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UNITED ll.ATIONS CONCILJlATfON CC&&&$SION FOR pATJ3STXNE 

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 325th MEETING 
.' .,., 

Held at Headquarter?, New $x'$~ r 
on 9 March 1955, at 11:CO a.m. 

. ,, $.' : I(/ 

'Adopti& of tkie‘agtinda. ,, I 

.' 
Reappralsal'of the compksation questiok (Dottier on 
&k$nsatio~i dated 2 March) ' " 

. 

‘. “ /  ; .  I I  , , .  

Decision rega&ing"the immediate ‘f'utu?e 'o&the office 
for identification and valuation of Arab refug;oe property 
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AIlOPTION OF TI33 AGUfDA ;_ 

$e agenda was adopted. 

REAPPRAISAL OF "?I33 COMPEI%3ATION~QUESTION (Dossier on Compensation 
da&d 2 March J-955) !.':., i 

SPECIAL SUPPLl?KENTARY~REPORT ON CCMPENSATION AN&fOUNCED IN THE: CONCILIATION 

COMMLSSLON's 14th PROGRESti REPORT 

The CHAJRMAN observed that the dossier on compensation which had been ,,,. 
prepared and circulated by the Secretariat contained a large mount of interesting 

materfal and he regretted that he had not yet had time to examine it thoroughly. 
. 

It contained the germs of action which might ult,&mately be taken by the Commission 

and certainly called for careful study by the Governments represented on the 

Commission. . However.? the Commission was faced with a, more immediate,problem, . 
namely, the fulfillment of the intention announced in the Fourteenth Progress 

Report to issue a special su&iementary" report on: t& compensation issue. : , 

Mr. ORDONBEAU'(France) and I&,'ASIROG&(Turkey) 'both remarked on the 

usefulness of the dossier and expressed their regrets at not having had an 

opportunity to study it carefully. 
:. ..( ,. ,',_ : 

The CH,AIRMAN pointed out that the.,dossier suggested certain alternative 

courses of action, based on an approach different from that followed in 'the past. 

Up to now, the position had been that prior to any negotiations on compensation 

it would be necessary to settle on the total amount of compensat$&-i.to be,,paid 

and the readiness of Israel to undertake such an obligation. The dossier 
suggested a reversal of that procedure, taking as an example the instalment 

system adopted in the blocked accounts release operation, The suggestion merited 

careful consideration. The Chairman felt, however, that while considering the 

dossier it would be desirable to proceed wSth the report, which would not contain 

recommendations or conclusions for future action but simply set the stage for 
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(The Chairman) 

ti~kiia;t&k?x+ ‘the Commission rnibht, tiltiinatel~y~decfde to’.‘doti. The United States. 

C%~ertiiikht felt that a well-doduipetitled, ,.historfdaJ. resum& of’:ther aritire ques-t;iGn,: 

with~,~t’,coinmltting.th~ Cci~s’s’ion afther as’to conclus!j;ons’-or time of’~public;~%lon. 

would be extr&kly:tisefuI; ‘.:ts :pu~pos$~ would’be tb.provide,a x3eflnftiTTe ,frk&iW 

on the~“bri~fhs.,an~~‘.‘develbi~m~:~t of the.com@nsatibti question, At the sskneWz.e, “. 

the Co&is’@Fd~~~could cohtinu&to conefder, an a delegation-arid goVernmental:~eWX, 
the stafjements’ a;&d j&&s ,$e+ fbr.th.,$$ the. dossier, :: 1 ,;+ , :I ‘. ,.e ‘,!: (: . . . . . . : .: Lo’.‘,; 

: ., ( ; : : :: , ,, : ;;: 2; . . ., ,.:. A..,< .,, ..’ .I ..,I 

Mr, ORDONlVE2W (France) agreed as to the advantages to be obtained from 

such:&,.y$&sum& and .thoight that f~ther”:~oifi~id~ra~Eitjn,.le~~~f:b~’:ESFven .ta’.%he:I ,” 

: X%W:frmanJ& suggestion, ,” 1,’ : ,,;. ‘II,” .j. ,, . . ,, ., ,s , ‘. ‘, *,:.;,. ‘:,I ,. .: 

The Chairman then ob$erved that the recent incident in Gaza had arrested 
:wd&~@ee&d to “I;@ .&I improve~nt.in’~~~-;geno”i7ak.:,~~:lm~t~,in th% area. .’ ‘For ., ( .: that 

re&&d’n,;‘zl,-k might provk to be unp‘ropitious’to raiqe,;publicly the com;psnsat2on ::. !.,: 

question.:, ’ ‘#‘But it was .poss$bie that’whatev& ‘was $0 ..timerge from the preserit:, .,‘:.:i’, 

.~s.idiiati~n,‘9f:co-ord~nated, might:p~oduce’~beMe~~ciaJ., re&ults, Zf~the~G~mmW~ion 

it’s&Wco’uld draw tittentibn .to’ the~‘Impb-rtande~ of' co;ardlnsXLng.Mith 0th~ ;Ovgana"~' 

th&vWious aspects of the ‘p&t~Wi~, ~t’was,pos~~ble:~~~at Whe $m?eS@nt situati0W 

might evolve so that the Palestine .prablam ~c.csul~ xwceive~brGa&e~ thinking’ana 

more general. application than it had in the past. 
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After further.discussion it was.agreed to ask the Actiing Principal Secretary 

to inform the'secretary-General of the Commission'.s :feeling that the Compensation: 

que$tion required $,n extensive,review and to seek.his:.assistance where ,r,equired;,. 

that the Secretariat would begin preparation of'.an historical:..:account of the : ,' 

compensation question which would not attempt to comm&t,the CommZssion to any, 

future course of 'action or.forecast any course of aot%on; :that ,the Commission 

would meanwhile give consideration to%he points.'raised in the dossier before ., i 

reaching conclusions as to its future plans. 
' .' 2 " : 

4. DECISION REGARDING'~TRE IMMEDIATE FUTURE OF mE: OFFICE FOR IDENTIFICATION 

AND VALUATION OF ARAB REFUGEE PROPERTY (Draft letter to the Jordan Government) 

,._ ( The. CEAIRMAN.recalled'.that the Commission had riot yet r$ached a 

decision as to whether or not to concentrate the property identification work in 

Jerusalem, and whether or not to accelerate its pace, His view,.was that if,, in. 

the course of the Commission's reappraisal of the compensation question, the 

possLbiilty of a net] apprcach.were,.to.emerge during the ensuingye,ar, it would, 

in his opinion, not be practicable.td change,'r?ow~th~:present arrangements as to :,I 

staffing or location, 'As a'result',of Its reappraisal, howeverj 'the Co~iSSiOn " 

could"take'a' further look'at the s~tuatfonintwo or three months' timei' The, : 

Chairman add&d that any-:'cZecision would have: .to await asettletient of Mr. Hadawi's 

case, and asked the Acting Principal Secretarg'for a.,report.on .that'question. 
.' ; /,. ,.' : 

Mr. Cm1 (Acting Principal'Secretary) stated zthat after the last meeting 

he had'informed the Secretary-General of the'Comtn$.ssionls views. 'The.Secretary- 

General had then asked the Legal and Security Counc3.L.Affairs Departments LO' I, 

prepape ,a report,.which they had done, in conjunct%on with the Bureau of Personnel, 

The matter had then, with the approval of'the:.Secretary+General, been referred to' 

the Joint Disciplinary Committee for action.;' Mr.. Chai estimated that the case 

might' be disposed of in from one to ,tt$e months, ::. 
_I ', : ., 
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The Commission agreed to postpone its decision regarding the future of the 

identification work, pending its own reappraisal of the compensation question as 

a whole and until the case of Mr. Hadawi had been settled. It deceded to request 

the Acting Principal Secretary to convey to the proper authorities its feeling 

that, in all fairness to Mr, Hadawi, the latter's case should be dealt with 

without undue delay, The Commission also decided to instruct its Representative, 

upon his return to Jerusalem, to undertake preliminary enquiries regarding 

recruitment and other practical matters in connexion with a possible future 

consolidation of the identification work. 

With regard to the draft letter to the JOIXW+~ Government, the CHAIRMAN 

recalled that during the past year no progress had been made in obtaining Jordan's 

permission to examine the Land and Taxation documents in its possession. The 

draft letter was intended as a reminder that the, Commission regretted the delay 

and hoped that the JordQn Government would be able to reconsider its position. 

The Chairman felt that the penultimake paragraph should be redrafted in a simpler 

form, 

It was agreed that the letter should be redrafted and recirculated to the -- 
Members of the Commission for final approval. 

It was also agreed that a letter of thanks should be addressed to the 

Government of Israel, which had agreed to permit the sub-office to consult certain 

categories of documents at Government House. 

The meeting rose at 12:lQ p.m. t 


