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"The following sampllng survey has been prepared on the ba51s

‘of a proposed prooedure approved by the Gomm1551on at its meetlng

on 6 March 1951, - It ig based on questlonnalres igsued by the

. United Nations Relief and Works ngency for Palestine Refugees

‘to the 84,000 heads of refugee families (representing a total of
840,000 persons) in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
..These questionnaires ("fact~ sheetsﬁ) solliclted information

on varlous data Oof interest to the Agenoy, such as femily slze,
'place of orlgln rellglon ete. Cne of .the questions requested a

geheral statement on the property allegedly.. abandohed by. the. refugees
in Israel. Wo.proof or documentation of the claims was: required,
Accordlngly, many of the replies were vague and general. Refugees

:often did not specify the nature of land.claimed, ahd mor¥e often -

only vaguely described 1t as "fruitéland“;without:saying whether 1t
was eitrus, olive or orchard land, |

Claims to buildings were algo in many cases vaguely expressed,
"Houses" were claimed as prop@rty without any SpeclflcatanWNhether
they were wmud-huts, metal structures or stone bulldlngs. aowever,
in most casges the clalmants gave the number of rooms of the buildings

olalmed

Statlstlcal Sneets

In order to bllolt tho maximum amount of informaticon from these
questionnhaires, random samples totalling 6,400 (ten per cent of the

. entira, \ageregate) were established. The answers referring to

abandonod property were transferred to "Statistical Sheets" (sample
attached to this report). These "Statistical Sheets" list the
claimant's place of origin, the number. and- type of buildings clalmed
and the area and type of land claimed.,. The claims to land. property
are listed ‘in thrue ‘different columns.""cultivated land", "arbor

“‘land" and "other land" ‘The latter column lists urben or building

land and land not Spbclfied_ A soparate column in the "Statistical



Sheets" lists the number of refugee families making no claim to
abandoned property.

Summary Sheetg

| The data garnered in the "Stﬁtlstloﬂl Sheets" were then
transfbrrod to "Summary Sheets", each of them comprising the claimg
‘made by 100 heads of famllles. (A samplc of Ja tSummary Sheet" is
attached to uhlS:¢Op0rt) ' In the Summary Shoots, the answers
obtained were broken down 1nto nore Speolflo data: one-room houses
ahd shops werg lig tod separately ns well as the. total number of
room-units’ O;“lmOd 1 column "Industrial Structures® lists bulldings
spocified ns non-residential, such as Work shops mllls garages,
wanufacturing structures , eto, iﬁ‘sub -aplumn undor the headlng of
nirbor land" lists the number of dunums spuq1fled es oltrus land
And ‘Bnother-éblumn’ llsts ‘tho numbur of dunums Sprlflbd a8 building
1and 1n the ”Stﬂtlﬂthﬂl Shcets"”

. é&muﬂgu&% |

o The sqmp*<* of one hindred could notibe regarded As fépr@sent-
ative, the mazimua apd minimum data differing as mah rs thirfy-£ive per
~ cont from the medinn. ‘Random samples of two hundred were then
_‘”compllod with a better but. still unsatisfqotory'rcuult¢ The
‘lux1mum mlnlmqm devintions were still- gixteen por cent:- The- nbxt
_“stup - brlnglng the samples up-te four hundred = broufht a StﬂtlSth'*

’ally s“tlsfnctory result: wmaximum-snd minimum data devie tud no more

. thﬂ ulght per cent from the.median, .- -~ " . ‘
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On the basis of thbS@ rcprbsuntatlve samolcs the follow1ng

results wers obtnlned '

(A) © Mumbor of olﬂlms , : _

" : Thlrt\~fyur per ceht af’the 8*,000 rofugee families
(28,600 families) claim no property whatsoever; the remaining
sixty-six per cent {(5%;400: Frnilde; ) elaim oither buildings or E

. Land or both,. : o
B (b)_ Houses O Tt I VR

;’”':. Ownershlp of housos is clqlmud by %9, 500 fmilics @ﬁfhymlﬁne

per cent of tho ‘total 8%,000 refugee families in .Jorddn).
'  Brokun dovn 1nto categorlpu, these claims are 'as followu
7,500 fWMll es claim .....7,500 one-room houses ... 7,500 ‘Fooms

'.*3 OOO ot vi.,&Q,OOOnhouses (average =
| - .3.8 .rooms}~150,500.roomns

-+ 49,000 families © . ' 7,500 héus@g" ' o 158,000 rooms




(¢} ~ Indistrial Strudtures and Shops:

The total number of‘"industrial structures" claimed by
all refugees in Jordqn is 531. The total number of shops
is 4,150, - | - |

(d) Land: | 4
The total of land claimed by the 595, 400 cla 1mants
(sixty-six per cent of Lhe 84,000 fﬁml;luS)‘iS‘s 508, 540 dunums,
- Broken down into ootuvorlcs these land claims are ag follows:

"Oultivated land" .. ......... 2,000,000 dunums (56 5 per family)
Citrus land ......... . 138,000 " (2 " L
Obher Arbor 1and ........... 315,000 " 5.1 oy
Building land .......... e 5,540 " (0 LA ) |
"0ther" land (not specified) 1,050,000 (18 9 per family)

3,508,540 dunums (63 per family)

(o) Classes of Land Claimants: .
The class dlstrlbutlon among the refugocs olalmlng land, is

ag followS‘

42,600 Familied ,.. 76.7 per 100 ... ¢laim 1esS'than 63 dunums

8,:00 " . Lo x83 0w o, claim 63 . to 200 dunums

?,Egoj. . .., 7,8 " " ... claim 200 - 2,000 dunums :
- 110 " Ce.. 0,2 M ".,.. claim more than 2,000 . dunams -

55,400 families . 100 per 100

Observutlons

It must be noted that the. claims on which the survey is, based
were unoheoked and not documented

Land Claimsg :

‘ The area of ”oultlvatod l°nd" citrus land =and arbor land "
claimed by refugees in Jordan amounts to 2, 153,000 dunums which,
according to the lmtest data published by the:Jewish fgency,. i
constitutes more than the total ampunt of land now under cultivation |
by Jewish farmers. However, bthe same publication (Jewish ‘gency
Digest of 30 March 1951) states thnt "since the establishment of
the State, the land under cultivatlon by Jewlsh farmers has
increased from 550,000 dunums to 2,300,000 dunums,  Tue publloﬂtlon
does not say how the additional L, 750,000 :dunums have accrued.

The game official publication alsc states that the latest development
plan of the Jewish Agency inm Israel "includes the expenditure of
soventy million dollars fob the purchage of cwo million dynums of
1and most of which is abandoned Arab property™. The statement
further reveals that "about 2,500,000 dunums are now in the possession
of the Jewish National Fund in comparigon with the 950,000 dunums




d4n—

at the creation of the State"™, Here again the orlgln of the
additional 1,550,000 dunums is not. stated However the statement
that "most of'" the two mllllon dunume to be purohased under-the
new 7plan is "abandoned Arab property”; permits the assumption
that the Arab property not already disposed of, may Stlll exceed
two million dunums,

Another official Israeli statement, however throwe‘light oh the
origin of those one million and a half dunums, In addltlon this
'statement reveals that Israeli. authorities estlmate the total area
of "abandoned” Arab land in Israel. to be mors than four mllllon
idunums an order of maghitude quite comparable to the one 1ndloated
by the present survey, The statement referred to, wae made by
‘Mr, Joseph Jeitz, member of the Board-of -Directors of the Jewish
National Fund at a press confersnce in Jerusalem on BllJanuary 1951
and reported in the Jewish Agenoy Digest of 2 February. The relevant
peragraph of the report reads: »

"Mr, Weltz said that the TN F had purohaeed about
1,100,000 out of a total of more than four million
duhums of cultivable abanhdoned Arab land".,.

Ahother factor, on Whlch an-evaluation of -the preeent survey
may be based, is the average acreage owned by Arabs stlll in Israel.
;coordlng to official Israell stetlstlos the ”ruraluﬁrab,populatlon"
in Israel fumbers 123,250, OF this number 19,000 are classified
by the Israeli hinistry of Agrioultore as "Arab refugees in Israel",
19,240 as "farmers lacking sufficient 1sAd who seek employment in
the tOWne 85,227 gre: .clagsificd as "earnlng thelr llVlng by the
cultivation of land", Also eccording to official Israeli statemente .
the "rural Arabs® in Israel own 1,300,000 dunhums of land of* whloh
500,000 dunums are oons1dered "fit ﬂorgoultlvatlon".‘ (Jew1sh Agenoy
Digest Yo, 29, 1951) | ‘ e ‘

The 85 277 Ar ebs in Israel "oarnlng their living by the
cultivation of lang" oorrcspond -according to the dccepted ratio,
to- ﬂl'”’o famllles. On the basxe of above flguree, the average
land-holding of such = famlly 1s 69 dunums, their average proporty
of "land fit for oultlvatlon" is 22 dunums, It will: be notod that
the figure for land (69 dunums)'corresponds very closely to the
average refugee claii (63 dunume) ‘There is, however, a notable
difference between the uvorage refugoe claim to arable land
(44 dunums) and the average acreage of "land 'fit for ooltlvatlon"
owned by lrabs now in Israel (Ba,dgqums) This dlsoropanoy may
Perhaps be partly OXlelnud by the fact that the claimant's
definition of "cultlvated lond"'and the Israeli Deportmont of
hgrloulture dtflnltlon of ”land fit for oultlvatlon" are at Varlance.



Houding Claims

Aocordlng to the "Survey of Palestine™, the average density
of houging dmohg Palostinian AprAbs was threé persons per room.
This would ambunt to 113,000 rooms for the 340,000 refugees in
Jordan as against 158,000 rooms olalmcd Of course, not all the
refugees have lived in self-owned or Arab-owned houses. But fLrab
living standarddg in the area which is now Israel, were higher than
ih the rost of qubstln@ and houSLng loss congested there, which
fact may partially acoount for the claim to a total of 158,000
room~unitsi
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