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The SYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE informed the COmmissiéh ﬁhat'he ‘
would make an official statement for the record and asked phat he
should be corrected if the Gommissi@nfwas not in agreement. with
his assumptions,

It was his understandingwthat the Commission held the
opinidn .

1) That the General Assembly's resolution of 11 December,

in so far.as it pertained to the refugee question, was
imperative. and had to be.-executed and applied;

2) That the repatriation, resettlement and economic and

social rehabilitation of the refugees who would choose

-to~re£urn under normal or, more precisely, under normalised
cbnditiohs, i,e,, after the obstacles in their way had
been removed by the Government of Israel, were not
conditional o6n the settlemenb‘of:other aspects of the
Palestine question; |

%) That the Commission's intention méfimplementgthe resolution

as regards the refugéé?qu&Stian1WOuld,be,unequivooallyy
stated to the Jews @sp@éialry;usrfarfas'théﬁbbst&cle&;~
placed in the way of the'return of the refugees were :

concerned ~-- obstacles which the Government of Israel



G.woﬁld}he firmly asked to remove. (The Syrian Represen-
‘;tetlve underllned that his Government stood flrmly on
'thls last p01nt)

The Syrlan Government would be prepared to. onter into
discussions on the aspects of the Palestine problem Wthh required
conciliation, with the cleer understanulng thatwlt held the views
expressed in the above three pomnts, on whlch the oyrlan Repre=-
sentative }ound hlmself to be in almost complete agreement with
the Commission.  This acceptance was not final but constltuted
an acceptance in principle which would havé to be confirmed by
the Syrian Government when their representative succeeded in

getting in touch with them.

Comments and Discussion on the Points made byfthe

Syrian Representative

1. The imperative character of varasraph 11 of the resolution
The Commission agreed, without comment, to the first point

made by the Syr1=n Representatlve.'

2. The solution of the refugee problen not degendent on the

flnel settlement of all outstandlng questlons.d?

With re&lrd to the sew nd p01nt Mr. ,oTHRIDGE stated that
he was not in agreement end remarked that the attltude adopted
by the Syriln Government was unreellstlc The refugee question
could not be settled 1ndependently of the terrltorlel questlon.
Mr. Ethrldge e3n51dered h1m5elf bound by the resolutlon but the
resolution should be allowed to Speek for 1tself and no Condltlons
or interpretations for 1ts 1mplementatlonvshould be lald down.
He had explained to the Syrian Representative.aszell.asoto the
Syrian Prime Ministen that one ofithe reasons why the rtfugee
problem could not be solved 1ndependently was that a great number

of refupees orlglnatlng from areas that might revert to the Arabs



-3 -
after the terrltorlal settlement would return . to thelr homes
| autonetlcally ThlS part of ‘the refugee problem could not be
‘solved in advance Nr._Ethrldee repeeted thdt he agreed with the
_ prin01ple lald down by the Syrian depresentatlve but could not .
JvaFree W1th hlm on the way 1n which it should be. 1mplemented.

“_Mr. YALCIN agreed with Mr. _Ethridge that the General Assembly 8
‘resolutlon of ll December should be en81dered in its entirety and
eould not be separated into its damponent parts. .. There was nothlng
in the rtsolutlon which could be construed as 1ndlcat1ng that the
SpelelC mandates hlven te the Commission snould,or could be .
separated either from each other. or from the non-mandatory parts
of the resolution; As‘an‘example of_the;ddnger qf such an approach
he p01nted out the p0351b111ty of the one slde refu51ng to proceed
further 1n the neneral settlement once the rofuree problem had
"been solved | He stdted that the resolutlon only trled to indicate
p0551ble methods of solution of the problems of Jerusa]em and the
refugees but ‘made no attempt to separate them. He assured the.
SyriannRepreSentdtive,that the_Cemmlsston would do its duty as it
E‘concelved it but that +hls would mean that all the aspects of the
problem would: have ‘to be considered and solved together.

The CHAIYMnN egreed w1th the p01nt of view expressed by his
rolleagues and underlined tho fact that tho Comnlselon was very
deflnlte 1n its v1ews on this matter.

The SYRIAN REPREQENTATIVE repeated that 1n his Oplnlon tho
'refugee problem'wes not dependent on the flnal-settlement'and the
resolutlon should be executed in so far as 1t conoerned the
refugees, repardless of whether other questlons remained- unsolved.
_dTherejmlght‘be certa1n¢terrytpnrelﬁchenges?er,changeswojhthe;centrol
over e rtain areas résulting from the final settlement which would
facilivate the solition of the refugee problem but the soluion of
this*problem‘as:a"nhOIe should'not be made to:wait on -sughia.
settlement. ‘TheﬂS&rian Government hoped that this would not be
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the case. } |

Thé Syrlan Representatlve stdted that if- he understood
correctly, the llnk that the Comm1381on considered ex1sted between
ﬁthe refugee questlon and other ‘aspects of the problem was the
degree 1n which the solutlon of the other aspects would fac1lltate
the settlement of the refugee questlon. He was of course aware
that. the questlon of control of certaln areas would affect the b
“refugee problem. If certaln areas ‘at present under Jew1sh control
were ceded to the erabs or’ placed under 1nternatlonal control the
‘refugees from these’ areas would fell more” secure and would return
kanlth less difficulty. . SR | “,55”.”hv:v;
i - The CHAIRMAN replled that thls was one aspect of the problem

and the Commlss1on would study.it. . _VL,VG Ld,ggga'g}f

-;3 Statement of the Comm1531on s 1ntentlons ta. be made to

1

Israel with respect to the obstacles placed in the wav of

the refugees

Wlth regard to the thlrd point made by the Syrlan Deh:gate the

Commlsslon agreed w1thout comment "*5”

The SYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE remarked that from thls step of the
Comm1381on 1t wduld emerge clearly who was responsrble for obstruc-

B foa

t1ng con01llatlon

Lo Svrlan acceptance of dlscus51ons on other aspects of the

Palestlne problem

As regards the Syrlan GoVernment's acceptance to enter 1nto
dlscu531ons of’ other aspects of the problem the SYnIAN REPRESENTATIVE
declared that h1s Government reservedguntll further dlscuss1on, its
p051tlon on those aspects that were w1th1n the. purv1ew of con01llat10n,h
such as the terrltorlal one as oppooed to those questlons on Wthh
the Commlss1on had a spec1f1c mandate, such as. the resettlement of v
the refugees He expressed the hope that: both the Jews and the: »

Unlted Natlons would respect the resolutlons 's0-as to form a stable

_‘basis for further dlscu351ons.



