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Bthl meeting 1 : A .
11:00 a.m. Tuesdav 23 March~l95h A S R

The CHAIRMAN Welcoméa'Mr‘.CorQér (ﬁcting Director - UNRNA) and asked him
for hls views on the question of collaoora@lon oetween the Conolliatlon Commission
and the Relief and Works Agency \

Mr. CARVER (Uhlted Nations Relief and: Works Agency) wished first of“ailufo
express his satisfaction with the Cormission's decision t0 send a Liaison Officer
to the Mlddle Bast. That cecision had coincided with hlS own letter to the :
Cormission, of 2 January 1954, and it was clear that tne “two bodies had been
thinking along similar lineu with regard to irproving liaison between them
He and Mr. Iadas had alreadJ had several meetings,in Beirut and Jerusalema.‘
furthermore, General Bennike had also been brought ihto the pictufé an&'tﬁeré
was new sgreement in prineiple to hold cormon meetings at reguler intérvals.

At Mr. Ladas ' suggestlon one of the jolnt meetings at Government House was
‘,ewtended to a luncheon to Wthh were invited Messrs. Lourie, Rafael and Cidor
of the Governmen$ of Israel. After luncheon the three Israelis, Mr Ladas,
Mr. LaV1le, General Counsei of UNRWA and Mr. Carver had held an inconclusivev‘
though interesting discussion of compensation and other matters of mutual concern.
The meetings had been fruitful in the sense of containing possiblllties of future
action, and & useful exchange of information had taﬁen place. J
, A further example of the growing collaboration between the two bodies
involved the preparation of refugee studies to be appended to the Joint Report of
the Advisory Commission and the Acting Director to the next séssion of the General
‘lAssembly. Reference had been made in last vear's Report to the preparation of'
a special report on the refugee problem in gll itg aspects. It had now been
g agreed to produce a series of staff s uoies en various aspects of the refugee
‘ problem and Mr. Ladag had asgreed to lend his assistance in the Ffields of
‘ repatriation and compcnsation. “In view of Nk ladas"background and ihvaluable
'experience in those guestions, Mr. Carver felt thet his asslstance would be
of a great benefit. , ‘

‘ Wlth.regard to the relations between UNRWA and the Truce Supervision ‘
Orgenization, Mr. Carver felt that the interests of the two groﬁps were inevitably :
N‘and closely linked. As an example of the need for coordinatlon, M. Carver e
, mentioned en irrigation scheme which was oegng considered for the Jordan Valley: i:$‘
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Engineers had located the only site cepable of being developed for this work, only
to learn that the site was one-fourth in Jordan territory and three-fourths in the
Syrian demilitardzed zone. Consultztions have since Béeﬁ held with" ' .
General Bennike to arrive at a solution of the difflculty o ;

NE Carver then raised, the questlodoithe Commiesion's pllot progect for the
1dent1ficabion and valuation of Arab property in the Caza sub- dlstrlct In view
of the Commissmon 8 1im1ted funds and the import tance of the study in terma of an.
ultimate solution of ‘the compensation guestion, Mr. Carver had suggested o the
Advisory CommlsS1on of UNRWA that Agency funds milght be advanced to expedlte the
works. To his surprisa the 1dea had been opposed by those who: he had assumed
would be most likely to support it and he did not see much hope of rev1ving the
suggestlon at the present time. Powever, he had‘proposed that UNRUA should, 1n
its Report express its beliefl that the sooner the. compensation questlon was
advanced towards a sclution, the more nearly would a solution of the refugee
problem.as a whole be reached . R o ,

' Mr BAPCO (Uﬁited States of: “America) . Welcomed the eV1dence preeented by
Mr. Carver of the growing collaboration’ between UNRWA and the Comm1551on His
delegation felt and . he thought the: other members of the Commission would agree,
that such a llalson errangement in Jelusalem hed 1ohg been ncedea and was ’
alreaay provnuzvT fruitful.‘ He was most gratified that a measure of really sound
co- operatlon on a friendly working basis had at last been achleved 2N thang whlch,
for one reason Or another, had not proved bossible: in the past

Mr Barco wondered how this initial co-operative arrangement could be
furthered, to extend beyond the staﬂe of exchenging information to a real JOlnt
co- oneratlve effort of a constructive nature, and thought that the varilous reports
to the Assembly in the fall might well lay a basis for co- -ordinated action.

The CHAIRMAN and Mr. DERINSU CTurxey) thanked Mr. Carver for giving the
Commission a‘first—hand account of the way in which the liaison arrangements were
working out. The Chairman expressed the willingness of the Commission to assist
Mr. Carver in any way it could.

With regard to the question of compensation Mr. CARVER (UNPWA) thought that
it was extremely important from the United Natilons point of view to meske every
effort to liguidate the problem. Eoth the Arabs and the Israelis were claiming

that the guestion constituted an obstacle which prevented them from’moving ahead
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towards a solqtion of other proolems All practical mEQSUTES being taken by v
the United Natlons in connes 1on Wlbh corpensation ‘would creatly facilitate the
task of securing: tne co¢operat10n of both 51des : . : _
-In connex¢on with the method oL pamment of co,pensatlon to Arab refugees
Mz Carver though+ that the Coucillation uomm¢551on might wish to rev1ew its..
declared p051tion in favour of 1na1v1dual paymenzs  He had. discussed the ratter
with, M. Ladas aﬁd disnovereq that thpy had 1nuepeﬁae tlj, reached -similar
comclu51ons :The’ v1ew of M. Oarver and Mr Inﬂrund of the ﬁdvmsory Comm1ss1on\'
was’ tham the dibtributlon of hard currency to inuiv1aual refugﬂes in small
amounts would be wasteful and 1nprautical A more effective method might be to.
“, distribute the tptal,hard currenqy,1whatever the sﬁm, to the host countries
in amcunts proportionate to.the number ofrrefﬁdees each. government was prepared
to résettlé Within ite borders. The host countries could then meke payments
to the refugees in their. .own;currencies.  (The. -actual, handling of the funds couldw
be entrusted to a SUbuiQLaTV of . the International Bank; thereby. reliev1ng the
‘governments concerned of. an overstaxing. adwinastratlve -burden. Mr.- Carver felt
- that it would be extremely useful to have some oonstructive Joilnt thinking along
those. llnes In .answer to g ‘question by'the-Acting Prineipal Secretary he. said
¢ that as yet no:concrete plan had been. formulated but that he. would keep the .
Commlssion Anformed in the matter. S R PRSI SN N
Mr Carver con81dered that thp time had,come to report to the Ceneral. Assembly
in sych a 'way as tq enable .1t to adopt a new approach -to the Palestine problem . .

and break the deadlock created by outdated: aﬂd ur’DMkav*e rasolutions

- The meeting rose at 12 noon.




