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SUWL!RY RECORD OF A AEETING BETWEEN 
THE CONCILIATION .COL:LdISSION AND : . 'H,E'; DR. FARIDWSENTATIVE 

OF SYRIA j. ;., :. ,: ,, ', 
held in Beirut on 2 April 1949 I. 

Present : Mr, de Boisanger. 
Mr. Yalcin 
Mr. Ethridge 
Mr! Ascarate 

(France) 
(Turkey 
(u,s,A.) 

- Preside'nt 

- Principal Secretary 

H.E. Dr, Farid Zein ed Din - Representative of 
Syria 

The SYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE informed the Commission thathe 

would make an official statement for the record and asked that he 
I 

should be corr'ected if.the Commission was not in agreement w$th 

his assumptions. : ._,., . . . . .: ,.... ,, 
,. :.. It was his unde.rstandin~~~1;Aa.t; the CommLssion held,.'the 

opinion . 

1) Thatthe General Assemblyis resolution of 11 December, 

in so far.ns it pertained to the refugee quest;ion,,was 

impe.rati.ve a.nd: had. to be ,.exedute.d. and applied,; 

2) That the rep&triation, resettlement and economic Bnd 

social rehabilitation ofthe refugees who w,ould choose 

to return under normal or, more precisely, under normalised 

conditions, i.e.,, after the obstacles in their way had, 

been removed by the Government of IsrAel, were ,not . 

conditional on the settlement'of:other aspects of the 
..' , Palestine question; ' : . II 

3) That the C 0mmissionVs intention .%io: im.plenient..the resolution 

as regards the refu~~e"quelstio:ln?.~iwould.he.une~q~ivoca~ly. ' 

stated ti, the Jews 'e~spec'iaLl'y.as ,fari as the,'.o-bstacl,es-: 

pltibed in ,the' way of the:return of the:..re.fugees.,w'Rre i 

concerned -- obstacles which the Government of Israel 



i: .wotild"be firmly asked to remove. ,' (The Syrian Represen- 

' ttitive underlined that his Government stood firmly on 
, .  *  

. (  

'this last point). 
:.. 

The Syrian Government would be prepared to -enter into I. 8 . ._.,. _ .._ * ._ 
discussions on the aspects of the Palestine problem which required 

conciliation, with the clear understanding 'that it held the views 

expressed in.the above three points, on which the Syrian Repre- ,. 'Ai' 
sentative found himself to be in almost complete agreement with . " I 
the ComtnissiL~n.' This acceptance was not final but co&tituted 

an acceptance in principle which'would'have 'to'be c,onfYrmed by 

the Syrian Government when their representative succeeded in . 
getting in touch with them. . 

: :, .' . 
Comments and Discussion on the, Points,made bythe 

Svrian Representative 

1. The imperative character of para::rL,ph-ll of'the, resolution -_..a... 
The Commission agreed, without comment, to the first point 

made by the Syrisn Representative,' . . 
: 2, The solution of the refugeuroblem not dependent on the - -... _& "-y--m 

final settlement of all outstanding questions. . 
,, ,' : 

With regzd to the secclnd point, Mr. STHXIDGE,stated that 

he was not in agreement and remarked that.the,attitude,adopted I, 
by the Syri.n Government was unrealistic. 

Ii 
The,refugee question 

could not be settled independently of the territ,orial ,question, 
., ., ,," 

Nr. Ethridge considered,himself bound by the resoluti,on but the . . . . : . 
resolution should be allowed to speak for itself and no conditions 

or interpretations for its implementn~ion should be laid down. 

He had explained to the Syrian Representative as well, as to the 

Syrian Prime Minister that one of the r,easons why the refugee 

problem could not be solved independently wasthata great number . 
of refugees originating from areas that might revertto the Arabs 



. -  

? 

1 -3- 

after the territorial settlement would returnto their homes . . . ,: ... ', ,., '. t 
automatically. This part of the refugee problem could not be ,:... 1 ',. 
solved in advance. Mr,:Ethridge repeated that he agreed with the .J 

principle laid dcwn by th~,Syriandepresentative but ,could not .' 
3: 0 : 

agree with him,on the way in which it should be. implemented, 

Mr. YiiLCIN agreed with Mr. :Ethridgr; that the General kSSelTlblY’S 

resolution of 11 December should be asidered in its entirety and .' 
could not be separated into its component parts, ..There was nothing ,. 

in the resolution p;hich could be construed as ind:icating that the , .' :. 
specific mandates given to the Commission shoyld,or could be . . 

separated either from each o,ther. or from the non-mandatory parts . 
of the resolution, As an example of ,the.,,danper o.f such an approach i,'.;.), ?\.I, 

he pointed out the p,ossibility of the one .sido refusing tq proceed : i ,, . ,, .:. .I " . ,: ..::: .,,_. '..:d.:. __,. ., .,.",. . ., ,- " 
further inthe' general sett,lement once the refugee problem had . . . . . . . . ...*.. . '..* '. . ., ., " ,, ., ,, ,,.. 
been solved. He stated that the resolution only.,tried, to indicate '. " ,. _..... .._. .*. 1....... 
possible method's of ,solution qf.the problems of Jerusalem ,and the 

refugee&'butmade'no attempt to separate the.m.. He ,as.sured the,,, . : . . 

SyriannRepresentative, that the Cg,mmi,ssi+~n would do its duty as 'it / ,. .i'. 
conckived itbut that this would mean tha:t a,,11 the. aspects of the : .'. 
problem tiduld.,have'to be considered and solved toge.ther. ,' ,, 

The GHAIRii/li& .agrFed with the. point,,pf vi,ew,,expres.sed ,by his . '/ :,:_.:: ,,,.: . . . . . . . . . .:. _ ,, .::--. :... . . . ..L.' ,.. ::, ., . ,. ,, : .._. : 2. . : 
colleagues and‘und&rlined the fact that,the ,Cpmrnis.sion,was very ,. ,: ,. + ,..'. . . ..'. .., . . I. 
definite,,in its ,vi'eys':on this,matter. ~, ,, ,!, 

,i " The SYRI:'il!J REPR@$3NTATIVE repeated t++t ..in, his opinion th.o. $, '. : 

refugee 'problem.$as'not dependent, on the:,final settlement. and the : ; ,:. ('. " 
resolution'khbuld 'be::executed fn,so .far as it concerned the,, ;. i .' 1;, ,a,.' I. .'a # .' . 
refugees, regardless of whe,ther",, other q,uestia.ns, remained, unso,lved. ! j . ,i, 

There 'might 'be ceyt,ain,terri;~?r~i~l changes.....Fr,. changespfthq co,ptrol ,. ,_ I.'-',. . . . 
o+TT c~yt@n',~?re~~ h&ltir;ie ,$,T,orn the fi,n,al ,.settlement ,whioh would :, " ., .,.I 
faCilit&te the soltition of the ,yefugce,,proble,~'but tQe. gp,lu$.ion,.pf .' I,.' .; '. 
thiS'gkbbler$aS a whofe should not be ,made, to :~ai,t!i,oq~,~such~ a. 3,. 1 ..I .,, 

Settltiment: The Syrian Government hoped that this would not be 
1, , i ,! ,_/ : , 3' ' , ,, *< ' .I' ', . '/ ' * 



the case, 
) r. 8 

The Syrian Representative stated that, if.he underst,ood 

correctly, the iink that the Comm$ss$on considered .existed betl,\:ee'n .,' 
the refugee question and other %spects of the problem was the :( 1 
degree in which the solution of the other aspects would facilitate 

the settlement of the;,,refugee questionI He ,was of course aware 

thatthe question of co,ntrol:of certain atieas would affect the 

refugee problem. If certain area6 at presentunder Jewish control ;:, 
were ceded to the Arab&or'p'iaced 'under ilit.~~n~tional".control the 

: 1 ,, ._ ,,, .-,-' ..," 
'refugees from these"ar6as WoiATd' fklI'tiorG“sec,,w~ qnd L~o,~Ld .~e;tu~~ :.. ; I' / 
with less difficulty. 

: ., .' 4.',. I ..', .;; '., . . . : j '," I' : : 
y. The CHAIRMAN replied' that this,was.' one :aspec> .of,,th'e'z.pro.blcm .,' ; ,,, 

" 
an?L-t;he Commission would' study,it. 

: ' ..' . . : I' ':,ti,, ",.'I '" i: '; : ‘. .P. .; ,_ 
,, : j!j "i .State ment of the Commission's intentions ta. be madeeta --- . . . 

"Israel with respect to the obstacles pltided 'in the ~8; of *’ -.-- 
. :, 

; ;;, ‘_ ’ 
the refugees' .,,/I ., 
> ,. ,' I /.*, .; 

With *$egkrd y.#the third pointma$b'iy"'th-e Sjbian Deb gate the 
., ;.,' _. '9 

Commission ,agreed,,+th'out comment. ;',!,,' 
)., 

.' , :! .:,y ' n : ,, 
The SYRIAN REP,R$3ENTATIVE~remarked,that from this step of the ~ 

. . . .; 0 .',.I., 
Commission it wduld eme,rge'c!learly who was' responsible for obstruc- 

1 
ting conciliation. II: . : ,,,: 'I... _ .'# 

4-e Syrian acceptan,ce"of‘.discussionson other aspects of,t& 
I 

Palestine pr.oblem"' ".I : 3 ;,: 
i 

As rcgards'the Syri.an'GovernmentTs:.acceptlance ;t,o enter iil'tp 
,/' : i' 

discussions of.other as.pe,dt‘g df.the p,ro&lem the SYRIAN AEPRESEXTATIVE .I .: ,‘," 
declared' that his Gcvernme,nt re'served'~--u~~~~l, further,,discussion, 

* 
,,i.ts ,' ' >,.," ,' 

position on those'aspects that tiere tii'thin th.e purview &conciliation, 
,' ._.. I 8 

such as the territorial one'as ppposbd to,,tho& que.stbons on'which 
,, .,I 4 

the Commission had a specific ma;date, .&$ch.as. the resettlement of 
,, ,. 3 

the'refugees. He expressed the hope that both the Jews and the' 
.* ..> I a,: 

United Nations would'respect the resolutio:ls so as to form,a stable . 
..basis for further discussions. 

',, 


