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Representative of Syria
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" MOSTAFA BEY (Egypt) recalled that in its first contacts with the
Conciliation Commission, in Cairo and later in Beirut, his Government had
maintained the view that the return of the refugees to their homes was the
keystone and essential prerequisite of any peace settlement, Later, in Lausanne,
although the Arab delegations had accepted the Protocol of 12 May without
conditioﬁ, their attitude in connection with the refugees had been held to be
intransigeant and a hindrahce to the Commission's work, Following the
Commission's first recess, the Arab delegations had returned with new instruc~
tions and had signed a declaration by -which they agreed to consider the refugee
questlon within the framework of the general problem and to work toward its .
solution as one part of that problem, When the Commission had subsequently
requested the views of the Arab delegations on all parts of the probiem, includ~
ing the territorial question, their reply had been based on an acceptance of the

- Commission's own view that all parts of the problem were closely inter~related.

~ When the Commission had established the Economic Survey'NH551on, which
was to investigate the capacity of the various Arab States to absorb refugees
for resettlement, the Arab delegations had again agreed to the project and
promlsed their cooperation, On the occasion of the Mission's three-day visit
to Alexandriag the Prime'Minister of Egypt had informed the Mission that Egypt
was. already facing grave problems of over-population and was not in a position
to accept refugees for regetﬁlemento The Mission had explained that its task |
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wa.s two;gbld:‘fifsﬁ;“£o fiﬁd immediaﬁe’préduotive work for
the refugees, in order to iighten the financial burden upon
 the,internationdl community of oohtinuing emergeney aid; and
gecondly, to solve the problem of long-term rehabilitation of
the refugees. In connectlion with the firsttask, Mostafa Bey
assighed'by his Government to aseigt the Mission, had made
three proposalsoy First,, he had pointed oﬁt that some refugees
coming from Gaza had lﬁhds in the hinterland, on the other
side of the lines, which veré at present unoccupied and, |
deteriorating. If these refugees were alloWed ﬁo Lraverse -
the lines and cultivate thelr lands, the burden upon the inter
natlonal community ﬁould be lightened., 5econdly, the Israecli-
Egyptian armistice agreement provided for a nomman's?land in
the north of the Gaza reglon; the inhabitants of that vegion
also should be allowed to roturn to their lands and cultivate
them. Thirdly, many of the refugees at present in the Gaza

zéne came from the Beersheba region, which was cultivgble land
‘those refugees should be allowed to estoblish themselves |

provisionally in that area, pending a Iinal settlement. The
‘Econonic Survéy Mission had.prbmised to study these thﬁée"
vprprSalsvand oqmmunicate them to the Conciliation thmissign.

The'dommiésibn, in its letter of 12 September, had told

‘the Arab delegations that some of their territorial'demahdé
'wéfg'éxcessive,‘ The Egyption dclegation»d;d not undergténd.
~how;territorial propogals could be é1aboratedeithoub.referu
ence tos the question of the refugees’-future; it st ppihted
‘v dﬁt that the Commission itself had refefred, in its Thira“ |
Pfoéﬁéss Report, to the interwrelationship,of all parts.of
: thé”Palestine‘problema*'Mostafa Bey requested the.adVice'and

[} .

- guidanoe of the Commissibnign this pdint,w
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With regard to the Commiésion?s note concerning protection
of the Holy Pldges outsidé Jerusalem, the Bgyptian representative
recalled that for nany years the Holy Places had beeh guarded |
and adﬁinistered without discrimination by thé Argbs and the

Ottonon Government; except for the present regrettable situation

in Polestine, that guardianship would have continued., If the

Commisgsion required formal undertalings regarding the respect
and protection of the Holy Places, he did not feel that it was
to the Arab States thot such a demand should be addressed; their

past history spoké for itself, UNevertheless, he ha& been

_ingtructed by his Governnent to reply to the Commission that

such respect for Holy Places and religious edifices Was‘éntirely
in the tradition of the Arab CGovernmcnts, and that when the
United Nations'iook a decision concerning the future of Jerusal er
Egypt would support that decilsion.

The Comnisgion had spoken o international guaranteeg of
the righﬁs and property of the refugees, In‘that'cohnéotion,
the Egyptian Governnent dimended that the rights and property
of refugees should be guaronteed by Israel in accordance with_
the provisions of the Declaration of Huinan Rights and the
Convention of Genocidé, and that the Tsraell Government should
lssue a proclanation concerning the protection of minoritlies,
based upon those two documents, The Egyptian Government had
prepared a draft proc;amation to serve as a gulide; a copy of
that docurient Wduld be furnished to the Cormmission.

‘The OHAIRMAN, refenring to theyEgyptian répresentative's

statenent that the territorial question could not be settled

“independently of the refugee problem, affirmed that such had

always been the Comnisslon's view., Thé Comnission hoped,

however, that the reportsg of the Econonic gurvey Nission would

help to ndvance the work on the refugee question; in the meantime

the Commission and the delegations could continue working toward
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a solution of the other questionss He considered the proposals
made by the Egyption representative to the Economlc Survey .
Mission as most interesting; the Commigsion had‘beenvunaware_of

thoge proposals, having as yet recelved no reports from the.

- Migsione

With regard to the Holy Places, the Commission had hoped

- to be able-to report to the General Assembiy‘on the quegtlion at
thevpresent sessioha The Cormisslon could transmlt to the
General Assembly the reply Jjust nade by the Egthian delegafion,
but he had hoped for a more precise declaration. He asked.
whether the Arab delegations preferred not to sign the declaratio
formulated by th» Commisslon. | |

As regards the proposed‘@roclamation concerﬁing proteotion
of'minorities,_thé Commiésion would be glad to study it when
a copy was nade available. | ;

MOSTAFA BEY (Egypt)'did not wish any misundersﬁanding to
exlst concerning the attitude of his Governgent on the question
of protection of the Holy Places. Such protection had alwﬁys
been a traditlonal policy with his Govermment, and the. offilcilal.
verbal sfatemont he had nade had been considered as suffliclent.
He,pdinted out that in his Governmentls view the questlon was
iar less important than other problens within the oompetencé of
the Comnilsglon ﬁhich had not yet been solved, |

Mre SHOUKAIRI (8yria) felt that the present digcussion

ralsed an irport-nt point which must be clorified.. As regardsy
prot@otion of the Holy Places, the traditional pclloj and
catbitude of the Arab States was well known throughout the world,
- In hig opinion, the terns of the General Assambly#s regolution
of ll December 1948 did not require a formal dbclaration ag such;
the 1ntpnuicn underlying the reqolutlon had been not merely
H;oteotlon of . cdlflces, but protectlon of the rights of the

worshlppers., It was neanlnvlecs t01ssue daclaratlons 80 lon& a8
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the places of worship remained empty: the question, therefore,
was ilnextricably linked with the whole refugee problem. IHe
| interpreted the resolution as meaning that, first, the refugees
nust be allowed to return to their'homes, and that, subsequently,
théir freedom of worship must be proteoted; otherwise, protection
of the Holy Places as such would have no significance. If the
Commigsion failed to enforce the'rightﬁ of the refugees,"any
formal declarations would be fruitless. In any case, however,
the Arab delegations 4id not refuse to sign the declaration in
questlon; they were ready to declare their intention to respect
and protect the Holy Places, wilthout reservation and without'
condition, becausge they consldered such proteotion their
traditional funétion and duty. The Arab dolegations had no
criticism to make of the terms of the declaration formulated by
the Commission; their posltlon, however, was that they were more
concerned with concrete solutlong to ﬁr@ent problems than with
formal declarations on ﬁapern

MULET PASﬁA (Hashemite Jordan Kingdon) supported the
. statenents of his colleagues; he felt that the Commission should
accept the verbal commit ents just made apd not press the Arab
delegations further for formal declarations.

Mr. GHORRA (Lebanon) also expressed his support of the
statements made by his threc colleagues, He felt that a formal
declaration on the question at the moment Was unimportant, and .-
that priority should be given to the most urgent aﬁd bagic
questions, e.g. the refugee problem and the internationalisation
of Jerusalem. His Government's views on those problems had been
clearly stated by Mr. Charles Malik in the General Assembly
 (document A/SR.228) and he had been instructed to requést the -
Commlgsion to take note of ﬁhbse viewg as r@ported.b

The CHAIRMAN observed that the Coﬁmiséion woﬁld discuss

in a private meeting the objections of the Arab delegations to
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signing a formal declaration reparding protection of the Holy
Places, and would also take note, as requested, of the views of

the Lubrnese Government as expresg@d in the General Assenbly.

'The'meeting rose ot 545 Dalle



