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Riad Bey el Solh - Prime i.Sinister of Lebanon 
Hamid Bey Frangie - Foreign,.iinister of Lebanon 
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>Jtixi.Ster Of Syria 

Ainister Plenipotentiary 

Prime riinister and Foreign 
>.Iinister of Transjordan 
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In welcoming the representatives of the Arsb States, the 

CHRIRXAN made the following statement : ' 

.  .  

.  .  

a 
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Your Exceklencios 9 Gen.tlemcn, j . 
. 

Permit me, Your Excellency, in the firat'plac@q to express 
. . 8 1.' 

through you to the Lebanese Government the sincere gratitude of 

the Conciliation Commission for the tiillingn!ess with~~hich the ~ I 
Government of Leb.anon:.his cffcr'ed us.its hos&'t&lit~y,for the 

I 
holding of our m;:etings. '.In expressing: to'you:;my niarmest thanks 

I know that I am also interpreting the“sentimen,&,s of+all the 
9 ,. ., .* . I 

Delegates present, " a,,. 8,. 
2i.t the ssme.timo, I should like ,to.,stress the great satis- 

.', I :. .I,, I . 
faction with which the .Coneiliation CommisSionhas noted that its 

initiative in invitingthe-i2rab countries to'$at%er in Beirut has 

been received by their Governments with the goed'~will'lso clearly 
.1. .' !. 

manifested in the presence at this table of ,the many eminent 
. . .-. 

personalities to " 
. ., 

.' 
~hom'I have the honour of ,ad$ressing,,our most .' ,. . * I. 

cordial welcome, 

i would like'at this time to.take the opportunity offered 

by the cordial and intimate atmosphere in which the Conciliation 
.. .\ ,.. / 

Commission proposes t9 carry aut its work toV~submit, to y,ou I . . 2 .1 i,. . ..;.r' :: ,., 1 :, 
certain observations concerning both the substance and the pro- 

cedure of our deliberations, 

As regards the substance, I have only a few things to say 

today, You all know that the refugee question is the subject 

of our conversations, I am fully aware that this general subject 

/ involves 
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fnvolves a. gre,at nimber of concrete problems, first as regards :. *. 
,the relief whi,ch it will be necessary to give to the refugees 

for a, certain period of time - a task for which the Organization . . 
directed by i@, Griffis is responsible - second as regards 'an 

intermediate stage during which certain kinds of work would be .: 
provided for the refugees in order to end their present enforced , 
idleness, andSfinnlly, as regards the.last stage of repatriation 

resettlement.and economic and social rehabilitation. We.shall. 

examine all t'nese problems and as a result I hope that we shall 

be able to arrive at a more complete understanding of the point 

Of view of the Arab Governments than we were able to obtai.n.during 
. 

our too brief visits of a month ago. If, following our deliberations, 

it should prove impossible to adopt. definitive solutions for these 

various problems - for in undertaking the solution of problems as 

difficult and complex as those now.before us, one should not be 

too ambitious - I +m convinced that it will at least be possible 

for us,to establish the ,general linea along .which their solution 

may be found. 

As regards the possibility of extending,our excbnages of 

view to questions other than that of the refugees, I have only 

to repeat that which was said in the invitation addressed to your 
'1 

Governments, The Commi,ssion is always ready,to extend the scope . 
of our deliberations and even to, take the initiative in examining 

certain problems shculd:.the course of our.work,make such action ., 

advisable. : 

And now I would like to say a few words about the method of 

our work, Yo,u remember, no, doubt, that in the,invitation addressed 
, 

to your Governments by the Commission it was said thntthe Com- 

mission wished to have "preliminary exchanges of l*iews" with 

the Representatives of the Arab Governments,' .It, was not fortui- 

tously that this wording was adopted, It expresses in a‘very 
. 

,-precise way the character that the Commission wishes to give 

.' / to these 

. 
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.  1 It.i.8 @v$dont 'that the"',fact Cth%t.'tie will ‘&Lmii;' ourselvas 

:,here to a..pr*aLim2na+$. Bkchkng&'of: views should. riot 'prevent us from 
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H.E. RI.lD EL SOLH (Fri:ile .ii.nister af Lebanon) welcor;led 

the COmi;lissioil and the ;Lrab delegtions on Ir;chrlf of the Govern- 

ment af Lebanon. His Governmnt, he said, w.as happy to offer all 

facilities for the success of the i;leetines, The Pritile i.ii.nistcr 

expressed his hope that the mzetin;<s would result in peace , nut 

only for Palestine but for the world, based on the principles of 

right and justice, 

The Prince Ainister wzs of the opinion that the Comissicjn 

would find in its meetings with the ;irLb dcle@ions, both collec- 

tively and individually, A unified point of view concerning Palestine 

and especially concerning the refugees, 

The Frilne ..;inister repeated his welcome and hoped that the 

forthcoining meetings would te crowned with success.' 


