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Dr. Azcarate ? Principal,Secretary 

H.E. Abdel Monem Jlostafa Bey 7 Re;;;sentative of 

H.E. Fawzi Pasha iulki - Representative.of 
the Hashemite Jordan 
Kingdom. '. 

Mr, Edward Ghorra - Representative of I( Lebanon, 
Mr. Ahmad Shoukairi - Representative- of 

Syria 

,” .’ 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Commission was under 
obligation to report to the General Assembly regarding the 

!attitude of the parties in the matter of protection of the '. 
Holy Places outside Jerusalem, and asked whether the"&& 

. delegations had anything to add to their previous statements,' 
MOSTAFA BEY (Egypt) wished first to extend a welcome,$ .I I 

on behalf of himself and his colleagues, to the new United 

1 States representative,on the Commission. He considered the, 

appointment of.?%, Palmer significnnt,both because of his. 
long experience and close connection with the Middle East, 
and because of the .important role which had always been 
played in the development of the Palestine question by,the 

i United States, which, like the Arab States, was deeply 
desirous of seeing peace restored.. If implementation of the 
General Assemblyfs resolution of 11 December,lq@ had. not. r 
yet been achieved, the reason lay in the, intransigeznce of , 
the other party, and he .hoped that the.United States ,.. 
Government would .use its great influe,nce.to,dissolve tha,t 
fntransigcance, When the Ar::%b Statea hqd signed, with. the 
Commission, the P&tocol of 12 Map 1949, their attitude had 
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'been influenced by the statements of United Stntes policy 
towcrd Palestine set forth in an address by Dr, Jessup before 
the First Committee during the third regular session of the 
Genernl Assembly, and :in a telegram from President Truman to .' ,.. 
King kbdullnh of :Trans‘jordan, The Arab States were entitled 

I "Gent lemanls 
to consider those stitements of policy as'a/~greement'~ binding 
upon the United States. The Arnb' Governments were deeply 
disappointed nt the lack of action tnkep on.the refugee ", : 
problem, a problem thnt was becoming more difficult with 
increasing Jewish immigration into Pnlestine;*he recalled also , 
'his stntement before the Commission concerning the annexation 

5 of Jnffa to Tel Ayivj on yhich the Commission hpd as yet 
taken no action, The Israeli policy of the fait accompli --.- 

.required firm action, not eppeasement, by the United Nations; 
he was convinced that the United Stntes h,-,d the means at its 
dispose1 to produce such necessary action, He again. assured 

.thk Commission"of the continued collaboration of the Arab ! 
States, whose attitude would continue to be a reason7?rble one 
as in the paat. 

As regards the question of the Holy Places, lciostafa Bey 
pointed out thnt the Commissionls draft 'declaration combined 
two eli3ments; first,' n request for the maintenance of the 
status quo as regards the Holy Places, end secondly, certnin ., 
references to the provisions of the Commission's draft 
Instrument for Jerusalem. '!?hc Arnb delegation had'no objection 
to the first element, which was in agreement with their own 

.verbnl declaration before the Commission, and they were 
tiilling to furnish a, written declaration along those lines. 

, 
They did, however, object to inclusion of the second element 
in the s&me decln,ret,ion, since the fin?,1 disposition of the 
:?raft Instrument, as well es the arrangements to be made 

for Jeruspleml were still in doubt. 
Mr. PdLMWthsnked the Egyptinn representative for his 

. I 
, cordial words of welcome, It wrs true that the United States 

w?s deeply preoccupied with the Palestine problem, owing 
to its long-stnnding'interest in the Fifddle East end the 
education and social well-being of its people. As regards his 

Government~s influence in the matter, however, he stressed the 

fact' thnt 'he ,yas acting'os the rep&sentativc of one Government '_ :, *! 



Isparticipating in, a. Commission created by.,the United Nations, 

and that each Government represented on that Commission ,wcs 
responsible to' the United Nations. He himself had many 
hoppy'personnzl,associntions $.th the Middle East and with 
Palestine, and he assured the. Arab delegations th,at', ', 

profiting by.the experience of his colleagues, he would,do 
his utmost to help achieve a fair and equitable solut,ion. 
o,f the problem in the. interests of the inhabit,?nts of the 
c!.ye?!! I 

I';Ir, SHOUKAIRI (Syria) joined the..pgypticn representative 
i+:welcoming the,new,~~mericnp,representhtive, whose experience 
,nnd keen mind would be of gre(?t assistnnce to the Comr;ission 

a,: ,ind the delegations. He expressed his satisfaction that;the II 

American delog$tion on: the Commission now had a permanent: 
*, c.hbef, . . . ,' 

With regard to the Holy Places, he supported the ,: 
opinion.of the Egyptian rcprcsentntive that it was essent,i.~?l 

int,hebproscnt case to separate the question of Jerusalem 
frgm thrlt of the Holy.Places outside the Jerusalem (?re,a.- The 

': I. Jerusalem:question wc?s still pending and flight not be settled 
i, for some, time; the settlement of the other, less complicated 

question should nbt b c made, dependent upon it, Moreover ) 
:he pointed, out that ,paragrFph 7 of the resolution of 1.1 

December 1948 gnva the Commission the right tc call upon the 
parties for form?1 declarations only concerning protection 
.of the Holy Places outside Jerus~lem~ The Arnb d,eleg,?tions 

were empowered to make such.,? declsrrtion, ?nd only thrt; 
he hoped that it would be sntisf~ctory to the Conmis~sion~ 

i-is regards th e role'w;hich the United St,qtes could and, 

he felt, shoukcl ilay in the settlement of the Palestine., 

problem, he drew attention to the achievements of ,the United 

States in the F%ddle East in the field of educ!ction and: 
'chnr$.tpble work. It was largely Americcin~teaching which,led 

the Arab Stntos to demand their full; rights,in thetpresent 
situation? While ndmitting that ~11 VIem,ber Govern<ments of the 

United Notions were responsible to the United Nr+tions, he 
,ithought itimpossible to ignore the reality,of the great * 
;influence wielded by the United Strtes in the United Nations. 
To. 2, large :exten%, Israel owed~ its creation and its existence 
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%o'Americnn support; It WEl6 tsrael's duty, however, to p"y 
its debt by showing respect for the resolutions of the 

I 

United N,qtions. The contribution which the United States 
could make in the matter could not‘be'underestimntod,; if 
the United States would use its influence,'to exert pressure 
upon the rebellious party in the disput;eV the problem would 
be. q,uickly solved; 

NULKI PfX3-h (Hnshemite Jordan Kingdom) added his own 
words of welcqme t? the new Americ,ln representctive, whose 
experience r;.nd unders-trnding of the l~Y.iidle East would'be a 
gr%zt asset to the Commission, He was sure that the &b 
delegations hr!d.never been found lacking in cooperation and 
willingness to expross'their views; if they bed occasionally 
' 
taken positions from which they ceuld‘not depart; he was 
confident that the Commission haA understood the situation. 
Helhoped that a ~Succ.essful conclusion of the Commission's 
conciliatory efforts'wculd not now be long de140yedt. 

As regrlrds the Holy Places, he pointed out that the 
Arab delegations had certain definite views concernin, the 
future of Jerusalem, which would be made known at the proper 
time to the com:Jetent orgran of the United Nations. Protection 
bf the Holy Places hnc! always been the policy of the Arab 
Gov&nmcnts. In view:of the fact, however, that the terms 
of the Commission's'draft A~clarntion appeared to make the 
future' of Jerusalem interdependent with that of the Holy 
Plaoes outside the area) the Arab delegations must now request 
that the twr, problemsbe separated, Hc proposed that the 

"i?lrab delegations should submit to the Commission a ge-draft 
of the Commission's declaration, in the' light of the 
statements already made by them, .' 

fdrt CHORKA(Lcbnnon) supported the remarks of his 
colleagues regarding the declaration on the Holy Places; 
he would bewilling to sign the Commission~s.dec,l~rntion if 
rc-<rafted Flong the lines just suggested9 . 

I Mr, Ghorrn expressed his delegation's pleasure rt the 
appointment of Tlr,'Palmer, and ,was conficlent that his 
knowledge of Arab affairs and his sympathetic understanding 
of the people of the Niddle East would help to bring about 
the just settlement sought by all, -He paid tribute to the 
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hy?rk 'of many di.stinguish&c~'A~c&,cnns in the Iiicldie East,, ' :, .' : 
ti,d pnrticulzz-ly in his own country, as a symbol of the,,kc?ppy' .'. 
y&xl1t s schieved through covperation be'tween the Unite& ' 

States and 'the Arab world. 
.i 
>: ..: 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the' Commission, in draft&g the 
I I  ,  .  

' ;dcclaration submitted to the Israeli and Arab delegations,, 
.,I,, 

had cofisid?red that it wrs adhering to the spirit nnd,litter 
of the resolution. j ,! : The Arab delegations were entitled to . 

" tia.ke whntqver reservations they wished, but the Commission 
$o'uld be glad to receive their reply c?t the earliest p&ss$bl,e 

.I :,: 
moment,, fr\r prompt submissitin to the General Assembly. 
':..I 

I In reply'to c? qua$i&i from Mr, SHOUKAJRI (Syria) r'eiarding 

the Conmissinn's intorpretztion of pnr2grpph 7 of t,,he . 1 
;resolution, Mr, de 'BOiSANCER exple$.ned thai Rlthough the 
Commission hpd interpreted that psrc?graph in the'wny which 

' se,emed'to it correct, the Commission could understand, the' 

desire of the Arab delegations not to make 4 &zttler&nt ,of 
the question oflthe Holy Places outside Jerusrlem dependent , 
upon sc;it;tlement of the J'erusqlem question,, In"-!$oee ',, 

I .'. 
circumstances, nlthough the Commission did not wish ,tb .'. 
revise its own c!raft,,, it h,?c:i no objection to the Arab 

deleg~tionsmpressnti~g a new draft, rctsining only such p?rts 

cf the original texc "is th&y could approve, 
MOSTkFA BEY (Egypt) observed that the ATab delegation's 

ha4 already !?repnred such r?. 'tdxt, tihich woul!:!.'?~ submitted 

in the course of the afternnon', 
He then c?skei". whether the CDmrzission hzd tzken r?ny 

action regarding the matter qf Jaffa-Tel Aviv. 
The CEIAIRM:ilN explnine?. that the Commission hzd. not felt 

that it cnuld take any:'action ?n the basis of press reports, 
and hnc! accordingly requested official information from its 1 
re?resantative in Jerusalem* 

MOSTAFj, BEY (Egypt) hal A. comment to make regarding the 

juridical nature of,tho Cnmmissinn, He recalled ,that when 
the Cor?missicn had first come into existence, he hcd 
mcintained. the view that members of the Commission,, being 

engnged in (a2 internation? t~~sk, should not receive 

instructions from, their respective Governments. His opinion, 

however, wqs'pot share&.:':' by the Principal $ecret~ry* He 
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therefore, considered h&clf jti$tifi.ed in calling attention 

to the paramount importance of the influence of the United 
St&s, which was 'a f,?ct which must he'recogniz&t and in 
asking why the Jews hcd not been forced: to .adhere to the 
terms of the resclution. 

The CHKUUUN, while agreeing that United States influence 
wns an unquestionnble reality, re-affirmed the f;lct that the 
Commissiofi was z U&ted Nr:tions body composed of three 
Governments, and must work under the Germs of the resolution 
which had created it and conferred upon it it@ powers, The 
Cqlrimission had no power to enforce, the return of the refugees, 

but only to-make recommendations, It had pursued its task 
to the best of its ability, and would continue to do so 
during the pew phase, tha% 08 moi-!iation. 

Wrl DE BOXSANGER aX!uc? that the Commission WCS clerrly 
defined in the resolution, as qomposed of three States 
Members of the Unitec! Nations;~ their reprcsentntives could 
not act in their own capacity. Action wr,+ tnken by the 
Governments, not in their own n;lme? but in the name of the 1 
United Nations and in the interests'of the international 

community, 
MOSTRFA BEY (Egypt) affirmed 

existed as regnrds the nature ;ind. 
Commission. 

The meeting rose et & p,m: 4 
y-7-M 

that no misunderstnnding 
ob&igntions of the 


