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o ; - SUMMARY RECORD OF A MELTING BLTWELN THE
CONCILIATION ‘COMMISSION -AND HIS EXCELLENCY ABDEL HADI PASHA,
PRIME MINISTER OF EGYPT :

held in Cairo on 13 February 1949

Present: - H.E. Abdel Hadi Pasha =~ Prime Minlster of Egypt

" Mpr. Yalehin. . .. (Turkey) -~ Chalrman
Mr, de Boisanger (France) :
Mr. Ethridge - (U.s.A.)

Mr. Azcarate o ‘= Principal Secretary.
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.. The CHAIRMAN.eiﬁlaiﬁéd the Commiséion‘s‘miSSion‘and gave a brief review
of its conversatlons w1th the Egyptlan Foreign Minister,

He stated that fhe CommlSslon was aware now of the Foreign Mlnlster's
point of view w1th regard to Jerusalem and the refugees.

The queStions of the geheral péace'éettlément"ofgbounduries,anq‘other‘
'terrltorlal matters had beon left unleWSth since there-had been no tims.
He. asked the Frjme Mlnlster for hig views on thése questions.

The PRIME MINISTER WQlcomed the Commission and promised that the Lgyptlan
Government woulqwdq averything within'its powsr to assist in the achleyement
of péace. ) o h .W R STy |

. He pointed oui‘thit terrltorlal decisions should.be dlScuSde &ftur th@

refugee problem had been solved and after the rights of the. refugees had been
recognized . After thnt the rest ‘of 'the problems would be $imple if the Rhodes
talks succeeded aﬁd if the Jews respected: the résulting armistice, as the
Egyptlans had rOSpected 1t B
~The CHAIRMAN thanked thc Prime Minlstbr for his' promise of help and

Stdted that if the Comm1351on had Egypt's cooperation -and comprehension, it

would be a great asset towards ﬁhe Comm1551on 5 ‘subcess, .-

Co /He agreed ;Q
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" He agreedi%ﬁﬁtﬂﬁﬁé”%éfﬁéee'qﬁeé{ﬁéh wae'Urgeﬁt"ﬁﬁdkﬁeihbe& out thut it
could not be solved independently of the peace settlement. If a.means were
found to return the refugees to their homes and war were te be resumed it would
mean greater mlsery for the refugees HOvaer, a way would have to be found in
the meantime. to. put anménd to thelr dlstress ‘ fﬁe$ﬁeikgﬂ€eking p;eqe;in Rhodes
were for the purpose of seeuring ‘an armistice, which.was only & means to an end.
The Commission wished to increase the speed of the proceedings by discussing all
other problems: suoh as Jerusalem, the refugees ahd terTltOTldl questlons.

The PRIME MINISTER replled that the Egyptlan ;overnment was both prectlcal
and eager to eetgblish peace., It had accepted all the resqlutlgns of the
Seeurity Couneil.

He agreed that it was true that the Rhodes talks were a meaﬁs to an end.buL
remarked thatwthese who respected the means would 1lse.aEiqe by the objectives.
It was necessary to accept the fact that a favourable atmoephefe‘weuld have to
preVail_for the, Rhodes talks to be successful, It °°”1d-Pe;??Pughteap°ut only
by respect for the Security Council resolutions. ‘

.The refugee problem was one of first priority, and the‘Geperal;Assembly's
resolutidn st&ped that a solution would have to be found Ves-sooniee_pqssibleﬂ.
No action of the Egyptian Government could be interpreted as_ delaying the solu-.
tion of that or of any other problem in the ared. - ‘i

Mr, ETHRIDGE stated that the Commigsion was doing everythlng within its
| peker to secure an armistice as quickly as possible. The members of the, L
Commission, notioq;y,es such but eleo_ee‘representetivee eﬁ_the;r Governmente,
desired to'eeevpeege“eetablished’ip this part of the‘world.ae eopnﬂae;possible._
The.United_Statee Government wished it not only for the sake of the United‘
Nitions but also feplgge‘peaee of the world invgeneral.,;?‘;},v_

With regard to the urgent matter of the refugees,:?e?infqrmeg_the Prime
Mﬁnjeter that the\Qommiesion was going to nﬁeter. Gr}ff%ewimmeQietely_after
the pfesent meeting. These epnversations, however,wehould.not“delay the

. /Commission's...




Commission!'s wbrk on other maﬁters. The‘Commission could simulténeously
study the refugee problem, éncourage tﬁe armistice talks and concern itself
with the problem just mentioned by the Chairman. ‘ .

Tﬂe PRIME MINISTER replied that he was glad to learn from Mr. Ethridge,
not only as a member of the Commission but also as a representative of the
United States Goverﬁment, that everything was being done to encourage the
Rhodes taiks, Everyone who wished to see the.United Nations succeed would
like to see the Rhodes talks succeed. If the otﬁer party dould realize this
wish of the Great Poﬁers they would not continue in their intransigent attitude
and success wouid be achieved.

He pointed éutvthat mutual confidence was necessary in Qrdervto acﬁieve
s just international solution. He repeated that his Govérﬁmsnt intended to -
coonerate.wholehearfedly with the Conciliaiion Commission for the purpose of
achieving practical‘and beneficial results. He promised the Commission to
give careful study to its written quéstions.

It was agreed Between the Prime Minister aﬁd the Commission that though

the suggestions of the Commission would be submitted in writing in the form

of an aide-memoire, the repiies of theJEgyptian Government need not be given in
writing and should preferably be conveyed to the Commission at its next meeting

‘between the Prime Minister or the Forelgn Minister before it left Cairo.
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