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United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palesting on 14 June |
1949 and givgn 1ts terms of reference (aunex i), After
preparatory work and preliminary contacts, the Technical
Comnittee set up its headquarters and began its field work
on 22 June 1949 in Jerusalem. After seven weeks in the
field the Committee returned to Lausanne on 12 August to
report to the Conciliation Commission.
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- ON REFUGEES
TO THE CONCILIATION. COMMISSION

CREATION OF THE TECLNICAL COMMITTER
The Technical Committee on Refugees was establshed by the

OUTLING OF WORKING PLAN FOLLOWED BY THE TECENICAL COMMITTEE

A.  Preliminary contacts were made with.the Governments

of Egypt, the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom, Lebanon, Syria
and'Isréel, and with the authorities of these Governments
charged with resbongibility for refugees and their problems,
Authorities cancerned with public planning and publlc works

 were interviewed and requested to submit plans for work

relief projects of an immediate and long-range nature which
could give employment to refugees.

B. The Technical Committee established a close working
relationship with the United Nations Relief for Palestine
Refugees (UNRPR) and this collaboration resulted in concrete
pronosals from the UNRER with respect to financing and
supervising a census of Arab refugees in the Middle East,
The Technical Committee also had meetings with the Middle
East representative of the United Nations Children
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and met with the representative

of the World Health Organigzation (WHU).

C. Close and frequent contact was maintained with the
three relief organizations: the American Friends
Service Committee (AFSC), the International Red Cross
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Committee (IRCC), the League of Red Cross

Societies (LRCS), by means of formal conferences, informal
visits and correspondence.

D. Refugee‘camps were examined, including Jericho, Hebron
and Bethlehem in Arab Palestinej; Homs in Syriaj; Gouraud,
Wavell and Anjar in Lebancn and five camps in the Gaza
area, Refugees living.iﬁ towns were also visited. The
Technical Committee spoke with refugees in various camps
and with their Moukhtars and other spokesmen to secure a
cross~section of refugee wishes and opinions. '

E. Throughout the course of its wdrk, the Committee

was in close touch with the President and Faculty of the
American University at Beirut who were helpful in refer-
ring the Committee to experts in some of the fields of
work covered by 1ts terms of reference., Contact was also
established with former responsible Arab officials of

the Mandatory Government and with other outstanding
personalities in the Middle East,

ITI.  EXECUTION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE.

A, ITtem one of the Terms of Reference reads as follows:
"determine in accordance with studies already
undertaken and in as precise a manner as possible the

number of refugees, their place of origin, their
previcus occupation, their means of subsistence, etc.."

. In conferences and discussions with the three
relief organizations in charge of refugees, and
by enquiries in camps the Technical Committee
found that relief is presently distributed to
refugees who come from territories occupied
by Israel; and also to persons displaced from
their homes and to destitute persons..
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The AFSC estimates that in the area under its
adninistration (Gaza), it is probably maintaining
5% more -persons than are actually entitled to

“assistance; the IRCC estimates a 20% margin of
‘error -in the entirety of Arab Palestine and this

margin of error exceeds 20% in certain areas (30%
in Hebron and about 40% in Bethlehen); the LRCS
estinates that possibly 30% of the "refugee pop-
ulation' now being fed in the Hashenite Jordan
Kingdonm are entltled to this relief ag bona=~fide
refugees,

The Technical Committee, in collaboration with the
U.N.RiP.R., has considered the advisability of

taking a census of refugees in Jordan and Arab
Palestine where the percentage of crror is highest,
In this natter the Technical Cormittee had the advice
of Mr, P,J. Loftus of the Statistical 0ffice of tho
U.N., whosc consultative scrvices were made available
to the Connittee by the Secretary-Goneral, Consider-
ation was given to the purposes thet would be

served by such a census and to the expendlture

that would be involved, The Jordan Governnent had
offered to conduct such a census provided funds in
the amount of § 40,000 were made available by the

U. N,

It was clear to the Technlcal Committee and to .the
UNRPR that 1f a consus were to be teken for the
purpose of controlling allocotlons of rations and
rescttlenent it would have to include a complete

‘reglstration systonm for the identification of relief

rocipionts., It was folt,too, that the registration’
records would havo to be kept up to date subsequent
to the census and would necessitate personnel for

the operation of any checking system, A particular
problen that was énvisaged as likoly to be encountersd
as a rcsult of a census arosc from the fact that at
proscnt an estimated 500,000 recsidents of tho former
nandatory arca arc apparcently self-supporting, It -
was fearcd that a consus which sought to establish
precise figures of relief receplonts would attract

at least a proportion of thesc individuals, with
the result that even highor figurcs would be set
for the number of persons clainlng refugce status,
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The Conmittee was of the opinion that anything loss
than a detailod, well planncd and rccessarily
exponsive census would ho umiikcly to ﬁrovide nore
accurate aggregate figﬁres than are obtainable fron

the official population data publishéd by the mandatory
governrient. The Cormnittee considered also that owing
to the instability of the locations of the relief
reciplents, therc was a danger that the census records
of numbers in each locality were likely to be of
1little value for any extended period of tine, The
Cormilttec thercfore concluded that it is not advisable
to conduct a census of the refugee population at the

- preseont tine.

However, the nead for inproving the systen of control
of ration allocations felt by the UNRPR, and the need
of the Committee for data in connection with repat-
riction and/or settlement led the Cormittee to conclude
that a small special staff dirccted by the UNRPR could
serve both nceds. It is considered inportant that

this staff sccure the support and collaboration of
responsible Arab persons in each localitys

The Committec reached the conclusion that the great
variation in existing estimates on the number of
refugees arises to a considerable extent from the
different definitions that arc in use, After exanining
the various estimates and naking them.available to

Mr. Loftus, the cornmittec asked hin to prepare a new
agstinatc of the refugee population which could scrve

as the basis for action,

The estinate of Mr. Loftus (Annex B), which the comnittee
belleves to be as accurate as circunstances pernit,

show that the recfugecs fron Israeli~controlled

territory amount to approxinately 711,000, The fact

that there is a hizher nunber of relief recipicnts
appears to be duc among other things to duplication

of ration cards, addition of persons who have heen
displaced fron arcas other than Israeli-held arcas

and of persons who, although not displaced, are
dcstitute,
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B Itenn 2 of the Torns of Refofénbé'roads as followss:

" study and recomriend to the Comnission, a practicable nethod

of dcternining, at. tho appropriate tire, which refugecs desire to
roturn. to their former homes and which do not",
The Tochnical Cormiittee folt that it was premature to

entor into a detalled study of the question of "which rcfugees
wish to roturm to their former homes and which do not", -becausc

this question involves ultimate political decisions, The Cormnittee

felt that, béyond the sampling of opinion in various camps, a
detailed study of .this question could not be made at prosoent,

' Nevortheless, 'refugée opinion as exprossed from time to tinme
to the Committee was overwhelmingly in favour of réturn to their
hornies; In those comps, the rofugecs when' askod if‘thoy wishaed to
oXpress any thoughts to tho Cormittece, inveriably displayed an
oxtrencly onotional and deep sdated desire to rvoturn to their
forner homes. These opinions were gathered from the refugces
thenselves, Thoe Moukhtars and other spoke°men also exprcessed tho
saine opinion on bohalf of the rufugoos.

C: Item 3 of the Torms of Refercnce reads as follows:

"examine all questions that the Commission will submit to it

regarding prelininary neasures to be taken for the protection of

the rights, property and intercsts of the refugees';

l. - Broken famililos

The Commission asked the Technical Cotmittec to contact
the competent Isracli authorities relative to the question
of dlspersed families. and practical methods of achieving
-cffoctivo reunion of these Arab fanllies in Israel,

The Technical Comnmittee was advised by the Israeli authorltles

that thelr present plan for allowing certain Arab refugee
fanily members to cone back to Israel is not to be
congidered as a plan for reunion of broken families bub
rather as pernitting cortain categories or Arab persons,
naﬂely legitinate wifo or wives and; minor unmarried
- children to join the head of the fanily in Israel
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6. This survey can, of course, offer no définite figures

on thg financial aspect of the scheme. Without a clear,
especially an occupational, census of the present number of the
refugees, and without comprehensive statistical studies of the
economic planning possibilities in the neighbouring countries, no
well~defined settlement budget can be set up. But it is obvious
that a plan of such tremendous size requires vision and boldness
gnd can only be financed on an international level. A clear
indication in this direction can be seen in the QGreek refugees!'
loan and in the way the Western Hemisphere tackled the develop-
ment of certain areas in various countries of the world. If the
Greelt settlement problem, at that time of so overwhelming a size,
could be solved 25 years ago, under much less favourable condie
tions, there would seem to be no reason why the same principle
should not be successfully applied for a smaller, homogeneous
group under much easler conditions.

The guiding principles for the realization of a resettle-
ment scheme for all Arab refugees should be the following:-

a) An international, autonomous resettlement body with
wlide powers should be set up under the auspices of the
United Nations Organization.

b) A census should immediately be taken of the entire
bona~fide refugee population, excluding internal
migrants attracted by the prospect of free aid.

¢) A precise suryvey should be made. of the occupational
background, and consideration alsoc be given, on the
. basis of the results of the census, to existing famlly,
tribal and village groupings.

d) An international Ioan (at low interest, with a minimum
life~time of 30 years, redemption to begin not earlier
than after 10 years) should be floated by the appro-
priate bodies of the United Nations, especially by

. ~ the International Bank for Reconstructlon and Resettle~
ment, but also by the other agencies such as the
~ Export-Import Bank., The cooperation of the Middle
Eastern countries in all operations of an economic
character should be reguired, both by guarantees and
by subscription to the loan.

e) Irrigation and electrification schemes as required by
Iraq, Transjordan-Israel and Lebanon-Syria, should be
financed separately by special bodies under active
participation by Israel and the Arab Governments

concerned,

f) The Resettlement Commission should be in charge of
. strictly supervising the use of the proceeds of the
loan. As a matter of principle, only equipment,
commnodities and special services should be placed at
the disposal of the beneficiaries in order to ensure
proper channeling of means and adequate use of the

~equipment.



D.

-7 -

expert concluded that if a complete examiﬁation
of these groves within a relatively short time 1s
desired, it would require the services of elght
agricultural experts working for approximately
two months,

Nevertheless, the expert's report on the five-
day examination of orange groves permitted the
drawing of certain general cenclusions:

a) an average of over 50% of the Arab orange
plantations can be considered elther as dried up
or destroyed;

b) approximately 25% of the groves are recelving
conservatory care or are being improved;

¢) somewhat less than 25% could be saved for
production if the necessary hydraulic and other
machinery could be obtained and immediately put
into operation.

The Technical Committee wishes to peint out that
the problem of orange groves involves the element
of compensation, as weli as conservation, and
feels that a mixed working group, the creation

of which is recommended in paragraph F of this
report, to examine the problem of compensation
for damaged property should also be competent to
supervise conservatory measures now in effect and
to recommend additional measures if necessary.

‘Ttem 4 of the Terms of Reference reads as follows:

tgtudy and resommend to the Commission practicable

projects for providing immediate work relief for
refugees under the auspices of the several states

concerned,"
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In course of the survey it was found that, with
a few exceptions, it is difficult for the refugees to
find steady employment because of the competition of
local labour. The Committee concentrated its efforts
on those regions which for economic and demographic
reasons offered possibilities for substantial work
relief and resettlement, namely Arab Palestine,
the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom and Syria, No enquiry

was made in Iraq,

The Committee feels that items 4 and 5 of the
terms of reference are closely related and that
immediate work relief for the refugees could be
provided within the framework of the larger schemes
for irrigation and/or agricultural development in the
countries concerned,

The Committee wishes to point out that work relief
projects can take place not only under the auspices
of the several states concerned but could alsc be
sponsored by: internatlconal organizations, for
example, the UNRPR; by local non-profit organizations,
such as the Society for the Arab Development Scheme.

1, Work in Camps.

A certaln amount of work in camps has alréady been
made possible through the assistance of voluntary
agencies such as the YWCA which has helped establish
women's sewing projects in several camps; this sort
of activity should be encouraged and developed as far
as vossible. As another example of the type of work which
can develop if refugess are provided with facilities
and expert guidance, the Committee would like to cite
the camp near Bethlehem where, under the supervision of
the IRCC, some refugees are spontaneously building
stone houses on the hills nearby. - They are in this
way providing adequate shelter against the coming winter
and at the same time freeing the cultivable land on which
the tents of the camp were originally erected. This new
village constructed at a very small cost is gradually
replacing the former village of tents. From the results
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achleved here on a small scale with insufficient funds,
it becomes apparent that substantial progress could he
made with more adequate funds and full cdoperation on
the part of local governments..

Therefore, the Committee supports the proposal  the
' UNRPR Middle East Field Director relative to the esta-
blishment of a "revoelving fund" te finance certain seml~
industrial projects and craftwork within the camps., This
project would involve the provision of ra™ materials for
refugees to make into finished artielés such as rugs,
woodwork of various kinds, embroldery, shoes, etc..
(Ainnex- C) .. It ap»ears that if such a fund were
created the refugezs would be benefited in several ways:
by being given work, by being able to utilize the arti-
cles which they produce; by being able to use their
tools and machinery in connection with future repatria-
tion or resettlement. It is recognized that the setting- f
up of such a proeject would undoﬁbtedly favourably :
influence morale in the camps and serve, under competent
direction, as a kind of vocational training programme,
It is understood that the articles made under this
project would at present not be placed upon the open
- market but would be utilizelonly by the refugees
. themselves., | -

2. blic Works and other projectn.

While it is true that in some instances the lmmed-
iate employment of refugees may be connected with the
existence of detailed plans for the execution of public
works and other similar projects, it‘should not be
necessary to"superimpqse new plans upon those already
existing in the files of local governments for such
projects as road development, anti-malaria campaign,
contouring, reforestation, ete. These local public work
schemes; though incomplete as to détail,could be used to
provide work for a certain number of refugees within a
relatively short time, The Technical Committee has made
outlines and résumés of certain of these schemes. ~Some
of the major schemes are as follows: -

a) Hashemite Jordan Kinedom, .
1) Internal plans for road development;.
2) Anti-malaria campaign; - -
3) Drilling wells in regilon of Azrak, Chirakh
and possible development of Mafrak;
43 Anti-erosion programme (contouringj; |
5) Hydraulic development of the left bank of
the Jordan River, in process of survey.
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b) Syria
1) Road~development (Gibbs Survoy);
2) Railroad devolopnoent - (Mandate and Gibbs Survey);
3) Port devolopncent at iattaquia (Gibbs Survey);
4) Draining narshes of Ghorb (Mandate)s
5) Irrigation developrnent of Djcsirch, Khabbur and

Buphrates valley (Gibbs Survey and Sir Horbert
Stowart's estinatoes)s
6) Rchabilitation of wolls and ditches cast of the

Mohafazats of Homs and Hana,
7) Economic Survey of Syria by Gibbs, 1948,
B, Iten. 5 of the Terns of Refercnce roads as follows:
"assenble from all available sources tochnical information
based on previous studics of the region which would be useful
in deteruining the practical possibilitics of repatriation,
rescettlonent, and rchabilitation of tho rcfugeest,

l, Repatriation

In conversations with the Isracli authoritics, the Tech-
nical Comriittee was adviscd thet thoroe could be no ropatriation
in the scnsc that Arab refugees would be allowed or assisted to
return to thoir foruncr hones or villages, |

The Isracli authoritics steted that tho formor Arab eCoNnony
of which the refugees were a part, has cceased to exist and
therc is now only onc econony for all of Taracl:

"The cconomic planning systen of the Isracl governnent
provides for the creation and oxpansion of a highly
developed, nodern and progrossive economic entity,
basced, as in all Middlec Bastorn countries, on agricul-
turc, but complencnted by all attributes of riodern
ageonony, nancely industrialization and increasingly
growing building, commercial and financial activitics,
It is obvious that the econonic succoss so far achicv-
ed 1s in no nean ncasure duc to the honogeneity of the
Jewish population which is rosponsible for a sociologm
ical structure quite unique in the Middle East, a
structure entirely lacking the sharp contrast between
the rich and the poor so usual in this part of the
world, S - ~ :

- The conclusions to be drawn from these facts for the
methods of tackling the Arab refugece problen are ob-
vious, The clock cannot be put back, Since the tine
when this problcri-arose, the Jewish population has
inereagsed by 50%. - Tiic question. of housing the new-
coners was partly solved by placing then into habitaHtle
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houscs in abandoncd Arab towns and villages. Trini-
gration continuvs ot an average.rate of 800 per day.
Those figurcs alonc give clear indlcation that the
individual roturn of Arab refugces to theilr forner
placcs of rosidence 1s an inpossible thing. Not
only can tho whole Arab ccononlc system not be
sinply restored because its basis has practically
disappearcd, but also tho physical rcturn of the
Arab niddle~clascs such as shopkocpors, tradesnen,
froc professions, has becone a physical and geogra-
phical inpossibility. Thoir houscs have gone, thelr
jobs have gonc. Their previous noans of .livelihood
have vanishod with tho disintogration of their
ceononile organization, Instcad, an cntircly differ-
ent kind of propressive agricultural as well as urban
and incdustrial cconony has nade its appearance in
the sane arca, : o :

(quoted from pages 1 - 2

of the nomorandun on Principles
guiding tho roscttleonent of Arab
refugoesy July 28, 1949, by

G. Meron for Israel Reprcsente
atives to Toechnical Comittee
(nnex O ))

The Technical Cormittec was advised that Arab refugees |
pernilitted to roturn to Isracl as part of tho peace\settlement !
will thus be treatod as new irmilgrants and as such will be b
integrated into thoe planncd cconotiy of Isracl.

Refugeos would accordingly be settled and employed in
confornity with tho cconornic ncoeds of that country. The
Isracli authoritics affirmed that the problom of "resettling"
the Arab rofugecs is a matter of group "poegtablishnent! and.
not a natter of individual or fanily roepatriation., Since
Isracl docs not cnvisage the possibility of individual repa-'
triation but rather the recstablishnent of groups- of Arabs
in tho Isracli planncd econony (so different from the tra-
ditional Arab way of 1ifec) it appears most important that an
international organisn bo chargod with tho protectibn of the
individual \rights of thosc Arab refugees whb'will be ad-
nitted to Israol.

$he‘Committoe fecolsy, now that armistice'troaties have
been signed by the states bordering on Isracl, that some
efforts‘oould'probably be nade to repatriate'or'reéétablish
displaced Arab rofugecs who fled the so-called threatened
areas. No accurate estinato of the. numbor of such displaced
persons. cxists at the’momcnt,.but tha countingjof those
persong should be given spceial attentiori. .
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2. Reosettlonent

Ihe Committec would like to point out, that ”ccordlng
to the IRCC, alonp the arilstice lines in Arab Palestine -
nainly in Sanaria and Ranallah - there live a fairly largo
nunber of Avab farncers whoso houses arc located on the Arab
side and whose ficlds arc under Jewish control. If these
farmers arc not allowed froo access to their lands, they nay
becone destitute and in nced of rclief and ceventual roscttle-
nent,

fnother problea related to rosottloment is that of
refugee concentrations in conguested arcas such as Gaza and
parts of Arab Palustince., The rofugee eoncentrations in those
poor agricultural arcas has- an adversce c¢ffect upon the econony
of tho regions concerned, This ccononic deterioration, to-
gether with the intoriingling of the refugces and the local
population, nay lead to tho nccessity of providing rolief
not only to the rocfugoaes but to the local populatinn as well,
Therefore, in any plan of rosattlenent, prigrity should be
given to a progressive displaccinont of refugoee camps situated
in the congested arcas,

During its offorts to aSSblblu tochnical d“ﬁn which could

be useful in determining the practical possibilitics of resettle-

nent of the refugoes, the Comitteo took particular note of
certain plans and projcebs, as follows:

a) Scheine A of "the Soclety of the Arab Revelopront Schene":”
Snall scale, agricultural rosettlonecnt projeét for the
ca between Wadil Nowaina and the Jerlchaullunby Bridge
Road, Arab Palestine. (fnnex BE)

b) Scheme B of "The Society of the Arab Developnent Schene":
Larger gecale agricultural roesettlenent project for area
between the Wadi Qilt and JGTlChO*Allany Bridge Road,
Arab Palestine (Annex ID)

¢) Plan for the Hydraullc dovelopnent of the left Bank of the
Jordan RlVLT, in procoss of ‘survey. 'quhew1te Jordan King-
dorn,

d) Plan for the irrigation developnent of Djezireh, Khabbur

and Euphrates valley (Gibbs Survey and Sir Herbert Stewart’
ustllates) Syria (Annex F and G),

An Arab non-profit organization with Headquarters in
Jerusalen which has for its object "raising the standard of
living, of the fellahcen, gcononically, culturally and
SOGl“lly " - :
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¢) Plan for draining the narshes of Gharb (Mandato). Syria.

f) Projeet for the rehabilitation of woils and ditehes cast
of the Mohafazats of Horis and Hema -~ Syria.

A snall rosettlonent schene is alrcady under way near
Jericho, financed and under the dircetion of the Soclety of
thoe drab Developnent Schene., The first water well has been
drilled and rufugees have applied in large nuabers to be
nernittod to beeone menbers of this first small resettlevient
projeet, However, the dircctor of the projeect neods oxpert
technical advise, well-drilling nachinery and other support
for tho project, Tho Technical Cormitteo recoirends that
irrigation, agricultural and sanitery cxports bo nade avail-
able in the Middle East as soon as possible to cxamine and
guide the efforts of this first concrete resettlenent project,

With the cooperation of the governents concerned, these
cxports would also cxanine and detormine the valuc and foasib-
ility of the various oxisting plans and projects; deternine
the aveilability of sultablc lands end their capacity for
absorbing scttlers, .

Whatever funds are made available for roesettlenent of
refugees, and however lérge the vnlans are, it should be stresscd
that the process of resettling these persons will of necessity
' be progressive, It will be necessary to direct most carefully
the movenent of the‘refugees to new pleces, taking into consi-
deration their religion, health, occupation and previous way
of life. It would also be advisable to resettle these
refugees in a climate and miliecu resenbling their forner one

as closcly as possible,

F, Iten 6 of the Terms of Reference rcads as followst

"study the question and practicable methods for the paynent
of conpensation to refugoces not choosing to return to thelr
homes and for loss or damage to property which under principles
of international law or in equity should be made good by the
governients or authorities responsibla', _ E

After full discussion with the interested govermuents,
certain organizatbns and individuals, the Technical Comilttee
has concluded that it is nccessary to establish under the
Conciliation Comnission a nixed Arab-Isracli working group on
property compensation supervised by a United Nations or neutral
expert.‘ This group could be authorized to set up sub-cormittees
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and work on (1) the supervision of conservation of existing
properties including orange-groves; (2) the determination of
ownershlp of property (3) the evaluation of property damages
including erange groves. This working group and its sub-commitees
would be assisted by a legal adviser. The Committee has available
the names of certain Arab experts in the field of property
compensation such as lawyers, 1and—evaluers, and ecanomlsts, who
could serve on a worklng group or its sub~committees,

As to compensation for damaged’praperty, this working group
might find it useful to take preliminary steps towards gathering
certain basie documents, for example, the mierofilmed copies of
property registrations now in the British Colonial (ffice in
London,

Canclusions.
1. Number of refugees, origin, occupation, ete.
The Committee feels that Mr. Loftus' estimate of the
total number of refugees is the most accurate which can be
- made under present conditions.
Nevertheless the collection of precise data on place of

origin, cecupation, ete, of individuals and families remains
essentlal for purposes of repatriation and/or resettlement.

| To make more complete the information already existing in the
files of the relilef organizations and to obtain original data
where non-existent, the Committee, after consultation with

Mr. Loftus and the UNRPR felt it necessary that a small special
staff be created for this purpose under the direction of the
UNRPR., The Geneva Offlece of the UNRPR is taking the necessary
steps to put this plan into operation.

2. Continuation of Direct Relief.

The Commlittee strongly recommends the continuation of
the direct relief programme under the auspices of UNRPR,
at the same time emphasizing the desirability of phasing out the
direet relief programme.in favour of work relief and self~support
at the earliest possible_mament.
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3, Condition of Refuroos in Camps

In viow of the relatively linited resourcos available
to the orgenizations concorncd with the relief of a vast
nunber of necedy porsons, the food, shelter and sanitary
conditions in the caups may be. considered as tolerablc.
Thore is a ncud for more facilitics for hospitalization
and isolotion of serious contagious diseases in nost arcas.
The Tachnical Comnittec noted with interest the offorts i
alrcady nade in caaps by the three rolief organlzationss,
and by othor organizations to> provide schooling for the |
pefugoo childron, but they are handicapped by a lack of
sufficient school :atorials. R

Tt is apparent that the norale of tho refugees in the

canps suffers frou lack of work and lack of futurc, and

it thorefore appears useful to gilve then every poss:l_bility
to inprove their morale and their natorial situstion by
giving thon sone kind of. productivé wbrk. The Committee
supports the principle of the UNRPR revolving fund men-
tioned on page 1ll, paragraph 2 of this rcport, which would
provide the rofugees: with the neccessary raw natorials and
tools to enablo thom to sroduce necessary articles.

l.. Repatriation

The importance of cmatlnn an :Lntvrnational body to
suporv_Lse the protoction of the rights of tho individunal
refugoos should be enphasizod. This body could be a unit

“of a larger organisi which woulq adainister both repa-
triation and roscttleonent as shown in AnneX H,

. 5. Rescttlenont

The Coaittec wishes to stress tho fact that the
rusettlon >nt of the refugaeas involves - S
obtaining the approval of the governnents concerned, the '
developnent of feasible plans, Local cont;'lbutlons and
intornational financial assistance, and other elements |
requiring carcful preparation over 2 period of time. There-
fore the Techlinical Coanittee is convinced that a double '
approach should be made to this problen - irmmediate action
and a long range progranme, ,

Under the heading of immediate action, tho Comittee
recom.lunds the desgatchmb of a tean including 1rr1gat:x.on,
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agricultural and sanitary cxperts, The long rangc
programnne involves the crcation of a dopartnent to ad-
rinistor the drab rescttlencent progranne in the Middlo
Bast. '

6. Displaccd Persons and persons living alons the arnistice
lincs :

The Cormitbee belicves thet tho tine has conp to take
all possible nicasurces to reestablish the displaced persons
who flcdthe so-called threatencd arcas. )

For those porsons living along the Arnistice lines, the
Coriittee rdéecomends thet all possible action be taken to
glve theri froe access to their lands to avoid thedr

beconing destitute.

7. Compensation for Danapced Property

The survey of the Coanittee has indicated the advisab-
ility of establishing a nixoed Arab-Isracli working group,
under the direction of the United Nations and with the
assistance of neutral experts, to supervise the conservat-
ory neasures being taken with respect to Arab orange groves
and all other Arab properties in Israel and to deal with
the problem of compensation as a whole.

8., Proposed organizational nlan

In view of the intricatc Arab refugee problens in the
Middle BEast, and the coertainty that these problens cannot
be resolved in a period of nonths, the Technical Committee
proposed a plan of an organization to deal with this problen
in both its imnediate and long range aspects (Annex H). The
Comittee in proposing this organization took into consider-
ation the possibility of the resettlément of a large nuaber
of Arab rcfugees outeide Isracl., The Cormittee has seen for
itscelf the great contributions’whioh are being nade in the
"Middle Rast by inteornational and non~POVurnnunLal organiza-
tiong in helping the rofu 1808,

It is extremely inportant from the pdint of view of
‘efficiency and econory that this experience, knowledge, and
exlsting administfation be utilized as far as possible in the
setting-up of new or additional sorvices. The Conmittee
wishes to stress the inportance of coordinating the efforts
of tho various United Nations organizations now at work on

the Arab refugee problen with those of any fubure services to
be established. |

Lousannc, 19th - Aubust 19H9.



