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IETTER DATZD § SEFTEMEZR 1950 FheM THD MINISTIR OF FCREIGE mms
. Cl* EIGYPT ADIRESSED TO TEEX SEURETARI-GENERAL
(,CI\K.FRH]IKG THE PALEZ! CTINE GI.TEBTION

I am instructed bty my Governmént o ‘briizg officiallj to yeour notiée- the
following events, the great seriousnoss of which will nct cécape anybedy, and
certainly mot the suthcrities end druens of the United I\;ations. ’

As lcng ago as 20 August lest, the Isrsell eutherities undertock a
large-scale militery operation, using txoops, auboratic wea.pcms ‘and arm.,ured.
vehlcles, ln order o drive out of the EI iuja area of Pa...estinn all the
Bedouins settled in this demilitarized zome and ifs surrounding araas. After '
being driven as far as the Zeyptian frontior by the Isracli forces, which were
guided by an Israell reconnalszence seroplane, thesiz Bodoulns were cunpell—sd to
cross the Egypt-Falestine frontler con 2 September at a ycint nct far from the
locelity known as Ain Cadeirat, In crder to seek refuge in the Egy ptian territory
of Sinai, where’ they are now corcentrated at El u.,:‘zsf.ma, Sabha, Dehre end ;.-.iml
Gadees, - ' _

On being nctified of these acts of violence, the United Netions observers
in Palestine proceeded to the spot end found that ab least 13 of tkese fresh
victims of Jewish terrcrisw had died in the coirse a*’.*hi's"traéic mezhunt, bjt‘wc
of them being women and two children. The bzdies of some of theso victims Wera
fourd crushed by the armoursd vehicles of their "inhumen TUrSRers.

Net satisfied with this maess éxpuloion and the celd-blosded manier in whicn
it was carried out, the Jews virdictively set firs to the skelter-temts, crcps
and personal belonginge of their victima. ]

By 3 September, the nurber of Bedcuing 8o expellsd hed reeched 4,071, :I"b is
elso an established fact that the yersons concerned were -genuine Palestinians;
during the periocd of tke Eritish mendete most of them had lived in the Be'er-sheba
area. Driven from their homes by the Jows for the first time when the Jews '
cccupied this important aree, they went 4o settle in the Ti Aujla erca - since
demilitarized - where they hed been living for mcre then two years when tnese
fresh and d.eplore.ble incidenta securred.
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It transpires frem the report of the tnited Netions chaervers , a2 dn
perticular from the report of the acting chairmen of the Joirt Commission
responsible for supervising the executicn of the Egyptien-Ilaraeli ermistice,
that these Bedculns ask no more then tc rstwrn to 1 Apga, If they Lave ths
asaurance of Unlted Matiozns protecticon; and that even in tho sbsence of such
protection they ars determined to recover this arsa by force - which would be
bound to lead to disturbances for which only the Jows could be tlamed, since 1%
wes they who caused this stete of affairs to arise.

The Zgyptian authcrities hed no choice but to teke in these Iresh victims
for the time being, since they would aove run the risk of messacre, iuterrment
and torture. .

In carrying cut this mass ezpulsion' of Arsbe from the ilegeb, the Israell
forces shrank neither fram vislating ¥gyptta political frcntier, ner iTom
viclating the status of the demilitarized z:ine of Tl AujJa - ectuelly the
headguarters of the Joint Armistics Cmigeim - where the presence of Iesracli
forces was reporied more than once, towards the ond of August and ocn 5 Sertember,

It should be polnted cut that this 1s not the first attempt at mess expulsion
¢l the Arabs from Palestine mads by tre Israsll autherities since the signing of
the stili. w}al_id exmistice egreement and the eficris exerted, unfortunately ip vainm,
by the ccmpetent 6rga.ns of the United Hetions with a view to gueranteeing decent,
peaceful and humane treatment for the Arebs 1living in arses ncw uader cewlsn
ccntrel in Palestine. ) ‘ ) .

Between 26 June 1949 and b September i950 mcre then a thousand Arab mem,
wemen end children living In the erees cof Halfa, acre, Galilee, Jorusaliem, Remlen
and El-Magdal, and in other districte under Jewlsh control, were forcibly removed .
from thelr homes and constrained to take refuge in the narrow Egyptilan~occupied
Gaza-Refah gector 1n southern Falestine. - . S

In spite' cf the rereated prutests cf the Eptian delegaticon to. the Joint
Armlstice Commisaicn, these cxpulsicns heve bsen praocecdlng-at en. inereasingly
rapld rate and cn an ever larger scele. o

It emerges from the decouments in the possessicn of the Egyptian Gevernment,
which inelude repcris by the United Netions observeds -In Falestine, that:

These refugees, hevirg teern Torsibly directed tcowards Gaza-Rafah,
where they had meitrer contacts nor interests, were required to sign

certificates tc the effect thebt they hed of their own frse will asked
/to leave
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to leave Israel without any intention of returning there, "vcluntarily"

renouncing any rights to their property or interests in Israel;

Scme of them had subutantiol properties and interests (in the form of
agricultural land, boumes, crands Jroves &nd the like) in the places

frem which taey were driven, and have thus been déprived of those properties

and interests; '

They hed previocusly been expelled from their dwellings to make wey

for Jewish families, and had been compelled to spend two or three nights in

the open before being transfarred to the Dayptian zone of Caza-Rafeh,

As will be seen, the most racent expulsion of more then 4,000 Arabs from
the E1l Auja.area in tue Negeb in the circumstances set forth above is btut the
sequel of an uninterrupted serles of similar actions,all carried cut with
one and the seme objective. Accordingly, it would be rash to regard the mass
expulsion cf the Arabs from the Negeb as maerking the end of Jeifish action of
this naturec,

The expuleions recently reported fram so meny places necar the Egyptian-
gccuplisd area and the proiiticel frcx;tiers of Egypt, and aelsoc near the frcntiers
of the cther Arab countries bordering on Falestine, comstitute evidence and
confirmation of the determined intention of the Israeli authoritiss to rid
themselves entirely of all the Arab populeticn of the territcries now under their
control, so a8 to create space for the new Jewish immigrents. 1n this way the
already large number. of Arab refugees frau Palestine, whose condition is
8till precaricus, is being swelled to alarming prorortions and without the
slightest regard or compunctiocn.

_. This action on the part of the Israeli authoritiss is not cnly a viclation
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of the letter and spirit of the
armistice in force, including the general Egyptian-Isreeli Armistice Agresment
signed at Rhodes on 24 February 1549, but-alaso constitutes a challenge to
paragraph 11 of the Generel Asscubly resclution of 11 December 1948, in which 1t
is recognized that refugees who sc desire should be entitled to retwrn to their
hcmes at the earliest praoticable date and to live at peace with their neighbowrs.
This acticn is, morsover, flagrantly inounsiotent with the statements made by the
Israeli delegaticn to the Conciliation Commission on 3 August 145, when 1t was
sald that the Israeli Govermment would be prepered, suiject to certain conditions,

to take in 100,000 Arabds, bringing the Arad population in the torritories now under
/Jewish control
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dewlsh control in Palestire up %o & total o 250,0C0.

Yet ths Isl'éeli sutlicrities, far from facllitating thae retwrn of the refuges
now being cared for by the United Hations to their homes, are creating new refugees
by driving.out f thelr hames by the thsusand the Arabs whe have hitherts been

left in relutive peece. e PR . ,
The Ezyptien Govermanent rvebests vigorscusly cgelnst these fresh viclationg
of the United Naticne resolutlons by the Israeli awthoritles, end sxprecasy tle
view that: RO AN o
1. It is e mauter of ex‘bre'zm 'zrgenc:,v thazt the United Jaticns shewdd
1.n_tarven§ end investigate the events reported above and, while thors is
yet %ime, stop tue expulsicn of the rermantis of ths Areb- population in .
Palectinien terzitcry now under Jewish comtrol; | - o 0 ox w2
2. . The nsv. refngess who neve been sxpelled in the memner described abould.
recelve offective ald and vssistmnes from the United Natlops to, enable; them:,
to return to their bomes and recsver or receive compensation for their lcat:
or demaged property; S e .

.3« . Meenwhilo, the Unlted Noticng Relief and Works Agency fer. Felestine -
Refugees in the Near East, establisied by resclutiom 302 (IV}) . of the¢ Genersl.
Assembly, should &t oner aceent regponsibllity for: these mew rofugees.. . The

-.-. Bgyptian Goveitment, wihica 1s determinad to.raise. thids quegtion in the’
cmnpetant organs of the United Nabions, bas alag imatructed me $0 Teguest yiw to -
bring the foregoing prfm')tl_r to the attention <2 wll the memb.rs cf  the:Secyrity!..
Cocuncil, I
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- Acting Mintstep. o :.‘:Jreir;,u Affeire.
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