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e OUMMARY RECORD OF THE FORTY ~FOURTH MEETING .
'MMW“5£Q?,heid 1n ‘L'alisanne on Sunday , 2k April- 1949
! at 3 pomo '
Present: Mr, ETHRIDGE (U.S.A.) "= Chairman
. Mr, de BOISANGER - (Franc ) ,
Mr. YALGIN (Turkey)
" Mr. Azcarate ~ "2 Prindipal

wro Secretary
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- Negotiations with Arab and Israeli Delegationsi: .

The CHAIRMAN gave a brief report:on ‘thesresults of his
discussions with Israeli officials concerning the Commission's
memorandum on measures to be taken for the refugees. The
Israelil Go&ernment had shown,no disposition pg make a state~
ment on the basis of the memorandum; - on. the, contrary, Mr,
Comay had.been-doubtful whether his Governmeﬁt.pould engage
in such activities simultaneously with the consideration by
the General Agsembly of its application for membership,in the
United Nations. Mr.‘Comay had further stated that if there
were to be a full debate on the Israeli application, it might
be dlfflcult for hlS Government to carry on peace»negotlations.

He had hlnted that it might be des1rable for the Commission to

postpone the negotiatlons, although whon dlrectly questioned

he had denied that hlS Government was requestlng any such

postponement, .

Mr. Comay had stresgsed the_importancelwhichyhis Govern=

~ment attached to the Lausanne negotiations; it\wes only a

~ /question of,.,



’ question: of a possible delay in his Government's participation,
Jdepending upon the turn of events in the General Assembly and
the effects of & full and open debate on the’ questions of
Jerusalem and . the refugees. o

The Chairman noted that the Principal Secretary had
already placed. a telephone call to Lake Suceess, in an effort
to ascertain the present status of the discussion in the First
Commtttee. |

'Ih view of the attitude indicated by Mr. Comay, the
Ghairman proposedvthat the opening meeting, on Tuesday morning,
should be with the Israeli delegation, so that the position of
the Israeli Government might be clarified° in the light of
that discussion the Commission could then ascertein the views
of the four Arab delegations at successive meetings in the
afternoon. e

The Comm;ssion approved the Chairman' s suzssstionL

Mr, de BOISANGER reported that during his visit to
{Cairo he had talked with the Prime Minister and with Hassouns
Pasgha, the Under~Secretary of State for Forelgn Affairs;
:while the former had only repeated the well-known Arab
:attitude on the refugee question, the latter had expressed the
L:hope that the discussions at Leusanne would cover all out-

| standing problems, including the question of boundaries.

h

‘:Oreanisation of the Technical Mission on Refugees .

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY reported that following the
Commission's discussion and decislion at the forty-second
meeting, he had‘despetohed;a detailed eable-toyLeke Success.
On his arrival in Geneva he had.learned that the Secretary-
fGeneral had'requested‘the GeneVe office to deal with the

/matter,,.



..3_.

matter and to make dnquiries regarding the implications of the
proposed additienal staff, The Geneva office was contacting
the apprOpriate organisations in the area coﬁoerning dhe possi-
bility of reorultlng technicians in Europe. .

The CHAIRMAN felt that this method of" procedure by the
Seoretarlat at Lake Success had plaoed_the”CQmmission in an
unfortunate position, since the Commission had repeatedly told
the Arab States that it was taking actlon onﬂthe refugee
question by(th%‘eetablishment of a technical mission., He per~

sonally was in favour of lodging a protest with the Secretary-

General againstwthe,delay, the ineffioiencynofﬁphe Secretariat
and its lack oflsopport of the Commissiongd' xS |

In repiyhto:a:queetion from Mr, Yalcin, “the Principal
‘ Secretary explalned that there was no questlon of authority of
the Secretary—General over the Commission, Nevertheless, while
it was the respthiBility of the Secretary~Genera1 to implemont
the decisions of the Commission, he had the right to choose
the procedure for that implementation. |

In response to a question from the Chairmen, who asked
what progress was being made by the Geneva office toward re=- r
cruitment of the necessary technicians, Mr, COOK said that all [t

appropriate United Nations bodies'in the area were being con-

' tacted, and that he hoped to receive a list of names by the
followiog'day. ‘Tt would now be his responsibility to set up

a manning table for the proposed committee,

The CHAIRMAN observed that ‘the Commission had an em-

phatic directiveg”as well as a duty of’ con501ence, as regards

the refugees, Which it could not ¢arry out until the necessary
information‘was~aveiiebie;'iit,was essential that technicians

showld be sent into the field at ohce to obtain the informa=

tion. He suggested‘that the results of Mr. Cook's work on )

/ the nroiect...
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~thé project should be examined at a Commission’ meeting Tuesday
morning immediately preceding the meeting with tHe'Isradell -

- Delegation,

The Commisslor appioved the Chairman's sugFéstion.

Mr. de BOISANGER pointed out that there was no indication

that any of the Govefnments represented on the Corfilssion had as

yvet been .comsulted with regard to selection of the“three teehniclans,
Mr, COOK Suggestedfthat the Geneva office should be asked

. to contact the Goverhments directly and the Commigélon approved

his suggestion, .+ #o7 7

Letter from the Deputy Director, United Nations Relief: for
Palestine Refugees

The Commission agreod that a representative of the Unlted

Natlons Relief for Palestlne Refugees should be allowed to attend
those meetings of the Comm1351on which were expected to involve

suistantive discuss1ons of the refugee quastion.'

Administrative Questiong

Mr. COOK explained the arrangements which were being made
regarding offieial transnortetion for the members of the Comiu~
ission and its staff and the granting of diplomatin privileges for

‘puraoses of monetary exchange. B ’

In reply to a question from Mr.‘de Boisanger regarding the
provision of certain leading newspapers to members of the |
Commission, the Principal Secretary expleined tnet Mr Grand, the
press offilcer, would be in cherge of all questions of press and
information. He suggested that at the time of the opening meeting

.the CommiSSLOn should release to the press a comprehensive statew
vment explaining the organization, composition and past activity
of the Gomm1e51on, since there was 1ittle detailed information

| available in the Swiss press. -

./ The CHAIRMAN...



The CHAIRMAN agreed but‘suggested that the statement
should not be released until after the opening meeting.
| The Chairman then presented to the Commission two new
members of the United States Delegation, Mr. Porter and
Mr., Barcoj the latter would replace Mr. Halderman beginning

on 26 April.
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