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The PRESIDENT read the following statement to the Israeli delegation: 

IfAs Ch&&an of,the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine at 

this time when 6he~Commission is resuming its meetings with the Delegates of the 

Arab States noti tiepresented here and the Delegate of Israel, it has been my 

privilege, and I have been pleased to have the opportunity in company with my 

colleagues, to,welcome each.Delegate individually and separately at our recent I 
informal meetin,gs, In this official capacity at this formal inauguratory meet&g 

with you, I now have'much pleasure in extending a formal weloome to you in the 

name of the Commission, 
. ', 

But I do not wish'to limit myself to a mare formal welcome, I feel that 

before we. begin our work together in Geneva we might recall briefly certain 

important decisions taken during the recent session of the General Ass,embly in 

New' York with regard to questions which had previously been entrusted to the II.’ 

.,a ’ 



&and abandoned by them, The principle of territorial oompensation to the 

refugees has been.. advanced by the Arab Delegates, 
.? I  .  .? I  .  

J : ”  J : ”  

I ,  I ,  The Conciliation Commission remains the organ seized with the problem of The Conciliation Commission remains the organ seized with the problem of 

the return of the refugees to thqi‘r ,homes and the proble?,, of, compensation aocording the return of the refugees to thqi‘r ,homes and the proble?,, of, compensation aocording 
, , 

to the terms of paragraph 11 of the resolution of 11 De-gFqber 1948, which was to the terms of paragraph 11 of the resolution of 11 De-gFqber 1948, which was 
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Concili%tion~Commission by the resolution of 11 December 1948, and that it might 

be ‘h.elp#$~‘&, in anticipation of the further’ meetings with you’to which we now . .>..,;. 
ldbk”~orward, we were to consider briefly today the extent to which these 

decisions bear upon the CommissionIs mandate? 

The CommissionIs general mandate, “to take steps to assist the Governments 

and authorities concerned to achieve a final settlement of all questions 

outstanding between them,‘! remains in full force, ‘. 

As regards Jerusalem, the responsibility of the Commission under the General 

Assemblyts resolution of 11 December 19@.was fulfilled by the presentation to 

the Assembly of,the Commission’s proposals regarding the establishment of an 

intsmational regime for Jerusalem. By its resolution of 9 aeaember 1949 the 

C&m&al Assembly charged the Trusteeship Council with the elaboration of an 

international regime for Jerusalem which would be based upon the statute drafted 

by the Council itself in 1947. 

By its resolution of 8 December 1949 the Assembly created the United Nations 

Belief and Works A gency for Palestine,Refugees in the Near East to ‘deal with the 

belief, resettlement and rehabilitation aspects of the refugee question, and to 

carry out a specific program, as approved by this’resolution, which through 

local works projects would provide far a considerable number of .refugees a means 

of livelihood that would ensure their ‘independence from direct relief* . 

With regard to resettlement, the Governments of Syria .and Jordan have 

affirmed their readiness to accept the resettlement in th,eir territory of 

refugees that may not desire repatriati,on; With regard to the repatriation of 

- refugees, the Government of Israel has expressed its willingness to accept 

within the territory now under its control <an Arab population ‘of 250,000, The 

Government of Israel has accepted the principle of compensation of refugees for 
1. 
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reaffirmed ‘by the’ ,Reso%utien’of ‘8 JJect$nber:, 1949, ‘The Ck&&sio’n has had the 

! question of compensation under study for’: ,some’ time and hop&’ that its continued 

consideration of various aspects of this question, and their discussion in ’ 
.’ 

.t successive meetings, with you and the’ Israel& D&legate ‘(Arab delegates) may ’ 

point the way to, and eventually result in, an equitable solution of this 

problem, 

On the .territorial question, the respective positions of the parties were 

made clear to the Commission in their notes of 29 and 31 August. 1949. These . 

positions were oonsidered by the Commission to be too far remo‘ved from each 
I’ 

other t&offer a basi$ for effective conciliation, and in consequence both : _, 

‘parties VJWe invited to revise their positionsq 

In New York the Arab delegations conveyed to the Commjssion thair desire .’ .I . 
that it should undertake, in conformity with the authority oonferred upon, it by, ., ,I: 

.’ 
the General Asseniblyts resolution of 11 December,I94ti, the functions bf .mediatoryB ” 

They suggested”thdt the Commission submit for the consideration of the parties ,,. ” 

~rop133al.s or ‘suggestions 0P its own, The Commission has not yet determined 

h?w iL ea::: most helpfully unrle’rtake and effectively disoharge the functions .of - 

mediakor,, but it hopes that tiith,,the essential.‘coIlabor+~on of the”parties it *’ 

may succeed in working out an in’iC’~ally $r&sihg and ult$nately fruitful method ;’ 

cf procedure G 
,.; *. :., ,, 8 ’ . ...,’ <’ .., ‘. , 

* ! ,. * ..:‘.I .F , ’ ‘I’ 
As the Commission has abundantly made ‘clear h .the’ past, it favours the 

establishment of direct contact ‘between the parties, Such a course appears’to ,. I 
the Commlss:i:~n all ‘the more indi&$enaa’bLe~ if’ it ia”toW me&ate effectively between 

them, The Commission is ready to assist UN partie! in’ reachug agreements,’ 
,’ /.: 1 ‘. ., 

whether 
I(. 

&.leetively or separately both on the large.ri issuei ‘and ‘on questions ’ ’ , : 

of a more l::eal .character(’ :. ,. , 1. ‘I, .f, .“T. ” 
# * 

* :I..) 
In conclusion7 as“the Con@.ss&on meets with’ yod for“&@ ‘first time ,.ih . .: ,.. 

I ’ / 
’ 

form21 seoeion at the beginning of another ye$r, keenly ++i’sdi6us’ of’, the divergent 
’ . 

_, ,&’ ’ 
views and aonf1.icting interests which ‘make its task under its -general. mandate 

I, 

. 
such a ‘dl.ffi.cult one, it hopes not’ only that you will sense how earnest is its ‘, I, 1; 
desire %o assist the ‘Governments and-authorities conoerned to achieve a’ finai ,’ 
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settlement of all questions outstanding between th.emll, 'but also that all 

Delegates meeting with the Commission will through timely suggestions and ready 
r 
Y 

collaboration in successive steps afford it opportunities to be of assistance 

to all concerned as envisaged in the 19f&Resalution of December llc,t1 h 

Mr, RKPHdEL (Israel) then read the following statement, the text of 

which was later supplied to the Commissic;i zt the request of a member: 

Iwish to express my gratitude to the President and Members of the Commission 
, ' 

for their kindly welcome which I deeply appreciate, I have the honour to convey 

to ycu the best wishes of my Government for the successful conclusion of the /. I 
Cwissionts work': ' 

We are beginning the fourth round of our fight for peace. So far it has 

been a rather curious contest,, There has been a lot of sparring but the opponents 
: 

have never come to grips, I believe that it is something entirely new in 

peicemaking for the parties assembled for a peace conference to use the letter 

box as a medium of communication instead of the conference table, 
. 

My colleagues and predecessors have done everything humanly possible, and 

have shown a great deal of goodwill, in order to induce the Arab Governments to 

adopt an attitude in conformity with the resolution of the Security Council of 

&vember 16 1948 and of the General Assembly of December Ql948, These 

resolutions call,upon the parties to enter into peace negqtiations, into direct 

negotiations, 
. , 

. , 

Gentlemen, Israel did not want this war, it did not start it and it did not 

lose it,. It is amazing that under ~&SO oircumst&cks the'other party should have 

permitted its,elf or been permitted to ,refuse obstinately to sit down at the 

conference table with us, who successfully defended the'basic principles of the 

Charter against greatly,superior'forces and without any material assistance 

from the United Nations. .Allow me to recall no more thantwo outstanding examples 

of the spirit of accommodation shown by my,Government throughout the Lausanne 

'Conference, . 

'I, , ' 

i 

I  



these ‘circumstances. the Government of Is.rael must resume’ its., liberty’ of’ ‘a&ion ‘; . 
as’ regards’;the question of the return of refugees to’ Israel. 

,‘. 
It mustleave the 

: ’ 
exact e$ent of such ,rep.atriat+ion tp be ,determine’d by the nature. of the $&$e~ ‘c’ 

,. ,i. ( 
concluded and by the relevant .circumstances obtaining at that t’ime, 1,’ “‘; ‘-’ 

‘, 
As regards the terH.torial settlement, we must,‘again‘ emphaslse’that ‘the. : ,, 

. 
signing of the,.Protocol :bf .12th May ‘was: a procedural 

,. -, .,, 

.,..I , devide”whfch ii, was ‘hoped,” 
1 ,’ 

would help to set ‘the pFoces”s ‘of negotiation in motion, 
‘, 

The Pro'.t;o+i. tb;+- fa,il,ed,: 

tc.’ ach$ev&’ i’ts‘ ob+dtibe .’ It ‘meant the recogniti& by .the ‘Arabs -&“the,- pa&it&n 
., 

of Palestine, 
I’ ., : , ,, ‘I j ’ ,~ : ),’ ,. : i Y_ 

‘It’ provided a basis for discuBsion for an exchange’ of TvY”?s’ which” 
, I: : .-‘,, .‘I_ /Ii. 

there+&uld seem to’ be little point in pursuing now, afte’r: &er e~igh~‘&$&s 
5 :,,/ :: 

. ,’ .’ . /.. ‘,--’ . 
discussion’on that’ basis has failed to ‘result in any’kind of progress, “Be ‘th&:L”’ 

a ,, _’ ,..:’ ,. :,v:;,1. 
as it ‘may, ,&ad the repkesentatfve bf Is&e1 ‘had seaion to fear that the signing 

t .’ ” ‘(! ,!/,,, I’ ,i,* 
of the Protocol would have the effect of prejudging the sctjpe ar’cours’e of.free’ i : ’ : 

From the,. outset the Government ‘of :‘. 
I 

negotia!,ions, he would never have signed, 

Isr?el;has insisted that peace -negotiatio& shoilh be free,, ang untr&imelled~“by’.’ ” 
I~ ” .: .,.’ y. ,s .j ,. 

any prior limitations. ‘. , ,. ,! “, t , ,i.i,. 1 ,’ ‘. _ I .i 
,. : \ ../f I ,..... :: - ,‘I.! 2; ‘/*I ‘i, 

The’ failure of both the Protocol and of, the repatriation ‘offer to ,brfng’about 
.,: * 5. ,‘.9ic ~ 

peace negotiations brings us to the crux of the,,problem, and has’a direct bearing .) 
on:the question of the procedure which the 

. ..’ i, :’ ..,,, 
Commission appears to have’contemplated, > * . . . . -_ : ! 

I : /, ‘. I., ,.: 
1 

:’ .  I  

B 

same;.: Far .readhing -changes have taken place in the ethnic pattern cf, Isr;ael, Ih 
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The cruci-‘_a question is!'- " 
,:, . '. 

are the Rrab'&&r&ents ready to negotiate a peace,;\+.. : 4; g 
w arg t,heygm@.r@y trying to eva&'the is&e by 'bretending to be ,engaged in,:a. ;, " .. 

;.~.:.pe.$,~~-maki?ng,..effortI‘u2i;der the!.&l6ak' of;'the 'Commissibn? If t;hey'are ready $0.. : L . . 
dSsc+3~, pea+, 

"Z 
ths!negotiatio&' can begin at once, ,We are pady :,to, can&@ .,. ‘a ” 

..,$hese riegq,tiations at':any level %nd ili'any'form'condu!ive to suocess'. WC+ approach I I 
,.the,,@y,s$&n :o.f the 'agenda of such a conference'with an :'open mind,; ,E&, if .t;b... 
Ara~~;,Govss~r=nt.-are 'not ready, to negotiate $&j' 

', 
no amount of c,6n&liatipn~, s;r,..<: 

mediatLop ;can be of'any avail, ' Readiness to' enter into direct nagqtiations' .::'-': 
must:;be +s.id&red ,as the-only v&lid test of the sincerity of the, desire, $or :- . 
peacg;; _,‘.;, ,J* “.: 1,:. ;.’ .7 ,’ ‘,. - . . . . 4,. I, (I . .,:‘! .‘I 

,., (,‘.‘:;,*’ 1. ” :. ‘. 
On the~'Question of mediation, * Irrespective of the legal righfs,.or kroags of 

the problem,.within:$he terms of the A'ssembly's resoluti&,'it should,.be &legr/,&at 
. . 

,,?+he ,@rmulatton by the Commission itself'of compromise proposals is,,liableto.:.be: 
a" '. : : 

of advs.n~age $6 thesrecaloitrant party tiithout in any way forcing it.to.'ecpme '.' .'I 
more.:amenable~~.to peaceful counsels. The process of mediation so conceivsd must,. 

I',., > 
progress-iveIy prej'udibe the position ef the party willing to negotia;t,e wj.Fhput.. i.' 

necessarily leqdirig t0 peace or even to peace'negotiations, 
II " 

. '..'. ( ., . ., ,j 
For *h&Se reasblis the ‘Goverininent 6f Is&e1 feels convinced $hat far f&x,,- :: 

re@dng. thedifficulty the.&.tiation of proposals by the Cor&ssion itself., ,.,,:: ,,. i 
w&l,& o~tiy~ sdd4o ‘th’e complexity of the problem and make the prqspects of a +..’ - 

.’ 
. . . % 

s$tlempnt even.more remote. The Government of Israel believes? therefore., ,+,hat .: 

the, only .di'rection in"which'the efforts of the Commission can,prove u$eful,:,as.. ,,A:; 

far as .&lfilment of Ms’!:m&in task is c&xwied, is’ to pTevai1 upon.: tie’ Arr;lb i ‘1 ,, 

Govenwn$s $0. enter iinto dire& peace hegoti&tions. If’ n6 ne&tiatiqns ., . 
1 I.. :. 

i :. ., ,:, .I 
eventuate',thetCommission would2.best'serve'the c&se of 'peace'by clearly .in&+$iqg 

) ,.~ :: :, 
where the res,ponsibili-ty'.for'~~~~~al to hegW,iate ‘rests, 

,. ,. 
. .., . : . . 'I ,,.I ': ,. : rt '_ " 6 1 ,. *: ,: 1 

The' 'Gove&ment' of' Isra&, .if m&t since&Q anxious to see? the .$ms&t’;‘: :, J “.“” 1 .’ . . .I.. 
situation replad'ed by & &a of’ lasting peace and is ready, ag .in the’ p&St; .,$o’ 4” ” 

facilitate the work of the Commission and to cocsperate with it with a view:to ., 
ha+ening. the ~,~ttainmen'r,jof':.t~~t goal;' 

: ,. , 3 
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The PRESIDENT stated 

of his statement to the press,. 
b Arab delegation and would alsd 
c 

that the Commission would communicate the text 

The text had already been furnished to the 

be furnished to the Israeli delegation,. ' 

Mr,.RAPHAEL (Israel) asked whether the Commission would also furnish 

to the press the statement he had just made but Mr,.de BOISANGER (France) and 

the PRESIDENT stated that the statement would firsthave to be studied thoroughly 

before a reply could be given to that question. .The PR&YIDENT explained the 

reasons which had led the Commission to authorise publication of his own 

statement, 
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Mr, .'RAPHkEL (Israel) then said that he was prepared to leave it to 

the Committee to decide in private whether the statement should be communicated 

to the press either as a whole or in part+ , 

It was so decided, 

The meetinp rose at 4.45 p4m; '. 


