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PROMOTING CHILDREN'S RIGHTS KEY TO FUTURE DEVELOPME NT, PROSPERITY,

DELEGATES STRESS AS THIRD COMMITTEE CONCLUDES DEBAT E

Failing to intervene and invest in children carréetigh price for any society, delegates stressethe
Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultuahcluded a three day debate on the rights ofliehil

Featuring 46 statements by Member States, the glesiedvate focused on the protection and promotion
of the rights of children. Each delegate outlineg $ubstantial national investments they were tgtarimprove
the lives of children.

However, of great concern was the situation ofdrhih in armed conflict and the need to protect them
from being recruited as child soldiers. Also, opiontance was the development of judiciary systdraswere
child-friendly.

“Despite the almost universal ratification of ther@ention on the Rights of the Child, the exterd an
intensity of violence exerted on children is on tise,” said the representative of Lesotho, whamgside many
others, called for an end to violence against cbiid

On a similar note, Tunisia’s delegate said thag world with unprecedented technological and
economic possibilities, it was unacceptable thatentiban 100 million children under the age of Sever
underweight and that 2.5 million children died egelr as a result of malnutrition.

Echoing that sentiment was the representative bbCunderlining that “one out of six children in
developing countries is forced to work and milliaichildren are victims of the illegal trade irgans,
pornography, child prostitution, violence and séxaxloitation.”

With 37 per cent of its population of childhood alyengolia’s delegate highlighted that one out of
every three of its children lived in poverty — anddion that seriously affected the rights of chéld to a decent
life. “Children are symbols of our future, but theghts should not be symbolic,” she said.

Citing the Nobel laureate in economics, James Heckwho said that early interventions to help
disadvantaged children had the best effect and beirgg economically profitable, Norway's delegat®imed
the Assembly that each marginalized child who deapput of the system cost any society the equivaien
about $2 million. “Failing to intervene and invéstchildren carries a high price for any societshie said.

Many delegates recognized the long-term economiefiis of social investment in children’s well-
being, with the representative of Malta informirfchis country’s approach focused on prevention egidly
intervention, as “the keys to breaking the integgational cycle of poverty”.

Along the same line, the representatives of Barglhcind of the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia spoke about children being the humartadagfitomorrow, recognizing them as the power that
moved societies through different stages of devek and as an important asset for every countityere are



prosperous countries which are not rich in nattesburces, but there isn’t any prosperous one withoman
capital. Children and youth are the potential thaeaites human capital”, the delegate of the Foingoslav
Republic of Macedonia underscored. Solid legistatgpod education, proper health care and sociéption
were the areas through which the future of childrenld be shaped.

Also speaking today were speakers representingridigécuador, Kuwait, Sudan, Iran, Colombia,
Philippines, Morocco, State of Palestine, Indiagméa, Zambia, Botswana, Dominican Republic, Zimbgbwe
Swaziland, Slovenia, Algeria, Angola, Costa Rica,L&nka, Lebanon, Montenegro, Peru, Viet Nam, Hege,
Myanmar, Georgia, Cameroon, Rwanda, Egypt, Libyaa®, Cote d’lvoire, Bangladesh, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Azerbaijan, Eritrea and Ukraine.

Others taking the floor included observers fromltiternational Organization for Migration and the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta, as well as reggatatives from the International Committee of Real Cross
and the International Labour Organization.

The representatives of Israel, Saudi Arabia anabserver of the State of Palestine spoke in eserci
of the right of reply.

The Third Committee will reconvene at 10 a.m. Mondzl October, to begin its discussion on the
rights of indigenous peoples.

Background

The Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Qualfumet this morning to continue its general
discussion on children’s rights.

Statements

JOHN GANA (Nigeria) said his country’s laws andipies on the promotion and protection of the
rights of children reflected a commitment to thievant international instruments it had ratifietheTNational
Priority Agenda, for instance, provided quality\sees to orphans and other vulnerable childrereiren
thematic areas of education, health, shelter are] oatrition, protection, psychosocial support andsehold
economic strengthening. “Trafficking in childrenitn Nigeria and across our borders, remains amaj
concern to us and we are working relentlesslygbtfthis scourge,” he said.

TINE MORCH SMITH ( Norway) cited James Heckman, @bl Laureate in economics, who pointed
out that early intervention to help disadvantageiticen had the best effect and was economicabitable.
Analyses indicated that in Norway, each margindlizeild who dropped out of the system would cost th
equivalent of about $2 million. Failing to interveeand invest in children carried a high price fioy gociety.
Being born as a girl meant having fewer opportesitind being more vulnerable to exploitation angeb
Norway welcomed the Secretary-General’s recentrtepothe girl child, which contained important
information and recommendations. In Syria, sineedfart of the conflict two years ago, 7,000 cleildhad
died, one million children had fled the country amdadditional two million had been internally desped.

“These numbers are difficult to comprehend,” shd.s&low we need to act.”

XAVIER LASSO MENDOZA ( Ecuador), associating himself with the Commubity.atin American
and Caribbean States (CELAC), said that his coumayintegrated the rights of children in its Cdgngibn.
Ecuador had also put in place strategies sucheaNaktional Plan for Good Living, which had beentipatarly
successful in the fields of health and educationnbited that his country planned to eradicate dfitdnic
undernutrition by 2017 and had advocated againkt bour. His Government paid particular attentto the
promotion of the rights of children with disab## and of child migrants, or those whose parerdaitigrated.
More developed countries should ensure that thegigf the latter be respected, he added.

KELEBONE MAOPE (Lesotho), associating himself witie “Group of 77” developing countries and
China, and the Southern African Development Comtg(@ADC), was disheartened that despite the almost
universal ratification of the Children’s Rights Gamtion, the extent and intensity of violence exeérn
children was on the rise. The need to put an enibtence against children, promote their rightd anovide an
environment conducive for their well-being and depenent was now more urgent than ever. To that kisd,



Government adopted a set of measures, includingtthagthening of national laws. Partnering with thited
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Lesotho was alsafting a regulatory framework intended to further
enhance the child justice system and had joinedltteal call for providing education for all. In 98, primary
education enrolment was 69.9 per cent, but ha@gased to 82 per cent by the year 2000 after primary
education had been made free of charge.

ABDULAZIZ AL-FALAH ( Kuwait) underlined the need tstop any violence against children. He
called on all countries to ratify regional and migional laws and conventions to create a legah&work on
this issue. Kuwait had ratified the Convention loa Rights of the Child and its Optional ProtocoR004. It
had set up national laws and mechanisms to prokéiciren from abuse and create favourable conditfon
their growth. Given the Constitution’s specific rtien of “the family as the basis of the communitjie
protection of children and youth was high on theamal agenda, which focused on improving education
healthcare and protection from iliness for all dren. Citing the address by the Executive DireofddNICEF,
he expressed deep concern for the situation ofirgrilin Syria, as well as in refugee camps in r@ghing
countries. Noting that one million Syrian childneere refugees, he called on the international conitypmot
to ignore them or the children in Palestine, whad bg harmed by the “violations done by Israel”.

MOHAMED IBRAHIM MOHAMED ELBAHI ( Sudan) identifiedthe economic crisis as the “biggest
global challenge” as it had a severe impact ordéweloping countries, especially on the most vabkr
segments of society. Despite that challenge, Sirdplemented specific national legislation for chdd. The
country had ratified the Convention on the Rigtitthe Child, as well as International Labour Orgation
(ILO) conventions related to the minimum labour age the protection of children from forced labdspecific
national measures included the establishment afatsufor children and instruments to ensure treachild
could be recruited by the armed forces. An awarenagising campaign on the protection of childred baen
launched in rural areas to underline their rightthe areas of education, vaccination and protedtmm
violence. Turning to the regions of Darfur, Soutbréofan and the Blue Nile, he said that violence teeded
in those regions due to the combined efforts ofGbeernment, African Union-United Nations Hybrid
Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) and neighbouring coties. The Government planned a national campaign fo
immunization against polio to be executed in adlear In light of the fear that “the North may hamipés
campaign”, he called on the United Nations to pespure on those territories to allow the vaccimati
campaign to be implemented.

FOROUZANDEH VADIATI ( Iran) said her country hadaently submitted its national periodic
report on implementation of the Children’s Rightsn@ention to the relevant Committee. Further, tbely
established national focus point for implementing instrument had been strengthened by the edtatdig of
four working groups in charge of monitoring, evaiaa, training, protection, legal and judicial issu Also, to
prevent violence against children, a complimentaeghanism had been designed under the nationdldoira
on children’s rights. In Iran, juvenile courts wenandated to hold closed, separate and indivicesdisns with
the presence of parents, legal guardian or lavd#enders under the age of 18 were not sent t@priduvenile
arbitration councils had been set up to protectititgs of children in the courts. With 2015 approag, the
rights and welfare of children should be placethatcentre of the post-2015 agenda.

MARIA PAULINA DAVILA DAVILA ( Colombia), associating herself with CELAC, said that her
country was committed to developing policies thamgnteed the protection of children’s rights, esits
Constitution. Over the years, Colombia had stregmggid its legislative framework, nationally and
internationally. In 2007, it adopted the Paris Biptes and Guidelines on Children Associated witmad
Forces or Armed Groups; as a member of the Seddatyncil, it had supported resolution 1998 (2011) o
children in armed conflicts; and it had becomeyptotthe Rome Statute. On the domestic front, Cblarhad
focused not only on keeping children and youth afam armed conflict, but also on increasing tlaicess to
education, health, quality nutrition, sanitatiomahinking water. Since 2012, it had guaranteedducation
free of charge. The country had achieved univgrsaiary education, with full equality between gialsd boys.
Furthermore, Colombia had been active in preverttisgecruitment of children in armed conflict, anefor
those who had been involved — it helped to dissedizem from armed groups and to reintegrate them.

LISANDRA ASTIASARAN ARIAS( Cuba) said that, accordj to recent UNICEF data, one out of six
children in developing countries was forced to waniainly in mining and agriculture. Millions of d¢tiren
were victim of the illegal trade in organs, porreqgny, child prostitution, violence and sexual explion.
Human trafficking affected an estimated one millatmildren, and some 20,000 children died everyalhgver
the world. These deaths could be avoided. Sinc®,188& Cuban revolution had enabled the eradication



structural inequalities, which were the legacyte tolonial and post-colonial time. Cuba had fipmlity
healthcare and education systems. In addition &maguiieeing universal education, the Governmenshadp
372 excellent schools for children with specialdeerhese achievements, obtained through extraamdin
efforts from the Cuban people, were challenged vewey the United States embargo. In fact, sorsergml
medications were not available in Cuban hospitite encouraged Member States to reject that embago
more in the Assembly.

ANA MARIE L. HERNANDO ( Philippines) said that h&overnment had implemented initiatives
geared towards the delivery of more inclusive dsBavices relevant to the protection of child \aedf,
including the provision of free vaccines and a dtimdal cash transfer programme for poor househtudeep
children in school. Her country had a comprehensateof statutes on children’s rights, including framily
Code, the Child and Youth Welfare Code and the dile/dustice and Welfare Act of 2006, which hadedi
the minimum age of criminal responsibility from®15. Regarding its relationship with the Officetloé
Special Representative of the Secretary-Generdlfiddren and Armed Conflict, her delegation reited its
long-standing position that engaging non-State drgreups, including cases for child protection,iddde
careful. Since the situation of children occurrgdiast a complex background, any strategy to protexn
should be in harmony the with larger peace proceissthe country.

AMINE BELHAJ (Morocco), aligning himself with the i®@up of 77 and the African Group, said that
children paid a high toll due to humanitarian csisead armed conflicts. His country had harmonibed t
criminal code and national laws in line with then@ention on the Rights of the Child. It had alsweleped a
national programme aimed at creating a “ Moroccatijoof its Children” based on the model outlinadhe
2002 document “A World Fit for Children”. Moroccad put in place a strategy to, by 2015, nearly stop
students from dropping out of school, to give dfgfdearlier access to schooling and to keep thesatinol
until the age of 15. Furthermore, initiatives haeib taken to encourage the social and professiwiakion of
children and youth with disabilities. The 2006-20&tional Plan of Action focused particular attenton
violence against children through the creationveéltome units” that facilitated access to justaewell as to
medical, psychological and social care.

REEM JULIA MANSOUR, observer for the State of Péles, said that “generation after generation,
Palestinian children have grown up under a bruthiary occupation that has continued for more tifizur
decades, which has robbed them of their most laa&idnalienable rights with far-reaching negative
consequences on their development and their sdciityce Israel was part of the Convention on thghE of
Children since 1991, she called on the countrydttege to its legal obligations throughout the Oéedp
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalemildtén there were suffering from the lack of acceskealth
care and education, widespread insecurity, andliation and discrimination inflicted by Israeli fets and
occupying forces. She then spoke about the situatithe occupied Gaza strip and the situationadégtinian
children illegally held and mistreated in Israedtention centres and prisons. In conclusion, stiktsat
Palestinian children, like children all over thendp desired and deserved peace and freedom and the
opportunity to exercise their inalienable humarntsg

Mr. KRISHNASSWAMY ( India) stressed that the nat®flagship programme benefited 78 million
children below the age of six in the areas of tiotrj health and education. The programme covered
immunization, health check-ups and referral ses/aewell as preschool, non-formal education tan8lfon
children aged three to six. India manufactured d0gent of the vaccines used in universal immuitpat
programmes around the world. The national Congtityprovided for free and compulsory education for
children up to the age of 14. With nearly universadolment for primary education, the Governmerg wa
focusing on expanding secondary education anddsss for girls, and on skills development for ioyad
employability. India observed 24 January as “Natldgirl Child Day” to generate awareness aboutrthei
tremendous potential and highlight the challenge#fy them.

FATIMA AFARA ( Yemen) said that “children are thegeration of the future” and are counted on to
build the country. For this reason, Yemen hadieatithe Convention on the Rights of the Child i®19At the
national level, his country had established ingtitwal mechanisms to translate that Convention dation on
the ground. This included a ministry for motherd ahildren and a committee for youth and children.
Furthermore, efforts were made to monitor violasiar the rights of children, including preventirgpir
recruitment into armed forces. Despite financiaistmints, the Government was making efforts toroue its
health care as evidenced by being granted pol®dtatus since 2008. Turning to the issue of human




trafficking, he underlined poverty as a major obiadle and called for doubling national and inteoreti efforts
to tackle this issue.

ANNE SINYANGWE (Zambia), aligning herself with SADGaid she was cognizant of the special
protection required with respect to children’s tgyand of the country’s obligations, as a sover&ite, to
ensure that all children enjoyed their civil, picéll, social, cultural and economic rights withdigcrimination.
“Every so often, the very society that is meanpriotect and assure the safety of children has bestile and
dangerous for the very children it is supposed ttget, especially the girl child,” she said. Likany
countries, Zambia had a high prevalence of haranfdl traditional practices, such as female genitallation
and early and child marriages, which it had vowesdtém out through a robust campaign utilizingkedf
stakeholders, including traditional leadership la@nspions to end early marriages. She called fatgre
international cooperation and partnerships to pteraad protect the rights of children, and for ghebal
community to remain resolute in efforts to createasld fit for children.

CHARLES T. NTWAAGAE (_Botswana), associating hinfsgith SADC, noted that his country had
achieved significant progress in the protectiochofdren’s rights. The legislative and policy erriment for
the protection of children had improved over thargeparticularly with the passage of the Childsefct in
2009. Botswana had made substantial investmeniteiareas of health infrastructure and accessathheare
services. Over the years, there had been an irciedlse coverage of maternal and child healthretetions,
such as immunization, antenatal and postnatal sapglementary feeding and the prevention of metitrer
child transmission of HIV/AIDS. Yet, Botswana conted to face financial and human resources consdrdie
said, stressing the need to strengthen partnersliiipshe United Nations and development partners.

AMIRA DALI ( Tunisia) said that, in a world with unprecedertexthnological and economic
possibilities, it was unacceptable that more tha rhillion children under the age of five were urvagight
and that 2.5 million children died each of yeanassult of malnutrition. Having children’s wellibg at the
heart of its agenda, Tunisia had paid special éteno teaching and education. Great efforts heehb
undertaken to accomplish universal education, shérued. Furthermore, by including youth in demisi
making processes, her country ensured that thepgrpolitical and civil rights were respected. The
international community should devote greater atersition to illegal migrant children and youthyael as to
the situation of Palestinian children, who wererdegul of their fundamental rights and traumatizedaddaily
basis by fear, she concluded.

FRANCISCO CORTORREAL_(Dominican Republic), assdaigthimself with the Group of 77 and
CELAC, said that his country had signed a collationsagreement with UNICEF relating to his coungry’
working plan 2012 to 2016, which had been develdpeatcelerate the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals. Strategies like the “Solidafitggramme” and the “Quisqueya without Misery” tdege
children by supporting income generation within figes in poverty and promoting the developmentlofis
and opportunities in vulnerable communities. Heeddhat comprehensive care, education and relztuilit for
children with Down syndrome, cerebral palsy anceottonditions would be provided through a centre fo
disability care. The Dominican Republic had paidcal attention to the issue of violence againgtotn and
adolescents adopting, inter alia, the Code foPtlmeection of the Fundamental Rights of Childred an
Adolescents, and hosting, in 2011, the Central Acaermeeting on the follow-up to the United Nati@tady
on Violence against Children and Adolescents.

SANJA ZOGRAFSKA-KRSTESKA (the former Yugoslav Refiolof Macedonia), associating
herself with the European Union Delegation, saich&n capital was a power that moved societies throug
different stages of development and an importaseta®r every country. There were prosperous casthat
were not rich in natural resources, but there waprosperous country without human capital. Chiidzed
youth were potential human capital. Solid legislatigood education, proper health care and sociégtion
shaped the future of children. Her country had iipotated those areas into its national action fdachildren
rights. To understand deficiencies in child pratatin Member States, a continuous collection #vant data
was crucial, as was analysis of existing and emgrigends. She then discussed the establishmeatiohal
data collection systems, as well as specific juegnstice laws intended to prevent sexual abuse an
paedophilia.

CHITSAKA CHIPAZIWA (Zimbabwe), associating himsetfith SADC, stressed that his country
complied with the various international and regidnatruments on the rights and protection of algitdand had
put in place various policies, legislative measaed programmes at the national level. The Nati@tald



Survival Strategy for 2010-2015 brought togethénational stakeholders under a common framewohle. T
National Programme of Action for Children was them@rching body coordinating child welfare services
Zimbabwe deplored trafficking in children and ater forms of economic and sexual exploitationhefm. The
country had taken the step to accede to the Optitmmdocol on the sale of children, child prosibatand child
pornography in February 2012. SADC would tableanbual resolution on the girl child, which woulddaglss
the issue of households headed by children — eecafugreat concern for his Government.

CHRISTOPHER GRIMA (Malta), aligning himself witheérEuropean Union Delegation, reported that
the National Commission for Child Policy and Stgytéad been set up in June by the Minister forRdeily
and Social Solidarity. The Commission was chargil developing a child-rights based strategy arlicpdor
children. It was also tasked with drafting a cheélals act and policy. The Commissioner was expeictdu:
given greater power to implement decisions. Withrike in recent years in the percentage of childteisk for
poverty and social exclusion, Malta recognizedltimg-term economic benefits of social investment in
children’s well-being and was therefore adoptingpproach focused on prevention and early interoent
which were the key to breaking the intergeneratiogele of poverty. Beginning 1 January, materthégve had
been increased from 16 weeks to 18.

ZWELETHU MNISI (Swaziland), associating himself WiSADC, said a National Children’s Policy
was implemented in 2009 to ensure appropriateviatgions for the protection of children and to espiéy
strengthen initiatives focused on girls. Thoughftiraily is the natural and fundamental core compoioé
society, free primary education for all childrenpimblic schools had been provided in accordantkeeo
Constitution. But the implementation of the proeisis a process and not an event. The allocatidanafs to
meet the education cost of orphans and other \albdfechildren had also been increased. However, the
traditional extended family, which had been a l¢eign safety net for orphaned children, is undexistdue to
the impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. And sexual ®ifation, sex trafficking, child slavery and pagddia,
especially for girls, had heightened as the Intelnael become more mainstream.

ANDREJ LOGAR (_Slovenia), also speaking on beh&kuostria and Croatia, aligned himself with the
European Union Delegation. He said that despitgress, children still suffered from poverty, arnoedflict,
and natural and man-made disasters. Children livirggnflict areas faced grave threats to theietsafind
human rights, as underlined in reports from Syvlali and the Central African Republic. Those carifliwould
have lasting consequences on their populationkjdimg the loss of generations of people. Childreme often
denied their right to the education that gave ttieenopportunity to become responsible citizensv&ia,
Austria and Croatia would continue focusing on #Hrisa as it was crucial for sustainable development

BAKHTA SELMA MANSOURI (' Algeria) said that poor cliren continued to face the brunt of the
economic crisis, particularly as it had increasesatifprices. Among the world’s children, African yowvere
those most affected by undernourishment, disedktesacy, poverty and armed conflicts, she conéd. The
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of théld€Cehowed the importance that African States gavbe
issue. However, Africa alone could not addresghalichallenges, for lack of means rather than tdakill. The
support of the international community was, therefoot only necessary but also urgent. Algeriaddapted
laws to align itself with the provisions of theeémhational instruments on children’s rights. It lzdsb
implemented a national strategy for families, aametl plan for the protection of childhood (2008t8) and a
national strategy to combat violence against ceildn cooperation with UNICEF. Algeria was relesfién its
fight against child labour, child prostitution aalliforms of human trafficking.

MARIO ROGERIO BAPTISTA VON HAFF (Angola), aligningimself with SADC, said due to its
many complexities, tackling child poverty remairat of the biggest obstacles to the protectionpmachotion
of the rights of the child. Poverty not only affedtthe lives of children, but it also had a negatiapact on
children’s right to participation in society andtteir protection from violence and exploitatiomgola had
intensified efforts to include the rights of chigerin its national development plans and polickgh plans,
however, needed adequate and consistent resourgaitraents. His Government had established the Amgol
National Committee on Children, as well as a nati@ction plan to combat child sexual exploitatéord
trafficking. As part of its efforts to address chihalnutrition, Angola had signed an agreement WitHCEF,
which had benefited more than 250,000 youth.

ULZIIBAYAR VANGANSUREN ( Mongolia) said that 37 perent of its population were children
and 29.8 per cent of them lived in poverty. Sheeddabhat poverty, social disparity and unemployment
exacerbated by continuing migration from rural tban areas seriously affected the rights of childoedecent



living conditions. The result was often a hostssues including malnutrition, mental disorder arehter
susceptibility to crime and exploitation. The Gavaent had been taking measures to improve thesright
children, especially in the areas of educationtaalth services. “Children are symbols of our fefdrut their
rights should not be symbolic,” she said.

The representative of Costa Rica, associating Hievgh CELAC, reiterated that chronic poverty was
the biggest hindrance to protecting children adfillfog their rights. Children needed to be at twre of
measures for tackling poverty and promoting devalept. Indigenous and migrant children and those of
African descent or with disabilities were furthergacted by poverty, social and economic inequaldied
climate change, she said. To break the cycle efgenerational poverty and social exclusion, it imgerative
to improve a non-discriminatory access to publiwises for children, particularly education. Ingltontext,
her country had launched a programme aimed at giogischool retention, as well as a culture of peac
Investing in child education was crucial in makthgm actors of change and promoters of a new paradf
sustainable development. Her country had hoste®tbleal Youth Summit, at which the Costa Rica
Declaration had been adopted, which included itlegtscould be integrated into the post-2015 devekomt
agenda.

DHAMMIKA SEMASINGHE ( Sri Lanka) highlighted thabe children of Sri Lanka grew up in a
comparatively benevolent socioeconomic environmené success of its policies and programmes fddiehi
was due largely to the continued focus on servamery to rural areas, where the majority of tlopplation
resided. A well-developed rural family health-caystem, combined with the traditional knowledgenaithers
and midwives on maternal health, had contributeal ltmw infant and maternal mortality rates — onlg 9
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2012 for the formwed 35 deaths per 100,000 live births in 201QHerlatter.
And 98 per cent of births in the country took platé&ealth-care facilities, and birth registratiwas over 92 per
cent. Maternity leave was generous with 84 daysadd leave, followed by another 84 of half-paidviea

The representative of Lebanon highlighted that®avernment aimed to protect the rights of all
children in her country, where half of them weregi&yand Palestinian children who sought safe eefag
Lebanon. Her country was seeking to build an opemalistic society. Her Government was fulfilling
international obligations by endorsing and impletimenthe Children’s Rights Convention and its Optib
Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitateind child pornography and a set of ILO instruraeatated to
child labour. It was undertaking national campaitivag included goals of stemming school dropouts,
particularly in rural areas, and combating sexbaise. The remaining challenges were putting Lebandme
test, she said, calling on the international comityuo support the 1.5 million Syrian and Palestimrefugees
in Lebanon, most of them children. Pledges wetkfaliing short of the real humanitarian needd.@banon.
The country had known all too well the bitterneSsarupation and conflict from its own experienske said,
noting that children were the primary victims.

MILORAD SCEPANOVIC ( Montenegro), associating himself with the Eurmip&lnion Delegation,
said that his country’s criminal code addressedamtlemned sexual abuse, trafficking and forcediage
involving children. It also had established a netional action plan for children. Many of the cayrg
Ministries had launched the first national chiléfection database with a view of providing reliatiga on the
topic. Particular attention had been paid to ckitdwith disabilities and those without parentakcén this
respect in the last three years, a UNICEF-suppaaedpaign, entitled “It's about ability”, had latge
contributed to changing attitudes and practicesatde children with disabilities. In the area ofguile justice,
Montenegro was recognized as a leader in the reégiapplying victim-offender mediation for youthe ladded.

The representative of Peru, associating hersefif @ELAC and the Group of 77, said that her country
had taken initiatives aimed at improving the lieéshildren. In 2012, the National Plan of Actiar f
Childhood 2012-2021 had been approved, which ledmdy into the following decade for the comprehesnsi
support of Peruvian girls, boys and adolescentgh&y the second Sunday of April had been mar&ed t
annually observe the “Day of the Peruvian Childindng the institutions dealing specifically with Ichen was
a national board on childhood and youth. The natipnogramme, Yachay, was also launched with threddi
providing assistance to street children. Peru s @aid special attention to rural children. Talrds another
issue that severely impacted youth, the Governmaatadopted the National Strategy for the Preverdial
Eradication of Work Labour 2012-2021.



DO HUNG VIET (Viet Nam), aligning himself with th&ssociation of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), noted that his country had enacted legjsta created mechanisms and taken measures toecthst
all children were treated equally and their righttstected. Viet Nam had incorporated the provisioinhe
Convention on the Rights of the Child into its na#l legislation, creating a solid legal framewfwkthe
creation of equal opportunity for all children. TA@13 initiative “Action Month for Children” had p#cularly
focused on “creating equal development opportunfiee poor and ethnic minority children”. Anothewoject
was being implemented to support orphans, homelgkiren, children living with HIV/AIDS, children ith
disabilities and those affected by natural disastEne participation of children themselves wasazai. The
Millennium Development Goals on education, childriality and gender equality had been achievedthed
remaining ones should be completed by 2015.

FRANCIS CHULLIKATT, Permanent Observer for the H&ge, stressed that the Children’s Rights
Convention accorded children with the right to bptanatal and postnatal healthcare. That provisamh
meaning only if the unborn baby was first affordlee right to life and survival. Prenatal diagnasislertaken
for the purpose of deciding whether or not the babyld be permitted to be born was inconsistent wie
Convention. Regarding the recent output of the Cidtamon the Rights of Child, his delegation urgjesl body
to revise its General Comments that did not cantstiagreed language, such as “sexual orientatiot™gender
identity” in conformity with its guiding internati@l instruments. Recommendations related to “salfettion
were reprehensible. He said that no abortion was ‘wafe” because it killed the life of the childdaharmed
the mother.

KYAW THU NYEIN ( Myanmar), aligning himself with ABAN, noted that traditionally children in
his country were treasured as “jewels of the familyp promote access to education for all childfeee and
compulsory primary education had been introducedesthe 2011-2012 academic year. In addition, pyma
school children were provided textbooks free ofrghaHuman rights education had been introducelen
school curriculum in the 2004-2005 academic yed#lrgils and boys had equal rights in pursuing doaation
from grade school through higher education. Thie i@tgirls to boys was steadily rising. To provioletter
health care to children, the Government had impigatkthe 2006-2015 National Plan of Action for @tgin,
which focused on nutrition, water and sanitatiaonpag other things. In June 2012, the Governmentigreed
an action plan with the United Nations Country Teéarand the recruitment and use of underage childye
armed forces. Since the signing, there had beenare cases of new recruitments of underage chilieré&me
military, and systematic screenings were beingeduwut at recruitment centres.

TAMTA KUPRADZE ( Georgia), associating herself withe European Union Delegation, noted that
her country was a signatory to the Child Rights ¥&mmion and its two optional protocols. She dretergton to
incidents illustrating the implications of illegatcupation on children. She said that on 23 MahénGali
district of the occupied Abkhazia, special forcéthe Sokhumi occupation regime had intruded imtools
with Georgian-language classes, confiscating tekb@and computers. There had been cases of etlgnical
targeted violence against children in the occupégiions. The Russian military stationed along tteupation
line had not allowed schoolchildren of Georgiamétity from the Gali district to cross the occupatiine to
attend classes on the Georgian-controlled territbiys coercing them to go to the Russian-langsabeol. In
November 2012, the parents of a sick child fromdisérict had been detained on the occupation fsea
result, the child later died.

CECILE MBALLA EYENGA ( Cameroon) said that when dieg with the protection of children,
special attention should be given to girls becaheg were often at greater risk to be confrontetth wi
discrimination than boys. For that reason, the Gaoréan Government had adopted a number of meagures
encourage the well-being of female children. Thiduded launching awareness-raising programmes with
parents and communities aimed at promoting equéitfation of boys and girls in the access to edian.
With the same spirit, policies had been implemetdgaiomote participation of girls to higher eduecatand
employment. On another topic, she said that Cannelnad in place a zero-tolerance policy for femaril
mutilation. The practice was dramatically decregsimthe country and it concerned less than 1 pst of the
population. The Government had developed a plaonobat it by establishing, among other things,dtal
committees and providing them with financial supzord assisting “practitioners” to identify altetivas to it.
Cameroon was aware that the protection of childreights became even more pressing in emergency
situations. For that reason, it had ratified thei@yl Protocol to the Convention on the Rightshaf Child on
the involvement of children in armed conflict in 2012.



The representative of Rwanda said that the NatiBolty for Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children
had identified the following categories of vulndmbhildren: those in child-headed households arfdster
care; street children; those in conflict with tae] children with disabilities; those sexually ediptd or abused,;
working children; those affected by HIV/AIDS; thodisplaced; and those under the care of single ensthn
addition, the Government had set up a National Casion for the Child Rights to coordinate all aittes
related to promoting and protecting children’s tiggtAnnual summits for children had been held siza@4,
offering representatives of children an opportutdtyliscuss issues with senior officials, includihg Head of
State, cabinet ministers and parliamentarians. Revaras breaking the barriers that prevented chiltheamn
attending primary education by abolishing schoekfand constructing more classrooms in villages.rake of
pupils enrolled in secondary schools increased #b6mer cent in 2003 to 88 per cent in 2008.

AMIRA FAHMY ( Egypt) stressed that the importandepatting the status of children at the core of
the post-2015 development agenda. Education wésavointernational obligation and a fundamentditripat
must be realized for all children. Last week, theted Nations had marked the second Internatiosgl @ the
Girl Child by calling for innovation to get morerlsi in schools and improve the quality of learniogall
children. That approach should include mentorshigrammes to help children acquire critical worklan
leadership skills and facilitate their transitioorh school to adulthood, including deploying molgitiucation
technology to reach those in remote areas in dpircountries. There was a need for strengthestiragegic
partnerships among Governments, regional organizatind the United Nations special procedures ntenda
holders. Her delegation strongly condemned theli@ment of children in armed conflicts either agnbatants
or exploited victims

The representative of Libya, associating himsethwtie Group of 77 and the African Group, said that
his Government had endorsed the Children’s Rigletsv€ntion and its optional protocols. Despite those
international instruments and efforts undertaketUbyCEF and other international organizations aad-n
governmental organizations to create a safe envieon for children, many challenges remained. Uicker
former regime, children did not enjoy the rightaanteed by law, such as the right to educationhaadth
care. When a conflict had erupted, children underage of 18 had been recruited into the militeeypted by
money. As a result, many had died and others tetdHeir limbs and/or were experiencing psycholabic
trauma from violence in conflict. “ Libya is tryirtg turn a page,” he said, stressing that measha@dbeen
taken in partnership with the United Nations missimd other stakeholders to establish the rulavefdnd
create new school curricula. The Government hapatgd efforts to incorporate the rights of childiato
national development plans.

The representative of Oman said that children adtes globe suffered as a result of ignorance and
were deprived of opportunities due to conflict. Wirg the rights of children as an integral parhofman
development, his Government had endorsed the @hilslRights Convention and its two Optional ProtscA
national children’s rights bill was in the finahge of passage. He also underscored the imporedimoan-
governmental organizations, recognizing that 58 sixciety entities delivered services throughdugt vast
territory of the country, in cooperation with Gomarent ministries and agencies. The Government had
undertaken awareness-raising campaigns in paripessth the Ministry of Education, the media anthext
stakeholders. When addressing humanitarian negisparency was critical.

YOUSSOUFOU BAMBA (C 6te d’lvoire), associating higiwith the Group of 77 and the African
Group, said that in certain regions of the wortg@son of concern was the “non-identification” bildren at
birth. Further, in daily life children were subjedtto rape, kidnapping, sale, trafficking, explida,
prostitution and recruitment in armed forces. la fce of these challenges, it was difficult fas Helegation to
understand why priority should be given to the séxmd reproductive rights of children, as thereewaore
basic rights that first needed to be addressedohtlegislation in his country condemned abortias the
respect of human life was at the centre of his trgispolicies. For this same reason, the deatlapghad
been abolished, he added. In the period followivgalectoral crisis of 2010-2011, many strides theeh made
in the field of health, education, protection agaichild trafficking and work labour, among othleings, he
continued. The access of children to health seswieas particularly crucial for his Government, ngtthat a
new hospital specializing in maternal and childecans under construction. Working side by side whith
several medical centres where child immunizatios warried out and care for HIV/AIDS and malaria was
provided, among other things, the new facility wasontribute to reducing maternal, neonatal, chiid youth
mortality and morbidity.



ABULKALAM ABDUL MOMEN ( Bangladesh) noted that glat progress in achieving the
Millennium Development Goals had been slow and aneas many children in poorer areas were stikifar
basic health care, education and opportunities naauay more were still dying of preventable causeéshe
national level, the rights of the children were igudeed by the Constitution as the Government r@zed the
value of nurturing children, who would become efifee human capital for the future. The rights ofldten
would be best achieved through ensuring accessutcaéion and health-care services, he underlinedigder,
the modest national led efforts of developing cdastneeded to be supported by their developmeirera.
Efforts to ensure the rights of children shoulddtscus on poverty eradication and more family-oedht
policies, he concluded.

PASCALINE GERENGBO YAKIVU (Democratic Republic dfi¢ Congo), associating herself with
the Group of 77, the African Group and SADC, saat on 16 June every year her country observe®#yeof
the African Child. In 2009, the Democratic Repuldfdche Congo had adopted a national action plan fo
orphans and vulnerable children, and a nationategyly to combat maternal and child mortality. Iswa
implementing a campaign to register children ahbidnder the Constitution, primary education wasdatory
and free. In this context, the Government had talexeral steps to ensure equality for girls andsb8he
condemned the use of children by armed groups asithe M23 and others in the eastern part of thatcy
As a consequence of the conflict in that regigh06 million children were suffering from malnutati. The
Democratic Republic of the Congo had, thereforgnesil an action plan with the United Nations to catibe
recruitment of children and was collaborating WitRICEF to help children leave armed groups.

The representative of Azerbaijan noted that hisgaowient had undertaken consistent efforts to bring
the national legislation in line with the relevamernational instruments. His country had also enad
tremendous strides in meeting the needs of refagdenternally displaced children, and strongly and
consistently supported international efforts airaegrotecting children affected by armed confliatr that
reason his country was a party to the ConventiotherRights of the Child and two of its Optionab#cols,
and to the relevant ILO conventions dealing witkicclabour.

SEMERE AZAZI ( Eritrea) underlined the country’smemitment towards improving the situation of
children, respecting their basic rights and pronwtheir welfare. He highlighted the country’s segsin
reducing the mortality rate of those under thelay87.4 per cent. Controlling diseases that aftéctéldren
and mothers, such as malaria and HIV/AIDS, had la¢gsn helpful in the survival and well-being ofldhen,
he said. The reduction of mortality rate wasn’tyostributed to better access to primary healthdaueto other
measures taken to reduce poverty through sustaic@tbmic growth and nutritional needs, throughrisiee
food security strategies and other social protectchemes.

The representative of Ukraine, associating himsgti the European Union Delegation, said that the
Government undertook efforts to bring the natiariald protection legislation in full compliance Wit
international and European standards by accessiegant international treaties and adjusting and
systematically reforming national laws on that matA number of State programmes, aimed at enhgrthan
protection of the children’s rights, had been impd@ted in Ukraine on children’s homelessness agtéage
family support, combating human trafficking andprening the system of institutions for orphans ahddren
deprived of parental care. There had been an isereathe number of such children being adopted by
Ukrainian citizens in foster families and familypgyhomes. A presidential decree designated 2018ehe of
Children’s Art. The initiative aimed to encourageative, intellectual, spiritual and physical deyghent of
children.

The representative of the International Committieth® Red Cross (ICRC), said that children suffered
immensely in armed conflicts, as they were madeémgof, witnesses to and participants in atrositie
including rape and other forms of sexual violenekich they were sometimes forced to perpetratenagéhieir
own families and communities. Boys and girls whe anlawfully recruited, used in hostilities, or ettvise
associated with armed forces or armed groups, esecially vulnerable because they were often Boped,
wounded or killed. Most suffering endured by chéldiduring armed conflicts could be prevented avédited
if there was greater respect for existing inteoral law. The International Committee worked orvpreing
the recruitment and use of children, as well atheir return and reintegration into family and coomity life,
and called on States to respect and scrupulougiement existing international laws.




MICHELE KLEIN SOLOMON, a representative of the Intational Organization for Migration
(IOM), said that either accompanied or unaccomghnigllions of children were migrating across basder
within their own countries every year. IOM was toted by the reported increase in child traffickargd noted
that child migrants were easy prey to traffick@rs.reserve this trend, she called on States tosifiecapacity-
building and training of all relevant stakeholdéngluding immigration officers, border officialhe police and
labour inspectors. Turning to children affected digplaced by humanitarian crises and armed casflghe
noted that cross-border recruitment of children b@cbme a common trait in many conflict situatians
called for effective cross-border coordination. te@mpanied migrant children without parental care eften
lacking legal status were less able to assert Hasic rights. An increased effort by all was neetbeclose both
legal and practical gaps in the protection of aleitd

HREINN LINDAL, observer of the Sovereign Militaryr@®er of Malta, underlined that a child was
most at risk of dying during their first 28 dayslié¢, and this accounted for 40 per cent of ahtths among
children under the age of 5. Half of newborn deaitturred during the first 24 hours and 75 per dening the
first week of life due to preterm birth, severeeiction and asphyxia. “For this reason, accessaoateal care
and safe birthing facilities is of the utmost imgaorce to children,” he said. The Order ran neorfaalth
centres around the world, as well as developedranmes for the prevention of mother-to-child traission
of HIV. In conclusion, he reaffirmed that childrespresented the future and it was the world comtyisni
responsibility to ensure their health and safe ligwaent.

KEVIN CASSIDY of the_International Labour Organiiat said that protecting the rights of children
had been an integral part of their work sinceriteption. The ILO International Programme for thienkhation
of Child Labour had activities and projects in @igtries, he continued, providing technical suppod raising
awareness in States at very different stages inrégponse to child labour. To mark this year'srit¥®ay
against Child Labour, ILO had published a repantitkeed “Ending child labour in domestic work”, wdti
outlined the abuses suffered by millions of chitdveorking in family homes. Unfortunately, child destic
work was currently not recognized as a form ofaeckdbour in many countries because of the blurred
relationship with the employing family, he notechdther initiative had been the Child Labour Platfor
launched to help the private sector identify amdtlobstacles they faced in honouring their commaitt to
eliminate child labour. Furthermore, the recentr@i@lobal Conference on Child Labour showed theoamg
commitment of States, employers, non-governmemigliaternational organizations and civil society to
eradicate the worst forms of child labour by 2016.

Right of Reply

Speaking in exercise of the right of reply, a repreative of Israel said that her Palestinian cnpatrt
continued to spread lies and misused the Third Cittexn Messages of incitement were everywhere siiage
was using children as suicide bombers againstlisthe Committee had more important work to do than
hearing Palestinians’ false accusations of Israel.

A representative of Saudi Arabia said she was tiigufalse accusations made by the delegation of
Syria. Regarding the religious decree, the Syrilaghte should cease to make the reference utiedsas
confirmed reports. Instead, the Syrian delegatimukl focus on dealing with the atrocities comnaitsgainst
its own population, including women and children.

An observer from the State of Palestine rebuttedéimarks just made by Israel’s representative as
typical of an occupying Power. Israel continuechitsnan rights violations against Palestinians uidicig
children. Countless reports documented a longfistolations by the occupying Power and Israel lggobred
a number of resolutions that had been adoptedéythited Nations General Assembly. The only sofuti@as
for Israel to end its occupation and violations.

* kkk *
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