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OPENING OF THE CONFEBENCE ., 

Statement 123i_..thc Chairman of the Commission 

The CH4XMAN made the following opening statement: 

"4s the Chairman of the Palestine Conciliation Commission, during 
the Commission~s initial meetings here with you, it is my privilege, 
and it is A pleasure for me, to welcome you on behalf *f the Commission 
as participants in this Paris conference. 

W'e find in the acceptance of our invitations to this conference, 
by the Governments of the five neighbour States to which the invitations 
were addressed, encouragement for our b,eli.ef that those who entered 
into the krmistide Agreements have an earnest desire'to promnte the 
return of permanent,'peace in Palestine., . . 

Those engagements, entered into almost three years ago, had a two- 
fold purpose: to put an end to bitter warfare 2nd to pave theway for a 
transition to a lasting peace in a land sacred to three of theworld's 
great religions. 

The first purpose has been achieved; the'warfare between the 
neighbour States has been stopped. But there has been little progress 
toward the achievement of the second purpose - that is, the working out 
of a peaceful settlement of the problems dividing these neighbour States. 

The objective of this conference, in which we hope to c-ontitie to 
find encouragement from your participation, is to seek, through 
mediation,, solutions to these problems which, as we see them, can be 
broadly grouped into two categories: (a) problems mainly sffecting the 
rights and status of individuals, and (b) problems mainly affecting 
the rights, obligations and relations of States. - .:. -s.. -. ,. 

The first group includes such questipns as the repatriation, 
compensation and. resettlement of refugees; claims for indemnification 
for damages resulting from hostilities;' and disposition 'of blocked 
accnunts, 

Among the specific problems in the secqnd grnup are: delineation 
of boundary and demarcation lines; demilitariied zones and no~manls 
lands; arrangements fcr free-port facilities; water, fishing and 
navigation rights; communications and telecommunicatiqns; and such 
problems asnarcotics, contraband and health'cbntrbl'; *" ' .." . . . 

., " 
c, '. 
Many of these problems hnvo been the subject of discussions between 

the Commission and the parties'during the past three years, In a sense, 
these*discussions have been useful. They have made abundantly clear the 
views, aspirations and ideas of the ;x,rti.es to the dispute. But the . 
time has now come to make constructive use of this clarification of views, 
aspirations and ideas, That is the task the Cxmxissioon has undertaken 
by assuming its mediatory functions at this coaferencc and by offering 
to submit concrete proposals for consideration by the parties. 
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In drafting the proposals to,be submitted to you, the Commission has 
been guided by two considerations: fairness end realism, 'We have tried to 
take.into consideration all the visws expressed during the past three years 
by the parties to the dispute, as well as the political, social and economic 
realit,ies observed by us. We have come to,tha conclusion that the Palestine 
problem must be considercd'in its entirety, and that its solution must be 
sought in a fair and realistic spirit of give-and-take. 

In considering the Palestine problem in its entirety, we are following 
the guidance given to us by the General Assembly, The dssembly resolution 
under which our Commission operates - and under which you are co-operating 
with us - emphasizes the general character of the Palestine problem, In 
drafting our mediatory proposals,'for discussion in this conference, we have 
had to keep in mind that the General Assembly has instructed us to assist 
the governments and authorities concerned to achieve a final settlement of 
all questions'outstanding between them, I feel certain that in consitiering " 
our proposals, you will keep in mind that the Assembly, in the scme resolution, 
has called upon the parties to the dispute to seek agreement by negotiations 
with a' view to the final settlement of all autstanding questions. It is 
tinpossible to miss the meaning of this call and the clear emphasis of the 
resolution on the interdependence of the various elements of the Palestine 
problem, 

Experience has shown that concentration on one or the other isolated 
paragraph of the resolution out of context has not helpad in the promotion 
of peace in Palestine, All the elements are necessary, but they are useful 
only if linked together according to an overall plan, 'For example; the 
resolution instructs us to'fscilitate the,ropatriation,,resettlement and 
rehabilitation of refugees, and we did not forget that instruction when 
we drafted our proposals for this conference, Nor did we forget the 
instruction given us in the ssame resolution, to seek agreementsbetwean*the 
governments which will facilitate the economic development of the area, 
including arrangements for free acce33 to ports and airfields and the use 
of transportation and.communication facilities, On the one hand, a.sound 
economic development is imnossible in an area with hundreds of thousands 
of homeless people uncertain of the future and their standing in society, 
On the other hand, refugees - and non-refugees for that matter - cannot 
be settled securely anywhere in an area badly lacking economic development. 

, 
Surely, the inter-relation of all the aspects of the problem is too 

obvious to be overlooked. The Conciliation Coxtission has not 'overlooked 
it in weighing the mediatory proposals to be placed before you at this 
conference. In clrafting these proposals, we have considered that any 
solution of the refugee question will involve im~portant cornrnitrnonts by 
Israeli But we have also considered that Israel cannot be expected to 
make such commitments unless, at the same time, she receives reasonable 
assurances from her neighbours as to her national and economic security, 

The solution of the refugee problem proposed by the Commission 
envisages the repatriation and integration of some of the refugees in Israel 
and the resettlement of others in Arab countries, 

Such underthings will 'necessitate the creation of additional land 
by means of development and irrigation and agreements<between the parties 
on the use of water resources, These agreements will, in turn; involve 
revisions or extensions in scope of existing Armistice Agreements, as well 
as appropriate economic arrangements, 
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'. No,constructive progress towards a solution of your problems is 
po'ssihls unless all the pirtics to the dispute, at the outset of our 
discussions here, express their determination to respect each other's 
right to security and freedom from attack, to refrain from warlike or 
hostile acts against one another, 
peace in Palestine, 

and to ;2romote the return of permanent 

These are the considerations which have inspired the c,omgrehensive 
proposals which the Commission will place before you as the pattern for 
this conference, 

and I 
At this time ,of, our initial meeting here with you, my collee~ucs 

have endeavoured to help you to'understand the general pattern of 
proposals.which we desire to'submit to you for consideration after you 
have had an opportunity at our next meeting'to respond to this statement, 

. - We believe that you will understand our feeling that the measure of the 
helpfulness of our proposals will he found not only in the extent to which 
they offer opportunities for progressive action but also in the, extent to 
which tie can all work together to make the most of these opportunities,, 

. 
It is now almost three years since the General Assml~ly formulated 

a United Nations policy for the settlement of the problems arising out of 
the Talcstine conflict, Notwithstanding successive efforts to find a way 
to such,a settlement, ,we have,as yet made no progress that to the casual 

4' observer is in any way apparent. Without attempting to determine where 
the primary re,spdnsibility for that failure may be, we all here must now 
recognizo that we share the responsibility for coming to grips with these 
problems in a new spirit of determination, realism and honesty, No one of 
us cnn'fail to ho& that the problems with which we are dealing till be 
solved, or fail to wish to make his distinct contribution to their solution, 
It is easy enough to look at the record of the :a& three years and remain 
sceptical, What is needed now from all of us is extra determination, extra 
faith, extra goodwill. Too much depends on'the outcome of our efforts'here 
for any of us to indulge-in second thoughts;flaggin~ determination or lack 
of.fnith in our ability to arrive at a just.solution. The Conciliation 

' Commission is ready and determined to do its part. In'dning its part, it 
counts, on your understanding &nd"co-operation in fullest 'measure,.11 

H.E, ABDEL MONEM MOSTAFli BEY (Egypt) thanked the Chairman for his words . 

of welcome to the representatives of the Arab Governments, The statement he had 
, 

just made merited careful consideration as it contained several points which called " 

for comment, He reserved the.right to explain his delegation's attitude to the 

statement later, 
,' 

He was glad that the Commission wa s at last cblti to c?ng:az,e in nodiation. He 
I 

recalled that at Lausanne the Arab Governments, on the Commissionls invitation, had 

presented prol~osels based on the Lausanne Protocol of 12 May 1949; Israel had also 
.., 

presented proposals; the"Cormlission 'had considered that the latter wont too far; 
L 

. 
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i 
; the Arab delegations had then asked the Commission to jpresent counter-proposals, 
L . _. 

That was the stage at tihich the question had remained until the Commission had 

planned the present conference, He approved of the CommissionIs mediatory function 

but stated that it should be based on certain principles set forth in the 

General dsscml~ly resolutions, It was heartening to note that the Corivnission had 

prepared proposals which it intended to present in a spirit of fairness and 
, 

realism. I-Iowever, he could not yet pronounce an opinion as to the realism of 

the proposals; if realismmeant sanction of a fait accomnli and a violation of 

rights, it could not be accepted, He assured the Commission that he would 

cooperate fully with it in seeking a fair and lasting solution of the Palestine 

question, 

H,E, FAJZI PASHh MULKI (Hashemite Jordan Kingdom) associated himself 

with the representative of Egypt and reiterated the latter's thsnks to the 
~ . - . 

Commission, His delegation had always evidenced a spirit of cooperation in 

seeking a solution of the outstanding problems, The Arab Governments had always 

wished to see the Commission play the r61e of mediator instoad of merely serving 
I 

as a llletter-boxl', The Jordan Government assumed that the mediation would be 

carried out within the frcamework of the General Assembly resolutions, Fawai Pashn 

Mulki stated that the Chairman's opening speech merited careful study, He admired 

the Commission's perseverance throughout the past years and hoped that the present 

conference would be more fruitful than the preceding 'ones. 

H,E, N-NED BEY DAOUK (Lebanon) joined with the representative of Egypt ., ., . ,. . 3 I 

in thanking the Commission for its welcome Lmd endorsed that dclegatels 
, 

preliminary remarks, expressing the hope that they would be taken into account, 

so that, by close cooperation in the task, a fair and lasting solution of the 

question could be reached, 

Mr. kI%ED SHLJKAIRI (Syria) supported the remarks bf the representatives 

of Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon. He felt it his duty briefly to explain his reaction 

/ to the 



to the Chairmnn~s stntement,~which contained certain elements alien to the 'I 

resolution of the 194.8 General Assembly establishing'the ComrAission(s terns of 

reference, Ho reserved the right to refer to this aspect of the matter later 

and to explain his delegation's point of view in greater detail, 
, 

The CHAIRMAN, on behalf of the Comr&sion, thanked the delegations 

of the Arab Govornments for their cordial reception of his opening statement. 

The members of the Commission had heard with great interest the preliminary 

remarks of the four delegations rind would await a mom ldetailecl explanation of 

their attitudes at the next meeting between' the Commission and the Arab 

delegations, 

He proposed that the next meeting be held in the morning of Monday, 

17 September, 

It was so decided, 

H.E, ABDEL MONEM MOST/&FA BEY (Egypt) pointed out that the term 

llconferencell was used for the nresent session of the Commission and questioned 

the necessity of the innovation, as it was in fact sin~ply a continuation of the 

Cornmission~s',meetings. 

The CHAI~N pointed out that the word was written without an initial 
,. ; 
capital and consequently did not indicate a special event; Itwas usod in tho 

proper sense of the term and meant simply a l'mcetingl~. " P 
. 

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m. 

_ . . ._ I  


