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NOTE

On Thursday, 5 May 1949, at 10 a.m. the
Conciliation Commission held a private meeting with

Dr. Eytan of the delegation of Israel. No summary
- record was issued. '



HOTES 0§ & CORVERDATION DELWEEN THE CHAIRMAN
aF THY QARCILIATTON COMMISHION AND DR, BYTAN

5 May 1949

Hp, UTHRINGE noted Dy, fytan's statenent that Israel wag
arepared o losue anthorisations for return to Israsl to mambers of
fanilies whiceh had been gsencrated, o asghed vhether the Israeli
CGovertment could lgsue such authorisations at once ond set up &
gervice to oyganise the return of guch refugees,

Dy WUTAR doubted the nessibllity of carrying out the operation
physiecally at present, since it was envisaged as part of the overall
peace settloment, If the Chairmen considered 1t would be helpful,
however, he would ask his Govermmont 1f it would make the decision
pablic and lave induiries made ag to how many refugeas would be
affected, ate,

e, ETURIDGE replled that such action would certainly be
helpful both %o the Commigsien and to the refsgmm organisations
caring for tho refugooes,

M the mmeation of paynent of indewnities for refuges lands,
he asked vhothor it was the Government's intention te reimburse tho
refugess on the basls of the value of their lands before their
departare, il hnd gathered from Dy, lHytan's statenent that Israel
alid not rejeat the ldes of & mixed elnims commission,

Dp. ITAN confirmed the Chairwan's understandings his
Jovernment expected that as e result of the Lausanne talks and the
general agreements omerging therefpom, some gort of board would be
sat up to agsess the lands in question,

My, ZTHRILGE asked for further clarification reparding
payment of indemnltles to the refugees for urban real property
and personal property such as household goods, cattley, machinery ote,

Dy, BYTA saild he had gone as far onm this question as hig
instructions peritted, The auestion of urban renl property wos &
compiicated one which he thought had not yet been sufficlently
studied, Hb thought it might be assumed that his Covernment would
not pay indemnities for pergonal property, since there was no
angaible way of establishing or assessing claims,

Mp, STHRIDOE nsked whether Dr, Uytan had recoived any
further detalls from his Covermment concerrdng those polnts in the
nenorandun of 11 April which had not yet bean covered, particularly
points (%) and (6) (Arab blocked credits; depreciation in value
of refugee sroperty).

Dr, 2¥7TAY gunid ho had not yet received the information he
had renuestedy he hoped it would be fortheoming scon.

Yre BTURIDGE recalled that M, fban, in a2 press statement
wade in Toyw Jorl, tad mentloned the guestlion of rveparations fop



war damages. o osked vhoether thig gaostlon would be hnndled
in the course of the Lansanae talls, or soparately haotween the
Govarmments oconcerned,

bro B¥TLY stated that his Goverarment would, at gone stapn,
put forvard 2 olaim for ronarations for the danaps done to Lspnoli
territory ns o result of the war, The way the rquestion vould be
handlad vould depend on the course falken by the Lansanne nepotiations,
I the prosent tallks vent Inte the details of compensation by Israsl
For the value of refugee lands and property, Israel would in turn
put forward an aagseesmeont of lts wor damages; 1¥ the flnal settlecent
covered the guestlion of eompengation it should also eover the
natter of roparations, I, on the other hand, the final settleaent
wag o genaral ong, not touching details, the reparsiicons nuestlon
wvould probably be left Tor later gottlement betwesn Governmsnis.

HMp, BIHRIDGE asited whether Dr, “tan eould atate the Tsraell
position on the terrlitorial auestlon,; on the basls of the Gensral
igsembly's resolatlon of 29 Jovember 1947, which was still in force.

Dr, G¥TAY smid that his Government's nosition had been stoted
recently by tho Forelpn Minister: Israsl would claim the territory
allotted tn it undepy the terms of that resolutlon, together wilh
all territory now administered by 1t in fack. He recnlled that
conditiong nrevalling at the time the resolution wag adopted dlffered
greatly from ~rounont conditions, The Jewlsh Ageney had accented Lho
regsolution on tho understanding that Lt would be ecarried out in all
itg provisionsd, whlch included partition, establishment of an
Arab 8tate, ccononle unlon, ete. The only wrovision which had bheon
carried out wrs the establishment of the State of Israely the othor
provisions hnd proved to be unworkable in practice, Thorefore the
Government of Izrael held the plan as adonted to be inawplicable
at vresent,

Mr, STTRTDGE made the comment that in that case 1t might be
assumed that the erxisting armistlice lines would be mainteined,

Dp, BYTAY veplied that that was a not unreasonable assumpiion
Howevar, he pointed out that begause an armistice line with, fopr
gxample, Trangjordan existed as o physleal fact, lsrasl wag nod
thereby comnittod Lo accepbance of a Transgjordan regime on the obh
glde of that line, Uhat might happen in the nature »f allocstion,
annexation, or adainistration on the other side of the line wonld
be & subjeet for dlisenssion, Isrnells attithde on the ~uwestion
was olastiep 1ts final views regarding border getilenents must
depend partly on the nature of the regimo on the other side of thag
bordargg=~on the lkind of nelghbours it would have, In princlploy
the nature »f the ndministration of the ‘rab narts of “alestine
would influence Isranel’s attitude concerning the boundary questiol.,

The cuestisn was asked vhetheor the Tsraell Governnent tool

-



acenunt of the faet that certain zones might be demilitarized,

Dr, S9TAT 4id not feel hitmsalf in a position to wake &
final renly on that voint. Ille nointed ont that Israel's najor con-
sideration in the boundary question had always been the natter of
her seeuritys his Covernment must do all 1t ecould to nehleve the
most favorable wosition for the fature, PFor ezample, it must talo
inte neeount the fanet that its eastern nelghbour had a nilitary

allianco with & major power, The position would be dlfferent 1f the

neighbour were o saoll power without such alllances, or il the
horder reglon vere a large demilitarized asrea under international
guarantoos,

When agled whether his statement might be talen as an
offieial nosition of his Govermment, Dr, lytan replied that the
answer would depend on the probability or possibility of such de-
militarisation belng effected, It was essy to envisage. it as a
Lomporary nensure under the terms of an armlsticey bubt he was not
sure whether 1% vas a npactical pogsibility under a permanent pence
sottlement,

Mp, BTIRIDCE ssked what information Dr, Hytan could glve
rogarding the'special commities” on Jerusalem--what it was delng,
what were its funetions, and how deeply it would be invelved in
political auestlons,

Dr, BYTAY explained that the commitisee had been set up under
articleo 8 of the Israeli~Transjordan armistice agreement, but with
different functions from those of the iixed Armistice Comnission,
It had b@an agtablished to deml with certain territorial and noywe
political mnetters which had not been solved during the Rhedes talls,
It comprised twn_;graeli and twe Transjordan members, It had rade
a promising beoglnning, which had beon interrupted when the two
Transjordnn members were sent to Lausanne; however, deputles had
heen appolinted and work was procm@ﬂing. Agre@ment had been reached
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which had now been handed over in lts entirmty th;§gggggmgg§§g?1.
In consequence of this agreement it was hoped that rail traffic o
Jerusalem would soon be vesumed, Other points which vweore stlll
under congideration included access to Mt, Scopus, clalmed by
Israel, and access to Pethlehem, desired by Transjordan, The
questiong undeor discuspion were of a purely t@rritoriai nature and
would in neo way, Dr, dytan thought, affect the polltieal settlanent
or the work of the Commission in Lausanne, The committee's worl
might have some effect on the boundary settlementy il so, it
would he of a positive nature,

Mr. STHRIDEE informed Dr, Syban that information recelved
from the rollugee organisations indiested that 900,7"" refigoss
were now bolng caref for by those organisstions, of whom about



D0 gl clie P, porrlioRy now o part.of lspael.  Uhe venainding
ann, (00 vepe rwfﬁéé@g;;n the gense that they had left. their homes
pd & consequence of the war and had moved Irom one part to
anothar of Apah Palestine, T

dr, AT gaid he would not refute the flipures given by the
rfn rellef crpondsations, although »ffieially he could not secopt
the view that the 970,770 nov belng cared for were all "refugeea%,

Ire iyban then informad the Chalrman that in the past few days
nis delegution had -mde direet contact with the Arab delegations and
had held convorsations with representatives of Sgypt and Trange
jordan, He felt sure that fature tallts would be held in a fusm
s Friendly end rezsonable spirit, and that contact vould alsge he
established with the Lebanese delegation, The conversations so fay
had been preliminary exchanges of views which had shown that the
Arab delegationsg had come to Leusanne with the sincere desire %o
achiave a settlenent, He consldered it a very encouraging heginning.
e assured the Chalsman that thase direct contacts dld not imply ony
desire to hyewnsg o exelude the Commission, whieh had 3 definite
funetion »f its mum,

Concerning the draft "Preamble" submltted by his delegatlon,
r. Gytan sald that although the document was provisional in nature,
he folt that 1t could be discussed at this stape with the Arabs as
a hasis for oxghanpge of views, It had been drafted in such a way
as to e accantabla, he hoped, to the Arab delegations,

dp, BNUIRIDGE dxnressed his satisfactlion that direct contact
had heen astablished between the Israell delegatlion and two Arab
dalaopationa.

fu leparding the "Preanmble’, he drew attention to artlele Il
paragraph 3, which he felt aight rouse the fears of the Arabs
with regard to vhat they consldered to be Israel's expansiondst
tendencies,

Dr, A¥TAT explained that the paragraph in question was & o=
way clause which could operate as much in the intervests of the ipad
dtates as of Isvael, His Covermment did not feel that an attempt
shonld be nade to settle all the detailed gquestions involved in an
agroonent on boundaries during the Lausanne talkss many miner polnts
ahonld he left for loter settlement By betwaen the Governmenta, Thig
eclausa left the way open for sueh later negotiations, xkxfhe and Lov
possible border changes which might be desired by the irab states
ag much ag by Israsl, e d4id not feal that the paragranh should
give rise to any foara on the part of the Arabg.
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