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The Coriciliation Commission, although not officially seized 
0:f the question, has 'foIlowed with interest, and concern the 
recent developments in'thc: 'demilitarized zone between Israel 
an; S:yria, hearing in mind its instructi.ons from the General 
Assembljr to assist the Governments and authorities concerned 

to achieve a final settlement of all' questions outstanding 
between them, 

AS this part$'Cular question outstanding between Israel and 

Syria is at presetit being handled by the Security Council and 
the Chief of 'Staff of the Truce Supervision Organization, it 
was not placed on the Commission's agenda, 'but the members of 

the C ommios ion,sepnrately and together, took steps to keep 

themselves informed of the. situation and thus to ensure that 
the'assistance of th<< Commission would be available if and when 

'required,; . .I 

'Among the steps taken in that direction were various 

informal discussions be.tween members of the commission and 
officials of the governments concerned and an informal ccnversa- 

5 
tion, on 3‘Kay, between the members pf the Commission and the 

Actin'P; Chief of Staff with!the object of gainin? information 
on the background and the political implications of the Syria- 

Israel' crisis,., which,the Acting Chief of Staff has'termed a 

iygr'aveyy: one.. 

In that connection, the members of the Commission also 
I ,.. 

studieda Note prepWed bg:tbc Principal Secretary (~/655 

,dra'win,g their nttent?on to aspects of the Israel-Syrian incidents 
/ 

which were of interest,,ta the Commission, and an Addendum to 

:. I I 



that note (v~/~$/ADD.~) setting forth the pertinent texts of 

rcsoll!tions of the Gr:nerc?.l Assembly and the Security Council. 

~ht- comr;lission might wish to formulate ccrtqin general 

conclusions reached by its members in the course of the informa?- 

steps outlined above, , Such conclusions) it is suggested, might 

includ;: the following : 

1. It is dd'sir:iblc that the ,closest ~possible lii?i.son be 

m:\int;lined or're-estnlslisht~d between the Commission <and the 
Chief of St?ff of the 'rrUc$ Supervision Organ,ir;r2tion, keeping 

in mind the: 3::curitg Councilresolution of .ll August 1949, 
which provides ,thnt the Com??i:; :;ion be informed by the Chief of 

Stzff of nil developments affecting its work, 

2. Incidents between Israel 'and her neighbours,, arising 
out of the General Armisticr P+Treements, might ponsibly nssume 
proportions or involve politic:Ll. hspects beyond the scope of 
the A~ree'matn themselves. It is therefore necl,ssary for the 
Commission to watch dt:pelopments carefully so as to be in c?. 
position to dc;cid.e :\t T given moment whether such developments 

mzkt-, it ~di>sir~~hle for tihe Commission to offer its assistnnce 
to the pr?rties with,:: view to the solution of this outstanding 

> question, 

3 / * the Commission is deeply conscious of the fact that 
the Gener;Jl $,rmisticc ,hgreements, concluded in the spring and 
summer of :g/+g, were; envisaged not ~1.5 permanent instruments 
but 3s instruments %O fn.cilitr?te the transition from .the 
present truce to permanent ptxce iri.P;AestineVV - R, task which 
hns been entrusted $0 the Conciliation Commission by the Genera: 
Assembly - and thnt the‘provj.si.ons of these Armistice AcreementF 
htve'been P'dictgted exclusively by military, and not by 
pblitical considerntions.vY 

41 in view of the factors'outlined in parag&phs 2 and 3 
above, the Commission recopnizes th:!t developments arising 
out of the implemcnta,ti.on~ of the Armistice Apreements might 
Atrnny time in the future indicnte the desirability of 
stipplementing one or other of the Armistice flgreemonts by 
engagements dictated not exclusively by military, but also -- 
by political considerntions, It also notes that the Armistice 
&reements themselves provide for the possibility of revision 



-3- 

by mutual consent of the parties. 

5. The Cm-mission cms'iders th.3.t under its terms of 
reference it is bound to hold itself in rezdiness at any time 
to offer its nssist;mce to the parties if qny of these contin- 

f";encie~ should arise nnd to propose to them meAns of reinforcing 
the existin? lgreements by the introduction of machinery 
dcsigncd to trike into account political as well RS militCqry 

con.sidLr~ation~ 
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