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UNITED NhTIuNS CONCILIATION COWiISSION 

FOR P&ESTINE 

SUMMllRY RECORD 'OF h MEETING BETl@EN THE CONCILIATION 

COlll~lISSION AND THE !LRI'~B DELEGibTIONS Pm- 

Held at the Pal& des NatkJns, Geneva, 
on Wednesday 29 March 1950, at k.30 j?& 

*, r 

Present: 

Chairman: Mr. de BOIS&NGER (France) 

Mr, PI&4ER (United States of 
America) 

Mr o YALCIN (Turkey) ' 

_Principsl 
Secretar;y: Mr, de AZCI",Ri;TE 

Mr. Abdel M<,nem MOSTAFA, Representative of Egypt 

\ Mr, Hafez ABDULHADI, Representat!ive ljf the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. 

Mr. ,Negib-Feteck CH.EIV.B, ,Representntive of Lebanon 

Mr. Ahmed SHUKBIRY, Representative of Syri& 



Jerusalem next : .' week and,. although thcy~+~~$~ I.K?L~ no det:?,iled ;:Aans' for their stay, , 
the$l intended if necessary: tc, get, in, .tc;,uchwi.th the G:Jvernments .;f the Arab States, ., I. . t 

', ,:. :' The' Commission had, after consi?.erati..n, I afreed on the inadvisability c.f . a, :_, 
making the memorandum in questic,np.$lic $,that stn~;e, DrcfcrrinE that the , . . -. 7:. I 
parties shtiuld be given time tc.,b c+neider $h, The advisability c::f ;.ublicati.i.ln 

, *, . . . ',', : '. ' 
was a question that could <nly be considered after a later exchange ef views 

between the rep?esentatives of the Arab States rind the Cc~~~!-ssi~n, 

Furthermore, the Comnsission fervently hoged that the Arnb Governments would 

be favourably disposed in their ai>i2rosch to the communicatic~n, since acceptance, 

The CHi~Il3dN inf!jrmcd the repescntatives c-<f the Iznl:, States that they 

$&ch'they were requested t;:i transmit ,t:.) their G.vernments, The cijmmuni.cati..n 

cincernecl a new methad of work and its terms had +nly been decided after thc;rough ' . .., 
c~nsider~,$i$ ~akia"cifEei;"'G,.;risuj.~nt,i ;n with the G.:vernmtints represented !:n the ,,. 
Commission, Since the"Coti$i~&n ,attachcd. great ti;)ortancc to this memL~ranr!um 

it did not expect inmediate, 9r even early, re~&Les but yreferrecl that the 

Governments receiving it should take a~~:le time for rsflcctijn bef!:)re replying. 
.; _- . . ,. , .: ** . . 

A simil&r ~"~~~~jjdoh"~oiil~~~be"mcde to 'the~sraeli. dolep,ti.~:n a few minutes later, . . ).. .(. ,' (, .,,, . ..,. ..' ). .*. ';, . ,) ,,, ,, . . ..I... ,,, 
While the c!XmkjSi!.Jn would n,.)t interrupt its work and would remain in Geneva, 

it wculd htild no meetings for some ,w&ek&, But- thzt w~.)uld net pevcnt Governments I 
so wishin~'Prom.getthng into't&ich'i&th 'ita The C,:,mmission l~<ju11: be ro-c,:nvendd 

on 17 April in order to meet the Director CJf the United Nati!,ns Flolief and Works 

Bgency fur Palestine ilefugaes in the Near East ,u?d the ‘members of the khi~t)y~ I.. 
Commissiiln whu would arrive at Geneva ,on that date, It intended then, if such 

a ceurs~ was~deemgd ex;3edient;' ti; &ranf-~' &.;nvmWit~i'I:ih's between the repcsentnti-yes 



Mr. P,,LMXli. (United States 
,’ ; : ;  

said that Cornmiss>on had 

devoted much thought to the proposal contained in the memorandum, which should 

be regarded as a very sincere attempt by the Commission to find &procedure 
. 

which would contribute to a'solution'of.:pressinr: problems and, u'ltimately, to 

the conclusi,.n of peace. ' 
.. 

The Commission had decided to'romnin in Geneva for the sake of convenience. . . 
The Arab Governments might take advantage of the Chsirmanls presence in Jerusalem 

if they required,fdrther information.or explanations concerning the memorandum, 

or if they wished to explain their points of view, 

As soon as the Chairm<an returneh to Geneva the'c'ommission and the parties 

could resume the search for solutions -to the imljortant .problems. 

The reason why the Commission had preferred not to publicise the approach 

it was mnkinc was that it was anxious to avoid obliging the parties to take a 

hurried decision and to spare them nnythinl; that might disturb a study demanding 

a calm and thoughtful atmosphere, Of course the time would come when 

publication was necessary, but not without a th,:lr'ouch exczminstion by both sides 

of the edvantn,:es and inconvcnicnces of such 'pti?&ci'ty, The Commission, for its : 1 
pert, would not undertake publicati~~n without prior intimatiL)n of the exact date 

of publication to the .parties in order to enable t'hi latter to take similar 

actionat the same time unless, of course, thei? Governments wished to withhold 
' 

'information intended for the Fress for a longer period, 
. . ‘ ' 

Briefly,, the decisi::ns of the Commigsion,nrose out of the desire to ;:ive : . ..' 
its proposal the best possible chance ;)f success* 

\ 

Mr. YALCIN.(Turkey) stated that the memorandum had been adopted by . 
' ' the members of the C'ommission unanimously ,and t,ha!, in view of the expl,anations 

ij:iven to the I?,rab representatives, he had no,further comment to'make. ,* .; 
1. ;. 

* In, reply to a question‘by Mr."LBDULHRDI (Jordan), the CHdIFWA said I 
: " . 

that the Commiss,ion wouid remain at Genevawhere it would be represented either 

by some of its members; or by alternhtes, The, Secrets,&& would also remain 

in Geneva. It would thorefore always be ilossible to hold c? meeting of, the 

; ,'. 
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., ‘.. . .., , 

Commission, Only the ?rincipal Secretary and himself were proceeding to 

Jerusa1e.m. 
I '. 

,,.P$, MOSTi&A, (Epy&) undertook to'tr,ursmit the proposals contained in 

the Commissionts .note to hi.4 Government forthwith, He was sure they would recsive 
.' 

cpreful conside,m.tion from the %gyljtian Guvemment, He would inform the 

Commission of his Governmentts point of view as soon 'as he was in a posit,ion to 
, 

do .so. , 
I 

With regard to'the confidentin chnrnter of the note, he assurod.the 

Commission that the utmost secrecy 'would be observed by the Egyptian authoriti.es; / 
but he stressed the difficul;ty of keepinS confidential a document which had been 

seen by many persons, He asked how contact could be made between the Arab 

Governments ~a,& the Chairman when the latter'was at Jerusalem, 

1.. The C~AIl?MAN pointed out that the Commission ,had proved on several 

occasions that secrecy could be maintained, 

He could not‘state the form which contact between himself and the Arab 

Governments might take, Jerusalem had been chosen as his destinat5An in'+& 

Niddle East becausel it was the official headquarters of the Comm&x4.on, but it 

wasquite possible that tie might visit Cairo and he would discdss with the; " 
., 

representative of Egypt how aontsct could be mc?de with, his Govertient, 'One 

reason why the details of'his itinerary had not yet been fixed was the important 

meetin6 then being held in Cairo and attended by the Foreign Ministers of several 

Arab States, At all eve&s he wished to get in touch with the Governments of'the 

Arab States. : 

Mr, SHUKAIllY (Syria) said that he would refrain from commenting on the 

note until his Government,had had time $o&udy it; the Commisgj,on was already 

Well aware of his Governmentrs~views on ths,problems with which the,note dealt# 
1' 

He thanked the Co&&ion for its efforts 6s reflected by the note, although 
. 

it was PfX3Sibb that his Goyermlent might not accept the proposals it contained, 

The note was nevertheless, an earneet desire of the.Comissj.on 

deadlock, ,,' . , 
to break the I,: 

I .I. , 
' ; : : ,‘ 8. 

t' ,,, I a I:, 
n i II , 



Furthermore, his Government would be pleased at any time to receive the 

Cheirman of the Commission, whether for the purpose of studying the proposals 

in question or for that of ex<aining other questions. He trusted that some 

progress might be made after the ChairmanIs return on 17 1;pril. 

The CHIX?MAN informed the representatives of the I;rnb States thct, 

should they wish an y further i.nfOrKIaticln before transmitting the memorendum of 

the Commission to their czovernments, the Commission, all. the ma&ers of which 

woulc! still be in Geneva, for 2 few days, was nt their disposal. 

Mr. ABDULHADI (Jordan) asked whether the Commission's note expressed 

the views of the Governments represented by its members. 

The CHi~IRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

The meeting rose at 5 p.m. 


