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Present: Mr, 'de Boisanger (France) - Chairman
v . Mr, Yalcin . . (Turkey)
Mr, Bthridge (U.S.A.) “
Mr, Azcarate . - Principal Secretary,

Foreign .iinister of

. . Egypt . .
~ H.,E. Abdel ifonem ifostafa - .iinister Plenipotentiary.

{

H.E.. Ahmed Khashaba Pasha

Mr,VAwni.Khalidy . L - Representative of Iraq
~H,E. Riad Bey el Solh _« Prime iiinister of Lebanon

H.E. Hamid Bey Frangie - Foreign .iinister of Lebanon

H.E, Yussef Yassin - Deputy Foreign :finister

e of Saudi Arabia
H.E, Sheikh ibdul Aziz : '

., Ben Zaid : - iinister Plenipotentiary
H.E. Khaled el Azem - Prime piinister and Foreign

Minister of Syria
H,E. Dr. Farid Zein

ed Din B - iinister Plenipotentiary
H.E, Tewfik Pasha Aboul - Prime ifinister and Foreign
Hada plinister of Transjordan
H,E. Fawzi Pdasha el ialki - Defence .iinister of Trans-
jordan

- o

Tn welcoming the representatives of the irab States, the

CHATRMAN made the following statement i



Your ExceX¥lencies, Gentlemen,

Pernit me, Your Ekceileneyklin the firét'place;'to express
through you to the Lebanese Gevernment thevéinbefe g?atitude of
the Conclliation COMWiSSLDn for the Wllllngness w1th which the
Government of Lebmnon. has nffered us its hospltallty for the
holding of our msetings, . -In express;ngitoiyoufmy warmest thanks
I know that I an also interpreting tho sentlments of all the
Delegates present ‘

At the sane. time,.I should llke to stress The great satis-
Taetion with which the Conelliation Comm1551on has notcd that its
initiative In inviting“the—ﬂrab countries to gather in Beirut has
been receined by thelr Governments with the: 0~oed ‘will ‘so clearly
manlfested in the preSence at thls table of~the many eminent
personalltles to whom I havo thc honour of addres51né our most
'cordial welcome | ‘

I would like at this time to take the opportunity offered

by the cordial and 1nt1matc atmospﬁere in Whlch tne COHClllatLOH

Commission proposes to carry out its work to submlt to you

P
' ¢ SHE

certain observations concerning both tho substance and the pro-

cedure of our deliberations,

As regards the substance, T have only a few tnings to say
today, You all know that the refugee question is the subject
of our conversations, I am fully aware that this general subject

/involves
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‘}info}ves a great‘nUmber of concrete problems, first as regards
:phg_pelief which it will be necessary to give to the refugees
_for a certain period of time - a task for which the Organization
d;repted by Mr, Griffis is responsible - second as regards an
intermediate stage during which certain kinds of work would bé
prpyided'for thgjrefqgees in order to end their present enforced
idlgness, and finally, as regards the last stage of repatriation
resettlement_and economic and social rehabilitation, We shall.
examine ?;l thesg problems and as a result I hope that we shall
be able to arrive at a more complete understanding of the point
of View of the Arab Governments than we were able to obtain:during
~our too brlef visits of a month ago., If, following our deliberations,
1t should prove 1mp0551ble to adopt definitive solutions for these
,.varlogs problems - for in undertaking the solution of problems as
difficult‘gnd complex as those now-before us, one should not be
£00 ambitious ~ I @m convinced that it will at least be possible
“for us_to,establish the general lines along which their solution
may be found.‘ _

As regérds the possibility of extending,our exphnages of
view to questions other than that of the refugees, I have only
;.to repeat that Wthh was sald in the invitation addressed to your
chernments The Commission is always ready. to extend the scope
of our deliberations and even to take the initiative in examining
certain pfoblems should. the course of eur.work.make-such.action-
édvisable, | .

N And now I would like to say a few words about the method of
our work, You remémber,_no;doubt,;that:in the invitation addressed
to:your.Governﬁgan;by the. Commission it was said that the Com-

’ miséion wished to have ‘'preliminary exchanges of wviews" with
the Representdtlves of the Arab Govermments, It was not fortui-
tously that this wording was adopted, It expresses in a very

‘precise way the character that the Commission wishes to give



.

to these mestings., Tt is within the limits of preliminary
exchanges .of wvlewWs  that we propdse to keép our déliberationsl”fThis
involves a certain HUmber"of'COﬁSeQuemcés; the ffrst of ‘which'is
Jhe following:. we do not@éee‘th&t any pdrpose weuld bé‘éerved;by
engaging. at present in a kind of generdl d&écussiéh WHich'migHt
tend .to hamper.dur‘freédomwof actioniy - It is ésSentiéI'in*our'l
;opiniOn‘ﬁoﬂmaintaih»és muchffluidityband'fleXibiIﬁty as pogsible ‘
’in;buraﬂiscussions.‘-‘Itndé'for'this purposé"thﬁb W@ w@uld~Wish*tO
see the real.. work being done. il the form of conversatlons with
each delegation,, after bur formal i meetlng toaay. ~W@rproposee,
therefore, Lo begln thegs conversations tomorrow and pérbéps,tdA

-Q:bnntinheﬁthem; if:necessary, until Wednesday ‘of Thursday.

. D Bubsequently, welwill agree .ori the future course of 5ur delibera-

v tlons, I beliseve thatiwe are all staylng ‘at’ the 8t, George Hotel

nand-that!iﬁ“wilthehsaSYWfoﬁiﬁstofmaetfés-well*QSJ%b"arfangé“dnd
prepare our future meetings without loss' of time, - Furthermovrs,
T would 1ike~to-inf@rmayou'that~the<aommission-hasfaecidbdfto
reserve; the daym@fﬂThnrsdéy.BéfMarch,.for-héarihg»the representa-
tives of the non-governmental organizations that might wish'tio
present themselves,

It 18 évident that the! fact that we will 1imit ourselves
yhere to apreliminary. exohange of views should riot’ prevent us from
keeping theupubl10~lnfbrm@dfaS“muc%Eaéw@OSSiblé OTvthe"genéféi:
‘qprogress of our work,  The Commissloh. will malntaln contact w1th
the . press edther. by mearis” of "cotmmuniqués™ or by press COHIGrencos
since we are well aware of the interest with which the: mectlngs in
iBeirut will be followed.in the wholo:world ' )

I believé that this Is‘all-that I have to. sdy today ! v Wé
hope to ‘have rthe pleasure ofl 8eeling you: all ‘at ‘tonight's recéption
at the Normandy Hotel.. - This will.Bean opportunity téestablish
Qontacts‘&ndapersqnalmralahionsLbetweennthéudelegati@nsméﬂd?théf
mgmbers &nd;staﬁﬁ;qﬂ the GommissiOm'wfarvsuChwdordialfrelatioﬂs;
inspiring mutual bonfldeﬁoe, Aarelan lmportant. flactor inall Undér-

takings of concilliation and international reace,

!
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H.E., RI.D EL SOLH (Priae .iinister of Lebanon) welconed
the Comiissicin and the irab deleg:ticns on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Lebanon, His Govermuent, he said, was happy to offer all
facilities for the succéss of the meetings, The Prime minisper
expressed his hope that the ueetings would result in pexzce , nob
only for Palestine but for the world, based on the principles of
right and justice,

The Prime iinister was of the opinion that the Coumission
would find in its meetings with the irab delegations, both collec-
tively and individually, 2 unified point of view concerning Palestine
and especially concerning the refugees,

The Prime .iinister repeated his welcome and hoped that the

forthcoming meetings would be crowned with success,



