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H.E. Fawzi Pasha Mulki )- Represcntatives of
Mr, Bdnond Rech ) tho Hashenite
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H.E. Mr., Fouad Ammoun )~ Reprosentatives of
H.E. Mr. Janil Mikaoul ) Lebanon
Mr. Mohanod Ali Hanade ) |
Mr. Ahnad Choukalri - Representative of

Syria

Tho CHAIRMAN said that, while a draft statement had
alroady boon cireulated to the Arab delogations by the
Prircipal Sccrotary, what ho was about to say at the present
nmocting should be taken as a moro oxact oxpression of the
Coraission's views. |

He infor-od the Arab delogations that, in the course
of a meotirg hold on 28 July, tho dolegation of Isracl had
infarned the Conciliation Cormisgsion that it would be pre-
pared to subnlt to the Cormission conerotc proposals re-

garding tho gottlonent of the refugee quostion as soon as it
had received assurances that the Arab delegations would
agroo to considar the inmediate oxanination of that question
as being tho commoncoment of general negotiations for the
final sottloment of the Palestino problen and tho establish~
nont of a Jjust and pornanent poace in Palostine. ‘

The Israeli Govermient had made 1t clear to the
Cormigs.on that 1t offcred that propoSal wlth two conditions:
that the ropatriation of refugees be part of a conprehensive
plan for the settlement of the entire refugoe problen and

/that




-

that repatriation would be put into.effect only as an
integral part of a general and final peace settlement.
Mbrebver, the Israell delegation envisaged the refugee
probletr as the first item on the agenda of Jolnt discussions
of a general peace settlenent.

The Chairman emphasized the salient points of the
statement, nanely the two conditlons mentioned and further-
nore the desire for joint discussions with the Arab dele-
gations. He pointed out that, although joint discussions
were in no way an additional condition, it had always been
the Commission's view that such discussions should eventual-
1y take place between the parties concerned,

MOSTAFA BEY (Egypt) wished first of all to welcone
Mr. Porter as repregentative of the United States on the
Cormiissian and stressed the role incumbent on the United
States both with regard to world affalrs in general and
to the solution of the Palestine problem in particular.

His delegation had always malntained that a settlement
of the refugee problen was a reasure of extrene urgency
and one which would contribute to a great extent towards
easing the atmosphere surrounding the discussions. It
would therefore give favourable congideration to any Israell
proposals in that connection.
| Since he had only received the draft statement a short
while ago, he reserved the right to make a fuller comnentary
upon 1t at a later neeting.

Mr. PORTER said that the United States was of course
fully aware of its responsibilities in the sgettlerient of the
Palestine question. He appreciated the fact that all the
delegations had returned with the intention of sceking a
fundanmental solution of the problem and hoped that he would
in sone rieasure be able to contribute towards such a solution.

MULKT PASHA (Hashemite Jordan Kingdom) emphasiged the
fact that, from the time when the Arab delegations had first
established contact with the Coneciliation Comnisslon, the
question of the refugees had been uppernost in their ninds.
It was with a solution of that quostion in view that they
had signed the protocol of 12 May and addressed soveral
nemoranda on the subject to the Commission, Since the
resuniption of work after the recess, the Arab delegations
had shown their willingnoess to cooperate in settling the
Palestine problen as a whole by approving the communique
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which had boon issued to the press on 28 July. He wished
to stress the fact, howover, that the implementation of the
General Assenbly's rogolution of 11 Decenber 1948 would
nean that all tho rofugoes should bo repatriated, There
could bo no question thorefore of discussing the matter on
a bargaining basis,
Ho would commont nore fully on the Isracli proposals
at a lator noeoeting, but wished novertheless to state that
any neasuro for the repatriation of refugees would roceive
full and favourable consideration from his dolegation.
Hr. LMMOUN (Lebanon) pointed out that, by approving
the provious day's comwilque, his delogation had shown
that 1t wos roady to cooporate in gseeking a solution to the
rofugee problen and in ostablishing a just peace in Palestine,
Ho stregsod the fact that his country which had opened its
frontlers to some 150,000 refugecs, forning one-tenth of
the country's entire population, had always done everything
in 1ts power to contribute in some way towards that urgent
hunanitarian problen,
In wolcoaing Mr. Porter, he said that his Government
would cooporate to tho fullest poasible extent with the
United Statos Govormient, as well as with thy Governments
of France and Turkey, in attempting to agree on a gettlement
of the Palestine problem as a whole and of the refugee
problen in particular. | | |
Ho made 1t cloar, however, that his delegation would
reject the proposal for joint discussions with the delegatlon
of Israel since, not only had such a possibility been ex~- :
cluded by the attitude adopted by the Isracli delegation, g
but noreover the representatives of the Arab States had J
authority fronm thelr Governnents to negotiate only with
the Conciliation Cormission itself and not directly with N
the Israell representatives. ¥
When his dolegation roceived furthér elucidation of
the Israeli proposals, 1t would be in a position to discuss
rore fully the statement as a whole.

Mr. CHOUKAIRI (Syria) also wished to welcome Mr. Porter

to the Cormisdon and to express the hope that, with his | ﬁ

help, the negotiatlons for poace in Palestine wouid Teach a

succesgsful concluslon.
Friphasising the fact that the General Assenbly'

rosolution of 11 December 1948 called for complete and = - L
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unconditional implenentation and could net bo nade the
subject for bargaining, ¢speclally consicering tho vast
hunanitarian issues involwved, he exproesscd the opinion
that the Israeli proposals waerc a depavrture fron that
rosolution, In order to avoid any possible future nis.
undersﬁandings, he thought it dosirable at that stape
that the Israelil statenent bo anplificd further. More
tine would be ncedod by the Arab delegations to pive the
proposals careful study. Tho Arab States woro of course
always rcady to cooperate in any noeasure to alleviate the
plight of the refugeoes.

MOSTAFA BEY (Egypt) said that his delegntlon was roady
to collaborate with tho Cormiission towards achioving an
inpleonontation of the Gonoral assorbly's resolution. Direct
negotiations with the delepation of Isracl wore, howeveor,
out of tho question,

MULKI PASHA (Hashenite Jordan Kingdon) associsted hine
solf with tho statenent nade by the provious speaker.

Mr. CHOUKAIRI (Syria) associated hinself with the
viows oxpressed by his colleagues. Tho Connission'sa
invitation to the Arab delogations had cnvisaged the colla-
boration of those delegations with tho Cormilssion, nothing
nore.

The CHAIRMAN t'nked the irab roprescntatives for their
statenents. In view of their catoporfcal declarations that
they were not preparod to undertake diroet talks with the
Israell delegation, he considered the point sottlod;
although he regrettes the attitude of the Arab delepations,
he recognized thoir right to hold that view. He hoped that
thoy would examine as culckly as possible the proposals of
the Israell delegation and pako an early roply to the
Commission. He asked which furthor points in thoe declaration
the Lobanese dolegation wished to have elarifioed.

Mr. AMMOUY (Lebanon) dosired further clarification of
the last sentonce of tho declaration, and of tho naturc of
the other qucstions which the Isracli delopgation would wish
to discuss. He assuned that tho territorial question would
be among then. In reply to a quostion from the Chairran,
he sald it would be diffieoult to fix a dato on which the
Arab delegations could roply to the Coruilssion, until the
additional infornation had bem rocoived.
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He. CHOUKLIRI (Syria) supportod Mr. inmoun's request
for clarification of tho last sontenes, which he congidered
to be wordod in for too gonoral torns. He folt that the
final ncaco sottlonent would bo the automatic rosult of the
gottlonont of throo problons: the Jerusalon question, the
refugeo probleon and the torritorial question. If anything
clso was inmplicd in this sontence, it should be made clear,

The CHAIRNAN promised to roquest the desired information
froa the Isracli dologation without delay.,

Hr. PORTER hopud that the Arab delegations would discuss
tho natter anong thonsclvos in the light of the Cormission's
position and of tho nocossity for beginning constructive
work. It was apparont that the Israeli delegation had
returnod to Lausanno proparod to make spocific proposals,
of which the detnils wore not yetiknown. Before naking
thosc proposals, howover, they had requested the agrecnent
of tho Arab delogations to the two conditions mentioned
in tho prosent declarationh, He considered those conditions
rossonable and loglcalj ho did not intorpret then as an
attoript on tho part of tho Isracli dolegation to gain a
tochnical or political advantages The Commission accepted
tho position in good faith and hoped the Arab delegations
would consider it in tho sane spirit. Rather than laying
down fornal conditions, tho Israell delaegation was simply
requosting fron the Arab delegations an indication of an
attitude of nind; acceptance by the. Arab delegations of
tho Isracli position would provide the Cormission with the
noans of Adissolving the present deadlock, He hoped that
tho Arab dolepations would accept the proposal ab 1ts face
value, a8 o statemont of broad principles, and thus enable
practical digeussion and planning to bogin. If the Arab
dolazations approached the problen in the spirit vhich he
had described, he had no doubt as to what their reply would
o MOSTAF, BEY (Bgypt) agreed with Mr, Porter that 1t was
not unreasonable to conslder the refugee question within the
framowork of tho goneral settloment. The delegatlons were
bound, both by the Protocol of 12 May and by the resolution
of 11 December 1948, to discuss the‘questiqns listed in that
roegolution. His dolegation had norely naintalned that the
rafugec problen was the nost urgent of those questions and.
nust be settled first, Since the Israoli delegation now
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agreed to take up that quostion first, ho folt that his
dolegation could support tho position takon by lir. Portor,

Mr. PORTER oxpresscd his gratitude for thoe constructive
attitude evidenced by the Egyptian delegation, and hopaed .
that the other Arab dolozations would bo able to support it.
He wishod also to stress the inportance of tine in the
settlonent of the refugec quostion. The Prosident of the
Unilted States would be unable to roquest additional funds
for aid.to the rofugcos until the Cormission was able to
report from Lausanne that definite progress was belng made
towards a settlonent of the question. Both the Conmission
and the delegations, therefore, had a heavy rosponsibility
in tho matter; it nust bo doalt with urgently, if a groat
hunan tragody wero to bo avoided.

Mr. AMMOUN (Lebanon) rccalled his carlior statonont
that hls deolegation would walcone any constructive sugges-
tions that would load to a solution of tho rofugoe problen,
He had alroady oxprossod his thanks to Mr. Porter for the
aid furnished by tho United gtates to the rofugecsy ho now
oxtended thosgo thanks to all Momber States of the United
Nations which had contributed to tho care of tho refugoes.
He could now state that hig dologation wag preparod to
‘deal with the refugece question on the basis of the proposals
receilved, and in particular of the position taken by Mr, |
Porter.,

It wag agrood that the Arab dolegations would meet the
Commission again on Tuesday, 2 August.

Mr. PORIER obscrvod that tho Principal Sccrotary would
in tho moantinc transn-t to the Arab dologations any addi-
tional information ho (Mr. Portor) would be able to obtain
from the Isracli delegation which night facilitate their
declsion. Ho hoped that decision might be taken pronptly

so that the Isracli delegation could be invitod to nresent
its specific proposals.,



