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The CHAIRMAN, lir. dec Boisanger, said that it was an excellent
suggestion to meet here to discuss freely the qgestion of refugees,
which was an essential problem, After having considered the
refugee problem, he said, it might be possible to consider other
outsténding problems: He recalled that while the Commission was
in Damascus the Syrian authorities had sald that the Arab Govern-
ments desired a reply from Israel as to whether Israel accepted
the resolution of the Assembly, which prgvides that Arab refugees
‘desiring ﬁo return would be able to do so, The Commnission had
put this quesﬁion to the Isracli Government,  The reply was not
satisfactory, Th Government of Israel had, . declarsd, howsver,
that it was not opposéd to the ideca of the return of a certain
number of refugees to territorlics now quupied by Israel, The
guestion of the number would have to be discussed later on,
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br. FARID ZEIN ED DIN repliod that tho Chairman's lash
remark was extromely important. Tt went to theo heart of tho
probl;m; The Easis of fhé situafion was the rcsolutioﬂ of the
Unitéd.Nations. It was mandatory upon all concerned, Moreovor
1t callcd upon the Governments and authorities concgrned to
assist in its implementation, 4&9@8_tﬁQ§9$?FtQQ?iﬁiCS~Were the
Jowish authoritics in PaléStine.” The proseat Sifnabion was the
rgsult of their activities and the measures takon by them to
prevent the refugees from returning, He‘considgred that it
would be basically unsound to seek a solﬁﬁion of'thd refugee ‘
problem that would only be_aoéebtéble to the Jewish authorities,
The solution mist be equitable and objoqtive,'ﬁdkihg‘into account
the manf aspeéts of thg refugee problem.

The Syfién reprééentative analyzed briefly the United
Nations decisions on the refugee problem, and indicated the
responsibilities incumbent upon cach partj. In the beginning,
he said, there was the résolutiun of 29 NOvember'i947 én the
partition plan, According to this plan, certain arcas went to
the Jewish state. At the same time, the non~Jewiéh inhabitants
of Palespihe.were granted certalin safeguards, ‘Tho details of
these SafeguardS'Were to be found in ChaptersI and TT of'thev
partition: resolution. ‘They'cpnceﬁwd;moperty, fféedom,‘right to
theilr own 1énguage, and status, Whaﬁ was of fundamental impor-
tance was that this obligation was not of an interﬁal character;
it fell outside the domestic jurisdiction of fhevSt&be of Israel;
it was a matter»of’internatibnal agreement and no measures on a
national level could be taken to obstrucﬁ it.

Dr, Farid Zein ed Din read f?om the text of the partition

resolution to illustrate his point,

/He said
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He saild thcﬂJewish authoritiss had availed themsclves of
the partition schemovand pretended to comply with tho United
Natiins decision, fhoir state was even rocognized by some statcs.

He said that he was not speaking ¢f internaticnal principles
of justice, which'were, of ecurse, the bagis of the C@arter and of
international law, It was necessary to be practical, However,
it must be recognized that the Jews acceptaié«iecision cnly if 1t
was convenient to them.  When there wasa decision of the United
Nations it was necessary to comply with all parts of it. A change
in an international agresment cculd not be made without a declsion
by the United Nations,
| The Syrian representative again read from the text of the
November 29 resolution.

Continuing, he saicd that since the adogtion of the partition
scheme, the number of refugeecs had increased, Thero werc now
756,0CC and a few hundred receiving assistance. {thers were
destitute, without aid, The total amounted to about 3CC,00C,
Their only asset was the United Nations resclutiom, which the Jews
refusedto respect, As tho refuggo problen increased, it had
appealed to the human consclence, Count Bérnadotte had macde a
suggestion to solve the problem and that may have been one of the
reagong why he lost his life,

The rssclution was sxceptionally clear, It gave the
refugecs the right to roturn to Palestine iF ﬁhey so desirsd, under
the condition that they wuld live at peace with thoir neighbours,

They should be returned at tho earliest possible date, Those

hl

who did not return should reccive compensation, However, & cheoice
cculdnot ever be a real choice unless it was fres, In order tc¢ have
a free chcice the refugces shisuld be in a different pcsition from
that which prevailed at the time they became-refﬁéeGs. They did
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not choose to be refugees but werc forced to be; and before they
returned the conditions which compelled them to leave should be
corrécted, This was the only way to respect the resslution,

There was & second consideoration which invelved the main
task of the Commission, This was to repatriaté, resettle and
rehabilitate, economically and socially, and to compenséte the
refugees, . Therein, the Syrian representative saw a positive
approach tc the problem, This was not only a recommendation but
an instruction given to the Commission and it nust be‘carri@d out
by the Commission for a peaceful settlement of the falestine
problem, The ros»lution went further - it not only set bhé
goal but provided the means, In paragraph twelve of the resolu-
tion the Commission was authorized to sstablish such auxiliary‘
bodies and to invite the asgsistance Qf such experts as might be
necessary to diécharge its functions, |

The Syrian represéntative said that the final consideration
was that the résolutién called upon the Governménts to cooperate
with the Commission and to assist it in implementing the present
resclution, The Syr%an Government would do all in its power to
assist the Commission,

He said that it was unnccessary to find a solution, A
solution was already at hand,. It was clear from the functions
of the Commigsion. that maohine?y could be created and governments
be asked tovprovide_assistance. The application of this idea
was, in‘his opinion, the t@uqhstone of the entire Pdiesting
problem, .If the 1dea were not applied;bthere would be no
hindrance to. the Jewish authorities in.carryiﬁg oUt‘their ex -~
pansionist policy, which caused feoar amonglher ﬁeighbours.

The Syrian représentétive said his delegétion was prepared
to reply tovany questions the Commission might wish to ask, His
Government had no proposal for a solution‘bﬁtvwaé pfépared to

define its stand,
/He said



He séid he would like te draw attenticn to certain facts
and legal measures takoen by the Jews which had ant only hindered
" the return of the refugecs but had prevented tho rqsrlution from
becoming effectiﬁo. . Pirst, therc was lack of sccufity for Arabs
in Israel cdue tc intimidation, Arabs in Jewish territory were
insecure with rcspect to their pers.ns, properfy, honour and so
on, This was one of the rcasons why so many bccamc refugees,
Count Bernadotte in his report spoke of barbarous treatment. He
was not an‘ﬁrab and thce Arabs had not received his repart
favourably. Secmd, thore was the occupatlion of Arab property
by the Jews, who had handed i? over to Jewish immigrants or
Jewish rasi@ents of Palestine, Third, there was the destrugticw1
of propecrty, Villages and city sections had been’wiped out,

He roferred to the citrus Industry which ecvered a terri-
tory of 17C,0((C dunams, or approximately 17,0C{ hectarss, This
land was watered mainly by pumping machines. t&st summer 1t had
not been watered and if it were nst watercd this”summer it would be
completely destroyed, 8:me¢ machincry had aqugdy been destroyed .
This lack of security and cestruction of property seemed to
follow a plan which was corroborated by law, ﬁe said he referred
to the absentee law, the gist of which was that a person who had
not been at home after November 194£¥wésc9nsidorad €0 absentee
The property of an absentce wasnot treated as enemy property,

The refugces, hmwevef, would prefer tﬁ sce their property ?reatedl

as encmy property because thoy would theﬁ have 2o custocian, In

the cass of absentees, an gdministratéfvmﬁ named with full power

to dispose of the property. When an absentee returned to Palestir. o
his‘stétus-continued until the Jeﬁish authorities decicedthat he

was no longer an abscntee. It was obvicus that the Jews could do
anything with the rsfugees ond their rights, Although a number

cf Arabs were stlll in Palestine, it was impossible for refugecs
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lto give them a power of attorney to look after their property.
Even Wﬁen they were no longer absentccs, they coul@“not recapture
their preperty which had meanwhile been turned Ovef‘io immigrhnts.

He reforred also to the question of bank aCCﬂunts which
were blockod and which were evaluated at many millions of
Palestininn pounds.

Ha declared that deliberate meagures of this kind on Fhe
part of the Jews continued. His Government had heard that 482
refugees had recehtly'been ejected by Jewish authorities into the
Iragl lines. This took place at a time when the oonéiliation
Commission was wcrklnf to find a solution of the problem,

As to the attitude of tho JOWa,thOr@ was nc doubt that 1t
was what Mr, de Boisanger had sta et 1t to be, and that the
Israelis wished that the refugees bo resettled in A.rab. territory.
However, this wa51dgt the United Natioms‘decision and not a
practical solution, The Jews were creating space for_@héir
immigrants, ard not'oniy in the Negev, whichvms an embty area,
Thoy had alreacy forgotten sbouttheir old pretensions of mgking the deseft
bloom, They were mqking spaéé in Arab villagés erected by the
sweat of Arab brows It wwsnot the pcrsecutlun of chs clsewhere
in the world ,hat brqxwm new Jew1sh.1mmlérants o Palostlne, but
the persecution of Arabs in Palestine, It was sad for the world
that these thlngs<3mldhﬂppon Whllu the Unltcd thlons existed,

As to the rlght of compbnsat1>n 1ndemn1t}es should be
assessed by impartial bodies which would take inﬁo acc@unt all
damages'caused. It would also bs necessafy‘ﬁhat refugees not
wishing to return should be able_to.retain property in Palestine
even if they didnot reside there, This wes the case with all other

States,
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Recently t@e resgolution on human rights was adepted by the‘
General Rssembly. It should alsc apply to Palestinian refugecs,
Among othér rights mentioned in this resclution therc was the right
of property in many circumstances (Art, 17), the guarantee of
security, the prohibition of exllc {(hrt., 13), the right to assume
public functions (Art., 21), the right to work (Art, 23). All
these rightslapplﬂxltOFhe Arab refugces, but not in the minds of
the Jewilsh authorities, The refugeecs shyuld continue to e;ercise
thelr rights even if they chose not tc return to Palestine,

The Syrian representative then suggostad how the Commission
might facilitate the resturn of refugecs, Tn the instruction given
te the Commission there was the word "facilitate" the repatriation,
resettlemont and rchabilitation of refugees, This implied without
question that the impediments to tho return -f the refugecs should
be removed, Thercfore fhe first thing to do was toe remcve the
obstacles, whichvmme elther factual mensurcs or the attitude of the
Jews, He added that when thelopmmission should fool 1t neccssary,
it ceuld discuss ﬁith the Syrian Declegation how to remove these
vbstacles as it (the Syrian Dclegation) had scme romarks and some
proposals to make, The esxpression "to facilitate" moant also a
positive approach te the problem involved in the econnmic and
soclal rehab%litation of the refugees after the destituti?n they
had sufféred. .Funds would be necessary for this purpese.
Yesterday the Chairman of the Commission had reforrod to the
refugeé preblem, and something had struck the attention of the
Syrian Délegation‘ooncerging ﬁhe different stages Qf the practical
solufion of this problem;_ He had mentioned 1) relief,which is
to be taken care of by Mr, Griffis; 2) measures tc relicve the 1
refugees of their cenforced idleness which, in the opinion of the
Syrian rcepresentative, could be attained best by sonding the
refugees back home tc work,

/He wanted



He wanted to bo csrrected on whether he had understood the
attitude of tho Commission ccrrectly on the refugee problem and
whether it thought to undertake the above mentioned measures before
resettlement, repatriation and rehabilitation, In the opinion of
the Syrian Delegati-m, all these steps went hand in hand and should
be uncertaken at the same time and not in succession. The impres-
si~n had been crénted by yesterday's statement, hnweﬁer, thap the
Commission expected t~ deal with this problem stage by stage. He
added thiat if the United Naticns decision was to be respected the
United ¥aticns itsclf should respect 1ts own decision,

The situatisn c¢ould arise in which the Commission coulg not
act because the Jewish authoritics would not allow it te act.

They w-uld rcfuse to covperate under the pretence that peace had

not yot returnecd, In that case the Commissicn should report to the
_Unitcd Naticns that 1t had done its bost but could not implement

the resslution,

The Syrian Prime Ministor, H.E, KHALED EL AZEM, wished to

add ~nly a few words, A fricnd hzd taldbhim a story which had
happencd in a country where laws of democracy, justice and freedom
were not applie@, The house cf this friend had been invaded by
some strangers, Tho case came before the judge, the verdict was
tokexpel these strangers, But as nothing happened, the friend
went to tpe judge ant said that the intruders did not wish to leave,
He requested the judge to apply the verdict but the judge advised
him to go to his parents anc wait there until events developed,
In the Prime Minister's opinlon, the Arab States were in a similar
position as they were the parents »f the Arabs of Palestine; They
were full of goodwill to apply the rcsclutiqn of the United Nations
and reacy to ¢o all that was in their power, |

The other question referrcd to by the Prime Minister was the

Arab Higher Committee, which the Commission would hear on 24 March,

/He reminded



He rominced thoe Commission that this Committoe had reccived a
favourcd treatment in the United Naticns and was recognized in
théAGencral Assembly and Scecurity Council as reprcsenting
effectively the Arab inhabitants of Palestinoe, - Ho.w;uld request
the éommission to grant this Committec tho same treatmen@ as it
enjoyed in the General assembly and the Sccurity Council,

Mr, de BCISANGER thanked the Syrian representativesfor the
statements they had made and assurcd them that frem the legal
point of view the Syrian Delcgation was right but that the Commis-
sion wantced to approach the problem from a practical angle. The
Commissionors had tried individually, and the Commission as a
Whole, to change the attitude ¢f tho Jews, if net in principle
at least in fact. From a humanitarian point af view the situa-~
ticnnof éhe refugees was shocking, He added that even if the
Israeli Government would change its rocent laws and reserve the
seme troatment to Jews and Arabs anc cnforce demccratic laws
the atmosphere in Israel w.ould bo Cifferent from that whioh pre-
vailed at the time when the refugecs iived in Palestine,
Equitable laws worc not sufficient, an atmcsphere of happiness
was necessary, But now the situation had changed and the
Commission th@ught that certain réfﬁgecs would not return even
1f they shouldvbe pormitted to co so>, © This problem should,
therefore, bes examined, ‘

M. de Beisanger then said that he éculd not agree with one
legal point mentioned in the Syrian statement, namely, that the
refugees should remain owners of their p?operty cven_if they
should cheose not te rsturn to Palestine, This was not in
conformity with the resclution, which said explicitly that the
refugees night be reimbursed,

As to the last remark of the Syrian repressntative to rsfer
the matter back ﬁo the United Nations, this was not a good solu-
tion, as the Unitoé Nétions could only ask the Commission to

Jundertake
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uncortake again the study of thoe casc. Tt would, therefore, be
bottor for the Governments to assist the Commission as the Prime
Kinister had suggested himself, As to the allﬁsi@n mace ?0 the
Chairman's inaugural spaech, a clarificaticon was NecaSSaly.

The Commissisn Cid not intend to salve the roefugec problem in
succossive stagss, The varisus points had becn mentioned because
therc was first the problem faced by the United Natlons Crganiza-
tion headed by Mr, Griffis, which was concerned with how to help
the refugees in the coming months, Furthsr, thore was thoe
preblem of tho refugcss who were idle in the camps, and finally,
there was the problem of the cconumic and social rehabilitation
of the rcfugecs, The Commissicn had already looked into these
prcblems and would conbinue toc give them its qttention. At this
stage the Chairman remarked that the text of the resolution on
the refugees was even more categorical, as it stated that.
Indemnities must be paid, As to those refugees who did not wish
to return tg'Palestine, M, de Boisanger saild he wwu%d prefer not
to cdiscuss the legal side <f the problem at present, The Syrian
Delegation had mace its point of view clear, but the Jews had
thelr own thesis that the Arabs had invaded Palegtine anc that.
they were no longer bound by previous agreements,

Mr, ETHRIDGE said that the Chairman had already menticned
several points he wished to raisc, The statemcnt of the Syrian
Delegation had been a very able wne from 2 legal point of view,
but the Jews had equally made a very able statement on the
invasion of Palestine by the Arabs. He therefore would like to
leave aside juridical aspocts §nd limit himself to consider the
problem from a practical angle,

There were 80,000 refugess whose situation was deteriora-
ting, Money allocated for their relief was being exhausted,

Furthermore, they were idle, In his opinion it was nct possible

/and not
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anc. not desirable te have them return immodiately ©o Palestine,
The Arﬂbs themselves spoke of persecution., He said that a
partiouiar aspect of the refugee problem should bs considered,
Wheﬁ the present recliefl appropriation was exhausted a new kind of

rellef should bo cunsiderodﬁboth by Arab countries and the Jews,

i

This seccnd kind of relief would be more difficult to obtain than
the first, The American Congress wauld recess from July until

January and it was impossible to ask from the same Congress a sccond

appropriation, Practically speaking, relief from this scurce

could not‘be fortheoming before March 1950, even if the United

Nations should raqﬁost it.  The Arab Govornments would. therefore ;
h&vé to take into éonsideratinn int@rmodiate relief cven if they

had to ask for help from uutsid@. Therefore they should envisaéé ﬁ
both resettlement and repatriatiom, A8 t2 the question of whoro

the refugecs should be resottled, the situation was'deteriorating

as long as thér@ was no peace, He had already saild to the Prime
Ministe: that the Arab position, which consisted in requesting a
sclution of the refugce problem as a condition sine qua non for

further talks, was unrcalistic, As long as territorial quostiosns i
were not settled, Incursions could take place narrowiﬁg down»the
limits of the territory where the refugees cbuld be settled. Many
refugees did not originate in Jewish-held territory. In Ramallah
there were some refugees from the Arab part of Jerusalem, in Gaza
there were some rsfugecs from Arab-held parts of Palestine, The
total number of refugess could be rcduced only if the situation
‘were stabilized, Mr, Ethridgovadded‘that he did not know, of
course, how great this numbef would be, He did not wish to argue
about the juridieal or legal aspects of the.problem, But if the
Arabs felt that the United Nations had falled in implementing its
Gecision they had the right te claim help from the United Nations,
both for the intermediaté stage of relief and for long-term

projects.,
/He wished
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Be wished to make two things clear. Pirst, that he had
been no less diligent than the other Commissioners In insisting
that. the Jews must agroe to the resolution and that ho was going
to maintain his attitude, Socond, that in his own mind the
problem of refugees was linked with the entire problem ol the
Middle East,

| He invited the Syrian delggation to examine in particular
paragraph ten of the rosclution, |

Mr, de BCISANGER agrced entirely with what had besn said
by Mr, Ethridge and assured the Syrians that what had been saild
of the Commiésion as a wnole applied also to each member -indi-
vidually. He regretted that the next meeting with the Lebanese
Delegation,fixeq at 11,3C a.m.,prevented the present dilscussions
from continuing. He hoped that another mecting withvthe Syrian

Delegation could be arranged before their departure from Beirut.



