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:  
‘, ‘. held at"Beirut,.on 23 March,,lgbg: 

I.1 y . ' ) r ,. . # ;; ,, j (.i . . -/"; ‘ . 
pre$ent: Mr. de Boisanger (France) -"Chairman 

., i ii&; yilchin - ; “I>' ( Turkey). : : I., 
r/Ii- . dthridge (U.S.A.) 

'Mr. Azcarate . . - iPrincipal SeCretary,.: 

:  

I  H.E, Tewfik'Pasha Abulhuda -'P.?ime Minister-and 
Minister for Foreign 

.) : .;: Affairs of Transjordan' 
H.E. : Fawgi,Pasha el Malki - iflinister of Defence of 

,' I. ,. Tr;ansjordan i I' 

‘. ‘Th& cHl\I’&nN ~ akb& ‘7,.elcbr;fl’ing’the $?a:iz:sjordan representatives, 

explained the generalfbbjecb of the, present meetings. He then,. 

stated that although the CommiSsion had not; so far obtained a 

satis%actory answer fromlthe ,Israeli Gbv,ernment ,as regards its 

acceptance of the principle of the right of the refugees to return 

to their homes, it intended to continue to press: for acceptance of 

that principle. The Israeli Government had: agreed:to admit a 

certain number,of Arab refugees. 
,- t .' 

".2'he Chairman stressed the.impo&.&ace .&ttsibirtedt by the 

Commission "td" an' allev!&ation of the present! plight. of the refugees;'.. 

The funds of the'United"'Nations lielief for ':Pales;tine.Reftigsbs would 

soon, be exhausted; measures for the mar.1 an'& e.&onumi;c .?.ehabilitat.ioin 

were urg~n:~ly'n~Ce‘sar,y &d the; Cdmmi‘9s'ion woUld'we'1dome an 

indk'cation :fkam '&G‘!cTr&nsjsrd&n '~over'n'men~t;i"c:once~n:ing. &.c& ‘mr$ters., ' 
_.: I -.I The PRIME~MINISTER remarked that &here& 'hi.@~.ert~ .the ;Co,mmis.sion 

in its ;iippr&&h f$o I& ‘&.ubje’cct hatit been conb&tied wriit;.h quastions..of 
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principle, it was now apparent that itkrished to discuss matters of 
‘. 

detail,; such as the number of refugees Asrae was willing to accept 
t . 

within its territory, Such an attitude left the k’rab Governments 
.:.. ._ ,,__ . . . . . ..L-.‘... ._.,.. .1. . . 2. __._.” ,.... 

with the impression .that..the...United..Nations wasmore . ..concerned to 
._ ,.., L.. '..: _..... .Y'.. ._.. ..__. . . _ :. 

carry out Jewish requirements...than~to give effect to:.:the principles 
' . _ .--.- . .._ .- 

of the General Assembly's resolution; furthermore, the Jews were 

thereby encouraged to increase their cla!ims arid to intensify their 

tendency to confront the world with faits accomplis. In the view . % I ' 
of the i;rab States, the most important principle of,the kssembly's 

resolution was the recommendation that the refugees -should return to 

their homes. The United *Nations, in instructing the *conciliation 

&mrnission to carry out this provision, had not s.pecified that its , I 
execution was to be dependent on its acceptability or unacceptability 

to the Jews. The Prime Minister stressed that in this matter Trans- 

jordan could act only in conjunction with the other Arab States, all 

ofarhom were unanimous in urging that the resol'ution of the General 

Assembly rz1atin.g to refugees should be fully implemented'. 

The rrime Minister added that there was no contrad'iction between' 

this standpoint and the preparatory measures 'that the Transjordan 

Government proposed to take should the need arise, He instanced 

the fact that it‘would be very difficult to reinstal' some-of the 

refugees whose homes were in the Jewish occupied parts of Arab 

Palestine, and that plans were being considered to settle them in '; 

other parts of Palestine, 'In coticlusion, the Prime Minister asked 

what exactly was meant by t&? return ofrefugees to their h‘om'esj." .' 

particularly in the case of those whose property. and homes were 'in 

districts which were given to the Jews or occ'upied byZ;Sc?Erish~.forces. 

The CHAIRMAN wished to point out that the ComtniBsio&did ‘not .' 

adopt any fixed position concerning 'the'problems under di8cirs8Pon'; 

its concern was to study the points‘of v'ieujsof the-inte?es%ed parties. 

He assured the Prime Minister that the G'ornmissiori~was fi.iLly awar& ,: 
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that the: priqciple~of.~lhthc refugees f retvrn to their: h.bmes..tias-“basic .I 

to.,@e kssembJ.y'sresolution; and.that it would continue to urgethe 

Government,a.f tsrael,to accept that principle, The Commission, _.. e 
hor,rever,.I,yas,lcon~cqrlted ;with,the,;situation ,-de ,fait. 1 ' " -II 

~.AS regardsithe .Prime,~.f\'linist.e~'s. question; I the Chidirman found it 

cl,iff'&oult to. ansyer it.:@tho.ut knowing the exact (boundaries that 

would,be egtqblished. ,:-He emphasised,-:that the Commission w&s net 

bound ,by the Plan:pf Parti'tion~adopted by.the kssembly~in'1947; no 

mention, of that Plan,wa:s made in the &solution of,'December 11, l&@, .' 

and.:more.over.,th~,;Parti,tion frontierstwere no longer accepted 'by the .._. 

*sraeli Government:,;-. i&stressed that..the Commission wds'anXi'otis to .' 

learn what it could do for the immediate relief ofthb'refugees, and “ 

further.what it could do for t.h~se .refugees:who d,id.not 'wiih to'go 

to Israel. .' . : . ; 
,' i ', i : d 

,.The PRIME MIFJISTER declaredithat in the %irst"place Transjordan :.i 

was in complete agreement with.:the',:other, Arab Governments in demanding 

thereturn of the refugees toG,ldistric,ts in v-hich'their'properties. and< 

lands were situated,,, ~inaccordance, with.the-:Assembl.y'.s'resolution. 

He added that in his view it was unreasonable that.ce,rt:ain resolutions 

of the Assembly .s~ouJ.d b,e fully carried; out ..tihile, othersw'ere put' ~ ._ ,. .' ,. ., 

aside. and efforts.were .ma!,de to devise: alternati,ve.:~measilres on'the " t 

grounds that these resolqtipns were inapplicable; .I Secondly;,,t.he Prime, 

Minister e:mphasised,that',any:,supplementary Uscussions on the,subject 

would..mer~,ly~delay a solution to the.problem,;:-,:He added:-ithat the Arab 

Governments hoped.that the Commission would,:*re:por't to the :Ge'neraf " ".' A 

kssembly.at its April session,: in,order:'thjt th~~A~s'emb-~~ couldtake ". ,.,, 

2 final decisionon. frontiers and,e~ther'confi:ri,;o~. modffy its ,L,: " "' 

resolution of December :ll, 194.6.,, :~:&~regards :the.,practidtil details!, 3 " 

asked for by the Commissi+nj ehe;Transj,ordan.~~~rhment,, whilti ready',:' 

to do its best to ,i.mprovezthVe situation. 9fth.e riefugees, :;felt :that .. 1' ' ' I : 

their general,welf+re was a ,mat,ter! for tha';.!var,iotis x&Lie% '.ur&anisatiiti'ns 
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principle of internationalisation and that she'-'kLs &adyto tiithdraw . ~ ". .; . a: i .L 
her forces from the J erusalem area, a step.that she by';0 means" 

', . 
ccntemplated at the present juncture, 

I 
As regards the general question of Jerusalem, the P#me &.nister 

stressed that there was no unanimous desire on the part of the Arab . ,. . '.' . . . 
Sta$es to.internationalise the city. H&understanding was that 

!'! 
while Syria and Iraq strongly opposed ir&ernjtionalisatidn, Lebanon ‘ 
favoured it, whereas Egypt was considering the possibility of an 

: 
international Old City under an Arab Mandatory and a New City , . 
administered by Israel under United Nations control. ., ' 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the points of view of these govern-i . . ., 

merits, as expressed to the Commission, differed somevrhat"'from'the 
. :: . . 

standpoints described by the Prime Minister; 
. 

fiirt YALCHIR asked whether the declara:ion made by the prime 

Minister could be interpreted by the Commission as an acceptance 

of the principle of internationalisation. 

The.PRIME MINISTER stated that Transjordan'was.not opposed to 
'_ s* 

the principle of internationalization, provided that“she'could be 

quite sure that certain guarantees would bc'given, In the first 

place, Transjordan could not accept internationalization unless she 
> .i 9.. i 

could be certain that the means of car'rying"out' such's measure were *' 
forthcoming; and secondly, she would ii.& to know What international 

. '. /. 
guarantees would be:given to ensure her own security.and the. security 

: '. 
of the Arab population of Jerusalem, " 

.I 
The CHAIRMAN thanked the representatives of'Transjordan"for- 

their attendance at the meeting. . .,y, 
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