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SUMMARY RECORD OF A MEWTING BETWEEN
THE CONCILIATION COMMISSION AND .
THE DELEGATION OF SYRIA b
held in Lausanne, 28 April 1949
at 11:00 a.n

Present: Mr Ethridge - (U.8.4,) - Chairman
, Mr. de Bolsanger (France) -
Mr. Yalcin - (Turkey)
My, Azcarate | —lérincipal
, ‘ Secretary
H.E. Adman Atassi ) - Representatives
H,E, Omar Djabri ) of Syria
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' The CHAIRMAN welcomed the Syrian delegation and
recalled that the problems w1th which the Commission was
concerned fell into three cetegorles: questions of gbneral
conciliation, the problem of the refugees, and the guestion
of Jerusalem and the Holy Places, On all‘these matters the
Commission would nsed to explore in further detail the views
of the Arab representatives; 1t oounted'On the cooperation
of all the delegations. | |

‘Mr, ATASSI expressed the conviction that under the
guidance of -the Commission it would bexpossible to errive at o
just s6lution of all these problems. His delegation would
at all times be at. the disposal of the Commission and would

‘do all in- Lts power to fa0111tate ‘the ‘Commission's task.

'The question of general con01llation, he thought, was
a new point, which had not been ralsed during the Beirut
meetlngs-- there .were other problems ‘of a more pre531ng
nature, in particular the refugee questlon, which demanded an
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immediate solution. His Governnent's stand on that question
had not‘teriea since the Beirut tolks,  As regards Jerusalem,
he pointed out that Syria had aceepted the prinCJple of in-
ternatlonalisetlen an oreer to show its Wllllngﬂ@SS to abide
by the terms of- the Generwl Assembly s rooolutlonﬁ In view
of the statements mude by the Government of Israel.on the
subject, however, he w1shed to state that if this concesslon
on the part of his Government were“of no eyall7 and if for
any reason Jeruealem were not to be internationelised, the
only remainlnv solution woulcd be to entrust the protectlon
of the Holy Places to Arab etatesd‘ He pomnted nut that such
Arab control had been a traditicn since the Middle Ages, with-.
out cause for compleintr In‘enswer'to a qaésfi&n from Mr,
Yalein, he explainad thet his Government's views ﬁpplied also
to the Holy Places outside Jerusalem,’ ‘such ag Bothlehem and
Nazareth
Mr. de BOISANGER remarked that since the uerusalem
quostlon was now in the hands of a. commlttee, 1t would bevt'
helpful if that Comnrttee could oontact the Sy"*nn delegation
and obtain its views on the matter in sorie detn:l o
Mr, ATASSI relterated that His delegatlor was at the
‘drsposel of both the Commisgsion and. the Committee at wny time.
| The CHAIRM&N pointed out that it was the’ Cumnission’ |
1ntention to present a plan for:intern: - el on of
Jerusalem to the General Assembly ‘at its ueptemoer session, il
accordance with the directlve laicd down in the tesolutlon.
Concerning tne refugee question, .the Commlgsion recognized
the urgency of the matter and was 601n5 all it eould to ex—
o pedlte a sonutlon, he asked, however, that the pyrlan
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delegation should keep in mind the Commission's view that a
settlement of the territorial question‘would contribute -
greatly to the solution of the refugee problem,

The Chalrman asked whether the Syrian delegation had
any recent information regarding the progress of the armistilce
negotiations.

Mr. ATASSI said he had no such information; he hoped
to have news, however, when the remainder of his delegation

arrived in Leusanne within a day or two,
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