreed that the' Commission should try to.péersuade the
Egyptian'delégationitb?aCCept a'leSE restrictivé'textjthan:it at

present advocated.



