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GAZA ORPHANS RECEIVE CLOTHES AND SCHOOL BAGS ON ARAB ORPHANS DAY
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To commenrorate Arab Orphans Day, on 5 April UNRWA has distributed clothes and school bags to dozens of Palestine refugee orphans all across Gaza. While the clothes were
donated by the Spanish non-profit organisation Council of Orio —worth BUR 1,370 (approximately US$ 1,500) - and reached 76 children, the school bags are part of a US$24,582
financial commitrrent meade by the United Arab Enirates (UAE) Red Crescent society in 2014. The bags are distributed to 2,520 orphan children fromgrades one to ten, across the
Gaza Strip.

“The most inportant developrrent of our orphan’s progranme is the transition fromthe sole provision of financial sponsorship to the delivery of full integration services for the orphans
in their conmmunity. The donations fromthe Council of Crio and the UAE Red Crescent are positive and important steps in this direction,” said Mr. Nasser Al Khaldi, the deputy chief of
the Agency’s Relief and Social Service Programme (RSSP) who attended a celebration on Arab Orphan’s Day. The cerenony was held in the UNRWA Rehabilitation Centre for the
Visually Impaired in Gaza Gity, w here some of the children and their mothers™ were present to receive the new belongings. Today, UNRWA offers a conprehensive protection
prograntre for the children and their mothers and provides a wide range of services such as aw areness sessions on the legal rights of orphans, psychological support, acaderric
consultation and career advice as well as recreational activities. The UNRWA orphan’s project started in 2008 —w hen the Agency with the support of the UAE Red Crescent provided
financial assistance to 350 children and 100 of poor fanilies.

Due to the frequent armed conflicts, the nunber of orphans in the Strip has steadily increased. According to a recent survey conducted by UNRWA RSSP, the summer 2014 conflict
alone left an additional 1,140 children in Gaza as orphans. Today, the UNRWA orphan project supports over 4,600 children and 300 poor fanilies.

* In Gaza a child is considered an orphan when without a father and less than 18 years old.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Asserbly in 1949 and is mandated to provide assistance and protection to a population of some 5 nrillion registered
Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip to achieve their full potential in human developrrent, pending a
just solution to their plight. UNRWA's services enconpass education, health care, relief and social services, canp infrastructure and inprovement, and microfinance.

Financial support to UNRWA has not kept pace with an increased demand for services caused by growing nunbers of registered refugees, expanding need, and deepening poverty.
As a result, the Agency's General Fund (GF), supporting UNRWA's core activities and 97 per cent reliant on voluntary contributions, has begun each year with a large projected
deficit. Qurrently the deficit stands at US$ 100 million.
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