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‘ SUMMARY RECORD OF A WEETING BETWEEN. THF:i'@ . i
« . . .. COCILIATION COMMISSION AND HIS EXCELLINCY
S TOOERTRRS, GALD .- PRIME MINISTER OF IRAQ L .

" held'in Baghdad: on”19-Felruary 1949
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Present:’,H E. Nurl eg oald ‘ ~ Prime Minister of Iraqg
" H,E. Abddllah” Hafidh = Minister rfor Ioreign Affairs
o | of Traq
My,  Yaléhin® ° (Turkey)-‘ - Chairman .
Mr., de Boisanger. (Prance)
Mr, Ethridge * (U.S¢A,) °F S SO A
Mr, Azcarate - Principal 3ecretary

The CHATRMAN expleired the mission of peace and conciliation entrusted
to the Commigsion by the lGeneral Assembly, and suggested p@gﬁpqlliggfofia
géfieral ‘préparatery conféfénce of the Arsb.States which migh?dsgrvg:to ugify
theﬁp%ihgéiof:vigwﬁoﬁiiﬁeSefstates on. the various; guestions wh;ppipheanoulé
become %helsﬁbﬁEOtigﬁgpééce“ﬂégotiatioﬁﬂ. o

The PRIME MINISTER developed what was later .to becems the. principal,

Sibject of THe' discusstbn, namely,. thié primyy impertance of knowing what would

“be the attitude of tHe Jews) what wowld be.their ambitions and their claims;

and,wgﬁéﬁe'éff, the uestion of 'securing guarantees of their good faith,  The
Primd Minisbes discorsed at length' on the constant bad faith which the Jews

hé&”ghaﬁﬁ'iﬁ.ﬁheif*péiitical;negotiatians‘ He illusbratedwhis_points by

Vahecdotes of “his pefééﬁal}agpeyienpé;‘Hekstated that the: Jews could give a

guarantee of their good faith when they'talkédﬁof their.desire forfpcace, by

“Lfo:%he"iﬁtérﬁ&tiéhélisationwofjJérﬁsalg@.:'TheAPrimehMig;thrlwas_ppp Optim;stic

on théffééére;pdnd'éxpres§¢gwthé opinion;that.Americﬁm:p;essure at Tel Aviv

LLiﬁgﬁiafébhégituie‘theﬁomly'éﬁfective'guaranﬁee;thapythgbJawgwwnu%d”rggpect‘ 

fheir ufidertaldings. . ThePfime Minister then turped s bl difficulties. .

of én “fiternal. nature proveked by fhe Palesting gaestion; and. by, the attitude

of the Jews, especially'@w1ng-t® ‘the fatt that. thbr; WETE - 1n\Iraq.upprox1matcly
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‘150 OOO Jaws, of whom 100,000 were. in Baghdad, and many of whom were very

rlch. fhe necesslty of avoiding incidents and aseuring thelr protection

created serious dlfflcultlesrfor the services respon51ble for the maintenance

"'that without the

of public order. In br;ef{:tbe

assurance of the good falth of the Jews, he cculd not see how the Comm1551on
would be able to achieve a useful purpose, Nevertheless, keeping in mlnd
‘the above&méﬁﬁionea réserVaﬁions,’tHé Prime Minister expressedfh;mself as:

willing for the Goverrment of ~Iraq tO'take part in a conference of the

- nature proposed by the Chalrman of the Comm1551on. .““'f;qu'

Mr, ETHRIDGE unierllned the 1mportance that the Commission as well as the
Government of the United States attached“to the speedy re-establishment of
peace i ‘the Middle iEast, He expressed his;agreement with thé guggestion of
the Chairmaﬁiéffcoﬁvening a preparatory conference of the Arab.States, éﬁd'
pbintéd'éut?that,‘ifpeace-negotiations were to await.thg ﬁpudy, and‘perhaps
even thé solution of the refugee gquestion, a great delayiwoglq‘bg inyglved N

"which, given the state of unrest to which the Prime Miﬁigteyﬁhimselafhad J_.
referred, might prove:dangetous.: - .

‘Mr..dé3BOISANGER pointed out thé difficqlty of obﬁa%g}ng‘ggéraptegs:w;th
regiird ‘to "good faith", - Good faith had to be shown by deeds an@wﬂoppﬁy'wgfdé.
Furthe¥more, it would be diffi@ﬁlf’td Eﬁbﬁ‘at firsg‘sight the Qgge ;im}ts |
of the ambitions.iof the Governméﬁt'di Isrgél. Negotiations aﬁq %i?QPSSiénﬁ,
would be necessary to lead them to_moderaﬁe their ambitions. A Eyeﬁgrgtéﬁ§'
meeting of the Conciliation Commission with the‘Arab St§§$§ woql@»be_ghe;moét

practical means:to initiate this process.
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In the PRIME MINISTER's personal opiniopn, the key of the solutlon was |
tdbe found in an asgreement between the Upited States Govermment and K}Qg Tbn
Saioud ‘as representing the Arab. countrlep. In 1947, he had made such a hh»f
suggestion to Mry Evatty bub in spite, of'the faet that both QQ and Mr Mﬁrshall
had approVédfit,ﬁnothing.h&d been done;along‘phls ;;ne{ n%y%?ﬁh}ﬁ???ﬁufﬁ 9?
thé' Jéwish opposition: ‘%f nothing. appeared possible a}g?@_tbeﬁﬁ‘%%?esw the
Aitabs would ‘have to solve theigyestion by3t£§i;7?wn @ggn?;:%;n épg-é;sé? ﬁhe

Govermment of Iraq prOposéd to request the lifting of the arms embargo, in

/view of ...
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view of the fact that the Jews were receiving war material without limitations
or re;trictions.

_ 1t would also be'nécessary‘to put an end to the bad treantment that the
Jews had been victims of in Irag during the recent months, The Prime Minister
referred to the increasing difficulty of assuring the protection of the Jews
resident in Irag, under the present circumstaﬁces.

In answer to an observation by Mr. de Boisanger, who ﬁondered whether
Tel Aviv was interested in the fate of the Jews of Iraq, the Prime Minister
explained that he was not thinking in terms of persecution; he did not wish the
Commission to receive a‘false‘impression with regard to his personal sentiments
bowards the Jews. Bub if the Jews continued to show the bad faith that they
had demonstrated until the present moment, events might take place....

(The Prime Minister did not clarify this warning).




