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Second Progress Report of the Cormittee on Jerusalen
(document Com.Jer/11)

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the Second Progress Report
of the Committee on Jerusalen had been submitted to the
Cormission prinarily for purposcs of informatiomn,

Cormenting on the first sentence of paragraph 2 of the
- Report, he did not congider it desirable or accurate to
state that considerable doubt existed "as to the possibility
of internationalizing Jerusalen in a nanner fully compatible
with the letter and spirit of paragraph 8 of the resolution
of the General Asssnnbly of 11 December 1948 and acceptable
to the parties concerned,"

Mr. BARCO (United States representative on the Cormittee
on Jerusalen) pointed out that that statement had been made |
before the Committee had drawn up its Prelininary Draft for

-~ an International Regime for the Jerusalen area, which it
considered to be fully compatible with paragraph 8 of the
General Assembly's resolution.

There being no objection, the Cormission approved the
Second Progress Report of the Comnittee on Jerusalem,

Draft press cormunigue (docupment Press/9)
The CHAIRMAN informed the Cormission that both the

Israeli and the Arab delegatiohs had agreed to the desirability:

!
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of issuilng a press communique stating that both parties
undertook to collaborate towards tho cestablishment of a just
and permancnt peacce in Palestine, After duc consideration of
its torms, the Arab and Isracli delegations had cxprosscd
their approval of the following draft communique:

"Upon resumption of the Lausannc cxchanges of viows,
‘tho Conciliation Commission has considered it uscful to
define nore preciscly the objoctives of those oxchanges.

"The Arab dclogations and the delegation of Isracl have
glvon oxpross assurances rogarding their intention to colla-
borate with tho Comnission with a viow to the definitive
scttloneont of the Paleostinian problen and to tho uSt&bllShﬂ
nent of a just and pernancnt pceace in Palestine,"

The Chairman also infornced the Commission that the Pross
Officor would contact the Isracli and Arab delegations with
a view to cnsuring that his cormentary on the communiquc
would bo fully in kdeping with thelr vicws,

Mr, PORTER cxprossced his satisfaction that the Commission
had succccded in obtaining such a constructive statenoent,

The Cormdission agrocd that the cormunique as approved

should bo givon to tho proess,

oport px hu Cha rian of tho Gener Comnittec on rocont
: onriitio

My, de la TOUR DU PIN (Chairman, Goneral Cormittec)
recalled that the Cormmiittee had been instructed by the
Cormission to submit to the Arab and Isracli doleogations
the proposal of the Technical Corritteo cdncorning tho
establishnont of mixed Arab-Isracli working groups to
- evaluate danage done to Arab prOperty in Isracl. The Cormittce
had accordingly prosontod the proposal to thoe Israell delo-
gation at a rccont mecting (Com,Gon./SR.25). The Isracli
roprosontatlvos, howovcr, had considered the suggostion as
prumwturo, and had expressced a prefeorence that the natter
should be dealt with in connection with wider proﬁbsals on
the refugec quostion as a wholc, which would probably be
subnitted within a few days, In viow of this attitude, the
Cormittee had deeided to postponc presentation of the pro-
posal to the JArab delegations until a lator noment; it would
‘roquest the Cormissionts approval of that decision,
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The Coiriission had furthoer instructed the General
Comnittee to ondecavour to scecurc a broadening of the proscnt
Isracli concept of the "fanily" as applicd to the reuniting
of nmembers of sceparated fanilics. In the same necting with
the Isracli delegation, tho United States member of the Cori- :
nittoe had drawn the attention of that dologation to the advantagesﬁ;
of making the basis of their plan liberal rather than cncouraging ?
o liberal treatnent of cxeeptions to the rule.,  The Turkish
ricribor of the Comittcee had subnitted an alternative . defini- ?
tion of the categorics of refugcces eligible for repatriation
under the present progranme, The Israelil delegation had
agroed to transnit the definition © its Govermment, but had :
exprossed doubt as to whother it would receive favorable ?
consideration, in vicw of the abscnce of any rcply fron the é
Arab States to tho official Isracli request for appointiient .
of officials at border posts to facilitate the re-centry of
refugecs.

At a subsequent nceting with the Arab delegations
(Con, Gon./SR.27), the Connittec had discussed the question
of the appointnont of officials at frontier posts. The four
Arab delegations had unaninously agrced to requcst their
Governnonts urgontly to appoint such officials, subjoct to
the roscrvations, first that such agreenent should. be with-
out projudice to the final settlcment regarding repatriation
of all refugces, and sceondly, that they maintained their
provious objcetions to the restrictive Israsli concept of the

fanily.

Finally, the Gonoral Committec had asked the Arab dele-
gations to statc their position regarding the Isracli proposal
for the unblocking of accounts on a reciprocal basis.s The
Egyptian delegation had not as yot received instructions fron
its Governrent in the matter. The othor delegations had
accopted the principle of rociprocity, while neking a dis~
tinction betweon a goncral reciprocal unil ocking of the %
accounts, regardless of the amounts involved, &nd unblocking %
on a basis of cquality, pound for pound, The former procedure j
only was considcered to be failr and just, Since the greater E
part of the blocked accounts werc located in Egypt, tho ins- i
tructions awalted from the Egyptian Government would probably

have considerable importancc.
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The Goneral Conmittec expeeted to neot the Isracli
delegation following tho proscnt ncoting, and would discuss
the Arab replics on the subject of tho blocked accounts and
of tho arraanMunts for rouniting of familiocs,

Mr, YALCIN pointod out that in connection with the

ropatriation of tho refugoes required by the resolution, the
- Isracli Govyrnnunt intorpreted the word tone! as signifylng
any location within Isracl. He asked whether the Arab
delogations understood and accopted that interpretation,

Mr. do la TOUR DU PIN roplicd that the Isracli Govern-
nent had undortakon, whon ropatriating mombors of familics,
to cnable thom to rojoin the head of the fanily wherover he
night be at proscnt 1ocat0d in Isracl., The offor had bocn
comnunicated by the G»nural Corriittoe to the 4drab deolegations
in a nenorandun in thoso torms (docunont Cor, Gen,/7), which
had proved accentalla to then,

In reply to a quostion from Mr. Yalein as-to whethor
such reunited familics would have the right to nove fron onc
place to anothor in Isracl, Mr, do la Tour du Pin obscrved
that the quustion had not boon discussed. Ho pointed out
that two con51derations wore involved: first, the hunanitarian
question of reuniting nenmbers of familics, and sccondly, tho
gonoral conditions of life in Isracl, MNr. Hirsch had given
the assurance that drab rofugocs roturning to Isracl would
1ivo undor oxactly the sanc laws as thc Jewlsh inhabitants,
without discrinination,
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