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The greaters part of the.conversation was taken up by the questiog,of
whethes. the Conciliation Comm1551on should undertake the. Speciflc task
ert rusted t,0 it by the General Assembly w1th regard to refugees 1n'advance of

peace negotiationsi_orlwhgtheg,it should~copsider_the refugee queft;on‘as‘qne
of 'the problems that would be the subaect of such negotlations.h.:\ ‘

The FOREIGHN. MINISTER,lnslsted strongly on thn nece051ty of con31der1ng :‘
and ‘solving: the refuges ;question, both for. 'rhl%ma-ma?la%n %9%;;1?91-;%"*?9?1:' -rz?a?<9?15?¥,
without awgiting the peace negotiations5as'5uch. It would be impossib;e tq make
relief gf-the distmess‘oﬁﬁﬁhawraiugeesvcOn@iyiQngl oh sﬁoﬁ,pegptiatipgg,_ﬁu@pherf
more,:the solutionof this ‘problem would cogtri@ptelmore thanwthat‘ofvanj other
to the creation of an atmogphere.among.the Arqbs‘faqurapleﬁto'pe§cg¥negotiati9nsf
Finally;&par@graph 1% of Qggggenenal,ﬁﬁggmblx'shresqlupion_oftlle?geme?Hl948
was quite eqﬁivocal on'tﬁis point, In the‘Fopq;gn;Minigﬁéfﬁgnégigign; the
Conciliation Gommission should Simply'ask the Jews whether they intended to‘

. respect the resolution., If their gnswer were favourable iﬁimightfbe,possiﬁle
to convene a conference of all the Arab, States and the Conciliation Commission
to consider the method of implementation of the decision of the Genéra;,Assembly;

The members of the Coneiliation Commission, on the other hand, upheld the
theéis that itxwguld not only be impractical’but evenﬁhnpassib}e to separate
¢ntirelythe refugee question from gengral peace nogotiatiopgﬁ It would  wyspy

-1 /be possible..



be p0551ble'to env1sage the return and settlement of the refugees ipn their.
! \
homes ohly againd% a background of peace.. ?851deq it was difficult to sec how
p

1.' i

the refugees could decide whethpr tox'eturn or not without knowing whether their.

homes would be urder J ewish "',ab domination, . In th the refugee

question was directly connectea1#itﬁmﬁhé:§é££iéméﬁ%£¢fﬂf?éﬁﬁié?E; Finally, if
the Arab States were to make the solution of this problem a condition sine gqua

non of the study of other problems entrusted to thb Conc1llatlon Comm1581on,

b g

the Comm1531on would be compelled to report the mattbr to the Geuaral Assbmbly.

Thus a very embarra551ng 51tuatlon would be crcated for everybody and especially

for the Arab States, Thé Conciliation Comm1551onwas preparedt;o sugyest that
the refugee question figure at the head of problems to be cons’dered during the.

peace negotiaticns. .

The FORIEGN MINISTER explalned thdtnh had not been his ipééééign ﬁo;
present the study and solutlon of the refugee problem 1n‘ad;an§e.agpé condltlon .
sine qua.non of the study of othcr questlons outstandlngbéé£Weén ghe Arab -
States and the Jews, What was 1mportant, 1n1115 oplnlon, yﬁs'théhéé;éé£lﬁce of

the pr1n01ple of thc deolsion contalned Ln paragraph ll of the General Absembly'w

resolutlon. Once thls prinCLple had been acccpted nothlng would prevenL

i irrenmgyd L s [ vich

dlscu851ng its appllcation 51mu1taneously w1th other quustlons durlng tht peace

AR T

negotlatlons,
o

. In reply'go‘a questlon by Mr Ethrldge cnncefnlﬁg the attltude of Iraq
wmth regard to the Rhodes negotlatlons, the Forelgn Mlnlster declared that Iraq‘
would adopt the condltlons whlch would be accepted by the Arab States adJacent
to Palestlne, i, e. Transjordan, Syrla, Lobanon and bgypt. Thls decls;on had

already been communicated'to Dr, Buncho.




