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w ..,  SUMMARY RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN
. THE CONCILIATION COMMISSION AND =
H,M. KING. ABDULLAH OF TRANSJORDAN AND
HIS EXCELLENCY TEWFIK PASHA, PRIME
" MINISTER OF TRANSJORDAN =

held at King Abdullah‘s Palace in Chouleh
on 20 February 1949 R

‘Present: H,M, King Abdullah

HJE, Tewfik Pasha - ~ Prime Minister bf‘Transtrdaﬁ‘*‘
Mp,. Yalchin (Turkey) - Chairmen
 Mr, de Boisanger (France)
Mr, Ethridge (U.S.AL)
. Mr, Azcarate . - Principal Secretary , \ ,

Speaking in general‘terms, the KING and hls PRIME MINISTER stressed'the
necessity of leading the Jews back to a spirit of moderatlon, they should not
be allowed to‘belleve that the Arabs appeared at these’ negotlatlons as
. vanqulshed people‘ They empha51zed on the other hand that peace ‘Was necessary
to all and that peace 1n Palestlne was closely 11nked to the general pedce,”
Although at the beglnnlng of the conversatlon the Prlme Minister ma1nta1ned
that the-idea of convenlng a preparatory conferenco of the Arab States was nob
acceptable because the only result would bo a loss of tmne, at a later stage
the King and the Prime Minister agreed to partlclpate in such a meetlng,‘lt'
béing'clearly understood thatbif thé assembly of Araﬁvﬁtatesbcould not be
brought to enter into peace negotiation§ with Israel, the Government of
Transjordan would immediateb'ﬁﬁdefﬁakc negotiations for a sépardte peace. In
a private conversation with Mr, de Boisangér, thé Prine Minister strongly |
>insi$tedvthat'this preparatory conference of the Arab States be held in‘Beirut,
| On the subjécf of:refugees,kthe-Priﬁe Ministervexplained, in @stér‘to a
question By’Mr. Eﬁhridge,'that.in the‘fiyst plaoé the'righ@jof the‘fefﬁgeeséto
"retﬁrn tO’bheir'hbmes should be récbgnized‘and,guarantced, }If‘the Government of
Israel were to refuse to permit them to rgturn, thé_Government of Transjordan was

- /prepared. .



prepared to facilitate their permanent settlement either in Transjordan or .
" "", \
”T"ln the Arab part of Palestine, ThlS would raise the question on the one hand

ﬁu?hat a law tmd been
‘the right to apply for

Trans jérdanian citizenshipmsﬁd”to o port. The mumber of applications

was very high and'in the Prlme Mlnlster's opln1on this' fact made it possible to

assert that at least in terrltory occupled by the forces of Iragq and Trans-—
Jordan, the solutlon of the refugee problem was beblnﬂlng to take:shape,
The Prlme Mlnlster expressed the hope that in one or two months approximately

80% of the refugees would be in TranSJorden, whlch was the‘country-that of fered

them the greatest” facilities f or- the exercise of thelr tradee and prof6551ons.
In the Prime Minister's opiniog*“ouly thoge refugees who had left immovable

property 1n Lerrltory occupled by'the Jews would wish t017eturn. These would
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‘ not be more than 8 or lO% of the total number.

With regard to Jerusalem, the Klng deolared categorlcelly that 1ts
retentlon by the Arabs was an absolute neces51ty. He added that Jerusalem
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under Jew1sh domlnation was a dagger p01nted agalnst the heart of Transjordan.
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,‘The mllitary evacuation. of Jerusalem would prosent grave dangers. The Arabs

o IR

'Lshouldre-mxynrdxheArab quarters oft}uaNew Clty and in any case should have
bcontrol of the rallway statlon of Mount Zlon, He steted that hc assumed loat the
ool o : T P
reference of the Ehalrmen to a pOSSlblL solutlon oon51st1ng'of1a klnd of “
"suzeraiuty" of ﬁhe Unltcd Natlons w1th'two mandatos to the jéwa and the Arabs
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for thelr respaotive zones, had 81mply b€en made in order to give an example
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¥ 11he l“r:n.me Mlnlster declared that no OfflClal eontacts with the Jews had

-.taken place. Ind1v1duals hdd‘beenerble torueesﬂand dlsouse oueselons of oommon

_1nterest _ , e‘i . ) l: H“;_“l ,: *""i“““““‘ i B
o .The Prlme Mlnlster deelared nne;ulrocallj'tﬁet tue Isrdel1~ Transjordeu
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: ncgotlatlons at Rhodes would be of an exclusxvely mllmtary rqture. He added that
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TranSJordan was very 1nterested in its conversatlon w1th the Commlss1on.
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