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Present: Mr., de Boisanger (France) - Chairman
- “'Mr. Yalcin {Turkey)"
Mr., Ethridge (U.S.dvs) ]
Mr, Azcarate ‘ - Prlnclpﬂl Socretary
~ Mr. Escher - CommlSSl”nuT for Middle East,

Internaticnal Committee of
the Red Crcss

In reply to a question by the Chalrman, Mtu‘hSCHnR 1nformed
the COmm1351on that since it 1c“t Je rusalbm thore hﬁd been few
changes in the refugOu 51tuqumn in fhu areas admlnlutered by the
Red Cross. Thero had been cerL11n mcdlcql 1mprovements and approval
,,had been gralted to recrult medical p@rgonnéavln th‘fleld.

Mr. Escher pointed to the dlfflculty of doturmlning accurqtely the

i

number of refugees but gave the approx1matc figurs in thb areas undol

Red Cross administration as 441,000,

In view of the fact that Mr. Escher would shortly be
attending a meeting of the General Committec of the International.
Red Cross in Geneva, the CHAIRMAN outlined briefly for his inferma-
tion the work of the Commission with regard to the refugee question.
In reply to a question by Mr. Escher as to the verad ty of the
press report that the Transjordanién Government was prepared to

settle 400,000 refugees in Tranéjordan, the Chalrman replied that

Trans jordan had seemed willing at first to take a considerable numbur

but had since become much morc reticent, possibly because of the
attitude of the other Arab States,
With regard tc measures to be taken to move the refugees

in the Jericho area to a cooler climate for the summer months,



i-

Mr, ESCher said‘that plans were being made te set up camps nsar
w’Jerusalem and Ramallah to whlch refugees could be transferred.

Facmlltles would bo llm1tbd however, owing to thq_shortage of

tents., _

Mr. YALCIN cbserved that in Jericho there seemed to be a
discrepancy betwesen the refugee figures estimated accordlng to
supplies distributed and the actual number of refugees. He
‘wondered how the Red CPuSS had decided on thu figure of 441,000,

y Mr. ESCHER said that there was undoubtedly dupllcatlon
in ﬁﬁe lists and agreed that a census would be desirable. He said
that Transjordan might be willing to assist in taking a census 1if
the Conciliation Commission =oculd take the initiative and if the
necessary funds could be providod.

The CHAIRMAN and Mr. EVHRIDGE pointed out that the Commissl on
had no funds at its disposal but thought thdt the proposed
Technical Committee might study the question of the Commission's

interest in the matter,




