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SUMMARY RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE CONCILIATTION
COMMISSION AND HIS EXCELLENCY TEWFIK PaSH4, PRIME MINISTER
AND ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER OF TRANSJORDAN

held in Jericho on 11 February, 1949.

Present:  H.E. Tewfik Pasha ~ Prime Minister and Acting Foreign
’ Minister of Transjordan.
Mr, Yalchin (Turkey) = Chairman
Mr, de Boisanger (France)
Mr. Ethridge (U.S.u) ' oo
My, Azcarate - -~ Principal Secretary.
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The PRIME MINISTER welcomed the Commission and eXpressed his

‘appreciation of its visit to Jericho. He said he hoped the Commission would

be of great assistance in solving the Palestlne problemd He was ready to
express the views of his Government on any p01nts and to answer any queutlons
which the Commigsion might wish to discuss,

Mr. de BOILSANGER thanked the Prime Minister for his.éXpressibn‘df'welcome
and pointed out that the Commission intended within a short time £o'go to
Ammen for an official discussion with King Abdullah, The Commission had felt,
however, that it would be useful at the very outsé£ tb meet wiﬂh the Prime
Minister informally andgsta.bllish in that way a direct contact with the
Transjordanian Government. o | | o

- Mr, de Boisanger said that the task glven to the Comm-051on by the
General Assembly was very broad in sc0pe and dlrLCtEd at th\ ,aneral objective
of bringing peace to this part of the we rll The Commlsslon | omidd 1iks to hear
the oplnlons of the Prime Mlnlster on how he thou ht thls tééﬁ‘might be
accompllshed. In additlon, the Comm1s51on woula llkb £0 discuss several
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specific ﬁrdblems which were included in its mand:te, such as the Holy Places,
Jerusalem, eéonomic problems and the refugee question.

The PRIME MINISTER replled that the Govermment of Transgorden had. always
been. very eagpr to huve peace ThlS had always been the alm SInce Trans-
jordan had gained its, 1ndenendence tW&HtY-SLVLn years ag o.‘“‘The Go;érnment of
Trans jordan w1shed to see peace re-established as soon as possible.

With respecf tdzJerusaiem, the Prime Minister said he thought that the
Jewé would try to kesp in their hands:the territory occupler by them. Since

the days of Omar, the Prime Minister recalled, the Holy Plades‘haq.been under
the combrol of the Moslems. The conduct of this trust, he said; had proved
through all the azes a satisfactory Qay of safeguuarding the interests of all
the interested relio‘iOns. He said his Government desired to keep the res-
pon51b111ty for protection of the Holy Places | If the Jews 1n51sted on
retalnlng the terrltory they had now occupled Transgordan WOuld wish Lo retakc
Certaln areas which had been taken by the Jews without ilqhtlng prlor to
14 May 1948, before there was any army to oppose them. i The interest of the
Transjordanian Govefhment in the pfotwction of the Holy’Plaéés extended, thé
Prime Minister said, to other Holy Flaces in Iﬁlestin@. Hié'Gﬁvernmeﬁt
would be prepared to guarantee full freedom of access and propactioﬁ 551311
sects at all times and to give the necessary guarantees to éll.intéréétéd
Governments in this régard | S
Concérning the refupep problem, the Prime Minlsbef Sald he w1shbn it
wers p0351b1e for every refugee at present in Transgordaﬁ and Arab xalpstlne
to go back to his own property in Palestlne.t' The Gavernmeﬁ£ of Trdno]orddn
also wanted the refugses now in Syrla and the Lebanon to return to Israeli
territory if they had property there, Those refugees who:hga'ﬂgpprgperty
in Palestine, however, could settle elther in Arab Palestlne or in Trans-
jordqn ;?self, H lb o
' /If the Jews
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If the Jews should refuse to accept the return of any refugees, indemnities
would have to be paid. ' The Government of Transjordan, the Prime Mlnlster sald
would"Welcome»the‘Tesettlement‘of these refugees elther in Transaordan or in
Arab Palestine, ~ He said the Government of Transjordan Was inclined to the view
that indemnities should not be paid direct to individusls, because in many cases
the funds would be.misspent. It would be wiser, he said, if indemnities were
negotiated and decided between Govarnménts The Government of Transjordan was
ready to take over the problem and undertake to resettle the refugees by
providing them with land at nominal prices. - In this way, he felt, 1t would be
possible for them to be absorbed back into a normal social llfb 1n an orderly
way and avoid personal catastrophe for many individuals, In thls connectlon he
emphasized that the Government of Transjordan might nesd a loan from the outside
to suppiemént the totai:of indemnities, which might not be adequate to cover
the oési ofAtﬁe'rGSeﬁtlemeﬁt program,

Following the general statement of the Prime Ministér, Mf.‘deABOiSANGER
sald he woula like”tb veturn to a ‘discussion of the genepral subject_oi
re—establishing péace;‘luHe said he was gratified by the Prime Minister's
assurance that Transjor&an,desifes peace ‘and that this was alsovthe-goal_of_
the Commission, | It Woﬁld‘be the hope of the Commission; he said, to invite
thé Govérnments 6f‘the Areb countries and Iéraélvto a‘genéral‘peaCe‘conferana,
and he asked whether the Commission might count on the'TrahsjordanianiGOVern—
ment's support in thls undertaklng |

Mr, ETHRIDGE p01nted out, that the Jews mmpht ‘prefer to enter dinto
separate peace conferencas w1th each of the Arab States. ' He eanerd whethpr
TranSJOrdan had any v1ews w1th resnect t0 thls L0851b111ty.‘

The PRIME MINISTER replled that he thought the p01nt of v1ew of the" |
Jews 1n this rgspect was corrgct. He felt that separate pedce conferunces

would be more profitable.
o Mp, YALCHIN .
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e Mr. YALCHIN asked tbe PTlme Mlnlster whether the Government of Trans-
Jordan would be 1n a p031t10n, actlng through the Comm1551on, ‘to conclude a
separate peace w1th Israel (or enter into a separate peace conference), even
though one or more Arab Governments might obgect and 1f the Conciliution
Comm1551on could be in a p051tlon to fulfill the requirements of the -
Trgnsgordenlan Government, would the Government. undertake such peaoe '
negotiations.. |

The PRIME MINISTER replied that TrenSJordan had always attempted to
proceed on the basis of a practical pollcy His Government, he said, was
ready w1thoutlreference to any other Arab State or influence of any Arab
State, to act freely and individually'in eny way it thought most practical
and acceptable, | |

| Mr, YALCHiN said he was.very gratified to hear this point of view.

Mr. de BOISANGER said it was difficult to see how all questions could
be soived by seperére conferences. There were certain common questions to
be solveo, he poiﬁfed)Oﬁﬂ; such as’'the question of refugees, and economic
mattere; | ﬁe’said ﬁe wondered if'it were possible for practical reascns.to |
‘envisage, in addition to separate talks on specific matters, a-common
meeriﬁg:of;allzthe parties on ‘matters of general conoern. o

The PRIME MINISTER replied that itbwould be difficult, in his opinion,‘
to have general, collective psace talks. |

With respect to the question of refugees, he said that Transjordan was

giving help™o all refugees to come and.settle in TranSJorden or the nrab

,parts of Palestine and: that the Governments of | the countrles in whlch they

were did not object ‘to this, since they were not prepared thLmSElVLS to

keep them, Thus, he: said, a.solution of the refugee problem need not
affect the interests of any other State. The refugees, he sald dld not

went to stay where'they were, outside of Transjordan eoqualeet;ne, and the
otﬁer'GoVernments did not want to keep them there.

/Mr. de BOISAHGER ..
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Mr, de BOISANGER then turned to the question of Jerusalem., He said
it ‘was' certainly true that the Holy Places had been well guarded under Moslem
control, But the Commission ﬁad g mandate from the General Assembly to
. bring Jerusalem and the Holy Places under international control. He tuld
the Prime Minister that the Commission had set up a Committee to talk with
the authorities of both Governments on this matter, and he hoped that Trans-
jordan would enter wheleheartedly into these discussions,

The PRIME MINISTER replied that he had expected the Commission to

evidence this desire with respect to Jerusalem. The problem, however, was
\ ‘

one of:execution; and he did not bslieve that the United Nations could carry
out ah‘effectiVe international control, To do so, he said, would require a
military force under the direction of the United Nations, but'ﬁo such force
existed; and in his oﬁinion, in the present situation, it would'not be pos- -
sible to form.euchia‘ferce. The present political situation between the
Westernipowers and the Soviet Union precluded the possibility of Big Four
co- Operatlon on the creation of a Unlted Nations foroe and the necessary
element for effectlve Unlted Natlons comtrol would thercfore be lacklng

Mr. de BOISANGER said that the Conmission was not certain that an inter-
natlonal force was necessary in order to establish 1nturnat10n¢l authorlty
Goodw1ll and a desire to co~operate on the pert of both p&rtlbs would be
important, and he was therefore 1nterested to know what the attitude of Trans~
.Jordan would be towards the resolutlon of the General Assembly, since its
1mplementat10n would depend on the attltude adopted by‘all purtles conccrned

The PRIME MINISTER answered thdt he did not want Lo argue the p01nt at
the present stage. He felt that the quesblon was not open to argument and
that time would show that a forcevwas requlred 51nce its success would

depend on the goodwill of the Jews, He preferled to make no statenwnt but

to let the matter Pest there for the present.
/Mr, ETHRIDGE ..



-b -

‘M. ETHRIDGE then énquj.r'ed. whether the Govermment of Trangjordan would
enviségé fhé création'of"a Claims Comﬁission as between Governmenté in connec-
tion with éheﬁﬁféblem,of reseﬁtling the Arab refugeeé.

 Thé PRIME'MINiSTER replied that his Government would envisage such a v-'
Commiésion inidue coufse. |

" Tne Prime Minister thet told the Commission that he would like to
mention two points which had not yet been raised. The‘firsf of these was
the Negev, ngnsjofdaﬁ neededuvery much ﬁo have a port on the Mediterranean
in territory'Which woﬁl& be incorporated into Transjordan, He said his
Government would insist oﬁ‘acqhiring the port oﬁ Gaza and access thereto.
in 6rdervto achieve this, all the Government's influence would be'uséd and
every effoft would be made; Hé réminded the Commission that the Arab Legion
had not yet been in a position to cease war and that it might be necessary
to resor£ to any meanskto.achievé Transjordan's goal of getting a Mediter--
ranean port;

The second point which the Prime Minister wished to discuss was the
fact that the Govornment of Iraq had ndt‘yet reached the stage of entering -
into peace discussions,.but was inclined to accept ar armistice., e said
the Prime Minister of ‘Irag had delegated to Transjordan the right to :
negotiate and conelude an armistice with the Jews on Iragts behalf. If an
armistice were concluded,'the Tragl Govermment would.be able to- withdraw its
forces from the northern part of Palestine which was far from Irag and in
which Iraq had no territorial interest. . Public opinion in Irag would thﬁs
be‘satisfied, because the Government would not have entered into peace .
negotiations or concluded a peace, but would stili be able to rgcall its army.

- Mr, YALCHIﬁjsaid that he had,recéivéd;a very favourable imppessiog‘
»from the remarks of the Primg:Minister." Whether all the.gpnditions which he

/had .



‘had indicated could be acbepted was a matter to be discussed at '1 later
stage.  On the whole, howszver, he found the attitude of the Transjordanian
Government to be souﬁd.

The PRIME MINISTER said that he hoped the Commission would return
shortly and sec the King on its return from Cairo, so that it might be

possible to arrive at conclusions on all the points discussed.



