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. SUMMARY RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE CONCILIATION
COVNISSION AND THE REPRESENTATIVLS OF THE ARAB STATES

 held in Boirut on 5 .pril 1949 at 10.30 a.m.

Present: Mp. de Boisanger (France) - Chalrman
Mr., Yalcin (Turkey)
Mr. Ethridge (U.S.4.)
Mr, #Azcarate . . . - Principal Secretary

- Their Excellencies tho Representatives of Egypt, Irag,
the Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Transgordan K

- . e o

The ﬂHﬂERMAN thanked the Arab representatives for attending
this 1ast plenary meeting of the Beirut talks. Thoe Commission had
‘llstened with the greatost interest to the views of the delegations:
Tt was now making 1ts plans to proceed to Tel Aviv to explain thoso
VlGWS, partlcularly w1th reference to the refugoe question, te the
Government of Israol, tho delegations might be sure that their

oplnlrns Would be transmltted Talthfully

| | Concernlng the oonbinuatlon of the conversations, he '~
observed that it was essentlal for the Commission's primary task
of oonciliation'tﬁét'tho tal ks should be resumed at the earliest
possible moment‘yéﬁd in‘a.noutral'oitj”where contact with both
sides could be quickly establthed and malntalnod " He would now
ask the delegatlons in turn whother thoy agreed in principle to
continulng the talks, and if so, what their preforsnce Would be
regardlng the tlme and place.

The REPRESENTATIVE OP EGYPT ‘stated that his Government
agreed to continue tho oxchange of views for the purposo of conci-
liation of the opposing points of view. AS rogards “the location,

tho Egyptiw1 Governmcnt would favour Italy or Brussels.



The CHAIRMAN explained that the Commission would have to
take the finsl decision, but that 1t was anxioﬁs to choose a loca-
tion to which no representative objected, N

The. REPRESENTATIVE. of IRAQ sald that his Tot el"nmé'nt was
unable to accept the invitation to resume convergations on a
broader scals, since it believed that prior to any such conversa-
tions the Commission must carry out its clear and specifio mandate
to find a solution of the refugee broblem. There dduld be no
_questién of the urgency of that pr:blem, and hié Go&efnment could
see no reason for furthér delay. With‘over‘éO0,000 refugees now
homeless,and living in the open, the Government of Iraq did not
feel that more time should'bevspent in negotiations of any kind
at the present. The return-of the refugees to their homes was
'the Commission's first and foremost charge, and it was its
responsibility to see that the Jews accepted the terms of the
resolution.

The CHAIRMAN said thst the Commission fully understeood the
importance of the refugee question and would do its best in Tel
Aviv to obtain a modification of the Jewish attitude. The Govern-
ment of Iraq would be kept informed, and it was hoped that that
Governme nt would eventusl 1y re-cxamine its position in the 1light
of results obtained by the Commission in Tel Aviv,

The REPRESENTATIVE of TRANSJORDAN sald his Goverrment
agreed to resums the conversations in a neutral city. His
instructions did not include any suggestions as to location, but
he would support the Egyptian prefersnce for italy'or Brussels.

The REPRESENTATIVE of LEBANON said his Government sl so
would accept the Commission's invitation. The choice of location
was a secondary matter, but taking inteo account thé Commission's
wish to be near 1ts Secretariat, hs would have suggested a neutrd

dity other than Geneva but not far from Geneva, <uch as Evim .
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In reply to a question from the CHAIRMAN, Who.ﬂskedfhow the
Egyptian delegation would look upon the cheice of Evian,: thé-
REPRESENTATIVE of EGYPT thought his Government would not ob ject.

The REPRESENTATIVE of SAUDI ARABI. reported the. agreement
of his Government to resumption of ths conversnticns. He could
‘offer no éuggéstiOns“at'pfesent concerning the lncation, but would
ask the opinion of his Goverhment's refmsentative in Calro.

The REPRESENTATIVE of SYRIA accepted the Commission's
invitation on»behalf of his Government, with the understanding
that the General sssembly's resolutlon, in so far as it concernad
the refugees, remained unchanged by the plan  to resume exchanges
of views, With regard tf;f;cation, he would accept any proposal
sgreed to by the other delegations, such as Evian; Brussels or
Italy; his Govérnmant did not favour the cholce of Geneva.

He appreciated the Chairman's statement that the views of
the Arab delegations would be faithfully transmitted to the
Government of Isracl. He hoped, however, that the Commission
would go further and ask tho Jews clearly for definite and
immediate action to remove tha obstmcles which now prevented the
return of the refugees. |

‘The CHAIRMAN replied that it was the Commission's Intention
to discuss the guestion of guarantees of security for the returning
refugees and suppression of certaln measures te&koen by the Govermment
of Israel.

The Chairﬁan then asked the cpinion of thc delegations on
the revised draft communiqué, which had been circulated.

No objections being railsed to the texty the Chalrman annoui-
ced that it would be. rbluased to the press without delay.

The Chairman then thanked thg dclugqtlnnq for their help in

facilitating the Commission's task. He hoped throt the conversationi -

now‘ending would prove to be only a step toward more decisive oner,
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and that tﬁe,Commission might centinue tc count upon the sympathetic
attitude of the arab Statzs as in the past. He expfessed the
Commission's appreclation tc the Government of Lebanon for its
hospitality during the mecctings.

The REPRESENT TIVE of LEBLNON nckncwledqu the Chairman's
thanks and said he was sure everything would be done to attaln a

just solution of the problems at ilssus.



