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I+ Number of Refugees to be Repatriated or Resettled '

After: conferrlng with the three orgdnlzatlons whlch
distribute Uniited Natlons rellef (L@ague of Red Cross o
Societies, which distributes in the Lebanon, byrla and
Transjordan; International’ Gommlttee of the Red Cross
which distributes ir Palestine with the bxceptlonvof the
Gaza area; and the Quakers, who dlstrlbute in the GaLa .
aroa) Mr, Grlffls Director of the Unlted Natlons Rellef
for Palestine Rofugecs, found thdt ‘the probdble flgure for
refugees rece1v1ng relief'ls 910, OOO. The dlstrlbutlng
organizations stated that they had done}thelr best to ex-
clude "phony" refu@ées.“&his figure; whibh was esfablished
as a result of a count takén by the three organlzatlons
does not include the rcfugees in Iraq (apparbntly by OOO)
for whom: the Government of Iraq takes sole rospon51blllty.

The above flgure can be broken down as follows

' Lebanon =~ 130 ooo;
Csyria 785,000
" Trandjordan 100,000

Palestine (ex-
cept the Gaza area) 385,000

Gaza area ., .. 210,000 .




The figure gﬁven by the Governmenb of Israel, in
ks memorandum is 530,000, It is obvious, however, that
it 1s in the 1nterest of that Government to under-estimate
the number of refugees." o i

Pending the p0881b111ty of undertaklng a detailed
and accurate 1nqu1ry, the Comm1581on could safely assume
that the number of refuwees to be repatrlated or resettled
(in.Palestine or:--elsewhere) amounts to approximately
650;OOOA~‘In mY'view¢~it should be recognized that "refugses™
considered as such byrthe'relief organizations,,inolude
persons whose humeseare:infﬁrab areas:otcupied by the irab
forces aﬁd in particular in - all the villages.neer'the.
military lines,

Further, a certain number of. refugees are alrneady.
progressively filtg?ing\intb!therlife'andaeconemy of the.
countrisg in which they=areﬂnowfliving,7and-mhis'tendenCy
will certainly increase as time goes ony’

I do not need to-stress that. this is only a rough
and. prov151onal estimate),’ but it will.suffice toi:give the
Commission a preliminary idea of .the scope of. the problems
to'bezsolved;-and in particular of the amount of  land and
capital needed for the economic and social rehabilitation
of the refﬁgeea,-above all of the rural settlers,

It will be shown later in this paper that the Arab
population of Palestine was.divided‘as'follows:

Urbanx~ *36%
Rural - 64A
The 650 OOO refugees to be repatrlated or resettled

would therefore fall 1nto the following two groups:

/ Urban



o3

Urban refugees 235,000

Rural refugees 415,000

Total number of 650,000
refugees

It is,%?ﬁer?Stinggﬁg“pomparéwthe%é*figures with
the following‘estimqtsswdrawn up on 31 December 1946 and
published in June 1947 by the Government of Palestine in
the "Supplement to QAE:Survey of Palestine.”

Arab Populatidn of Palestine

Moslems \Christians Total
Towns 329,000 116,000 445,000
Country 748,000 29,000 777,000
Total 1,077,000 145,000 . 1,222,000

(The 60,000 nomadic Arabs are not 1ncluded in

these flgurus) )

The follo%ing_figures, quoted . from the same source,
show the Arab population (Moslems and Christians) of the

various sub-districts of Palestine.



1) Sub-districts occupied by Israel

"7‘.‘safad‘ " 18,940 -
Ckere . 62,930
Tiberias 26,410
Beisan 17,340
“Nazareth - -~ 41,930
,.Haifég.;umwwmuigggégo‘
Jagfa 113;770

Beersheba 7,210
Total Arab popula-
tion of these 448,210
sub-districts

2) Sub-districts entirely occupied
by the Arabs

Jenin © 61,210
Nablus 94,370
Ramallah - 431930
Total Arab popula-
tion of these 204,510
sub-districts

3)‘Sub~district§ occupied partly by Israel
and partly by the Arabs

Tulkarm 77,020
Jerusalem 150,590
Hebron 92,810
Ramleh 113,770
Gaza 147,000
Toval Arab populaw , '
tion of these 581,190

sub-districts
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L'”fIf oﬂeildoké 5£ £he:maplsHowing the present military
poSition 1t w1ll be seen that 1t 15 not con51derably wrong
to say that the populatlon of these sub~districts is almost
equally distributed between the:areas occupied by Israel and
the aféas occupied by tﬁe Arébs. lThiS being so, thére would
be approx1mately 290 OOO Arabs whose homes are in urab~
occupled areag_in these sub dlStrlCtS. 1 ; H‘ ) -

Finally, there would be 448,000 plus 290,000 arabs
whose homes are in Israeli-~occupied areas of Palestine,
maklng a total of 738,000,

- Compared with this total, the flgure of 650,000 Apab
refugees to be repatriated to Israel or to be.resettled else-
where would 'seem to be 'a reasonable estimate,

Of these 650,000 refugees, 64%, that is 410,000, are
4n all probability rural settlers, .. The problem of land must

therefore be solved (in Israel or elsewhere) in respect to

approximately 400 ,000. rural settlers.

+ It is doubtless impossible at. present to ask the
refugees which of them wish .and which do'not wish to' peturn
home, Such a question would be superfluous as regards those
coming from the "parts of Palestine which will remain ‘Arab,
and therefore a‘"plebiscite"'of this kind'could%only‘be -
thought of after the- dellmltatlon of frontleru, and the
Comm1551on cannot offlclally preJudge the frontlers. Further-
more , if one v151ts the refugee camps and 1nterrogates the
refugees, they all dec;are that they wish to return home, an
attitude which ‘can be: explained by the following factors:-

- the innate feelings of every human beihg;

-~ the wretched p081tlon both material and moral
of the refugees;
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oo s= o the moral and political pressure that 'is being
put on them owing to thelr collectlve eXLotence

- ’thelr 1gnorance (or pretended 1gnorance) of the
. changes t hat have .taken place in - Israel since-
thelr departure

- thelr conv1ctnon that they can always ultlmately
, glve up the .idea of returning, when and if -
' another solutlon 1s offered to them.

IT ipproximate Amount of Land and Capital Necessary ‘for
the Resettlement of tOO OOO Rurel Settlers

The study outllned below is made w1thout preJudlce
to the questlon whether all or some of the 400 OOO Arab
refugee rural ecttlers comlng from the parts of Palestlne
*“under Tsraeli oceupatlon w1ll or w1ll not go home.‘;vf”

The purpose of thls study lS merely to caloulate
what the resettlement of tOO 000 rurel eettlers 1n Mlddle
'EEastern countrlee means 1n terms of lend and money. It
rnced not be etressed that the estlmates glven are approxl~
mete ones.'l S ) | »

In order to olarlfy the p081tlon, let us flrst teke;
some statlstlce relatlng to Syrla, a country whose agrl~
'ﬂcultural Condltluns are obv1ouely far 1nferlor to those of
Egypt but muoh superlor to those of TranSJordan theSe

’etatlstlcs therefore elve a sort of average plcture of

present condltlons 1n the Arab Mlddle East

 Syria
* Total populationt g 880 000 1nhab1tants
CAgrdcultural populationl.:z 000,000 oM
Gultivable area . .. = .53,000 square kilometres
Gultivated area 15,000 " "
Irrlgable area | MHV: 6,000 " "
Irrigated area o l,éOO‘f dA.M‘ "

/ Density
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Density of populatlon 17 1nhab1tants to thb square
kilometre., =~

‘These figures show that, for the rural population
"2 1illion inhabitants) thére are lS;OOO“équare'kildﬁetres
‘of ‘cultivated land (only a quarter ‘of which Is irrigated)
that ‘is, about 7 dunums for -each rurdl’'irhabitant.

It' will be recalled that the programme’ of Kemal -
'“*A%atufkTS'"PéopleWs’Party”'enviéagéd'l‘dunumvof“irrigated
““land per family (i.e. for four or five inhabitants))

This being o, it*will be admitted that, for the '
resettlement of the refugees, it will suffice to allow for
one dimun-of irrigsted: land-foreach individual, i.e.,
40,000 hectares of irrigated land for 400,000 individuals.

It will be noted' thas L0, OOO"héEtares merely re-
present a square, one side of which is 65 kilometres long.
It is not an area of any con51derable size.

‘Such'an area of land ¢an” easily be found in any of
" the Arab countries of the 'Near Bast:” In Egypt one would
have a superfluity of possible choices: In Iraq the *
Bbvious ééieétibn»would“be the fegién of the Lake of
Habaitieh; in Palestine) the Jordan valley, In Syria, the
" choice would bé between the Héms’fegibn, the Gharb’fégibn

(théfOfonté iﬁ the ﬁéigﬁbbfhbod of Masyaf)’ and the regzion

g the Euphrates and its trlbutary, the Khabour,

" “Hach of theése areas"coulﬂ'élone’&béorb'bO0,000 rural
séttlers, provided that the necessary irrigation is carried
out, since a Sqﬁareiareé;'Ohé side of which is 65 kilometres
long, would suffice, that is, a bbmparatiVéIy'émall”aréé”of

" land,
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'InhEgypt (18 mllllun 1nhnb1tants) no real technical
orop}en*yonlg_neve to pe_solved,vbut it is. probdble that
_one would be confronted with unwavering_government opposi-
tlon onggrounds of prlnolple. The same would probably be
the case in Iraq (whlch is not faced with any aotual
pressnre,elnce ;tvonly shelters 4,000 refugeee).

The Lebancn must_be excluded, since it sends a large
number of emigrants overseaevevery year. Furthermore, the
high‘density of population in the iebanon isvshown‘in the
‘comparatlve table below |

Inhabltants Lo the Sguare Kllometre

Lebanon 103
Syria é 17
Transjordan L
Iraq 10

Politioel motives combined with economio considera-
tions (according to which one'should nov putvall one's eggs
in‘the same basket‘ but at the same time not scatter the
funds available over too largt a number of projects) will
no doubt lead to the adoptlon of the principle of carrying
two prOJeots into effect, one in the Jordan Valley and the
other in Syria. 4s rebards Syrla afttr a study of the
technlcal data and after hearlnr the v1ews of the Government
one of the three above mentlontd areas would have to be
selected (probebly the Homs reglon where the sugar beet
‘“culture and 1ndustry are in the process of b01n5 developed

£

w1th Government Support) | |
4
"It seems to be of 1nterest to oalculate the approx1—

3

mate amount of capital necessary for the resettlement of

/ 400,000
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400, OOO rural settlers, rs"ardless of where they ‘would
actually settles o S

This calculation willhns:mage on a very modest
basis, since there can be no question of installing the
refugees in conditions much superior to those in which
the.aVerage‘inhabitants of Arab countries live,

Irrigation necessitates, in these countriss, about
half a litre nef second per hsctare; i.e, 20,000 litres
‘per second (or ZO’cubic metres per second) for 40,000
heétares. Tho cost of the primary and sedondary 1rr1¢ation
canals, on thlS ba51s, would amount to approx1mately 70
million Syrlan puuhds. o

The cost of bulldlng homes can be calculabed for
elthnr conCrets houses or houses bullt of mud 1n the
primitive local.way.

For: concrets houses; al lowance must be made for 30
squara‘metres per famlly (at_go Syrlan ponnas‘psr square
metre, i.ev 1,200 pounds per family). ‘ This WOuld repre-
sent 120 mllllon Syrlan pounds for lOO 000 familles, a
flgure whlch appears to be prohlbltlve. T
v‘. | For mud houses, allowance must be’ made for 50 square
metrss per famlly (at lO Syrlan pounds per square metre,
i.e} SOO pounds per famlly and 50 million Syrlan pounda for
lOOVOOO famllles)

| Flnally, the famllles must be able to live durlno '
the perlod when the 1rr1vatlon network is being developed.
Thls process w1ll be spread out over a period of two years,
:Accordlngly, on the avarage 100 , 000 families will have to

be provided w1th the means of subsmstance for one year whlch

/ on
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¢t the basis of 1500 Syrian pounds per family per year,.

would amount to the expenditure of 150 million Syrian pounds.

Summarﬁ 3 )
Svrién.Poﬁﬁds‘;
Cost of irrigation | | 7Q‘miilidn
éost of housing | ’ “ 50'miiliqn

Sutsistance of families 150 million

Total 270 million

»

Tc sum up, 80 million U.S, dollars must be, collected
{100 millicn if it is wished to be more generous).  It. .
would not appear to be impossible to.collectrthis sum: if-
the fillowing scurces are drawn on;-

- a‘payment Uy Israel in respect to the purchase
of land abandoned by the refugee rural settlers;

- & cuntrivution from the Arab‘States;

~ 2 gift from the United Nations or from Member
States (un the lines of the contribution pro- .
vided for the E.R.P.!, B

¥

- & lean from the International Bank fop |
' Reeonstruction and Development,

I stress onee more that the above figures are calcu-
lated on the basis of 400,00Q rural settlers to.be resettled;
they would therefore decrease in proportion to the measure
in which Israel agzrees (er is obliged to~agree).t§,take Qack

a larger or smaller number of refugees.. The figures given

LaTe e N 3 + e & ‘
ateve are maximum fizures; they. are caleulated on the most
‘unfavorable assumpticns for the return of the. refugees,
. 5k .

It should te noted that the categories of. refugees

other than rural settlers, namely owners of landed.

) broperty,
employees, civil servants, |

tradesmen,‘artisans,_members of

/ liberal
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liberal professions, do not raise the same problems as
those discussed above, In their case,.there is the pro-
blem of the purchase.of their property by the Government
of Israel, and the problem of the assistance that'phe
local governments‘Would have to furnish to needy persons
during a short perlod and cn a ducrta51nw scale, in .order
that they speedlly face the prOSpeot of taking their place
in the :conomlc life, where necessary in positions inferior
to those which they formerly enjoyed, This would entail a
rigorous but inescapable reclassification (or raﬁher‘demo;
tion).

It need not be streosed that the carrylng into ef~
fect of a mass retuzn of refugees to. thelr homes - an
eventuality Whlch is so muclh to be de81red - would do away

with or lessen all the dlfflcultles discussed above,

J. TALLEC



] Qe

Table of Equivalents_of Agrarian Measurements

1

A dunum: 919 square metres

A metric dunum: - 1000 square metres

An.are: _: :l Square dunﬁm = lOO square metres

A hectare:- 100 ares = l0,000 squére metres = 2% adres‘u

oo ‘ : o - 10 dunums
An acre: = 4,000 square metres - 2/5 hectares - 4 dphums
A-dunum: = 1,000 square metres - 1/10 hectares - % acres

A square kilometre: = 100 square hectares - 10,000 square
dunums = 1,000,000 square metres

A4 square kilometre: 100 hectares (hareé) = 250 acres =
- 1,000 dunums ' ' |

1 mile: =+ 1,6 kilometres

1 square mile equals 2,5 square kilometres



