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Mr. Chairman,

Mr. President of the General Assembly,
Mr. Secretary-General

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentiemen

On behalf of the African Union Commission, allow me, at the outset, to
express the Commission’s deepest gratitude to you, Mr. Chairman for steering the
work of this important Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People for the promotion of the just cause of the people of Palestine.

Today marks another day in the history of our collective commemoration of
The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. Today, as usual,
our statements will project a strong spirit of unity and solidarity for the
Palestinian People but the true test of our unity remains the scrupulous
implementation of Security Council Resolution 242(1967) as a basis for achieving
and just, viable and lasting solution. The date of 29 November is meaningful to
the Palestinian People. On this day, in 1947, the General Assembly adopted
resolution 181 which partitioned the territory known as the Mandate for
Palestine into two states; one Jewish and one Arab.

The African Union believes that the road to a lasting solution is not an
event but a process and has spared no efforts to remain firm and consistent in its
position taken at successive African Union Summits. Accordingly, at its Summit
held in luly last year, African leaders, amongst other aspects, reaffirmed its full
support for the peaceful resolution of the Arab-israeli conflict in accordance with
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the principles of international law and all relevant United Nations resolutions to
ensure the establishment of an independent Palestinian State to the Palestinian
people in their legitimate struggle while further reaffirming support to the Two-
State solution as the only viable option for peaceful co-existence between the
State of Palestine and Israel.

" The African Union Assembly of Heads of State in its decision
EX.CL/Dec.652(XIX}) also called upon Member States, especially those Members of
the United Nations Security Council, to support the Palestinian efforts to obtain
full membership to the UN for the State of Palestine based on the 1967 lines with
East lerusalem as its capital and urged all Member States which have not yet
done so to recognize the State of Palestine to do so as soon as possible.

African leaders also expressed concern over the continued suspension of
contributions to UNESCO which constitutes unwarranted punishment to the
Palestinian People, particularly innocent children and further called on those UN
Member States concerned to rescind their decision and resume contributions for
continuation of UNESCO programmes.

Monsieur le Président,

Les différentes decisions des Sommets de {'Union Africaine que nous
venons d'evoquer demontrent bien que, de I'Organisation de I'Unité Africaine
(OUA) hier a I'Union Africaine(UA) aujourd'hui, l'engagement de |'Afrique en
faveur de la satisfaction des droits nationaux inaliénables du peuple palestinien ,
y compris son droit “a la création de son Etat indépendant avec Jerusalem comme
Capitale , a été et demeure une position politique procédant tout autant d'un
devoir naturel de solidarité que de la fidelité des peuples africains & leur propre
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d'avril 2003 elaboree par le Quartet, de l'initiative de Généve de Décembre 2003,
des conclusions du Sommet de Sharm el Sheikh du 8 février 2005, du Plan de
desengagement unilatéral israélien de Ghaza de 2005 et de la Declaration
d'Anapolis de novembre 2007 qui a officialise pour la premiere fois le reglement
du conflit israelo palestinien par le recours au principe de la solution de deux
Etats separés.

Au surplus, la communauté internationale est regulierement le témoin
impuissant d'événements qui concourent a entretenir la tension et a provoquer

I'escalade.
Monsieur le President,

Nous sommes parfaitement conscients de la complexité des difficultés i
surmonter pour régles le conflit israelo-palestinien et creér les conditions d'une
paix juste, equitable et durable dans la région . En méme temps, la situation
actuelle étant intenable et ne servant les intéréts bien compris d'aucune partie,
un sursaut salutaire de la communauté internationale est necessaire et opportun
pour amorcer une dynamique et eliminer les sequelles de la guerre afin d'induire
un changement decisif qui engagera résolument la région dans la voie de la paix
avec toutes les exigences et dans toutes les dimensions.

Mr. Chairman,

This afternoon, the General Assembly will consider the “Status of Palestine
in the United Nations” On this specific issue, while lending their support, the
African Leaders in their Declaration on Palestine adopted at the July Summit this
year, underscored that the membership of the United Nations is a right to be
enjoyed by all sovereign states and that the membership of the United Nations
and all its programmes and agencies is part of the peace process.

As we speak, human suffering, violence and mistrust which have long dominated,
continue to dominate Palestinian-Israeli relations. Our overwhelming show of
solidarity today must translate into tangible results on the ground, in the region
and, at the level of the United Nations.




The African Union remains committed and resolute in its solidarity with
the People of Palestine towards the achievement of the Two State solution. The
pivotal role of the United Nations Security Council, the General Assembly and this
Committee cannot be overemphasized.

_ I thank you.




