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Concerns of the threat of forcible displacement 
of herding communities in some parts of Area C 
of the West Bank have again become  prominent, 
and this time they are related to the fate of twelve 
Palestinian communities in the south Hebron hills, 
following a submission by the Israeli Ministry of 
Defense (MoD) to the Israeli High Court of Justice 
(HCJ). The MoD maintains that eight of the 12 
communities, estimated population 1,126, should 
be evicted from the area known as Firing Zone 918, 
which is designated for military training. The other 
four communities should be allowed to remain, 
but will be prohibited from constructing additional 
infrastructure. 

 Some 18 per cent of the West Bank has been 
designated as firing zones where a Palestinian 
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presence is formally prohibited without permission 
from the Israeli authorities, which is rarely granted. 
Palestinians who reside in or near the firing 
zones (roughly 5000 people) are among the most 
vulnerable in the West Bank, with limited access to 
services and no service infrastructure. Their living 
conditions are compounded by the difficulties 
which humanitarian organizations face obstacles 
in providing aid: since the beginning of 2011, more 
than 150 structures funded by international donors 
have been demolished by the Israeli authorities.  

Their vulnerability is underscored by a recent water 
scarcity assessment carried out in Southern Hebron 
which reveals that despite the above average rainfall 
in the winter months of 2011-2012, 65 per cent of un-
served communities would require water trucking 
by the start of July 2012 to meet their basic water 
needs. 

On a more positive note, also in the West Bank, 
the Israeli authorities removed an earthmound 
blocking an entrance to Jericho City which had been 
in place for over 10 years, restoring access from the 
northern part of the Jericho governorate and the rest 
of the Jordan Valley to Jericho City. Along with the 
conversion of two checkpoints 2011 that controlled 
access to the central Jordan Valley (Yitav and 
Ma’ale Efraim) into partially-staffed checkpoints, 
this opening underscores the need to review the 
severe restrictions applied at the two checkpoints 
controlling access to the northern section of the 
Jordan Valley (Hamra and Tayyasir). The latter have 
had a particularly negative impact on the living 
conditions on the Palestinian residents of that area, 
and in particular on herder communities. 

In the Gaza Strip, the access of patients to 
specialised medical treatment unavailable within 
Gaza was of concern during the month. This was 
due to the temporary closure of the Referral Abroad 
Department (RAD) in Gaza following a dispute 
between the health authorities in Ramallah and Gaza. 
The closure delayed the processing of applications 

for several hundred Gaza patients who had been 
seeking medical care outside the Strip. During the 
crisis, the Palestine Human Rights Center (PHRC) in 
Gaza facilitated the exceptional approval of urgent 
cases. Following the intervention of a number of 
stakeholders the RAD office reopened on 26 July. 
The need to refer patients to hospitals outside Gaza, 
follows decades of neglect in the development 
of adequate medical infrastructures and services 
and has been compounded since June 2007 by the 
blockade, as well as by the political rift between 
the respective authorities in Gaza and Ramallah. 
This ongoing dispute has also affected the regular 
supply of drugs and medical disposables to Gaza, 
which is closely related to the demand for referrals, 
particularly chemotherapy for oncology patients.   

Also this month, Israel allowed the direct transfer 
of construction materials into Gaza for the private 
sector, via the Sufa crossing, for the first time since 
October 2008, The import of basic building materials 
(aggregates, cements and metal bars) into Gaza has 
been effectively banned since the imposition of 
the blockade, with these materials instead being 
transferred to Gaza via the tunnels under the 
border between Gaza and Egypt. Although since 
the easing of the blockade in June 2010, an exception 
has been made for the limited entry of construction 
materials for approved international projects, these 
transfers require strict controls regarding user-end 
verification. By contrast, for July’s transfer, Israel 
did not seek the user-end verification required for 
international projects. This exemption, together 
with the continuing flow of construction materials 
through the tunnels, calls into question the rationale 
for such ongoing import restrictions. 

In an encouraging development this month, the 
Gaza Power Plant (GPP) was able to increase 
electricity production following the installation of 
two new power transformers, donated by UNDP, 
along with an increase in fuel from the tunnels 
and other sources. As a result, power outages were 
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reduced from 12 to 10 hours per day by the end 
of the month, when demand was high due to the 
summer heat and Ramadan. The effect of the 
chronic multi-year electricity deficit on Gaza has 
been significant, disrupting the delivery of basic 
services and undermining already vulnerable 
livelihoods and living conditions.  Despite the 
improvement, the supply of fuel to Gaza and 
the GPP is too unpredictable and insufficient 
in volume to meet the current and long-term 
electricity needs of the Gaza population. 

EIGHT COMMUNITIES IN THE 
HEBRON GOVERNORATE 
AT HEIGHTENED RISK OF 
DISPLACEMENT 

The area has been closed by the Israeli military 
for training purposes

Concern over the fate of twelve Palestinian 
communities located in the south Hebron hills 
was heightened this month when on 22 July the 
Israeli Minister of Defense (MoD) submitted to 
the Israeli High Court of Justice (HCJ) its position 
on a petition against their forced eviction on 
grounds that the area is designated as a “firing 
zone”.  The position holds that eight of the 12 
communities (Majaz, Tabban, Isfey, Fakheit, 
Halaweh, Mirkez, Jinba, and Kharuba), with an 
estimated population of 1,126, should be evicted 
from the area. The remaining four communities 

(Tuba, Mufaqara, Megheir Al-Abeid, Sarura) will be 
allowed to remain, but will not be able to construct 
additional infrastructure.  

According to the MoD’s position, the firing zone 
will be off-limits to the displaced communities, 
with exceptions made for land cultivation and 
grazing of livestock on weekends or Jewish 
holidays, when no military training takes place. All 
twelve communities, including the eight displaced 
communities, will only be able to use the firing zone 
for limited, one-month periods, twice per year, for 
agriculture and herding. 

The Israeli Defense Minister’s submission to the 
HCJ comes in the context of a more than decade-
long legal struggle between the Israeli military and 
the Palestinian residents of the affected area.  The 
area, which encompasses some 30,000 dunums, 
was designated by the Israeli military as a closed 
military area in the 1970s, and named “Firing Zone 
918”.  Under Israeli military legislation, when areas 
are closed for military needs, people living these 
areas are recognized as “permanent residents”, and 
are not required to relocate.1   In 1999, the Israeli 
military issued evacuation orders to the Palestinian 
residents of “Firing Zone 918”, claiming that they 
were living there on a seasonal basis and therefore 
do not qualify as permanent residents;  over 700 
residents were evicted. 

A few months later, following two petitions filed 
by the Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) 
and Rabbis for Human Rights on behalf of the 
communities, the Israeli HCJ issued an interim 
injunction allowing the residents to return to their 
homes; the injunction remains in force until the 
present.2  

Most of the affected communities existed in the 
area prior to 1967.3   Traditionally, residents have 
lived in caves and have relied on farming and 
animal husbandry for their livelihood. According 
to a number of multi-year community profiling 
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surveys by OCHA as well as other international 
organizations,4  there is little cross-year variation 
in population numbers. This indicates that only a 
small minority of those under threat of displacement 
relocate seasonally, contrary to Israel’s assertion.

In its recent position submitted to the HCJ, the 
Ministry of Defense argued that since 2009 many 
unauthorized structures, including cisterns, 
schools, and other development structures had 
been erected, in violation of the Court's interim 
injunction, which called for the preservation of the 
status quo in the area.  According to the petitioners, 
however, it would be unreasonable and inconsistent 
with international humanitarian law to interpret 
the Court’s injunction as allowing the villagers to 
return while denying them their most basic means 
of subsistence.

Some 18 per cent of the West Bank has been 
designated as firing zones, where approximately 

5,000 Palestinians, mostly Bedouin and herders, 
live. Those who reside in or near the firing zones are 
among the most vulnerable in the West Bank. Due 
to military restrictions, they have limited or difficult 
access to services (such as education and health) 
and no service infrastructure (including water, 
sanitation and electricity infrastructure), with over 
90 per cent of the communities being water scarce. 
5  In addition, because they are predominantly 
herding communities, reduced access to grazing 
lands has resulted in increased dependency on 
bought fodder and the overgrazing of some areas, 

Late Development

On 9 August, the Israeli HCJ ruled against the two 
joint petitions (against the evacuation) that were filed 
in the year 2000, on the grounds that due to the long 
time period that has passed since its submission, the 
petitions are outdated. The injunction against the 
evacuation, however, will remain in force until 1 
November 2012, to allow the affected people to file 
a new petition.

Challenges to Humanitarian Aid

Over the past two years, humanitarian organizations have faced obstacles in providing aid to vulnerable 
communities in the West Bank.  Since the beginning of 2011, more than 160 structures funded by 
international donors have been demolished by the Israeli authorities.  Roughly 44 per cent of these 
structures were basic residential shelters (e.g. tents), while the majority of the other structures were 
intended to support livelihoods or improved access to basic services. Dozens of other aid projects are 
currently under demolition threat.

On such project, an initiative funded by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO), 
and implemented by an international organization aims to erect a solar panel system to provide 
electricity for 19 families and one school in the communities of Al Fakhit and Al Tabban in Firing Zone 
918. The solar panels would generate enough electricity to provide light for children to study and 
charging cell phones as the only link to the outside world, which be especially important for medical 
and other emergency cases. Currently, these communities depend on oil burning lamps as their main 
lighting source.  

The project has faced threats of vehicle confiscation by the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA), and in 
one case an implementing partner was forced by the Israeli military to abandon their vehicle on the 
grounds of illegal driving in a restricted firing zone. The solar panels that have already been erected 
received demolition orders; the Israeli military maintains that structures such as solar panels need to 
have permits to be erected, but these would not be given due to the status of the area as closed for 
military purposes.

If the status of the firing zone is not changed, the establishment of humanitarian projects and other 
structures could be banned altogether, restricting access of residents to clean water, basic sanitation and 
education, which could result in further deterioration of humanitarian conditions on the ground.
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both of which contribute to diminished livelihoods. 
At 34 per cent of the population, food insecurity 
levels of Area C herders are among the highest in 
the West Bank.

HISTORICAL ENTRANCE INTO 
JERICHO OPENED ON THE 
OCCASION OF RAMADAN 

Severe access restrictions to the northern Jordan 
Valley remain in place

On 20 July, the Israeli authorities removed an 
earthmound blocking the historical entrance to 
Jericho City from the north, via Road 90, which has 
been in place since the start of the second Intifada, 
over 10 years ago. The opening was introduced by 
the authorities as an easing on the occasion of the 
month of Ramadan;  it is currently unclear whether 
the junction will remain open after the end of that 
month.

This opening has restored  direct access to Jericho 
City for the Palestinian residents of the northern 
part of the Jericho governorate, as well as the rest 
of the northern Jordan Valley. As a result, these 
residents are not required to use detours via either 
Al Auja town and Yitav partial checkpoint (almost 
5 additional kilometers) or via Road 1 and the 
southern entrance to the city (over 20 additional 
kilometers). This follows the replacement in May 
2012 of another earthmound that blocked a route 
into the city from the west, with a road gate that has 
remained since open. This has allowed residents of 
two Bedouin communities (Wadi Al Qilt and Deir 
Al Qilt) to access Jericho directly, avoiding a 16 km 
long detour through Road 1, as well as facilitating 
the access of tourists from to Wadi Al Qilt nature 
reserve. 

At the same time, other restrictions on the access 
of Palestinian vehicles to the Jordan Valley have 
remained in place. This area is separated from the 
rest of the West Bank by dozens of physical obstacles, 
including almost 30 kilometers of trenches and earth 

walls. As a result, all traffic to and from it has been 
funneled to six routes, four of which are controlled 
by checkpoints. While Palestinian registered as 
Jordan Valley residents are allowed to cross with 
their vehicles through the two northern checkpoints 
(Tayasir and Hamra), provided that the vehicle is 
registered in the Jordan Valley in the name of the 
driver, such crossing is perceived by Palestinians 
as particularly difficult and unpredictable.6  Non-
Jordan Valley residents are only allowed to cross 
these checkpoints as pedestrians or if traveling via 
registered public transportation. The movement 
restrictions through these two checkpoints have 
undermined the access of already vulnerable 
communities in the northern Jordan Valley, mostly 
Bedouins and herders, to services and livelihoods 
on the other side of the checkpoints.7

While the restriction on the entry of non-Jordan 
Valley vehicles applies also to the other two 
checkpoints (Ma’ale Ephraim and Yitav), they are 
only occasionally enforced due to the fact that in 
2011 these checkpoints became partial checkpoints, 
staffed on an irregular basis. This situation, along 
with the recent openings of the two routes into 
Jericho City, calls into question the need to maintain 
the severe restrictions applied at the two other 
checkpoints controlling access to the northern 
section of the Jordan Valley.

APPROXIMATELY 50,000 
PALESTINIANS REQUIRE WATER 
TANKERING OVER THE NEXT FOUR 
MONTHS

Despite above average rainfall in the winter 
months of 2011-2012,8  parts of the West Bank are 
still experiencing water scarcity. According to a 
May 2012 water scarcity assessment in Southern 
Hebron governorate that was carried out by Action 
Against Hunger (ACF), 65 per cent of the un-
served communities in that area, which usually 
rely on rainfall and cisterns for water, require water 
trucking by the start of July 2012 (when the water 
cisterns were depleted) to meet their basic water 
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Palestinian woman returning to her village in the Jordan Valley 
after travelling for hours to fetch water and firewood, August 
2012

needs, the process of which has already begun. 
Another assessment, conducted in mid-July by the 
WASH Cluster, confirmed that water tankering is 
needed for 50,000 Palestinians living in vulnerable 
communities in areas surrounding Jericho, east of 
Bethlehem, south of Hebron, and Jordan valley, at 
the cost of approximately 1.2 million USD. 

During the assessments, some community leaders 
reported having to purchase water from private 
tankers at a cost of approximately 20 - 25 NIS per 
cubic meter of water in comparison to less than 
5NIS/cubic meter if connected to the water network.  
Other communities, such as those in Massafer Yatta, 
are paying approximately 60NIS per cubic meter of 
water. The gains in the use of the price cap  system 
from the 2011 water scarcity response, in which 
the water supply was subsidized by international 

reliance on expensive fodder and tankered water to 
sustain flocks. 

GAZA: ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED 
MEDICAL TREATMENT INTERRUPTED 
DUE TO THE INTERNAL POLITICAL 
RIFT

The situation further compounded by the ongoing 
financial crisis of the PA

The referral of patients out of Gaza for specialised 
medical treatment was suspended for a nine-
day period (between 17 and 25 July) following 
a disagreement between the health authorities 
in Ramallah and Gaza over the management of 
the Referral Abroad Department (RAD) in Gaza. 
According to the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), the closure delayed the processing of 
applications and created hardship and confusion 
for several hundred Gaza patients who had been 
seeking support for medical care.  

funding to all beneficiary by 10NIS/
cubic meter   has been strongly endorsed 
by the Palestinian Authority (PA) and 
partners, as it provided economic relief 
to the vulnerable communities. As 
such, the PA has pledged to continue 
in 2012, but is hampered by massive 
financial constraints and is dependent 
on donors and international community 
for assistance.

Perennial water scarcity in the West 
Bank is partly due to insufficient rainfall, 
as well insufficient infrastructure 
development, caused by the restrictive 
permit system implemented by the 
Israeli authorities in Area C, which 
hampers the development of long-
term, sustainable solutions. Herding 
communities are especially vulnerable: 
without adequate planning and 
development, their livelihoods are at risk 
as a result of decreasing grazing pastures 
and water levels of cisterns, increasing 
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The RAD office in Gaza, which reports to the central 
RAD in the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) Minister of 
Health (MoH) in Ramallah, sends patients’ referral 
applications to its committee of medical specialists 
which recommend whether to refer a patient for 
treatment to a non-MoH facility within Gaza or to a 
hospital outside Gaza. The recommendation is then 
approved (or rejected) by the RAD director in Gaza 
and forwarded to the central RAD department in 
Ramallah for approval and financial cover. 

Referrals have become a significant expense for 
the MoH, representing 40 per cent of the MoH 
annual budget, second only to salaries. The latest 
crisis began after the MoH in Ramallah decided to 
replace the Gaza director and the medical review 
committee with new personnel. The next day the 
Hamas-run Ministry of Health in Gaza closed the 
RAD office. 

Over the course of the crisis, the Palestine Human 
Rights Center (PHRC) in Gaza intervened to 
facilitate the submission of urgent RAD applications 
directly to Ramallah.  The PCHR submitted a total 
of 181 cases during the nine days, of which 163 
cases received RAD approval for financial coverage, 
and ten critical cases for immediate transfer out of 
Gaza for urgent treatment.  Following negotiations 
between the sides and local health leaders, 
facilitated by WHO in Gaza, the RAD office was 

reopened on 26 July. The dispute, compounded by 
an ongoing financial crisis affecting the PA, resulted 
in a substantial decrease in the total number of 
applications approved by the RAD, from a monthly 
average in 2012 of 1340 applications,  to just 833 
during July. (In a previous dispute in 2009, the RAD 
shut down for 33 consecutive days.)

The gaps in medical services in Gaza are a result of 
decades of neglect in the development of adequate 
health infrastructure, planning and services under 
occupation, and the more recent impact of the 
Israeli-imposed blockade of Gaza since 2007. 
The political rift between the Gaza and Ramallah 
authorities, and the financial crisis of the PA, has 
also resulted in shortages in the supply of drugs 
and medical disposables to Gaza, which in turn 
increases the demand for referrals, particularly 
for chemotherapy for oncology patients.  MoH 
referrals of Gaza patients to Jordan and Israel have 
been recently declining as a result of the financial 
crisis of the PA, which forced it to reduce costs by 
reducing referrals to the most costly destinations. In 
July 2012, only two referrals were made to Jordan, 
compared to a 2012 average of 38 referrals per 
month.  

Since January 1991, Israeli movement restrictions 
on Gaza residents, including medical patients, 
have made exit from the Gaza Strip dependent on 
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individual permits. In the past 10 years, permits 
have been tightly restricted for even those needing 
to access hospitals in the West Bank, Jordan or 
Israel.  According to WHO, permit approval rates 
have improved in recent years, from 80 per cent in 
2010, 90 per cent in 2011 and currently 94 per cent, 
due in part to advocacy efforts. However, hundreds 
of patients are still denied and delayed access, and 
can be subjected to interrogation and arrest at Erez 
checkpoint.  

BUILDING MATERIALS 
EXCEPTIONALLY ALLOWED INTO 
GAZA FOR PRIVATE SECTOR

The ongoing ban called into question

This month, Israel allowed the direct transfer of 
construction materials to the Gazan private sector, 
for the first time since October 2008. Over the course 
of several days in July, Israeli authorities facilitated 
the transfer of roughly 20,000 tons of aggregates 
(gravel) via the Sufa crossing directly to the Gazan 
local market. The transfer represented the last of 
some 80,000 tons of aggregates purchased by the 
private sector in Gaza but stuck at Sufa after being 
prevented from entering since the imposition of the 
blockade in mid 2007.

The Sufa crossing was officially closed in September 
2008, when the aggregates were still being stored 
at a facility next to it. In order to clear the goods 
from the crossing, in March-April 2011, Israel 
allowed 60,000 tons of these aggregates to be 
transferred to Gaza; however, at that time Israel 
insisted that the aggregates could be used only for 
an approved international project. Accordingly, an 
arrangement was made with UNRWA and other 
international organizations, which would purchase 
the aggregates from the Gazan traders to be used in 
their projects.

The import to Gaza of basic building materials has 
been banned since the imposition of the blockade 
in June 2007 (except for a brief period between June 
and October 2008).9  From June 2010, in the context 

of the easing of the blockade, Israel has allowed the 
limited entry of construction materials for approved 
international projects, with strict controls regarding 
user-end verification. By contrast, in the context of 
this month’s transfer, Israel did not seek any user-
end verification required of international projects.

Despite the Israeli restrictions, basic construction 
materials (aggregates, cements and metal bars) are 
being transferred to Gaza via the tunnels under the 
border between Gaza and Egypt. In the two years 
since the easing of the blockade, roughly twice as 
many construction materials have entered Gaza 
via the tunnels compared to the Kerem Shalom 
crossing. 

In addition to the private sector, these materials 
have been used by the de-facto authorities to 
implement a range of infrastructure projects, as 
well as to increase their revenues by ‘taxing’ the 
tunnel trade.10  However, given their commitment 
to use legitimately sourced materials, international 
organizations did not benefit from tunnel materials 
and have remained constrained by the system of 
approvals implemented by the Israeli authorities. 

This system has proven problematic and led to 
significant delays, impeding the ability of agencies 
to respond to urgent needs and unnecessarily 
prolonging the hardship of the affected population. 
At present, 17 per cent of the UN programme of 
work submitted to the Israeli authorities, valued at 
USD 85 million, is still pending approval and have 
been for an average of 20 months. Pending projects 
include 525 housing units, 23 schools and a range of 
electricity, water and sanitation projects. A further 
five per cent of the UN programme, valued at USD 
40 million, has been rejected by Israeli authorities, 
including over 300 housing units.

This month’s unregulated import of construction 
materials for the Gazan private sector via the Sufa 
crossing, together with the flow of such materials 
via the tunnels, calls into question the rationale for 
the ongoing import restrictions. 
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GAZA POWER PLANT CAPACITY 
INCREASED TO 120MW BUT 
ELECTRICITY CRISIS CONTINUES

The Gaza Power Plant (GPP) was able to increase 
electricity production this month following the 
installation of two new transformers and an 
increase in fuel from the tunnels. However, the 
current situation is still insufficient to allow for a 
sustainable solution to the Gaza electricity crisis. As 
a result of the new installations, the total capacity 
of the plant increased from 80MW to 120MW. 
This is the first time since 2006 that the GPP has 
been able to operate at such a capacity, when the 
plant’s transformers were destroyed in an Israeli 
airstrike. The new transformers and additional 
electronic equipment were donated by UNDP, and 
were allowed to enter through the Kerem Shalom 
crossing following coordination with the Israeli 
authorities.

The increased capacity increased Gaza’s electricity 
production levels to 110MW by the end of July.11  
This was mainly due to an increase in diesel fuel 
imports through the tunnels, which provided 
roughly 4.5 million litres for the GPP. The GPP also 
benefited from an additional three million litres of 
fuel donated by the government of Qatar, which 
for the last two months have been transferred to 
Gaza via the Nitzana and Kerem Shalom crossings 
between Egypt, Israel and the Gaza Strip. A further 
720,000 litres of fuel for the GPP was also purchased 
by the PA in the West Bank and transferred via 
Kerem Shalom. As a result of the increased electric 
production, towards the end of the month, power 
outages were reduced from 12 to 10 hours per 
day, a small but important improvement given 
the summer heat and increased needs during the 
month of Ramadan.    

Despite the improvement this month, the supply of 
fuel to Gaza and the GPP is too unpredictable and 
insufficient in volume to meet the current and long-
term electricity needs of the Gaza population. The 

GPP needs a regular supply of roughly 3.5 million 
litres per week to operate at full capacity, however 
the plant only received an average 2.2 million 
litres per week. Even if the plant did to receive a 
consistent and sufficient supply of fuel to produce 
120MW regularly, this would still not meet the 
existing electricity demand in Gaza. In addition to 
the potential 120MW from the GPP, Gaza receives 
120 MW from Israel and 22 MW from Egypt, 
bringing the total capacity to 262MW. However, 
the estimated demand in Gaza is roughly 350MW, 
leaving a gap of 25 per cent in the best case scenario. 

The effect of the chronic multi-year electricity 
deficit on Gaza has been significant, disrupting the 
delivery of basic services and undermining already 
vulnerable livelihoods and living conditions. A 
long-term solution for the supply  fuel or natural 
gas is needed for the GPP to reach its current 
capacity and expand operations to meet Gaza’s 
future energy needs, which would be necessary to 
transition from reliance on humanitarian assistance 
to recovery and sustainable development.
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END NOTES

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO), United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), United Nations Office for the 
High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), United Nations Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO), World Food 
Programme (WFP), World Health Organization (WHO), Al Haq, Badil, 
Save the Children (UK), Defence for Children International – Palestine 
Section (DCI-PS), Oxfam GB, Palestine Hydrology Group (PHG),  
Campaign for the Right to Enter, Action Against Hunger (ACF),

CONTRIBUTING AGENCIES

MORE INFORMATION: Omar Abulhaj, abulhaj@un.org, +972 (0)2 5829962

1. According to Israeli military orders, permanent residents of closed military areas are allowed to remain living the 

restricted areas, but no new persons can relocate to these areas.

2. HCJ proceeding 1199/99 and 517/00, HCJ proceeding 805/05

3. See for example Ya'akov Havakuk, LIFE IN THE CAVES OF SOUTH HEBRON (1985, Israel Ministry of Defense)

4. Population tallies by local FAO partners (and the WASH cluster) that were done in preparation for agricultural and 

water needs assessments

5. Over 90 percent of the communities access less than 60 litres per capita per day (l/c/d), compared to the 100 l/c/d 

recommended by the World Health Organization; over half access less than 30 l/c/d.

6. Vehicles are allowed to approach these checkpoints only after being called by the soldiers; all passengers (except the 

driver) must exit the vehicle and pass through a pedestrian lane, at the end of which they pass a metal detector and 

their documentation and belongings are checked. At Hamra checkpoint, passengers’ belongings are also checked 

using an X-ray machine. Cargo loaded on commercial vehicles is subject to visual inspection, with occasional requests 

to unload it for further inspection. Delays at these checkpoints vary depending on the volume of traffic, the type of 

vehicle and the intensity of inspection, normally ranging between 5 and 45 minutes. When an incident or a security 

alert occurs, delays lasting up to two hours are common. 

For further details see OCHA, West Bank Movement and Access Update, August 2011.

7. The West Bank had 110 per cent more rainfall in the winter of 2011-1012 than the historical average.

8. The ban on the import of building materials was imposed from the start of the blockade in June 2007, however it was 

partially lifted in the context of a ‘calm’ or cease-fire agreement reached in June 2008, which held until November of 

that year.

9. Hamas authorities currently charge 10 NIS per ton of aggregates, 20 NIS per ton of cement and NIS 50 per ton of steel 

bars in taxes on tunnel construction materials. Based on the estimated volumes of tunnel construction materials since 

mid-2010, the de-facto authorities could have collected as much as NIS 26 million in taxes on these items alone.

10. Although the GPP’s capacity levels increased to 120MW, production levels were at 110MW
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Direct Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict related casualties

2010 2011 2011 2012

Total Total Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Palestinian deaths
Gaza 72 108 29 3 12 3 7 3 1 25 0 0 17 1
West Bank 15 13 2 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1
Total 87 121 31 4 12 3 8 3 2 26 1 0 17 2

    Of whom are civilians2 35 59 19 2 0 2 3 1 2 6 1 0 6 1
    Of whom are female 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Palestinian injuries
Gaza 286 467 99 6 14 9 38 2 23 116 5 19 83 5
West Bank 1261 1643 92 143 96 54 172 58 234 288 164 684 148 197
Total 1547 2110 191 149 110 63 210 60 256 404 169 703 231 202
    Of whom are civilians 1510 2059 185 149 100 60 198 59 267 391 167 703 209 200
    Of whom are female 126 148 12 5 14 5 13 0 15 12 4 15 7 5

Israeli deaths
Israel, Gaza and West Bank 9 12 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
    Of whom are civilians 4 12 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
    Of whom are female 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Israeli injuries
Israel, Gaza and West Bank 195 124 22 5 9 3 6 3 14 16 9 15 4 12
    Of whom are civilians 45 58 16 3 8 3 0 2 3 13 9 4 1 7
    Of whom are female 15 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 1

Tunnel-related casualties3
2010 2011 2011 2012

Total Total Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Deaths 46 36 4 7 3 3 0 2 0 1 1 3 0 0

Injuries 89 54 7 11 0 0 4 2 1 4 3 4 0 0

Israeli-settler related 
incidents resulting in 
casualties or property 
damage

2010 2011 2011 2012

Total Total Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Incidents leading to Palestinian 
casualties4 79 120 3 16 19 4 7 8 10 10 12 11 3 11

Incidents leading to Palestinian 
property/land damages

219 291 19 48 31 12 18 12 15 22 12 28 21 28

Incidents leading to Israeli 
Casualties

32 23 1 4 2 4 0 1 2 2 6 1 1 4

Incidents leading to Israeli 
Property/land damages5 83 13 1 0 1 0 1 2 3 2 0 1 1 2

Conflict-related casualties and violence1
Annex: Monthly Indicator Tables
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Civilian Palestinians killed 
or injured by unexploded 
ordnance in Gaza

2009 2010 2011 2012

Total Total Total Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Grand Total

Adult
Injured 18 6 7 3 0 3 4 0 0 0 41
Killed 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Child
Injured 8 8 17 2 0 6 3 0 0 5 49
Killed 5 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 10

N/A Injured 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Grand Total 39 16 27 5 0 10 7 0 0 5 109
Source: United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS)

2010 2011 2011 2012

Monthly 
Average

Monthly 
Average Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Search Campaigns (West 
Bank) 397 349 243 221 315 307 369 349 417 334 399 286 439 415

Palestinians detained (West 
Bank) 275 262 228 174 179 210 290 272 309 244 338 231 173 299

Source: OCHA

Palestinians under 
Israeli custody 
(occupation related)6

2010 2011 2011 2012

Total Total Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Total as of the end of the 
month

6219 5326 5204 na na 4803 na 4803 na 4386 4424 4437 4484 4423

of whom are women 31 26 29 na na 6 na 3 na 5 5 4 4 7
of whom are 
administrative 
detainees7

218 240 272 na na 283 na 309 na 320 320 302 285 250

of whom are 
detained Detained 
until the conclusion 
of legal proceedings

940 633 642 na na 630 na 676 na 795 853 896 909 919

Source: Israeli Prison Service (through B’Tselem)

Search and Arrest
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Number of Palestinian children killed - direct conflict

2010 2011 2011 2012

Total Total Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

West Bank 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Gaza Strip 5 11 3 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 4 0

Number of Palestinian children injured - direct conflict
West Bank 282 308 17 13 14 7 21 4 16 12 27 52 1 8
Gaza Strip 50 125 24 3 1 0 8 0 5 39 0 0 20 0

Number of Israeli children killed - direct conflict 

oPt 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Israel 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Number of Israeli children injured - direct conflict

oPt 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

Israel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Number of Palestinian children held in detention by Israeli authorities221

In Israel and oPt
289 
(mon 

ave)

1,781 180 164 150 161 135 170 187 206 220 234 221 211

Number of Palestinian children displaced by demolitions
West Bank 297 618 0 32 52 50 68 36 89 42 55 19 40 0
Number of incidents resulting in the disruption of schools19

oPt 24 47 6 3 6 3 3 1 3 6 1 11 na na

Souce: OCHA, DWG, Defence for Children Inernational, Israel Palestine Working Group on grave violatons affecting children in armed conflict

Child Protection

Demolition of Structures
Structures demolished8

2010 2011 2012

Total Total Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July
2012 

Total

Grand 

Total
of which in Area C 357 580 39 64 58 87 40 62 8 358 1295
of which in East 
Jerusalem 82 42 5 16 1 87 9 5 4 40 169

Grand Total 439 622 44 80 59 87 49 86 12 398 1363

*20 are in Area B

People Displaced due to demolitions or evictions9

2010 2011 2012

Total Total Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July
2012 

Total

Grand 

Total

of whom were 
displaced in 478 1006 60 161 127 116 55 48 0 567 2051

of whom were 
displaced in East 
Jerusalem

128 88 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 8 224

Grand Total 606 1094 66 163 127 116 55 48 575 2275
Source: Displacement Working Group
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Access

Internal West Bank movement 
obstacles

2010 2011 2012
2010 

Monthly 
Average

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Permanently staffed 
checkpoints (not 
including Barrier 
Checkpoints)

71 62 62 62 62 62 59 59 59 59 59 59

Barrier checkpoint na 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34 34

Partially staffed 
checkpoints12 21 25 25 25 25 25 26 26 26 26 26 26

Unstaffed obstacles13 519 436 436 436 436 436 455 455 455 455 455 455

Total excluding Barrier 
checkpoints 611 523 523 523 523 523 540 540 540 540 540 540

Flying Checkpoints14 414 406 540 na na 401 385 340 456 256 343 343

Source: OCHA

Access to healthcare - Gaza

2010 2011 2012

2010 
Monthly 
Average

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Applications for permits 
to leave Gaza through 
Erez Crossing15

970 822 864 711 760 902 766 768 764 883 784 764

   of which approved 757 746 790 62 722 847 701 725 724 849 733 705

   of which denied 54 20 18 12 4 6 10 9 8 5 3 5

   of which delayed 16 158 56 56 37 34 49 55 34 32 29 48 16

Source: WHO

Movement of humanitarian 
staff, West Bank

2010 2011 2012

2010 
Monthly 
Average

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July

Incidents of delayed or 
denied access at WB 
checkpoint17

44 44 29 na 32 34 27 28 28 34 51 46

Of which occurred at 
Jerusalem checkpoint 32 7 18 na 7 7 7 11 10 19 42 37

Number of staff days 
lost due to checkpoint 
incidents

29 14 13 na 11 10 16 11 6.5 14 50 31

Source: OCHA
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Truckloads of goods entering Gaza from Israel

Source: Palestinian Ministry of National Economy, Gaza

CAP 2011 CAP 2012

Cluster
Total request in 

million $
% of funds received

Total request in 
million $

% of funds received

Agriculture 36 39% 24,921,339 35%

Cash for Work and 
Cash Assistance

144 40% 95,559,928 39%

Coordination and 
Support Services

21 103% 21,167,518 34%

Education 16 30% 16,503,471 33%

Food Security 204 64% 170,513,876 62%

Health and Nutrition 21 77% 19,179,604 50%

Protection 40 71% 45,813,429 57%

Shelter and Non-food 
items

22 41% na na

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene

34 39% 21,759,464 41%

Total 537 55% 416,701,603 72%

Source: Financial Tracking System (FTS)

*An additional US $ 89,063,213 are available but 
still not specified to which cluster

Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP): CAP 2011 and 2012  
funding status as of  17 August 2012



THE MONTHLY HUMANITARIAN MONITOR
JULY 2012

16

Casualties
1. Conflict-related casualties: includes all casualties 

that occurred in violent incidents immediately 
related to the Israeli occupation and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, such as military operations, 
search and arrest campaigns, clashes during 
demonstrations, attacks involving Israeli settlers, etc. 
These figures exclude other related casualties such 
as those in the context of access delays, the explosion 
of unexploded ordnance, reckless handling 
of weapons, collapse of tunnels, and internal 
Palestinian violence. 

2. Civilians: includes people who, according to the 
information available at the time of publication, 
did not fulfill a “continuous combatant function” 
as part of an organized armed group, regardless 
of the circumstances of their injury or killing. 
Figures in this category should not be considered 
comprehensive, as unconfirmed or disputed cases 
are excluded.

3. Tunnel related casualties: figures in this category 
may overlap with those under conflict-related 
casualties, as it includes casualties in the context 
of Israeli attacks targeting tunnels, as well as those 
resulting from tunnel collapses and other accidents. 

Israeli settler-related violence

4. Incidents resulting in casualties: includes all violent 
incidents involving Israeli settlers and Palestinians, 
including those in which the injury was caused by 
a member of the Israeli security forces during an 
intervention in such an incident. 

5. Incidents resulting in property damage/losses: ibid.
Search and Arrest

6. Palestinians in Israeli custody:  includes all 
Palestinians from the oPt held by the Israeli 
authorities at the end of each month, whether 
in Israel or in the West Bank, in connection to 
an offense related to the Israeli occupation and 
classified by the Israeli authorities as a “security 
detainee/prisoner”. Therefore it excludes 
Palestinians held in connection to a “regular” 
criminal offense.

7. Administrative detainees: Palestinians held by the 
Israeli authorities without charge or trial, allegedly 
for preventive purposes. 

Demolitions 

8. Structures demolished: includes all Palestinian-
owned structures in the oPt demolished by the 
Israeli authorities, regardless of their specific use 
(residential or non-residential) or the grounds 
on which the demolition was carried out (lack of 
building permit, military operation or punishment). 

9. People displaced due to demolitions: includes all 
persons that were living in structures demolished 
by the Israeli authorities, regardless of the place in 
which they relocated following the demolition. 

10. People affected by demolitions: includes all people 
that benefited from a demolished structure (as a 
source of income, to receive a service, etc), excluding 
those displaced. 

Access West Bank

11. Permanently staffed checkpoints: staffed by Israeli 
security personnel, excluding checkpoints located 
on the Green Line and ‘agricultural gates’ along the 
Barrier. 

12. Partially staffed checkpoints: checkpoint 
infrastructure staffed on an ad-hoc basis. 

13. Unstaffed obstacles: includes roadblocks, 
earthmounds, earth walls, road gates, road barriers, 
and trenches. For historical reasons, this figure 
excludes obstacles located within the Israeli-
controlled area of Hebron City (H2). 

14. ‘Flying’ or random checkpoints: checkpoints 
deployed on an ad hoc basis in places without pre-
existing infrastructure. 

 
Access to health

15. Applications for permits to leave Gaza through 
Erez: includes only the applications submitted for 
travel scheduled within the reporting period.  

16. Delayed applications: includes applications 
regarding which no answer was received by the date 
of the medical appointment, thus forcing the patient 
to restart the application process.  

Movement of humanitarian staff

17. Incidents of delayed or denied access at a WB 
checkpoint: includes incidents affecting local or 
international staff of humanitarian organizations, 
both UN and international NGOs. 

Imports to Gaza 

18. Truckloads by type: for historical reasons this figure 
excludes truckloads carrying all types of  fuel. 

Child Protection

19. Attacks include the targeting of schools that cause 
the total or partial destruction of such facilities. 
Other interferences to the normal operation of the 
facility may also be reported, such as the occupation, 
shelling, targeting for propaganda of, or otherwise 
causing harm to school facilities or its personnel.

Monthly Indicator Notes and Clarifications 


