United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 26 August 2014

UNRWA ASKS FOR US$ 295.4 MILLION IN A NEW GAZA EMERGENCY APPEAL

26 August 2014
East Jerusalem
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There are now approximeately 300,000 people crow ding into 85 UNRWA schools in Gaza — a nurmber never before seen in Gaza’s history. The collapse of ceasefire talks in Cairo on
18 August led to the seventh week of hostilities, with violence at an intensity previously only seen during the early days of the conflict. But unlike those early days, aerial
bormbardment is now concentrated in the west of Gaza, the location of all UNRWA emrergency shelters and the bulk of the population. With the Gaza Strip effectively sealed off and
the eastern side severely danaged and scattered with unexploded ordnance, people have now here to go.

The increasing scale of the crisis means that more civilians are relying on UNRWA for help. The Agency is now appealing for a total of US$ 295.4 illion to support up to 500,000
displaced people, including more than 300,000 w ho are expected to continue sheltering in UNRWA schools.

Qivilians caught in the ongoing violence need help to meet their inmediate needs, and to support the long path to recovery that will begin w hen hostilities cease. The nost inmediate
needs include food and non-food ites such as hygiene kits that help prevent the outbreak of diseases. Other priorities include primery health care and psychosocial support. Alnost
all families in Gaza are coping with grief —including many cases in w hich muitiple menbers of the same fanily have been killed. Extrene and continuous levels of violence have
caused deep levels of fear in the population of Gaza, particularly children. Many children will bear permanent inpact fromthe violence, with the Mnistry of Health estimating that 1,000
of the 3,000 children who have been injured will suffer froma life-long disability.

An emerging priority is emergency education activities. It has been inmpossible for children to begin their 2014/2015 school year due to the use of UNRWA schools as shelters and the
overall environment of fear and instability. It will take time and resources to return to a formal education environment. In the meantime UNRWA is inplemmenting alternative teaching
methods using new technology, the UNRWA satellite TV channel and self-learning meterials.

Funds fromthe flash appeal will also allow UNRWA to begin recovery efforts as soon as hostilities cease. More than 20,000 horres are estimated to have been rendered
uninhabitable. Vital water and sanitation infrastructure has been dameged, with at least 40 per cent of the water supply netw ork unusable as of 22 August. With the resunption of
violence, further damage is expected.

UNRWA is deeply grateful to countries and partners who have pledged close to US$150 rrillion to date, and to those who have contributed with in-kind donations. This existing
support represents about 50 per cent of the Agency’s requirements in this appeal.

UNRWA Commrissioner-General Herre Kréhenbuihl said, “The return to widespread violence following the recent collapse of ceasefire talks is an overw helming tragedy for civilians in
Gaza. During a week when children should have been starting their new school year, they are instead facing prolonged insecurity, fear and suffering. To meke matters worse, the
extensive destruction caused by the conflict means that many Palestinians will have no home to return to once hostilities have ended. Many will face a harsh winter in emergency
shelters. We call on the international conmunity to help us ensure that all affected fanilies receive the necessary support and dignified living conditions in the midst of the tragedy
caused by this conflict".
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Contact persons from WFP:
Rossella Fanelli, WFPJerusalem Tel. +972 2 5401340 2210, Mob. +972 54 6773160
Colin Kanpschoer, WFPJerusalem, Tel. +972 2 5401340 2280, Mob. +972 546773136
Contact persons from UNRWA:
Nader Dagher, Public Information Officer, Telephone: (+972) 2 589 0598, (+ 972) 54 168 719
Bmail:n.dagher@unrw a.org(link sends e-rreil)(link sends e-nail)

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assenrbly in 1949 and is mandated to provide assistance and protection to a population of some 5 illion registered
Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip to achieve their full potential in humman developrrent, pending a
just solution to their plight. UNRWA'’s services enconrpass education, health care, relief and social services, canp infrastructure and inproverrent, and nricrofinance.

Financial support to UNRWA has not kept pace with an increased demand for services caused by growing nurbers of registered refugees, expanding need, and deepening poverty.
As aresult, the Agency's General Fund (GF), supporting UNRWA'’s core activities and 97 per cent reliant on voluntary contributions, has begun each year with a large projected
deficit. Qurrently the deficit stands at US$ 68 million.

For more information, please contact:

Christopher Gunness

UNRWA Spokesperson

Mobile:

+972 (0)54 240 2659

Office:

+972 (0)2 589 0267
c.gunness@unrw a.org(link sends e-mil)

Sami Mshasha

UNRWA Arabic Spokesperson

Mobile:

+972 (0)54 216 8295

Office:

+972 (0)2 589 0724

s.mshasha@unrw a.org(link sends e-rail
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