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Addendum to
- Defindtion of a "Refugee!. : L
urder paragraph 11 of the General Agsenmbly Resolutlon
of 11 December 19,8

" (prepared by the Legal Adviser)

Durirg the meeting ab which the definition of & Urefugee! was discussed, the
members of the Commission expressed a desire for certain points relating to that
definition to be clarified, In'this connection, ‘the question was raised of the
appiieéﬁibn éf‘the.éthniéél criferion on which fhe definitiéh of & Palestine
ref@gae was based, and of the:protection of the interests of & category of people
Qho‘w6u1d nct be considered as refugees in the event of that criterion being
aﬁcepﬂéd; \

. In‘coﬁnoction wlth the'fifsﬁ‘poinﬁ, it is'widely knowr that the overwhelming
majoriiy‘df those ﬁhb tdbk‘refuge in the Arab countries are of Arab origin and
poééessed Palesﬁiniéh‘ditiZGnship on 29 November 1947,  In practice; therefore,
the question is to determine the status of a small non-Arab minority which in the
31931 census was plaocd in the category of “Othurs” ‘a5 opposed to the category of
"Arabs!, in whlch all Arabs belonglng o e Palestlne Arab community, or who
considered themselves as'bélonging to that éommuﬁity; were placed,

| This minority can be divided into two distinct éategories;

1., Those who have retained their Palestinian citizenship.

2. Those Who acquired another mationality after 29 November
1947,. either by resuming their- former ratiomality or
by becoming naturalized citizens of a country in which
they have‘racial ties with the ma?ority of the pqpulation.

The se two categories of persons have one thing in common, that is, that they
were not included in the Palestin@ Arab cqmmunity'as a result of the étatements '

which they made %o the census of ficials in the 1931 censﬁs, thus showing that they
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possessedna‘ natlonal consm.ousness other than an Airab national consciousness.

This rational consclousness, omn which the determination of ethnical origin is
'bésed, might have been Greek, Turkish, Armenian or other,  Furthermore, a
zﬁanjfestation of this national consciousness has been the resumption of previous
:n'ationality, or the acquisition of a new nationality by reason of racial ties

with the majority of the population of another country. Those who have been able
to change their pcrsqm_f sﬁl’ba_a,tiis; j..,nnth is way :'?h'a{re become foreigners from the

point of view of the Statevof‘léra'el and must be considercd as such by that State
and therei‘dro be trgated there as foreig,ﬁers according to the principles of
J_nterndtlonal Law., h H

v*xs I‘ngr’ds thbsc who have not acqulred, or who have not been able to
acquire, a foreign mtionality or whose forelgn natlonallty thus acquired is
que,stloned by tho Israel author it i 185, thcy would cont inue to belong to minorities
in Israel, minorities for whon oertain fundamental rights have been recognized
by the‘ General Assembly, In pa‘rticula'r, they would enjoy the right to return
ard to dispose freely of their property, as belonging to a‘ non~Aré.b minérity
in Israel, Tlm propbrty which they mlg,ht posesss in Israbl could not be
disposed oi‘, as in the case of the property of Arab rbfugues who do not w:t.sh to
return to their homes,

The foregoing oonaidersrf;ioﬁs would appéar to take into accoﬁnt the concern
expresscd by the members of the Commission reganrdlm3 the protoctlon of the
1nterest5 of a small minority of non-rab Palc,stlnlans. The rights of these
persons will be gueranteed respectively by the principles of intermational law
and by the relevant prov:Lsa.ons of the appropriate General ./xssunbly resolutions,

However, with a view to expandlng the ethmcal criterion on which the
suggested definition is based, a text interpreting the term Yof Arab origin'
might be considered useful, It would enabie non-arabs who have n;St acquired
a foreign natiomality to express an Arab national consciousness and thus to be
included in the definition of refugees, 1n the event, however, of the mrties

coreerned belrg prepared to accept the consequences of such an expression of



their wishes,
This Article might be drafted as follows:
The term nof Ardk”;”origin” appearing in the foregolng Articles
relates to persons belonging to the Palestire Arab community and

- to those who are considered or who consider themselves as belong-
ing to that community.
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In the light of the foregoing considerations, the amended definition of a

refugee might read as follows :

Are to be consldered as refugees under paragraph 11 of the Gereral Assembly
resolution of 11 Decembef 1948 persons of Arab origin who, after 29 November 1947,
left territory at present under the control of the Israel authorities and who were
Palestinian cit izenls at that date.

Are also to be considered as refugees under the said paragraph stateless
persons of  Arab origin who after 29 November l%,’? left the aforementioned
territory, where they had been settled up to that date. |

Persons who have resumed their original mationality or who have acquired
the mtionality of a country in which they have racial ties with the majority of
the population are not covered by the provisions of the above paragraphs of
this Artiecle, Tt is understood that the majority of the said population should

not be an Arab majority,
Article 2

The following shall be considered as covered by the provisions of Article

1 above :

1. Persons of Arab origin who left the said territory after
6 August 1924 amd before 29 November 1947 and who at
that latter date were Palestinian citizens;

2. Persons of Arab origin who left the territory in question
before 6 August 192) and who, having opted for Palestinian
citirenship, retained that citizenship up to 29 November

1947,



' Article 3__ .

The ‘téra "of Arab origin' appearing in’the fofegoing irticles relates to
persons belonging to the Palestine irab’commmnity and: to those who are considered

or who consider themselves &s belonging to that community.
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