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The PRIME MINISTER welcomed the Corn@ssion and expressed his 

'appreciation of its visit to Jericho. He said he hoped the Commission would 
a,<,. 

be of great assistance in aolving the FUestine problem. He was ready to .< '; 
express the views of his,Government on any points and to answer any questions .,. 

which the Commission might wish to discuss, 

Mr, de BOXSANGER thanked thc ,Frime Minister for his expression'of welcome 
/I 

and .pointe@ oüt that the Commission intended within a short 'cime to"go to . . 4 .;L' 

Amman for, an officia1 discussion with King kbdullah, 'The Commission had felt, 

however, that it woüld be usefuI at the very outset to meet with the Prime 

Minister info~lly and,establish in that way a direct contact with the 
. ", 

Transjordaniaq Government, . 
Mr, de J3oisangersai.d that the task given to the Corr&s&ion by the 

',, 
General- Assembly was very broad in stop snd directed at thi: &neral objective 

. . . 
of bringin vace to,this pctrt ofthe wcrld. The Commission " ;~lld lika to heati 

the opinions of the Trime Ministsr on how he thought'this 
.., 

tasi might be <. 1 .' 
accomplished, In addition, the Commission would like to'discuss' several 
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specific oroblems which wer e included in its mandite, such s.s the Holy F-Laces, 

Jerusalem, economic nroblems ,znd the refugee question. 

The PRIiYE MINUTER replied that the Government of Trsnsjordan h& always 
. 

been very eager to have'~peace. 'This had.always beeri'the aim s&e .Trans- ,_ .-.. ._ .."...: ..,. 1. _. 

jordan had gained its.indepndence twenty~seven ye&r's ,s,~O. "The Government of 

Transjordan wished to see peace re-established as SOon as possible. 

With res-ect to'.Jerusalem, the Frime Minister said he thought that the 

Jews would try to keep in their hands:the territory occupie(! by them. Since 

the days of Omar, the Prime Minister racalled, th< Holy ?laces ha! becn under 

the control of the Moslems. The conduct of this trust, he said;Phad ;>roved 

through a11 the aaes a satisfactory way of safeguirding the interests of a11 

the interested religions, He said his Government clesired to keep the res- ., '3 
: ,' 

pons~ibility,f~or protection of the Holy Places. If the Jews insisted on 

retaining the territory they had now occupied, Transjardan would wish to'retako 

, certain areaswhich h,ad bean taken by the Jews without fighting 'prier to 

" l.!+ May 2948, before there was any army to oppose them. The interest of the 

Transjordanian Government in the protection of the Holy'ilaces extended, the 

Prime Minister said, to other Holy Places in Palestine. His Government 
,,.. 

wo&d be prepred to guarantee full freedom of access and protection of a11 . 
,.'. 

sects &t a11 times and to give the necess:ary guarantees to a11 interested 
:, . ..' < '. 

Governtients in this regard. .; ,, . 

Concérning the refugee problem, the Prime Mïnister said he wished it 
. : !. 

were possible for every refugee at present in Transjordan and Arab Palestine 
. .,,. : , 

tq go back to: his own property in Palestine,, The Government of Transjordan ,. t. ,. '. ,<, 
also mnted the refugees now in Sgiria, and the Lebsnon to return to lsraeli . ,:.y. ; 

territory if they had property there,. Those refugees who'hid no"bro@rty 
! 

: Pj 

in Palestine, however, could settle .either in Arab Palestine or in Trans- . ., ,',! 
jordan itseif. 

. 
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-If ,%he 'Jews should refuse to accept the return of any refugees, indemnities i 
~ * 

would ,have to be pid. : The Government of Transjordan, $he Prime Minister said, 

would'tielcome the iesettlement of these refugees either in Transjordan or in 

Arab Palestine; ': He said the Government of Transjordnn was inclined to the view 

"chat indem.nities'.should notbe paid direct to individuals, because in many cases 

the funds would belmisspent. ,It would be wiser, he said, if indemnities were 

negotiated and decided between Govarnments. The Government of Transjordnn was 

'raady to'take over,the problem and undertake to resettle the refugees by 
. . 

providing them with land at, nominal pr,ices. In this way, he felt, it would be ,' 

possible forthem to be absorhad brick into a normal social life, in an orderly . . 

way and avoid persona1 catastrophe for many individuels, In this connection he 

emphasized that the Covernmént of Transjordan might need a loan from the outside 

to suppiment the total.of indemnîties, which might not be adequate to caver 

the cost of the resettlement program; 

0 Following the general statement of the Prime Minister, MI?. de.BOISNGER 

said he would like 'to return to a dis&xsion of the general. subject of 

re-establishing ,peace. He said he was gratified by the, Prime-pnister's 

assurance that Transjordan ,desireS pgacs and that this was also the,goal of 

the Commission, It would be the hope of th, P Commissi&-;:'he said,,to invite 
. 

the Governments of the Arab countries and Israel to a general pea&conferenca, 

and he asked whether the Commission might Count on the TransjoTdanian Govern- 

mentis support in this undertsking. I' "' 'I 

::,,, 
Mr, ETHRIDGE pointed out that the Jews might prefer to 'ente; ,intu' ' 

:: 
separate peace conferences with each of the Arab States. He ,enquired whether 

Transjordan had any views with resmct to this possibility.' ' ' ,' 
: ., 

The PRIME; MINISTER replied that he thought the point'of view of tho 
., ., " ; ., 

Jews in this respect was correct. .' , : 
He felt that separate pe'&é“ $onferences, 

! ,, ', , /, 
would be more profitable. 

<.,; . \ 
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: ,. Mr,, .YALCHSN asked the Prime Minister whether the 'Government of Trans- , ! ', '< 
jordan w0ul.d be in a position, acting through the Commission, to conclude a .). ,' + ' 
.sep.+rate peace with Israel (or enter into a separate peice conference), even :. . ,,, 
thoqgh pne or more Arab Governments might abject, and if the Conciliation' 

Commission could ba in a position to fulfill the requirsments'of the ; ;., ; <. 

Transjordanian Government, would the Government undertake such peace . 

negotiations. 

- The ,PRIMX MINISTER replied th:it Transjordan had always attempted' to 

proceed on the hasis of a practical policy. His Goveznment, he said, was 

ready without refesence to any other Arab State or influence of any Arab 

State, to act freely and individually in any way it thought most practical 

and acceptable, 
..,, 

Mr. YALCHIN said he was very gratified to hear this point of,view. 

Mr. de BOISANGER said it was difficult to see how a11 questions could 

be solved by separate conferences, There were certain cormnon questions to 

be solved, he paintéd'outi, such as'the question of'refugees, and economic 
" 

mattess, He said he wondarad if it were possible for practical r+sonsto 

envisage, in addition to separAte talks on spocific rm~tters, a.com~aon 
., 

meeting'of a11 the parties on matters of general concxn. ,"',' 

The PRIME MINISTER re,plied that it would be difficult, in his opinion, 

$0' bave general, collective.peace talks,, 

With respect to the question of refugses, he sz+id that Transjordan was 

giving help"%o 'a11 refugees to come.andsett,leV in Trdnsjordan ,or the iirab 
',.,/, " " .I 

, parts ,of &lestine and,that the GoveMlmentg,of ,ths countriss in which they ., ,' . . 

were did not objectzto.this, since they wjre,not prepar$d themselves tc ,. ., .' < _ 

keep tliem, Thus; he: said,-a,so,lution of the refugee problem nee,d not 
.,i'. 

affect the'interests of any other State. The refugees, he said, did not : ,,. .I.. <,.'< 

want to' stay where 'they were, outside of Transjordan and ,Palestine, and the ,/<, ,i ,.,. 

other Governments did not went to keep them there, 



Mr, de-'BOISANGER then turned to the question of Jdrusczlem. He ssid 

it'was. certainlg true that the Holy Places had been well guarded undei Moslem 

control. But the Commission had a mandate from the General&ssembly to 

bring Jerusalem &nd the Holy Places under international control. He told 

the Prime Minister that the Commission had set up a Committee to tslk Yuith 

the authorities of both Governments'on this matter, and he hoped that Trans- 

jordan would enter wholeheartedly into these discussions, 

The PRSME MINISTBR replied th,at he had expected tbe Commission to 
. 

evidence this desire with respeCt to Jerusalem. The problem, however, was 
\ 

one of'execution, and he did not believe that the United Natl.ons could csrry 

out an effective international control; TO do SO, he. said, would require a 

military force under the direction of the United Nations, bu2,no such force, 

existed, and in his opinion, in the present situ*%tion, it would'not be pos- 

sible'to form such a force. The present politicnl situation b'etween the 

Western powers and the Soviet Union precluded tha possibility of Big Four 

co-operation on the creation Of a United Nations force, and the necessary 

element for effective United Nations control would thtirefore be >lacking. 

Mr, de BOISANGER said that the Commission wns net certain that an'inter- : 

national force was necessary in order to estsblish international authority. 

Goodwill and a desire ta co-operat e on the part of both parties would be 

important, and he was there-fore interested ta know what the attitude of Trans- 
'I. , 

jordan would be towards the resolution of the General Assembly; aince its 
,,' ,< 

implementation would depend on the attitude adopted by a11 plrties‘concerned. 
i .I, 

The PRIME MINISTER answered tbt he did not want to argue the point at 
I 

the present stage. He felt that the question was not open to argument and 
. ,.. L'O ,. 

that time would show that a force was required, since its success would , ,.],.. . A. 
depend on the goodwill of the Jews. He prcferred to make no statement but 

to let the matter ?est there for the present. 

/ML ETHRIDGE . . 
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Mr. ETHRIDGE then enquired whather the Government of Tr~antijordan'would 

envisage the creation of'a Clsims Commission as batwean Governments in connec- 

tion with the"problem of resettling thw Arsb refugees. 

The PRIME MINISTER replied th'dt bis Government would envisage such a 

Commission in due course. 
..: 

The Prime\ Minister then told the Commission thst he would like'to 

mention two pointa which had not yet been raised. The first of these was 

the Negev, Transjordan needed very much to have a port on the Msditerranean 

in territory which would be incorporated into Transjordan. He said his 

Government would insist on acquiring the port of Gaza and access thereto., 

In order to achieve this, a11 the Government's influence woüld be used and 
, 

every effort would be inade. Me reminded the Commission that the hrab Legion 

had not yet been in a position to cesse war and thnt it might be necessary 

to report to any means to xxhievo Transjordan's goal of getting a Mediter-" 
.' 

ranean port. 

The second ~Point which'the F?rime Minister wished to discuss was the ~ 

fact that the Govtyrnment of Iraq h%d not'yet r&ched the stage of entering :: 

into peace discussions,.but was incline'd to acctipt ari armistice, fie szid 

the Frlrne %inister of'lraq had ‘delegatcd ta Transjord<Tn the right to 

negotiate and conclude an armistice with the Jews on Irnq's %ahaXf. If an 

armi&iCe were concluded, the Iraqi Government would.be able to withdraw, its 

forces from the northern ,p&t, of PrLlestine ,which was far from Iraq and,in 

which,Iraq had no territorial interest. Public opinion in Iraq wauld thus 

be satisfied, because the,,Government would not bave entered into pence 

.negotiatione or concluded a peace, but woulcl still be able to re,call its army. 

Mr. YALCHIN said thzt,,he had received a very f,avourable impression 

from the remarks ,of the Prime Qnister, 'Girhether a11 the,cxditions which he 

/had . . 
(I: " '. 
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had indicated could be accepted was a matter tu be discussed at a later had indicated could be accepted was a matter tu be discussed at a later 

stage, stage, On the whole, how%v,*r, On the whole, how%v,*r, he found the'attitude of tha TransJord~~ian he found the'attitude of tha TransJord:mian 

Government to be sound. Government to be sound. 

The PRIME MINISTFA said that ht, hoped the Commission \qoüLd return The PRIME MINISTFA said that ht, hoped the Commission \qoüLd return 

shortly and eee the King on its rcturn from Caire, SO that it mnight be shortly and eee the King on its rcturn from Caire, SO that it mnight be 

possible to arrive at conclusions on ~11 the points discussed. . possible to arrive at conclusions on ~11 the points discussed. . 
, , 


