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Present: H E. Kaled El Azem ~ Prime Minister and Minister
D for Foreign Affairs of Syria
‘ Mr Ethrldge (U.5.4,) = Chairman
THEC de Boisdnger (France)
Mr, Yalchin (Turkey)
Mp, Azdaratfe” - Principal Secrehary,

i ff 7

BRI L

Lol e I ‘ i e e
In reply to a request by the Chairman of the Commission for a statement

ef the Syrlan Government's p051t10n on all points of the General Assembly‘s‘

' resolutlon_of]l December 19A8, uhe PRIME MIVISTER gstated the follow1ng.

With regard tO‘the general questlon of a settlement of the Palestlne

“Problem,he could not see why the Arabs'were belng asked to propose a

_L ol

solution unless 1t was that they“were expeoted in so d01ng to recognize the

fact of the ex1stence of the Jew1sh State whlch had been created agalnet every
e N -

law of Justlce. The Syrlan Government did not accept thls iact.: If the Arabs

werefD}XOnase a solutlon acceptable to thc othrr 51de, what 9uarantees vmuld

l"'

there be of the good falth of the Jews? Thelr actlons untll the present

[

_moment had been.based on force, acqulred w1th the help of certain deerSJﬁfSpliEOL

'the arms embargo. The Jews had v1olated the truce repeatedtv. Thcv had

Farpre

convened the Constltuent Assembly in Jerusalem, had proclalmbd the Jewish
S

'Republlc and had . nomlnated a Pre51dent A]l theee actlone had been underteken

in spite of the expreseed”ﬁlshee of tha Unlted thlone.‘w‘ a

The Prlme Nlnlster elu01datcd th1" by cclcterg'cct‘thet'thewArabs weré
bergg asked to recogclze‘a de iggté;eltuatlon. Phle 51tuatlon, hOWCVbT, had
been contlnuously chang;ng.durlng the East‘montha end a8 llkcly to change

again in the future, What proof was there that the dr facto s1tuatlon Wthh
[ SIS L L o R .
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the Arabs had been asked to recognigse- today. would not change. tomorrow° The
Syrian'qoﬁennnent had accepted the truce and would continue to abide by it
Jerenfiﬁouéniiflmight not sign an armistioe, When the Commission had assured

itself that the other side would also respect the truce, lt could study the

situation in its finaliSed form and pr sfproposals to the General

Assembly. « ST |

The CHAIRMAN and Mr, e -BOISANGER pointed out that the Commission was
not required to submlt propoeele to the General Assembly on other matters
except Jerusalem and the refugees. Ae far as all other dlfferences Wthh were
still outstanding between the parties to the conflict were concerned 1t was the
Commission's duty £ brlng the parties together as well a8 to eubmit perlodlc
progress reports to the General Assembly, To this end it was necessary that
the:parties concerned should open tneir minds‘to,the Commission on .all these
points, | ; d .

With regard to Jerusalem, thc FRIVE NINISTER 1nformed the Commlss1on that
the Syrian Government had protested thet very day to the representetlvas of
the Great Powers egalnst the sessmone of tho Jew1sh bonstltaent Assembly in
Jerusalem and the intention of the Jews to make Jerusalem the capital ‘of thelr
‘S}ta;te. N N : sl L ',I'.’ :

The Prlme Mlnlster presented the above comnlalnt to the Con0111atlon

Commission and. aeked that it should take note of 1t He expresscd the oplnlon
W : Sy

that lnternationallaatlon of Jerusalem.could not be reallsed Such attempte
- ha@ failed in the pest and the area in questlon could not be defended by a o
51mple declaratlon of the Unlted Natlons. He doubted whether the Great Powers
would -be: prepared to dlspatch permanent forces for the protc tion of Jerusalem.
In-his .opinion, Jerusalem ought to be retalned by the Arabe in ordcr to act as

3, llnk between the varlous Arab terrltorles. Jeruselem had been well qnd
§ SR A
justly. governed by the Moelems in the past. ,

The CHAIRMAN remlnded the Prlme M-J.nlster that the Comm1551on had

received a. speoiflc mandate for Lhe 1nternat10nells;tlon of Jerusalem. The

B “ .,(4_,,_:.4 "
,Commlseion had rcacted'very rapldly to the p0551b111ty of belng preeented with

“‘,,

- a-fait accompli by the Jews, and had stated 1te poertlon tc Mr. ohortok in

/unequivocal.f

i
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unequlvocal terms. The Commission's attltude towards the question of

Jerusalem was thet set down by the Gentral Assembly's rtsolutlon. HOWetef; .

| the Commiesion w1shed to have the advlce of all interested parties on the hest

{4
method of 1nternet10nellalng the Jerusalem ares and maklng it eoonomlcally

Cary i ,,_“

v1eble.

- Wlth regard to the refugee queetlon, the PRIME MINISTER elso reglstered
a protest w1th the Commlselon against the oustlng of ‘the autochtonous f
popnletnon by’ an allen element The refugeo questlon would heve ‘to take
prlorlty over all other questione concernlng Peltstlne. This broblem could be
eolVed ln advance and before the flnel eolution of the‘éeneral problem had been
found Thls had been the case w1th the problem of Jewish 1mm1gratlon 1n the
past.‘ The Prlme Mlnlster requlred the Comm1331on to proceed 1mmed1ately with
the 1mnlementatlon of peragraph 11 of the General Aeeombly's ‘resolution of 11

December 1948, and to see to it that those refugees who did not wieh to'retnrn

to their homes should receive indemnities without delay, He re-affirmed the

fact that the Arab States had entered Palestine for the sole punpose of

proteoting the Arab population in Palestire endkhed sought no territorial
eggrandiiements. Their intention had been to give theeAreb‘population_of.
Pelestlne the opportunity to express their desires, This purpose was still |
valid and the Commission would do well to consult'tho Arabs: of Palestlne, both
in and out of Palestine, 'in order to reach an understanding of the}r.w1shesr
The war was & war between the Arabs of Palestine and the Jews, The Arab‘;
GOVernments would acdept an equitable and impertial 'decieion of the Genenal

Assembly on this matter, The'Syrien Government would do all within its power

' to:facllitete the tagk of the Commission.

The CHAIRMAN assured the Prime Mlnlster thet the Commission was fully
aware of the urgency of the refugee problem, not only from the humanlterlano
point of view but aleo from the ﬁoliticei one created by the unrest that thé,
mieery of the refugees wae,bound'to}produce. He informed'the'Prime Minister
that the Commission had already consulted Mr, Gniffis,‘Dinector of;United
ﬁations Relief for Pelestine Refugees, on the humaniterian aepect of tne?
probiem, It had also asked for an enpert to eeeiet in the etudy»of rem-

. /repatriotion..,
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patristion, 'resettlement ‘and economic rehabilitation of the refugees.
THE'Cbmﬁiséi&ﬂ'félt”‘HdweVéf,=that_the problem could not be isolated from.

the general ‘§ettlenent -To send the refugees\back under theipr@aent‘unstable
conditions would be against thelr interests and politically dangerous., For

the Arabs to maké the solution of the refégec problem a condition sine qua non
of the initiation of discussion of other ‘aspects of the problem would invoivé
great deiay and exacerbate the situation. The Commission was prepared to place
the refugee quéstion first’ bh its agenda.

In reply to a ‘questioh’ by the Chairman. rspardlng the Syrian. Government!s
willlngness.to attend a conference of Arab States,. for the‘pqr90ue of‘d¢apqgs;ng
the ‘practical solutiod of the réfugee problem, the PRIME MINLSTER replied
that thé”éﬁrian Government would be prepafed to attend sueh & meeting in an ..

Arab cépital;' » LT : . . ‘“t‘




