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SUMMARY RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN'THE CONCILIATION
COMMISSION AND HIS.EXCELLENCY MR. MOSHE SHERTOK
' FOREIGN MINISTER OF ISRaEL,
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Présent: H.E.JMr.”Mﬁsﬁe Shertok - " = Foreign Minister of Israel .
Mr. ﬁthridgé”3 - (U.S.s.) - Chairman
SH Mr, de Boisanger (France) '
‘ Mr, Yalchin ~ (Turkey) - Cpn
+Mr. Azcarate = - Principal Secretary
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After eXplalnlng the general nature of the Gommlséion's task them
CHAIRMAN raised the question of the refugees. ~ The Arab Governments, he
said, were unwilling to discuss other problems untll that one had been :
settled satisfactorily; - - He expressed the earnest w1sh of tne Comm1531on to
see the Government of Israel maintain an openzm}nd O?¢§h? guestlon,lasva“
first step toward the establishment of peace . I " -

The FOREIGN MINISTER informed the Commission thaﬁitﬁggféédiness of His
Goverfment ‘o readmit a certain number of«refugaes,wqqld gepénd‘oﬁ thé nature
of the peace settlement and could not be determined in édvance.v Hel?oihtéd
’ ﬁuﬁ éhaé tﬁéWStaté of Israel hiad changed-its line of development as a result
bz‘giafe ﬁhan'lf a compact Arab mlnority had remalned._;-ThezForelgn Minister

:declared that hlS Government cduld not--abdeptithe abstract principle, of the
Mright of individuals to return to their homes if they wished to do so,
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although it wés prepared to iccept the proprietary rights of the refugees,
The problem, he malntalned could'only be solved collectively. If Israel
LAt

4go@uld feel conV1nced that the Arabs were genulnely w1111ng to live in peace,

it might be prepared to make conce551ons; but as_long as that remained an

unknown fmctor Israel could not commlt 1tse1f

The CHATRN ndErstosd e velictanos of Torael o ocmmit iteelt bus
pointed out that an;acéapﬁ&nﬁaain“principle.Ofmthqwright of the refugees to
return would be moét helpful. The solution of the problem of ﬁhe refugees,l
he said] might well Be thé key to-the whole of the riegotiations for peace.

The Chairman obserVed that the Arab Governments had- shown a genuine
desire for peace and that thelr apprehen81ons wlth regard to the 1ntentlons
of Israel seemed greater than those of lIsrael. towards the Arabs. lhe‘Chalr—
man felt that an initial display of magnanimity on the part of Israel with
regard to the refugees would establish a sound basis for negotlatlon.

The FOREIGN MINISTER replled that only by dlroct contact could such
fears be dlSSlpated | At Rhodes, for example, the Israell dolegatlon had
conv1nced‘tho Egyptlans not only of Israel's sincers d651ro for peace and
stablllty but also of 1ts lick of any dggre551vo 1ntent1ons cowards Egypt
Such oersonal direct contact had had the effoct of dlspelllng aD)th’nalon
and fear and had paved the way for pedCe negot1 tlons It vas thn sincere
§w1sh of the Foreign Minlster that such a moetln& should take plaoe if the
}Afoos genulnely de31red peace and 1f they were w1111ng to treat with the
:GoQthﬁent of‘iSfiel'oﬁ 3 basis bf‘GQUality."’7If;”on*thé“othér’hahd, the Arabs
H1d not, whnt veace, 14 would be ‘impossible to speak of repatriation of the
I'e"fwo,.{‘sge‘es.'7'j ;

* ‘The CHATRMAN sid that “the refugess had becomofan'internaﬁ problem for
thé Arabjcounﬁfieéféhd~aosoufcé’of*poﬁiﬁicél unresti i Hé' explained ‘that the'
Commiasion was conéidering'édilingfa'ﬁee%ihg of:the Arab roountries to formulat.
a plan fior “the solution of the refugee problem, in the hope‘of breaking the

[oxisting -



b

-3 -

existing deadlock. If theﬂGovernment of Israel would be ready to méke a
gesture accepting in principle the right of the refugees to return tovtheir
homes, it would greatly facilitate such a meeting.

The FOREIGN MINISTER reveated that his Covernment was not prepared to

proclaim formal acceptance of the principle of return of the refugees. He

" wondered whether by formulating at this stage a concrete view concerning

the refugees, Israel would actually be helping the peace. He felt that the
main factor in a solution of the problem would be resettlement of the
refﬁgeés elsewhere, and répeéted that the proportion of those who would be

permitted to return would depend on the nature of the peace.

With regard to the proposed Arab conference, the Foreign Minister drew

attentlon to the danger that the Arabs might take a strong line from which

thev would flnd it difficult %o w1thdraw The Foreign Minister said that
he, on hls part, would prefer to submit a practical plan to the individual

AraB Goverhments.

With regard to Jerusalem, the CHAIRMAN informed the Foreign Minister
of the Committee which had been established by the Commission to deal with
the question, and exoressed the hopo that Israsl would submit its full views
on the matter or would appoint someone to collaborate with the Committee, .

The FOREIGN MINISTER agreéd to comply with this request and promised
to inform the Commission within the next week of hi; Government's decisibn
with ;egard to the poésibility of its making a concilistory statement on the

question of the right of the refugees to return to their homes,
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