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- SUMMARY RECORD.OF i, MEETING BETWEEN THE CONCILIATION
COMIISSION AND THE ARAB DELEGATIONS

Held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on "ednesday 29 March 1950, at 4.30 p.m.

Present:
Chairman:  MNr, de BOISANGER | (France)
Mr. PAIMER . (United States of
: . ‘ _ imerica) -
Mr, YALCIN © (Turkey)
‘_Principai

Secretary: Mr. de AZCLRATE
' ) Mr, Abdel Monem MOSTAFA, Representative of Egypt

| Mr, Hafez ABDULHADI, Represeﬁtativé of the
: Hashemite Kingdom of .
Jordan.

Mr. Negib-Fateck CHEH/B, ,Representative of Lebanory
Mr, Ahmed SHUKAIRY, Representative of Syria
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The CHAIRMAN informed the representatives of the Lrab Stetes that they

(1)

”whlch they were requested to transmit to their G.vernments. The communicati.n

haa been: 1nv1tbd to attend the Commissicn in »rder to recelve a curmunication

concerned a new method of work and its terms had .nly heen decided after thorough
scnsideratiom and after c«nsu]tatl:n with the G. vernments represented tm the
Commission., Since tHe CommiSsion attached preat importence to this memorandum
it did not expect immediate, or even early, replies but preferred that the
Governments ‘recelving ¢t shoulﬂ tnku am"la tlmc for reflection hefore replying.

A similar epproach wouldmbo mede to thc Lsraell dvlmpwtlvn a few minutes lhtcr.

While the Cu mmissiun would n>t 1nterrupt its work and would remain in Geneva,

it would hold no meetings for some weeks, Buﬁ‘that would not prevent Governments
- wishing from getting into todeh w1th i, The Cormilssion would be re~cnvened
on 17 april in order to meet the Director of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency fur Palestine Refugees in the Near Fast and the'mcmpqrs.yf the idvisory
Commission whu would arrive at Geneva un that date, It intended then, if such

ca course was' dcgmed exnedlent to arrunge “conversdtivis between the rcvreqentatives
: of the irab’ States and these perSunuges. “Thereefter the CummlS&lJn wUuld be
glad tu GXuman with the dslewativhs £ the parties the replies to the memorandum

which ha ad: been handed to them th & day.
‘ The Chairman of the Commission,and‘th&;ﬁti@giﬁ%lﬁééoretary were gulng to
‘Jerusalem next week and, althouph they-hod:mmde no detailed plans' for their stay,

they 1ntended if necessary tu et in touch. with the Governments .f the Lrab States.

”'The Commissmon hq after consicerati.n, agreed on the ina dv1sqh111ty of
_making the memurandum 1n questlon public at that stage, preferring that the
_parties shuuld be plven time to can51d@r 1t, The mdvisability,cf Publicatiimn
\was a qubstlon that could only be considered after a later exchange of views

between the representatives of theﬂnrab States and the Commission. .

 Fufthermore, the'CommissiQn fervently hoped that the Arab GoVernménts would

be favourably disposed in thelr approach to tho communloatlun, ‘since acccptancc,

‘at any rgtc of ltq principlcs mip hb glvu a murked 1mwctus to the Cmmn1551un'a worke

“iﬁVRepf§&qced‘as‘Dbpqment AR/éé'
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Mr, P.IMER (United States )f'umeriédj said that the Commission had
devoted much thuuaht to the proposal contained in the memorandum, which should
be regarded as a very sincere attempt by the Commlsslon to find a procedure |
whlchywould.contrlbute to a solution of:pressing problems and, ultlmhtely, to.

the conclusi.n of peace,

The Commission had decided to remain in Geneva for the sake of convenience,
The Arab Govermments might take advantage of the Chairman!s presence in Jerusalem
if they required further informdtion or explenations concerning the memorandum,

or if they wished to explain thelr points of view,

“As sovon as the Chairman‘retdfnea to Geneva the Commission and the parties

could resume the search for soluﬁionsvtovthe important problems.

The reason why the Commission had ﬁrefeffed not to publiéise the approadh
it was making was that it was anxious to avold obliging the parties to teke a
hurried decision and to spare them anything that mlrht disturb a study demandlng _

a calm and thoughtful atmusphore._ 0f course the time would come when

. publication was necessary, but not w1thout thtroubh examination by both sides

of the advantages and inconveniences of such publlclty. The Commissivon, for its
part, would not undertake publlcatlon w1thout prlor intimation of the exact date

of publication to the parties in order to enable the latter to take similar

~action at the same time unless, of course, thelr Governments wished to withhold

‘Information 1ntendeg for the Press fcr o lunﬂer perlod.

Briefly, the d601SJ‘nS of the CUMMlSSlOn arose out of the desire to give

its proposal the best p0551blo chance of success.

Mr. YuLCIN (Turkey) stated that the memorgndum had been adoptod by

the membpro of the Commission unanimously and thpt, in v1ew of the explqnatlons

‘leen to the Arab represcntatlvcs, he had no, further comment to make,

In reply to a questlon by Mr. ABDULHADI (Jordan), the CHAIRMAN said
that the CommlsSLOn would remaln at Geneva.- wherc it wuuld be represented elther
by some of its nambcrs, or by altern tes, .- The Secretarlct would also remain g

in Geneva. © Tt would therefore always be possible to hold S meetlng of the
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Commiséion. Only the Prineipal, Secretary and himself were proceeding to
Jerusalenm, S |

Mr. MOSTAFA (Eaypt) undertook to transmit the proposals contained in

-the Commlssion’s note 6 his Government forthwith, He was sure they would receive

cereful consideration from the Egyptian Governmont, He would inform the
COmnission_of his Governmentt!s point of view as soon as he was in a position to
do S04 - | B

*v_ With regard to the confidentinl charoter of tho note, he assurod the
Comm1551on that the utmost secrecy would be observed by the Egyptian authorlties,

but he stressed the difficulty of keeping CUnfldontlal document which had been
seen by many persons. He agked how contact could be made between the Arab

Governments and the Chairman when the latter was at Jerusalem,

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that tho Commlsslon had proved on several

occusions that secrecy could be maintained.

He could not ‘state the form which contact between himself and the Arab
Governments might'toke.' Jerusalem had been chosen ag his dsstlnntlun in the
Middle East because it was the officlal headquarters of the Gonmissmon, but it
was. qulte possible that he night vislt Cairo and he would discuss with the
‘ ropresentotlve of Egypt how contact could be made with his Government One

- reason why the details of his itinerury had not yet been fixed was the lmportant
meeting then boing held in Cairo and attended by the Foreign Ministers of several
Lrab States., At all events he w1shod to yet in touch with the GOVernments of the
: J’xfab -States, l '

Mr, SHUKAIRY (Syria) Sald that he would refrain from commenting on the
note until his Government ‘had had time toaiudy it; the Commlssion was already
well aware of his Government's v1ews on the problems w1th which the note dealt,

o He thanked the Commlssion for its efforts as reflectod by the note, although
1t was possible that his Government might not acceph the proposals it contained.‘.
The note was nsvertheless, an. oarnost desire of the Commi551on ,to‘brsak the = .
‘ deadlock. B R I SIS ER R
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Furthermore, his Govermment would be pleased at any time to receive the

Chairman of the Commission, whether for the purpose of studying the proposals
in question or for that of exemining other questions, He trusted that some

progress might be made after the Chairman's return on 17 Aprii,

The CHLIRMAN informed the representatives of the Arab States that,

should they wish any further information before transmitting the memorandum of
the Commission to their sovernments, the Commission, all the members of which

would still be in Geneva for a few days, was at their disposal,

Mr, ABDULHADI (Jordan) asked whether the Commission's note expreésed

the views of the Govermments represented by its members.

The CHaIRMAN replied in the affirmative.

The meeting rose at 5 pun.




