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UNImED NATIONo CONCILLATION. COMMI&SION TQR PALEDEINE e

Ono:a+lons of Lhe Cusbodian of Absenbaa ‘Property and estimatlon

l

tno compenaation due to Arah refugeee not returning - o0k

VR, b

to their homes a

St e

(WOI’l(ing pa.por DI’@}_)&I‘@(}_ ny “he Sef‘retariat Co e

RS LR of the Commigsion et Je“ *alem)

ST cDuping pecent woeks, the attentmpu of the Conciliation Commlssion a
hag beehr directed to. tita problem . of bhu ccm@ansation which might be payable g
to Paleetinéirefugses. not returning to bhair homea, Purther, the Advieory :
Commlesion of UNEWA has on aeveral occ&adons, in thé course of ite meetinpa‘T
with:the Conciliation-Commlssion, asked wheth@r the latter hed eny date e
refarding the total - amount of. Arab propevty and assets in the territory
controlled byilgvael. ;. . . - Y

~Thlse note makee.no attempt to deal with tha problem of the methods
of assembling the documentation which Would. make 1t possible o answer this *
question ‘even in general terme and subsequently to estimate the total valis®
ofAreb. property, both for.the Arab communiﬁy as a whole ana for Individuals,
The note 4o intended glmply to dvaw attention to & source of information E
whick teeems - to have hltherto been neglected All measures taken by “the

Cugtodian of Absentee Property ( ) in virtue oi his pOWers over tha immovable

[P

s&?gf The text, of the lew (A.bsentees9 Proparty Law) ls now aupplemented by the
sutes epteblighing bhe Develnpment Authority, This lav enables ‘the Government
«beo:gold  khe lend end property of absenteos through an agency knoWn ag tﬂe
Developm@nt Aumhority,h_ The agenay, whose powers are very axtenaive m&y,

in liquid&tﬁon,:tranmfer 1tg @Bsets to tha Minisbry of Finance (Section 2-(c)).
At pm@s@nt the;navelgpmanh Authority may ee]l land to the”Governmsﬁ% 6o the
Jewiah National Fund and to & new orgﬁn ‘which 18 to be established For” the
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and. mova.ble :praperty of ebmentee Arebs, and all leases or sales or other
me&bui‘ea h&ve i’n prineiple been reglstered by the Custodian,
. . Thia consequently provides an indirect means of chtalning accurate
1nformfxtion rege,x-ding the numbex‘ geographical digtribution and present
gtatus of Arsh propex-ties, A ver;y et ahelyais of the woprk: of the Custodian
during “ﬁhe Tae ‘o, yoars ma,y provide useful ;Lnfomnat:! on in thls connexion,
althqugh tbe .LL *ﬂiiah ton;: e Porkeso complete as mig}:xt be wished

A, One of the Cuctodients :f'irst taalca msn orcler wag restored and the
armlstice lines eg! abllshecl wag, to talce steps to safeguard the movable propexrty
abandoned by the Amma, | The Oustodian had to Lalce mnaauréa againet the looting
of guch movable proper’cy, and t0 proteci. &b&n&oned A:*ab houses against wlawful
occupatlon. Emd, th@ Epom“oaneous lootin.p which tomied_ to inoreaae with the
gr-owing, nv.mber of izpm.u}g,k emts arriving in I sr&el , Proper’ny lef’o in dwelling
houees, w&r@hauaes ana workshope w&s aystém&bicdlly collec ted and made
a.vall&ble Q.. the, a:pm.), ,pu”hlio insbitutions or individuale by auotibn ox
direct «sia‘leQ Thege o;pemtions were duly ragistered oo

B, As ragard,a ;,lmomble property, ,i" seema that 73 OOO dwellings ancl
7,800 premises, such es warehouses, worlcshopa, sshops and offices, are under’
the: Sustodiants comtrol,. Most, of bhem are situa'bed a’c Ja;f‘fa Haifa, o A A
J erusatlem, Baeveheha Migdal Gad Ra.mla 3 Lydcia Ac::'e , ~Beiean, ‘I"iberias ancl
Safed., ﬁaml idn *bhe vicln:lty o:{‘ the orangmg,fomring area.‘ ‘ A

AT *Anproximately 170 OOO peraons have been housed in these dwellinge R

&g 8 me@aure t.g aasisgt 1n solving T.he ,houaing ahortage. " Priori‘hy nes béen -
given to new. immigran’oa and, ex.,aervj,ce man, including a conaiderable ﬁumbex‘ o
of- waw-ﬁia@blaa :parsona. ‘I‘o this f’igu:re shou,,cl 'ba ad,decl approxlmately SRE
40,000 Jowish ‘and Arab fomtion’ tonants, co
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eettlemenb Qf landless Ara'bﬂ. i The '!jh:vae :matitutions may nct aliena.ﬁe la.nd .
thua acguirad gsect;lon 3, (h))f, f_;f the Jewi.mh Nation:l Fimd does not exerciea'
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Agreement# have been concluded between the Absorpilon. ;Déparmefl}ﬁ____,
of the Jewleh Agency, the Department for the Rehabllitation Sf ¥ .gorvice men .
and the Custodian with & view to the provislcn of busitiess pretises (workshops
and shops) for Immigrents and ex.service men, One of the greatest difficulties
encountered by the . Custodian was the problem of the repalr and slteration ofr;
buildings. Becanse of the extremely heavy demand for housing, most families,,
have been glven accomsodation of only .one or two rooms. Congequenbly, B
buildings have been convertad into smallexr housing unite end in meny cases. . .
thé new tenents have made alterations without consulting the- competert
techniCal*authoritiesa' Further, in meny cases thaﬂcustodian:has;had;tp.@__,W
moet the. cogt. of rvepaivs. , S _ : . ‘ “

+'Cy As vegprds ebandopned laad, 1t is estimated that approximately

3.5 million: dunvms (*). heve been vested in the Custodian, : —

(1) Of thie total, 1, 000,000 dunums have been tremsferred to, the
Jewish National Fund with the consent of the Israell Government,. - Of the ..
remainder, 1t is reported thet 650,000 dunume heve been leased, fincluding : . -
150,000 dvnume to Avabe,  Approximately. 100,000 dunrums have been prepayed ..
for cultivation by the Custodlan with a view to thelr being leaged To new. : -
Ioxael] colonistﬂ. The remaining land, approximately belf (epproximately
1,755,000 dunums ) hes not yet been wtilized,

(2) As regards plantations the following figurea are avallable:

Of the 120,000 dunums of orenge plantations, 1t ls estimated that
only 35,000 dunums can be rehebliitated end it is hoped that théy will be
in full production In two or thres years, The remaining orange {160F mn l.e,,
the great majority -~ willl have to be uprooted, Of the 35,000 dunums which
have been rehabilitated, half is cultivated direct by the Custodien and the
remainder by the Custodlan in eolleboration with othexr orgens.

The Custodian 1 also sdministering 20,000 dunums of vines and
5,000 duntmg of migcellaneous orcherds, which ave either eultivated direct
by the Custodlen or leased to settlers, Finally, there are 100,000 dunuma of
abandoned olive groves, 80,000 of which are In good condition andvin preduction,

D, The Custodian aleo deals with the industrial development of

ebandoned property, chiefly inm the eree of Tel Aviv, Remle, Lydds, Natenile,

(%)

1 dunuin: 1,000 squere metres,
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Ilerzlia Krax' Sa'ba, P‘athﬁ ‘I.‘J.kva ‘Rohtvet snd Tperibgy ~He ig-#lso” responsible
for Ehb | working og qua&r'riab ‘s’ by Arppe in -Teraali gereritonys. . dioad W
f“*"’*“*"'* et oy Lox Lty 0 ChiE tEsl M- the Induisteial -£leld has ‘led to the
ST hiorit “op e DeveloPneitt AuthEwLItY ; - T tthnil ‘beems thet ‘dn the . fubwrd.:
the CHEtHIfER 111 ‘cohdentratd vh Hhe sidiital stiatitn of whandoned property . -iwi:
and aﬁ%:‘zéﬁpdt}éﬁf of Bt propertty by 1bdEe” o bt wale wiille the. Developmem} Pl
Avthority w‘il! 1‘;@ rosponsﬂﬂe :t’ox" all“ma*tﬁars regarding develcpment and.. wiid
operat i@ A S 0 FECIIPRS A Eniiud

AP N PR o - PER b Gve e Trapmdntary end. briefibut.could. be i
supplemefitod s “Foirbhdy, 1t ukou1d be-obsskved that 1tYglves noipartieulare: ..
regarding the “yalue" of the abandoned prbpet'iay. It should; however, be -
noted thah THdshtHe Yaw sdtEy upTHLe foffice ;the- C‘umhoaian 4. responsible
both to the Govermnment of Lfpdol and. te! Pﬁrliament #Eb. WOuld therefore be
possitie™bo’ £IHA" 14" the ropopt-lie: »»:Isw«aqulre& Lo, subm:tt,;to\the Intermepartman’ml
Council ‘0f tHe Goverrimbint and’ in I-ft’:he».f.ﬁ'inﬁnci&l‘:xrapox#o».. ha. ie reguired to-submif...
to the Fihinétal Comntddlonsofths Knessbl, financlal. dava which would be of . ..
the gredtént’ Value it etimatl hg el valu cof: Aredh, apsety. and ascortaludng:
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