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?!m CONCILIATION COMMISSION 
AND ?&R$SENTATIVES OF ARAB REFUGEE ORGANIZATIONS 

held in Lausanne, 0n w~an~sa~y, 
24 August 1.949, at 1.1.:30 a*ma 

Presant: Mr e Yalcin (Turkey) - Chairman 
Ms. de Boiaanger [;r;n;e{ 
Mr a Porter . . . 
Dr e Azc6rats - Frincipal Secretary 
Mr. MI Hawari - Delegation Chairman of 

Refugees Congress of Ramallah 
Mr. Said Mr l3eidas - Representative of the Jaffa 

District Inhabitants Committee 
Choukri Tasi Boy - Representative of. the Land 1 

Lords of the Palestine I 
Refugees l 

Tha CHAIRMAN welcomed the representatives of the Arab 

Refugee Qrganizations and said’that the Commission would b@ 

glad to hear any comment or remarks they might have to make. 
Mr. HAWARX recalled that, he and his fellow representa- 

ldves of the Arab Refugee Organizations had submitted a memo- 

ran&&m dated 5 August 1949 (ORG/26) to the Commission request- 
:: 

ing that they be sent recor& of meetings held atid allowed to ,be I 

prasent at meetings. They wished to have full knowledge of alI, 1 

that was being done with regard to the refugees and to assist i 

in the matter by making suggestions and recommendations whenever : 

desirable e In that connection, he stressed the, patience which 

the refugees haa always’ shown and their. readingsi to accept 

whatever decision might be taken by the Commission. He aLso 

asked that the refugee organizations should be informed of the 

establishmant of all working groups, such as the Technical 
Comrnj.t’t;ee, the Mixed Coritnittee on Blocked Accounts and the 

Economic Survey Group, allowed to attend their meetings and to 

accompany artd assist them in th@ field. 
Regarding ,the Technical Committee which had been estab- 

lj.shad and had visited Phlestine, he deplored the fact that ’ \... 

repsesantatives of the refugee organizations had not been in- 

vitad tQ accompany that commlttae although the refugees 
. 
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themselves had suggested in the past th 
such as the Technical Committee, be s 
various questions concerning them, such as 

The representatives of the S 
studied the report drawn up by the 
fully and considered it to be a deo 
although they had not had the oppo~t~~~t~ t 
views, in spite of the fact that they wer 
best qualified to know the question axed t 
groves being shown to the Committae Balkan 
ox notJ They had been astonished b 
since, contrary to the statements c 
were still capable of cultivations 
representatives of the refugees had 
the Committee the various methods o 
irrigation, as well as the differe 
new methods. 

Since therefore the representatives of th 
considered that a completely one-sided report, p 
their interests, had been made and since they had at rro time been 
consulted, Mr. Hawari informed the Commission that pa, ~~~t~st wa6 
being lodged with the Committee concerning their ~~d~rn~~t in 
respect of the orange groves which were valued t not less than 
f: 15’0,000,OCO and represented almost the sum total,. of ~~f~~~~ 
property6 Referring to an extract from the Committee’s report 
which stated that if no immediate measures were taken within the 
next two months o the groves would, be irremediably lost, he urged 
the Commission to pram for the necessary steps to be taken at 
the earliest possible date. 

with regard to the recently established Mixed Committee 
of ‘Experts on Blocked Accounts, he again deplored thla fact that 
representatives of the refugees had not been consulted* It had 
been said that the refugees had every confidence in the Arab 
member of the Committee, That might well be, but the reprssen- 
tatives of the refugees had no.t been given the opportunity of 
stating that fact. They had moreover not given anyone the power 
to negotiate for them. They considered that they were entitled 
to be represented as refugees and not by any member of a single 
Gokerrunent . ’ 

Regarding the Economic Survey Croup which would visit 
Palestine and the Ahab countries, Mr. Mayari urged the Commission 
for representatives of the refugees to be allowed to assist the 
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Mr* Ii~wmi then informed the Commission ,that the represen- 

tativQ$ of the ~@fWQ@s had had the opportunity of study$ng the 
memerandu.m addsassed to the delegation of Israel and those of 

the k~?~b !tTdxb@d Qn 15 August 19rt9 (IS/35 w-d ~~t/16), They had 
deck&d h submit to the Con~~~ission a written repljr to the 
questions therein cantained but he &shed, to comment further at 
th.g Pr@S@nt meeting on Some of the views held by the refugee 
organizationso 

With regard to the first question in Chapter I, he said 
that the l?CfUg@eS would be willing to accept the princ3.pJ.e un- 

hasltatinglyfi They would however ask for certain reservtitions 
to be taken into cansideration. Every refugee whose home was 
ariginalXy in Israel should have a free choice to return to, 
his horns* He would however undertake to accept fully ‘Israeli 
authority, although St should be understood that no discrimina- 
tion of sny kind would be practised against him or any action 
taken to compel him to leave his home again at some future timeb 
The nxuaindor QP the rofugaes should be given the choice between 
gett~~.ng in the rest of Palestine or in the other Arab States 
where they would enjoy full citizenship rights. Many of the 
rafugass had lost all their property in Palestine and, in that 
c~nne~“c;$~n, he emphasized the fact that part or full compensa- 
*ion s&&d bQ paid for movable and Imr6xable ProPertY. He *’ 
suggest&l that CQU~, consisting of one Arab, one Israeli and 
one neutral member, appoint& by the United Nations authorities 

and with the refugees I approval, should be established’to decide 

compansationI the price OF immovable property being estimated 
on the basis of an equivalent price to that at the date when the 
rofugao loft his property- Such a system would be in accordance 

with the method practised when land was expropriated by the 
author$,ties In the public interest+ 

The refugee organizations were prepared to accept the 
principle of the establishment of a Survey Group as set forth in, 
the second question, and were ready to cooperate with such,.a 

body, only ‘on conditLon, hodever that any decisions taken by 

that group should not be final 0s binding upon the refugees unless 

they had IApanseJves been consuLteP a’nd ,had agreed0 If agreement .s 

were reached, for instance, with ‘the osganizations concerned 

before refugees were settled in certain localities9 such a 
procedura might well avoid future difficulties* ‘1 ‘r/ 

t 



With regard to the third BUSS 

clear that, in the view of the refug 
taken On the numbers of refUg@as to 

been agreed upon, should not be in a 

reached subsequently on texrXtoria1 qu~$t~~~~ er oh mJr 

xemaining questions in that chapter@ 
The refugee - organisations were 6 

fourth question; They wished to do evox 

themselves but, in the meantime, they WB 

themselves of any assistance offored in 
wretched plight of the refugees. 

With regard to the question as to a 

of the approximate number of refugees which 

Governments would be ready to accept, he conside 
a dangerous principle for the Arab countries t 

view,’ the Arab States should state that they w 
accept the refugees with all the rights and ob 
citizenship without mentioning any specific ~~b~~~ 

As for the considerations !Iith regnxd tc a t~~x~t~x~~l 
settlement contained in Chapter II, Mr, Hawart aced that the 
refugee oxganizations did not of course have any author&ty to 

deal with such a question. They wished to be repak$at 
earliest possible opportunity and would accept what 
sovereignty was imposed upon them in order to return to their 

homes . 
He thanked the Commission for its attention. 
The CHAIRMAN said that members of the Commission had 

heard the representative ‘of the refugee organizations with the 

utmost interest 4 The Commission had alway;.., had the greatest 
sympathy fox the unfortunate situation in which the refugees 

found’themselves and was fully aware of the urgency ti the 

matter * He hoped that some satisfactory solution to ths problem 
would be reached at an early date* 

He assured the representatives of the refugee organiza- 
tions that their answexs to the memorandum of 15 August would 
receive careful consideration and the Commission’s views on 

those answers would be transmitted to them by the Principal 
Secretary* 

He wished to thank Mr. Hawari for having ‘explained to the 
Commission the views of the oxganizations he represented, 



d@ BOJSANGER wished to raise the point that I 

Mr. EftAWEdxZ? ~Zikk~ism of the Technical Committee’s report was 
i 
!  
I 

~~~~~t~~~~~ ShW3 that report had not as yet been circulated, 
ov@n tew mambos of the Commission. The only report which had 

SO far buun published was that of an expert who could not be 
’ 

taken to represent the views of the Technical Committee. 


