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SUMMARY RECORD OF A MEET-WG BETWEEN -. .,--,----," 
THE CONCILIATION COMMISSION AND THE -w-w-- 

DELEGATIONS OF THE ARAB STATES ----1--m. 

held in New York, on Monday 
24 October 19499 at 4 pDm9 

Present: Mr, de Boisanger (France) -- Chairman 
Mr, Yalcin (Turkey) 
Mr, Rockwell (U&A,) 
Dr, Azcarate -. Principal Secretary 

H,E, Abdcl Monem Mostafa Bey - Representative of Egypt 

H,E, Fnwzi Pasha Mulki - Representative of the Hashemite 
Jordan Kingdom 

Mr. Edward Ghorra - Representative 

Mr, Ahmad Shoukairi '- Representative 

--II-c 

of Lebanon 

of Syria 

) MOSTAFA BEY (Egypt) recalled that in its first contacts with the .' 

Conciliation Commission, in Cairo and later in Beirut, his Government had 

maintained the view that the return of the refugees to their homes was the 
keystone and essential prerequisite of any peace settlement, Later, in Lausanne, 

although the Arab delegations had accepted the Protocol of 12 May without 
condition, their attitude in connection with the refugees had been held to be 

intransigeant and a hindrance to the Commission's work0 Following the 
Commission's first recess, the Arab delegations had returned with new instruc- 

tions and had signed a declaration by.which they agreed to consider the refugee 

question within the framework of the general problem and to work toward its , 

solution as one part of that problem, When the Commission had subsequently 
requestea the views of the Arab delegations on all parts of the problem, includ- 

ing the territorial question, their reply had been based on an acceptance of the 
Commission's ow view that all parts of the problem were closely inter-related, 

When the Commission h&d established the Economic Survey Mission, which 

was to investigate the capacity of the variou s Arab States to absorb refugees 
for resettlement, the Arab delegations had again agreed to the project and 

promised their cooperation, On the occasion of the Mission's three-day visit 
to Alexandria, the Prime Minister of Egypt had informed the Missian that Egypt 

was already facing grave problems of over-population and was not in a position 

to accept refugees for resettlement, The Mission had explained that its task 
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mns trio-fold: first, to find immediate productive work fox’ i 

the refugees, in order to lighten the financial burden upon 

the .internirltional community of qontinuing emergency a-id; and 

seoondly, to .solvc the problem of long-term rahabilitation of 

the re,fugees o In.connection with the firsttask, Mostafa BeY 

essigncd by his,Government to assist the Mfssion, had made 

three proposnls, %rst,,he had. pointed out that some refugees 

coming from Gnza had &ads in the hinterland, on the other 

side of the l$nes, which :;ex% at present un6ccupI.ed and, .‘_ 

detieriorntinga If these refugees were ailowed to trnverse 

the lines agd cultivnte their lends, the burden upon the inter 

national co&i~unity would be lightened, SecondJy, the Israeli- 

Egyptizn armistice agreement provjded for a no-mnnts-iand in 

the north qf the Gaza region; the inhabitants of that region 

n1s0, should be aLLowed t,o rr:tu~~~~ to their lands rind cultjvate 

them, Thirdly, many of the refugees at present in the Gaza 

zgnc cane from the Beershebn region, which mns cultivable lend 

those refugees should be n&lowed. to cstzblish themselves 

provisional,ly in that boa, pond-ing n fir-& settXcmenta The 

Ecanonic Survey Xission Ihad, prbmised to study these three’ , 
.’ ’ 

proposals 2nd corxx&.c~te them’ to the Conciliation Commission, 

‘. The, Corxlission, in its lette’r of 1% September, had told 

,the Ar$+b delegttlons tl%t some of their territolqjaI. demcn& 
.’ ., 

were excessive. The EgyptJan dcle&ation d&d not undergtnnd, . I. i 
how. tcrritorinl proposals could be eLLnbornted:,without. refer- 

ence t@the question of the refugees’ future; it was poi.ntcd , I ‘_. 
d6.t that the Uor;zmi,ssion itself hnd referred, in its Third 

Gogrcss Report, to the inter-relationship of CL1 part.s’of 

thd’Fnlesti.nc problem, Mostnfa Boy requgstcd ‘the ndvico’nnd 
,. 

guzi,dnnce ::f the GorxUssion pn this point, 



With regal-d. to the Cormission~ s note concerming protection 

of the Holy ~lnces outside Jerusalem, ,the, Egyptian reprc sentativa 

remlled that for nnny years the Holy Plnces hzd been guarded 

and administered without d~iscriminntion by the Arabs and the 

0 ttormn Governclent ; except for the pi’esent rep;!;rettabJe situation 

in Pales tine, that ~unrdinnship would- have continued, If the 

Connission req.ak$ed fornnl undertakings regarding the respect 

and protection of the Holy P’lmes, he di.8. not Peel that it 

to the Arab States thnt such p demand should. Se ndc?rcssaa’; 

past history spoke for itself o NeveWiele 8 s 9 he imd. b ten 

instructed by his Govemr-lent to reply to the Cornmissiovl that 

was 

their 

such respect for Holy Plnces and lqeligious edifices WLS entirely 

in the trp.dition of the Arab Governncnts, and that when the 

United. Nations took a decision coqzerninli; the future of Jcrus,ilor. 

Egypt would support that decision, 

The Coraission had’ spoken 3:’ intergntional gunrnntecs of 

the rights and- property of the rlefugeeGo Ia thL?lt connection, 

the Egyptian Governncnt d-i:I:l,n,ndcd- t hat the rights kd property 

of refuQpes should be gunrmteed by Isr;;lel in accordance with 

the provisions of the Declaration of Humn Rights and the 

Convention of Genocid-e, and that the Israeli Government should 

issue n proclnnation concerning the praztection of minorities, 

based upon those two documnts, The EGyptian Governmnt had 

serve ~16 n guide; . a copy of 

to the Conmission, 

prepared a draft proclanntion to 

that docuKient would be furni:;hed 

The CHAI~~N, rcfenring to the Egyptinn representative1 s 
. 

statcnent that the territorial question could- not be settled 

in?kpendcntZy of the refugee probaem, affirmd- that such had 
,’ 

,c~lwnys been the Comnissionf s view@ Thd Cm-mission hoped, 

hOWWlcr, that the reports of the Eaononic Survey jiission vrould 

help to :ridvance the pork on the refugee question; in the meantime 
e 

the Cormission md the delegations could- continue T+orl<ing toward 
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a solutian of t,he ot&r c$estironsb He considered the propOSdS 

i, 

&~,dc by the EQptim representative ,to the Economic SurVeY 

MissZon as aost intereating; the Cdnmlssion had been U~~VJ~PC of 

those pyoposaSs, having as yet received no reports from the 

With re@rd to tht3 HoILy Pla,ces, the CommissLon had hoped 

to be able-to report to the General Asse~bILy on the question at 

the present session0 The CO~X~issi0.n cduld transm$t to the 

Ge~er~,l. Assembly the repl.y just rmde by the Egy~&inn delegation, 

but he hcl.d hoped for a more precjse declnration, He asked 

whether the Arab dclcgations,preferred not to sign the dcc5arati.o 

formulated by tb.:! Cor.mi,ssJ.on, 

As regards the proposed proclnnation conce~rning protection 

of minorj.ties, the Connjs,gion nou&?i. be gled ta study it when 

a copy wns azdc i;2v&Lable D 

WIST@A XY (Egypt) did not wish my misunderstanding to 

exist concerning the attitude of. his Governmnt on ,the question -x 

of protection of the Holy Places0 Such protection had always 

been a traditionnl policy with his Go~ernnent, and. the, off icIn1 

verbaS stntenent he had mzde had been consjdered ~2s sufficJ.ent. 

He ,pointed nut that in his Governmcnt~s view the question ms 

far Less importmt than other prob;terx with+ the competence of 

the CorxgissLon which had not yet been solvedp 

Mr, %KXJKAIRI (Syria) felt that the present discussion 

ralsed ‘an i:~:pox~t-;:1t point v;hich nust be clarified, AS re,$,zrds 

protection of the IIoly’Places, the tradi%ionnl polici rind . 

I ntti.tude of the Arab States wns well known throughout ,t,he world, 

331 hia opinion, the terms of the Genera& Assc,r;l~~y~+s resolution 

of 11 December 1948 did not require c2 formnl decZLnTntlon ns+such; 

the, intention underlying the resolution had been not merely 

;xotection of e’difices, but protectJon of the ‘xQ.ghts of the 

worshippers 0 zt was nennJ.n$less .,to issue declnrations SQ -3g16 as 



e b&G . . 
the places of worship rernnined unptyj the question, therefore, 

7;~ns inextricably linked with the whole refugee problem, He 

i 

interpreted th,e resolution as meanin;~ that, first, the refugee,s 

ralust be allowed to r etum to their homes, rind that, subsequently, 

th;ir freedom of vrorshi-p must be protected; otherwise, protection 

of the Holy Places 3s such would have no signifi’cance, Jf the 

Cdmmission f,aiLed to erxforcc the rightq of the refugees, any 

formal declo~ntions would be f ruitlcss d In any case, however, 

the Arab delegations did not refuse to sign the declaration in 

quest&on; they were rendy 2;o declare their intention to respect 

nnd proteot the Holy Places, without reservation and without 

condi-tion, becauSe they consi@cred such protection their 

traditional fun6tion rind duty, The -Arab dclegntions had no 

criticism to make of the terns of the declaration formulated by 

the Conmission; their pbsition, however, VJQS that they were nox?e 

concerned with concrete solu$ions to ux7gent problems than with 

f armal de clnrntions on pnpero 

MU&XT. PASHA ( HtiVshemite Jordan Kingdom) s&ported the 

stnter.lents of his colleagues; he felt ‘that the Coraission should 

accept the verbal commit cnts just mnde apd,not press the Arab 

deleg.nt$ong further for formal declnrations* 

!.{;‘IT~~ GI-IORRA (Lebanon) also expresso$ his support of the 

statements made by hi,n three colleagues, 

declaration on the question at the moment 

that priority ghould be given to the most 

He felt that i?. formal 

U&S unimportant, and ,.,,I’ 

urgent and basic 

questions, e pgo the refugee problem nnd the internationnlisntion 

of Jerusalem e IHis Governncntl s views on those problems had been 

cLenrJ,y stnted.by Mr, Charles Malik in the General AsseubZy 

(docul:zent A/SR,62E) rind he had been instructed to yequ&st the :’ 

Commission to t&e note ai those vievrs as reported. 

The CHAIRWAN observed- that the Commission would discuss 

in a pri?irnte meeting the obje &ions of the Arab delegntions “to 



&,gning a, fom-nal. deck-aation refg;nrdinz protection of the Holy 
:. 

Places I nnd vJOUld also take,,note, as requested, of the view@ of 

the Ll>b?,nCsc Governnent ns+exprgs&d in the General Assembly, 

The'neeting Yose at 5,45 ~3~~1, -Ls- ., 

i 


