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The QHAIRMAN inv1ted the Syrian Representatlve to continue the
expose whlch he had begun at a prev1ous meetlng. |

The PRIME MINISTER recalled that at the prev1ous meeting at
whlch he had been present his delegatlon had expressed the view that
the Comm1s51on need not try to flnd a "solution" of the refugee problem,
51nce 1ts course of actlon was already clearly lald down in the General
Assembly's resolutlon.l The reply had been that such a view was not
"reallstlc" since the actlon to be taken must be acceptable to both
sides. The Syrlan Representatlve con31dered this a wrong 1nterpretation
of the word "realisbic" The Ccmmiesion must follow the terms of the
resolutlon, Wthh clearly la1d down for it two functlons (beyond that
'of ccnc1llatlon) - flrst to establlsh a reglme ‘for Jerusalem, second
to facilltate the repatrlatlon, resettlement and economic and SOClal
rehabllltatlon of the refugees.

The view had been expressed that thevrefugee problem was closely

connected w1th the terrltorlal aspect of the Palestlne prcblem, that

1s, ‘the evenbual establlshment of Arawaew1sh boundary llnes, " But the
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ostabllshment of such lines must be the result of a final peace settle-
ment he drew the conclu51on therefore, that the refugee problem was
‘to be allowed to remain unsolved until such time as a final settlement

as achieved Such a course would be contrary to the statement of

?to the effect that there was nothlng in

‘;t:hls repof

Count Bernadotte

the present situation to prevent the refugees from belng allowed to

eturn to their homes.

It had also been said that the Commlss:Lon belleved the refugee
problem to be a part of the whole questlon on whlch con01llatlon was
necessary. - The Syrian Representative p01nted out that the rights of the
refugees were beyond question and that the Commission's clear task was
to facilitate their resettlementan~But*the Gommission appeared to hold
the v1ew that such resettlement would be dependent upon the agreement
of the Jews, who had shown no des1re for the repatrlatlon of bhe re-

ueces, This 1n31stenoe upOn Jew1sh agreement added to the pollcy of
delaylng repatrlatlon until after the flnal peace settlement seemed
bO h1m calculated 0 1mpede,‘rather than to fa01lltate, the resettle—
' menu and rehabll*tatlon of the refugees called for in the resolutlon.

The Syrlan Representatlve mentloned a reference Whlch had
been made to the pos51b111ty of resettlement of some of the refugees g
elsewhere than in Palestlne' he hoped such a course was not beingv L
uerlOUQlY contemplated by the Gomm1581on, The terms of the resolutionf
defvnltely env1saged repatriatlon of the refugees and thelr resettle—
ment in thelr own homeS‘ no mentlon was made of settllng them elsewhere
and QUCh a c0urse of action would not be w1th1n the scope of the Com-

51on's functlons. o o il L 'W‘ | p

Almost four nonths had now elapsed 51nce the adoptlon of the

resolutlon durlng thet tlme no refugees had been returned to thelr

homes, nor had any preoaratory moves been made.‘ The Comm1ss1on should '
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‘now devote itself to flndlng a practical means of 1mplement1ng the
terms of ‘the resolution on this urgent humanitarian problem, ut111z1ng
the aesietahoe of the'interested Governments. The prestige of the -
United Nations and of the Commission was at stake in the‘matter;

| hThelsyriaﬁ Representatire récalled certain obstacles, to
which he had referred prev1ously, whlch must be removed-before repa-
trlatlon could be effected There was at present no- guarantee of
eeourlty Whlch could be glven to Arab refugees wishing to return to

homes in Jewish aréas; sufficient iﬁternational°supervision and control

must be set up 0 prov1de ‘such guarantees, 'There was also the question
of destruction of Arab'refugéee' property by the!Jews; and the provisiohs
of the absentee lew;EWhiCh allowed: for disposal of Arab property by
Jewish administrators; when the refugees returned there must be some
guarantee that they would be able to exist and to make a-living. Lastly,
he mentioned the fact thet:Jewish'settieﬁentS'were being established

in areas vacated by the refugees, All these obstacles must be removed
before resettlement would become possible,

Positive measures must also be taken, however; the Syrian
Representative pointed out that one important way of 'assisting the re-
fugeeslimmediately‘woula be to effect the freeing of their blocked
accounts, so that they might have money to live on during the interin
period. | | |

" | The Syrian Representative felt sure that the Commission was
doingliﬁs best to achieve a solution of the problem, ' He emphasized his
view, however, that that solution could only be attained by means of a
firm stand on the part of the Commission; which should state exactly
what should ‘be done and fix respon51bility upon any who refused to

'oomply- o A T N N R L BELERE
| The'GHAIRMAN; 6omﬁeﬁtingfﬁriefl&"ubOH"the Syrian Representative's
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remarks, affirmed that the Gommission was fully agreed -upon the necessity
of insisting that the Government of Israel should accept the return of
the refugees and remove the obstacles to their return. He agreed that
guarantees of security for the returhing refugees must be assured; the
Commission would do everything in its power to see that phe Israeli
Government respected’the terms,ofdthe rgsolution, 

He denied, however, that any member of the Commission had
ever statgg,that a golution Qf'the problem would be realistic only if
acceptable to both sides. -Nqﬁfdid_the Commission consider the refggee
question as part of its general conciliation task; on.the contrary, it
Qonsidered it a most imperative and urgent problem, .The desperate
plight of the refugees was well known, and the Commigsion realized that
assistance was needed urgently.

 Concerning the connection between the refugee question and
the settllng of final boundary lines, he pointed out that before the
refugees returned to‘phe;r homes they would naturally wish to know
whether they were returning to'Arab or Jewish territory; that question
could not’be answered until the boundary lines were finalised.

As regards Count Bernadotte's report; which had formed the
bagis for the present reolution, the_Chairman pointed out that while
agreeing to the right of the refugees to return to their homes if they.
wished, the report had nevertheless contemplated possible resettlement
of some of the refugees in,certain‘Arab.cquntriés. ThQQGgmmission con-
sidgred, therefore, that it might at some future.timevhavé<a task to
fulfill in that field, on behalf of such refugees as might not.wish to .
return to their homes, |

The BYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE expressed the opinion that if a.
refugee chose of his own free will not to return to his home, the problem
would then become a matter between the individual refugee.and the Govern-
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ment of the country where he wished to settle; it would not be a matter
fqr séttlement by the Commission.

The Syrian Representative did not feel: that the question of
whether a refugee's home was now in Jewish or Arab territory was one
which must be settled before the refugee returned home. The important
point was that he must have guérantees of security; a system of inter-
national control must be set up, as the only possible guarantee of his
safe return and resettlement,

'The Syrian Representative considered it essential that the
Commission should create a .peaceful state of mind among the Arab States,
as the only atmosphere in which its later work of conciliation could be
carried out. A settlement of the refugee problem would achieve that
purpose and would greatly increase the confidence of the Arab States in
the United Nations.

The CGHAIRMAN thanked the Syrian Representative for his re-.
marks, and obsefved that the Commission was in agreement with the Syrian
delégation on all points;

He asked him whether he could make any statement on behalf
0f his Government on the question of Jerusalem.

The SYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE felt that any discussion of the
matter at the present time would be premature and hypothetical;-.At
such time as the Commission should have evolved a proposed statute for
.Jerusalem, his Government would be glad to offer its opinions upon that
statute. ‘ _

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Commission was at present
considering the queStion of a‘possible continuation of the present ex-
changes of views} no. decision had been taken as yet; but the Commission
would like to discuss the matter with the Syrian delegation in a few

‘days, when its ideas would have taken more definite shape.
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The ' SYRTAN REPRESENTATIVE replied that he was ‘now awaiting
further instructions from his Government; as soon as he received those
instructions. he ‘would. be -glad tO'meét the Commission again for further
conversations, |
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